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Harvest PTA 

everychild. onevoice. 

 
Harvest PTA Board Meeting Minutes 

July 23, 2013 

 

Board Members in Attendance: Julie Brilliant, Sarah Hafer, Claire White, Stacey Rumpsa, 

Tiffany McNaughton, Melissa Solomon, Betty Rosen-Leacher .  Absent:  Sandra Callahan. 

 

Julie called the meeting to order in at Claire White's house at 7:10pm. 

  

1. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Betty Rosen-Leacher  

A. Staffing:  Betty reviewed the changes in teachers for the upcoming 13/14 school 

year.  Some have shifted to different grades and we have a few new additions.  

Quest will be moved to the classroom and Anne Callison, the former Quest 

teacher, will now be teaching 2nd grade.  Spanish has been added as a new 

special with Erica Peplinski as the teacher. 

B. Committee Structure:  4 committees  have been created and every teacher will 

be on a committee.  These committees are:  literacy, math, technology and 

positive behavior. 

C.  Lunch/specials/recess schedule:   There has been a slight time-shift (5 to 10 

mins) with lunches and specials will be starting 10 minutes earlier.  The recess 

schedule is tbd.  Betty will be working with the teachers to determine a recess 

schedule.  The same grade may not necessarily all go out at the same time - it 

will depend on each individual class's schedule. 

D. Kindergarten - Classroom of the Future:  This will be a technology based 

classroom using technology as a tool for learning math and reading.  It is a pilot 

project where one kindergarten (Harvest was chosen from the three elementary 

schools), one 4th grade, one 5th grade, one grade at the middle school and 

one grade at the high school will participate.  The chosen kindergarten class will 

have 13 mini iPads and the teacher will get an iPad and a laptop.  The teacher's 

desk will be removed along with cubbies and most furniture.  There will be 

alternative seating such as beanbags or similar.  It will be a model classroom for 

the community to see. 

E. Loop Signage: at least 3 (possibly more) signs will be added to the parent drop-

off/pick-up loop to help direct traffic.  There have been issues with parents 

leaving his/her car unattended, letting kids out on the wrong side, passing 

illegally, etc.  There is hope the signs will clear up any confusion in the future and 

ensure a smooth drop-off or pick up before and after school. 

F. Harvest Four:  These have been the basic rules for the student body at Harvest.  

There is a committee working on ways to build upon this philosophy.  There is 

concern about the kids who always do well who aren't being recognized 

enough because they consistently do good.  One idea is to have an afternoon 
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with popcorn and a movie with Betty to reward these kids for always doing 

good.  The committee will also work on a system for the kids who may need a 

little extra reinforcement when the "clip" system isn't working the way it should.  

Betty believes in trying to avoid suspension at all cost. 

G. Coffee & Conversation:  Betty would like to offer these get-togethers throughout 

the year to get parent feedback.  These may be done by grade-level, at 

different times of day, etc.  Please pass along any topics you would like to see 

discussed. 

H. School Newsletter:  Betty is planning to provide a monthly school newsletter 

highlighting different events, a literacy corner done by Mrs. Taggert (formerly 

Klump and recognize/highlight teachers, etc.   

 

Events for 2013-2014: 

 

9/10  Open House for grades K thru 3 

10/11  Fun Run (reward for high earners will get to throw a pie in Betty's face) 

9/6, 1/10 Movie Nights - 6:30pm (tentative Spring date is 4/17) 

10/30  Halloween Bingo - 6pm to 8pm 

11/18  PJ Night - 6pm to 7:30pm 

11/14- 22 Book Fair 

11/20-21 Parent Conferences 

2/20  Math Night 

3/5  Pancake Supper - 5pm to 7pm 

5/23 - 30 3rd Grade Can-Do Project  

??  Box Top & Campbell Labels Dates 

 

 

 

 

 


