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Percentage Increase and Decrease 
 
Introduction: 
 
A percentage increase or decrease is the percentage of change relative to the original 
value. 
 
Increase in value = Increased value – Original value 
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in value Increase
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Decrease in value = Original value – Decreased value 
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Basic Practice Questions: 
 
1. A pair of branded shoes has its price raised from $150 to $162.  What is the 

percentage of increase relative to its original price? 
 

2. A pair of shorts in this store has its price slashed from $25 to $15.  What is the 
percentage decrease in its original price? 
 

 
Practice Questions: 
 
1. The price of laptop A, which was originally priced at $1500, is now $1245.  

Another laptop B, which was originally priced at $1800, is now priced at 
$1530.  Compare the percentage decrease in price of the two laptops. 
 

2. Billy’s salary has been increased by 9% while Calvin’s salary was increased 
from $1950 to $2086.50.  Who has a higher percentage increase in salary?  
What is the difference in percentage increase of their salaries? 
 

3. Patrick’s electricity bill this month is $276.48.  This is an increase of 8% of 
last month’s bill.  How much was Patrick’s electricity bill last month? 
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4. A carpenter needs to reduce the lengths of 2 planks.  After a reduction of 7% 
in length, plank A is now 120.9 cm.  Plank B, which had its length reduced by 
6%, is now 131.6 cm.  Find the difference in the original lengths of the 
planks. 

 
 

5. A shop priced a watch at $400.  Now it offers a 45% discount on the watch 
and if a GST of 7% is included, find the selling price. 
 

6. A camera shop offers a 32% discount on a camera’s marked price.  If the 
camera is sold for $109.14, inclusive of 7% GST, find its marked price. 
 

 


