
 
Grade 11 English Language Arts Power Standards

 
       I CAN   
Writing: Research to Build 
and Present Knowledge   
  W.11-12.7 Complete a sustained research 

project
W.11-12.7 Focus an inquiry on a problem or 
question (e.g. a self-generated question)
W.11-12.9 Research and support an 
analysis with evidence from important U.S. 
documents

11.1.5 Organize information 
logically
 

 

11.1.6 Use quotations effectively 
 

 

11.1.7
11.3.3

Evaluate research process 
using:
__ MLA research format
__ research information and 

sources
__ organization
 

R.I 11-12.7 Find and use sources from 
various media to solve a problem. 
W.11-12.8 Find credible information from 
multiple print and digital sources

Reading   
11.2.3 Analyze details, facts, and 

concepts from nonfiction 
genres 
 

R.I 11-12.1 Draw inferences from a 
nonfiction text
R.I 11-12.2 Summarize objectively 
R. I 11-12.6 Determine point of view, 
purpose, rhetoric. 
R.I 11-12.6 Analyze style
R.I 11-12.10 Comprehend nonfiction writing 
at my grade level.  
 

11.2.4 Identify techniques used in 
persuasive writing:
__ inductive reasoning
__ propaganda 
 

 



11.2.9 Evaluate literature based 
on social, cultural, and/or 
historical contexts 

R. L 11-12.1Analyze ideas and draw 
inferences in literature
R.L 11-12.2 Determine and analyze theme
R. L 11-12.2 Summarize objectively 
R. L 11-12.3 Analyze setting, plot, and 
character
R. L 11-12.5 Analyze author’s choices, 
including where to begin or end a story, 
specifically comic and tragic resolution
R. L 11-12.6 Distinguish among what is 
directly stated and what I have to infer. (e.g. 
satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).  
R. L 11-12.9 Demonstrate how two 
eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth-
century texts treat similar themes.  
R. L 11-12.10 Comprehend many genres of 
literature at my grade level.  

11.2.10 Use etymology to define 
words 

R.L 11-12.4 Analyze figurative meaning, 
connotative meaning, and word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
R.I 11-12.4 Analyze technical meaning on 
meaning and tone.  
L11-12.4 Use etymology, context clues, 
Greek or Latin roots to determine meaning.

Writing   
11.3.3
11.3.4
11.3.5
11.3.7

Write a persuasive paper:
__ gather and organize 
information
__ elaborate on ideas 

through word choice 
using grade-level 
vocabulary 

__ write and support a 
position
__ edit and revise

 



11-12.W.1 Write an argument
__ introduce precise claims
__ establish significance of 
claims
__ distinguish opposing 
claims
__ logically sequence 
claims, counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence
__ develop claims/
counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly
__ supply relevant evidence 
pointing out strengths and 
limitations that anticipates 
audience knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases
__ use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link text, 
create cohesion, and clarify 
relationships between 
reasons and evidence, 
and between claims and 
counterclaims
__ establish and maintain 
formal style and objective 
tone
__ provide a conclusion

W.1
Write an argument
__ introduce precise claims
__ establish significance of claims
__ distinguish opposing claims
__ logically sequence claims, counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence
__ develop claims/counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly
__ supply relevant evidence pointing out 
strengths and limitations that anticipates 
audience knowledge level, concerns, values, 
and possible biases
__ use words, phrases, and clauses to 
link text, create cohesion, and clarify 
relationships between reasons and 
evidence, and between claims and 
counterclaims
__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone
__ provide a concluding section
 
W 11-12.5 Focus on what is most significant 
for purpose and audience.  
 



11-12.W.2
 

Write informative/
explanatory paper
__ introduce topic
__ organize complex ideas, 
concepts, and information to 
create a unified whole
__ develop topic with 
sufficient /relevant facts, 
extended definitions, 
concrete details and 
quotations
__ use appropriate and 
varied transitions and 
syntax to create cohesion 
and clarify relationships 
among complex ideas/
concepts
__ use precise language 
and vocabulary such as 
metaphor, simile, and 
analogy to manage text 
complexity
__ establish and maintain 
formal style and objective 
tone
__ provide a conclusion

W.2
Write informative/explanatory paper
__ introduce topic
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, and 
information to create a unified whole
__ develop topic with sufficient /relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details 
and quotations
__ use appropriate and varied transitions 
and syntax to create cohesion and clarify 
relationships among complex ideas/
concepts
__ use precise language and vocabulary 
such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage text complexity
__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone
__ write a concluding statement/section 
reflective of the information
W 11-12.5 Focus on what is most significant 
for purpose and audience.  
 

11-12.W.3 Write a narrative (real or 
imagined)
__ set a problem, situation, 
or observation and create 
a smooth transition of 
experiences and events
__ introduce a narrator and/
or characters
__ establish one or multiple 
points of view
__ use narrative techniques:
     __ dialogue
     __ pacing
     __ description
     __ reflection
     __ multiple plots
__ use a variety of 
techniques to sequence 
events
__ use precise words 
or phrases, details, and 
sensory language to create 
a vivid picture
__ provide a conclusion
 

W.3
Write a narrative (real or imagined)
__ set a problem, situation, or observation 
and create a smooth transition of 
experiences and events
__ introduce a narrator and/or characters
__ establish one or multiple points of view
__ use narrative techniques:
     __ dialogue
     __ pacing
     __ description
     __ reflection
     __ multiple plots
__ use a variety of techniques to sequence 
events
__ use precise words or phrases, details, 
and sensory language to create a vivid 
picture
__ write a conclusion reflective of the 
resolution
W 11-12.5 Focus on what is most significant 
for purpose and audience.  
 
 



11.3.6
11.6.2

Identify and analyze 
figurative language and 
connotative meanings of 
words:
__ assonance
__ alliteration
__ poetic license
__ consonants
 

*This seems like a reading goal in the 
writing section.  We think it should go in the 
language section.  

   
 
 

 W 11-12.6 Use technology to publish writing, 
share writing, and respond to feedback.  
(e.g. using Google Docs, blogging, etc.)

 
Speaking and Listening   
Standard 5:  Students 

understan
d media   

11.5.4 Evaluate the accuracy of 
details in media messages

SL 11-12.1 Participate effectively in a range 
of collaborative discussions on various 
topics
SL 11-12.3 Evaluate speaker’s point of view, 
evidence, and rhetoric
SL 11-12.3 Analyze points presented 
including word choice, emphasis, and tone
SL 11-12.4 Deliver a persuasive 
presentation
SL 11-12.4 Use formal and informal style 
depending on purpose
SL 11-12.5 Use multimedia components in a 
presentation
 

Language   
11.6.1
11.1.7

Use grammar, usage, and 
punctuation to edit and 
revise 

 

11.6.2 (Refer to 11.3.6)  
  L.11-12.1 Demonstrate proper usage of the 

conventions of standard English
L.11-12.1 Consult relevant references as 
needed

  L.11-12.3 Vary sentence patterns for effect
  L. 11-12.5 Identify and use figurative 

language
L 11-12.6 Use grade-appropriate vocabulary

 


