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File:  IKC 

 

WEIGHTED CLASS RANKS 

 

For the purpose of recognizing the additional effort and achievement associated with completion 

of courses demanding more than the usual quantity or intensity of study, a weighting system shall 

be applied to student grade point averages, solely for purposes of computing class rank for the 

top ten students in the graduating senior class and not for the purpose of reporting the GPA itself 

or individual course grades.   

 

At the end of seven semesters, class rank will be calculated using a weighted GPA, which will be 

calculated by multiplying the grade point value otherwise applicable to a student’s performance 

in a course by a weighting factor assigned to that course in accordance with this policy.  In order 

to be eligible for ranking in the top ten, students must be in attendance at Leavitt Area High 

School for two full years, one of which must be their entire senior year. 

 

Weighting factors shall be assigned as follows: 

 

1. 1.05 for classes identified as Advanced in Leavitt Area High School’s Program of 

Studies. 

2. 1.1 for classes identified as Advanced Placement. 

3. Any course to which the committee has not assigned a weighting factor shall have 

a weighting factor of 1.0. 

4. Courses transferred from other high schools will only be weighted if they are 

Advanced Placement courses. 

 

Requests for a weighting factor must be accompanied by supporting information, including a 

detailed syllabus for the course which reflects the rationale for the course to be identified as 

Advanced.  A committee consisting of network leaders, principal, director of guidance and a 

district administrator will consider all requests and make the determination.  The committee shall 

assign a weighting factor only if supporting information for the course demonstrates that the 

following criteria have been satisfied (to a degree consistent with the particular weight assigned): 

 

1. Courses receiving a factor greater than 1.0 (hereafter “weighted courses”) are 

substantially more challenging in terms of skills to be acquired or intellectual 

accomplishments to be demonstrated than typical courses offered at the same grade level 

(hereafter “unweighted courses”).   

2. Instructors expect that students in weighted courses are able to work and learn 

independently.  



- 2 – 

 

3. Weighted courses require mastery of material of greater depth, require greater creativity, 

require greater breadth of understanding, or require more intense and focused effort than 

unweighted courses. 

4. The expected rate of learning in weighted courses substantially exceeds that of 

unweighted courses. 

5. Weighted courses include those comparable in intellectual challenge and student level of 

effort to Advanced Placement courses. 

  

The committee shall act on all requests for the assignment of a weighting factor within 60 days of 

the presentation of the request.   

 

 

Adopted: September 2001 
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