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Advertising in Schools 

Administrative Procedures 

1. General locations for placement of commercial messages and advertisements shall be 

deemed appropriate by vote of the MSAD 52 board of directors.  The board, superintendent 

or designee may approve locations of individual messages/ advertisements.  Commercial 

messages and advertisements will not be allowed in classrooms.  

 

2. The Board recognizes that any advertisements should align the mission/vision of the schools 

and district.  As guidance, examples of commercial messages or advertisements that may 

contain, but are not limited to, any of the following characteristics, or at the discretion and 

judgment of the Superintendent of Schools, may not be accepted for placement on school 

facilities or upon school property are as follows: 

 

 Advertising which is not age appropriate for all age levels. 

 The promotion of or reference to the sale or consumption of alcohol, tobacco or other 

drugs in name or likeness. 

 The implication or promotion of establishments that are licensed for and primarily sell 

alcoholic beverages, including bars.  However, restaurants or other food service 

establishments may be authorized when the commercial message or advertisement 

promotes only the food service. (For example: a restaurant or food service establishment 

may not use in its advertising text the words “bar,” “pub” or “tavern” or other similar 

words denoting the sale of alcoholic beverages, even if such a word is part of the name of 

the establishment.) 

 Commentary, advocacy or promotion of issues, candidates, campaigns, or organizations 

of social, political, religious or rhetorical nature. This includes advertisements by political 

candidates for public office and advertisements concerning ballot issues. 

 The promotion of or reference to the use or sale of firearms, explosives or other weapons; 

or the depiction, suggestion or glorification of violence or acts of a violent nature. 

 Advertising that indirectly or directly promotes products or establishments that school-

aged children are legally prohibited from using or patronizing (such as alcoholic 

beverages, tobacco products, games of chance, casinos, etc.) 

 Materials that are religious or sectarian in nature. 

 

3. To protect the integrity of the school facilities or the school property under ownership and 

control of the MSAD 52 Board of Directors, and to ensure a proper measure of uniformity, 

durability and quality, the board shall establish specifications for the types of permitted 

advertising surfaces and physical materials, and may reject advertising surfaces and materials 

that do not conform with those specifications or that are not otherwise deemed to be suitable.  



The Board will determine the level of donation required to permit advertisements for specific 

businesses/individuals.  The Board will also determine the size and form of such 

advertisements. The advertiser is responsible for the procurement, printing and cost of the 

advertising medium.  

 

4. Prior to any acceptance or placement of commercial messages or advertisements upon any 

school facilities or school property under the ownership and control of the MSAD 52 Board 

of Directors, the specifications of the same, including all advertising copy or content and all 

materials by which such advertising shall be displayed, must be submitted to the board for 

approval. 

 

5. Businesses/Individuals making donations greater than $1000 may propose the 

advertisement/signage format, outside of the standard signage.  The Board at its discretion 

may accept this alternate format.  Additionally, the Board, at any time may choose to 

specifically acknowledge large donations. 
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