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Red River Valley Education Cooperative 

Professional Learning Communities 
By Ione Swenson 
August 17, 2011 

 
All documents (with the exception of Math Common Assessments) may be viewed on the 

Web site at www.gfschools.org/RRVEC under PLCs Documents 
 
 

Rationale for Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) 
 
Across the country, districts are scheduling time for teachers at grade level or by subject to meet on a 
regular basis to discuss curriculum, standards, instructional strategies, and assessments, as well as 
interventions and strategies for differentiation. Because many of our districts have one or few teachers 
per grade or subject, the RRVEC began to host teachers from all across the region as Professional 
Learning Communities. The PreK-12 Math teachers began in the fall of 2009 with follow-up meetings in 
early 2010, and teachers of PreK-12 English-Language Arts and 7-12 Science, Social Studies, and non-
core areas were added in 2010-2011. Each group met once in the fall, and once in the spring. The 
teachers were offered one credit for the PLCs, using Ahead of the Curve, Douglas B. Reeves, ed., as the 
text. Facilitator for the PLC meetings has been Laurie Robinson, EduPulse, LLC, with connections to 
Solution Tree, a global provider of speakers, workshops, conferences, and professional development 
events and resources. 

 
 

RRVEC Professional Development Plan 
 
The RRVEC has adopted the Four Critical Questions of PLCs from Learning by Doing, by Richard 
DuFour et al., in an ongoing, overall professional development plan. The plan is sequential but is also 
cyclical by design, in that curriculum, assessments, interventions, and strategies for differentiation should 
be reviewed on a regular, ongoing basis (see Figure 1, with narrative). 
 
 

The RRVEC PLC Process 
 
1. Determining Priority/Power Benchmarks, “Essential Learnings” 
 
Due to the large number of standards, many districts across the country have determined priority, or 
power benchmarks using the format developed by Larry Ainsworth, author of Power Standards: 
Identifying the Standards That Matter the Most. Teachers in the RRVEC PLCs began in grade-level 
teams by analyzing each standard and rating the benchmarks under the standard as ―Need to Know,‖ 
―Important to Know,‖ and ―Nice to Know.‖ The ―Power Benchmarks Template‖ (see Figure 2), was used to 
assign points for the following categories:  
 
-   Teacher Input: What is the opinion of the teacher, based on expertise and experience? 
- * ―Endurance: Will this standard or indicator provide students with knowledge and skills that will be of 

value beyond a single test date? 
- * Leverage: Will this provide knowledge and skills that will be of value in multiple disciplines? 
- * Readiness for the next level of learning: Will this provide students with essential knowledge and skills 

that are necessary for success in the next grade or the next level of instruction?‖ 
-   State and national testing: How many items and points concerning this benchmark are on the NDSA? 
 
* From Power Standards, p. 13, by Larry Ainsworth, developed by Douglas B. Reeves 

http://www.gfschools.org/RRVEC
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Figure 1. RRVEC Professional Development Plan (ongoing), from the September 2010 issue of the RRVEC newsletter. 
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State Assessments Other Assess-

ments/Data 

Prioritized 
Standards 

 

ND Standards 

4. Differentiated Instruction  

How can we extend and enrich the learning for students who 

have demonstrated proficiency?  

2. Balanced Assessments 

How will we know if each student has learned it? 

3. Response to Intervention 
How will we respond when some students do not 

learn it? 

1. Curriculum/Standards Alignment 
What is it we want our students to learn? 

RRVEC Professional Development Map 

Formative, Classroom-

based Assessments 

 

  

The RRVEC Professional Development (PD) 

Map is designed around the Four Critical 

Questions of Professional Learning 

Communities (PLCs), as outlined in Learning 

by Doing: A Handbook for Professional 

Learning Communities at Work, by Rick 

DuFour, Rebecca DuFour, Robert Eaker, and 

Thomas Many:  

1. What is it we want our students to learn?  
2. How will we know if each student has 

learned it?  
3. How will we respond when some students 

do not learn it?  
4. How will we extend and enrich the learning 

for students who have demonstrated 
proficiency?  

  
In navigating the RRVEC PD Map, the 

foundation is the alignment of curriculum to 

standards and benchmarks. In moving up the 

map, balanced assessments, including 

formative and summative, are applied to 

measure progress and mastery of the 

curriculum.  

 As we heard from the authors of Pyramid 

Response to Intervention, our book study 

and professional development during 2009-

2010, curriculum and assessments need to 

be addressed before determining 

interventions. Then, if students are not 

making progress, those interventions include 

developing systemic, structured pyramids 

and individualized strategies through the PLC 

process. Finally, tiered lessons and flexible 

grouping address differentiated instruction in 

the classroom. 

As shown with the arrows, the process is 

cyclical, and each stage is meant to be 

reviewed, analyzed for efficacy, and 

adjusted, as needed. Throughout the 

RRVEC, districts are in different places at 

different levels of focus and need, which we 

strive to address through our PLCs and 

workshops.  

  

After analysis of the “bubbles” on the map, 

what are your district’s strengths and areas of 

need?  
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Figure 2.  Power Benchmarks Template used by teachers to determine priority standards, or “essential learnings.”  
 
 
Additionally, Larry Ainsworth uses three criteria—school, life, and the state test, with the guiding question, 
―What do your students need for success—in school (this year, next year, and so on), in life, and on your 
state tests?‖ 

 
Information from the DPI Web site on the ND State Assessment was obtained to analyze the number of 
test items and points. The information may be found at on the DPI Web site at 
www.dpi.state.nd.us/testing/assess/index.shtm, then under Bookmark Standard Setting, with listings 
beginning with 2010-2011/Benchmarks and back to 2007-2008/Benchmarks. 
 
If a benchmark received 4-5 points out of 5 for each of the criteria, it was initially determined a priority, or 
power benchmark, or ―Need to Know.‖ For 3-4 points, the benchmark was initially determined ―Important 
to Know,‖ and for 1-2 points, ―Nice to Know.‖ When all the standard teams finished the initial analysis, the 
large group came back together to give input on the categories. When consensus was reached, each 
benchmark was color-coded as follows: 
     
    Yellow = ―Need to Know‖ 
    Blue = ―Important to Know‖ 
    Pink = ―Nice to Know‖ 
  
The color-coded standards documents are based on current state standards, except for Math and 
English/Language Arts, for which the pre- ―ND Standards Based on the Common Core Standards‖ were  

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/testing/assess/index.shtm


4 

 

 
 
used, before the state adoption of the new Common Core standards in June 2011. Teachers of Math and 
Language Arts will be working on updating the documents during the next two years. The color-coded 
standards documents may be viewed at www.gfschools.org/RRVEC under PLCs Documents. 
 
It is important to note that this color-coded system is for prioritizing, not necessarily excluding any 
standards or benchmarks. The ―Need to Know‖ benchmarks are those that will be focused on for 
assessments, and for which the teachers completed the next step in the RRVEC PLC process, writing 
student-friendly ―I Can Statements.‖ 
 

 
2. Writing Student-friendly “I Can Statements” 

 
Once the ―Need to Know,‖ or power benchmarks were determined, the teachers worked in their teams to 
write student-friendly ―I Can Statements‖ for the power benchmarks only, focusing on the vocabulary and 
types of assessments that would be used to measure mastery of the benchmarks (see examples in 
Figures 3-9).  
 
Teachers spent much time discussing what they want students to know, understand, and be able to do, or 
in Larry Ainsworth’s terms, ―unwrapping‖ the standards. The list of ―I Can Statements‖ represents what 
students should know, understand, and be able to do by the end of the school year for that grade. 
Therefore, discussion regarding the levels of verbs, or what students were expected to do to show 
mastery became important. Teachers used the Knowledge, Reasoning, Skills, and Performance verbs, 
known as the ―KRSP‖ (pro. “crisp”) process (see Figure 10). The verbs for knowledge represent the basic 
level of understanding, increasing  in rigor with reasoning, using skills, and creating or performing. The 
verbs used in the final documents were analyzed for rigor using the KRSP process, and each statement 
was aligned with an appropriate type of assessment. 
 
The KRSP verbs can also be used for differentiation in the classroom. The different levels of verbs can be 
applied to the same objective, or statement, depending on the instructional level of the different groups or 
individuals. The verbs may also be used to extend or enrich the students’ activities. 

 
 
3. Communicating with Students and Charting Progress 
 
The ―I Can Statements‖ are meant to be shared with the students to discuss expectations and determine 
progress. For example, if each student receives a copy of the statements, progress can be charted using 
the columns and spaces to the right to document periodic checks towards mastery. Teachers plan a 
number of ―formative assessments,‖ which may be used to adjust instruction on the way to a ―summative 
assessment‖ for mastery. Power benchmarks can be broken down into learning progressions, or steps 
that need to be understood towards mastery of the larger concept represented as an end-of-year 
expectation.  
 
Some teachers, especially those in the lower elementary grades, have chosen to break apart the ―I Can 
Statements,‖ discussing with the students only one or more at a time. Mastery for an entire class may be 
documented using the Classroom Benchmarks Check (see Figure 11) to list all the students in the class, 
then by using a checkmark, percentage, or rubrics score, document the date of mastery for each student. 
 
 

4. Other Uses for “I Can Statements”  
 
Districts have used the ―I Can Statements‖ for Parent-Teacher Conferences and informational brochures 
regarding grade-level expectations. Special education directors, coordinators, and teachers have also 
noted the helpfulness in seeing the grade-level expectations and levels of assessment. The ―I Can 
Statements‖ may be particularly helpful for vertical PreK-12 analysis of the curriculum. 

http://www.gfschools.org/RRVEC
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End-of-Year Common Assessments or End-of-Unit Instructional Design Maps 
 
At the follow-up meeting during second semester in 2010, K-12 Math designed summative, end-of-year 
Common Assessments based on the ―Need to Know‖ benchmarks included in the ―I Can Statements.‖ 
These assessments were first given in May of 2010, revised during the fall of 2010, and given again in 
May 2011. During the fall of 2011, results will be analyzed with those who gave the assessments across 
the RRVEC. The Math Common Assessments are not uploaded on the Web site, since it is not password 
protected, but are available upon request. 
 
Although the draft of the new ND Common Core Standards had not been released when Math “I Can 
Statements” were crafted in the fall of 2009, the teachers later incorporated Common Core elements in 
the Common Assessments. These elements are designated with a “C.C.” in the Standards bar. 
 
For examples of the Common Assessments for Math, developed by the teachers, see Figures 12 and 13. 
 
K-12 Language Arts teachers developed writing prompts and criteria for a written summative assessment 
for all genres. The writing prompts and criteria for scoring may be found at the end of the grade-level  
―I Can Statements‖ on our Web site at www.gfschools.org/RRVEC under PLCs Documents (see example 
in Figure 14). 
 
Grades 7-12 teachers of Science, Social Studies, and non-core areas developed an end-of-unit 
assessment using the Instructional Design Map template, provided by Laurie Robinson. The template 
combines the documentation of the appropriate standards, key vocabulary, resources, the KRSP levels 
(p. 4), the ―I Can Statements‖ aligned to the learning targets, formative and summative assessments, and 
enrichments or interventions (see example in Figure 15). 
 
 

Analysis of the Common Assessments 
 
As a follow-up to the Common Assessments that were administered across the RRVEC in May 2011, 
teachers will meet again during fall 2011 to discuss the results of the assessments using the Classroom 
Benchmarks Check (Figure 11) and the template provided by Laurie Robinson (Figure 16).  Data will be 
compiled and distributed. 
 

 
From PLCs to the District and Classroom 

 
- Are veteran and new teachers aware of the Four Critical Questions of PLCs? 
- Are veteran and new teachers aware of the ―I Can Statements?‖ 
- Are grade-level learning targets shared with the students and parents? 
- Are teachers using formative assessments to monitor progress and adjust instruction? 

(Templates such as the Classroom Benchmark Check and the Instructional Design Map 
can be used for any grade or subject.) 

- Are teachers practicing effective questioning and descriptive feedback techniques? 
- Are teachers meeting on a regular basis to discuss curriculum, assessments, and 

instructional strategies, as well as the meaning of ―mastery‖ for your district? 
- Are districts discussing alternative or supplemental options for grading, including 

standards-based grading? 
- Are teachers taking advantage of the PLC meetings, materials, and Web-based 

resources? 

 

http://www.gfschools.org/RRVEC
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RRVEC PLCs in 2011-2012 

 
Continuation with RRVEC PLCs will build on the foundation with a focus on standards (including the new 
ND Common Core) and formative assessments in the classroom. During 2011-2012, the teachers in 
Grades PreK-6 will have a combined day for Math and English/Language Arts. Specific agenda items will 
include Common Assessment results, ND Common Core changes, review of the KRSP differentiation 
process, questioning and descriptive feedback techniques, and introduction to learning progressions and 
formative assessments leading to the ―essential learnings,‖ or ―big ideas.‖  
 

 
Ist Semester              2nd Semester 
 
Sept. 26 – PreK-K – Math/English Language Arts (ELA) 
Sept. 27 – Grade 1 – Math/ELA 
Sept. 28 – Grade 2 – Math/ELA 
Sept. 29 – Grade 3 – Math/ELA 
Sept. 30 – Leadership Teams 
 
Oct. 3 – Grade 4 – Math/ELA 
Oct. 4 – Grade 5 – Math/ELA 
Oct. 5 – Grade 6 – Math/ELA 
Oct. 6 – Grades 7-8 – Math  
Oct. 7 – Grades 9-12 – Math  
 
Dec. 5 – Grades 7-8 – ELA 
Dec. 6 – Grades 9-12 – ELA 
Dec. 7 – Grades 7-12 – Science 
Dec. 8 – Grades 7-12 – Social Studies 
Dec. 9 – Grades 7-12 – Non-core Areas 

 
Jan. 16 **Vertical PLCs across the RRVEC 
Jan. 17 – Grades 9-12 – Math  
Jan. 18 – Grades 7-8 – Math  
Jan. 19 – Grade 6 – Math/ELA 
Jan. 20 – Grade 5 – Math/ELA 
 
Jan. 23 – Grade 4 – Math/ELA 
Jan. 24 – Grade 3 – Math/ELA 
Jan. 25 – Grade 2 – Math/ELA 
Jan. 26 – Grade 1 – Math/ELA 
Jan. 27 – PreK-K – Math/ELA 
 
Mar. 26 – Grades 7-8 – ELA 
Mar. 27 – Grades 9-12 – ELA 
Mar. 28 – Grades 7-12 – Science 
Mar. 29 – Grades 7-12 – Social Studies 
Mar. 30 – Grades 7-12 – Non-core Areas 
 

 
** January 16 – From Professional Learning Communities to the Classroom 
Guest Consultants: Laurie Robinson, EduPulse, LLC, and Janet O’Hara, EduTech 
 
Subject Area Bands (PreK/K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12) 
Subject Area Vertical Review Teams (PreK-12) 

- Curriculum Flow Through the Grades 
- Common Core Standards 

“Transformative Assessments” 
Embedded, “Day-to-Day, Minute-by-Minute” Assessments 
Standards-based Assessments and Grading 
 
 

Teacher Leaders and Follow-up PLCs 
 
Pending final budget approvals, the RRVEC may offer a number of  Web-based follow-up PLCs after the 
face-to-face meetings with Laurie Robinson. These meetings will target the learning progressions and 
specific assessments per semester. Teacher leaders will continue to be identified to assist with the follow 
up and sustainability of the PLC meetings and culture (training scheduled for September 30).  
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Resources 
 
Documents and templates may be found on the RRVEC Web site at www.gfschools.org/RRVEC. The site 
also includes the Teacher Recommended Web Sites (from the RRVEC PLCs) found under Resources. 
During the 2011-2012 PLCs, the teachers will be asked to share graphic organizers. 
 
Examples of actual PLC sessions may be viewed on www.YouTube.com by searching PLC video clips: 
 

- Wright Middle School (agenda and norms for PLCs based on a Five-stage Protocol) 
- Adelphia School: PLC Meeting 2010 by learningforward (utilizing NWEA ladders and other 

data, flexible grouping, concept maps) 

- Letcher Central HS (Math and Language Arts PLCs, with formative assessments, learning 
targets, verbal and written feedback, using a user-friendly template) 

- Watsonville High School Math Collaboration (bi-weekly Monday morning PLCs with large 
group analyzing benchmark data) 

- newtonconoverschools (adjusting instructional strategies using a graphic organizer, in this 
case, the Water Cycle) 

- Solution Tree: The Power of PLCs at Work, introduction to full-scale DVD, features Mike 
Mattos, Jan. 2010 presenter in Grafton, re. PLC as a ―process,‖ not a ―program‖ 

 
 
 

Materials 
 
Common texts (pending) for credit for 2011-12—one for face-to-face PLCs, and one for computer-
based follow-up PLCs: 
 
   -  Transformative Assessment, W. James Popham (basics of formative assessment aligned with 

learning progressions that include ―enabling knowledge‖ and subskills) 
 
   -  Embedded Formative Assessment, Dylan Wiliam (questioning and surveying techniques for quick 
 checks for understanding) 
 
Continued follow-up by districts, according to “current position on the pathway” and initiatives: 
 
   -  Classroom Assessment for Student Learning, Rick Stiggins et al. (types of assessment and rubrics)   
 
   -  Seven Strategies of  Assessment for Learning, Jan Chappuis (examples of formative assessments, 
 rubrics, and graphic organizers—good from a teacher’s point of view) 
 
   -  Learning by Doing, Rick DuFour et al. (basics of implementing PLCs) 
 
   -  How to Grade for Learning or A Repair Kit for Grading: 15 Fixes for Broken Grades, Ken O’Connor 

(standards-based grading) 
 
   - Developing Standards-based Report Cards, Thomas Guskey 
 
 
Always good for review (past texts for credit and book studies): 
 
-  Ahead of the Curve, Douglas B. Reeves et al. (articles from the experts in the field re. formative, 
 classroom-based assessment) 
 
-  Pyramid Response to Intervention, Austin Buffum et al. (Response to Intervention through PLCs)  
 

http://www.gfschools.org/RRVEC
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Grade Three Math Power Benchmarks 

 I CAN  

Standard 1: Number and Operation      

3.1.1 

3.1.2 

Count, order, read, and write numbers from  

hundredths to 10,000 

     

3.1.3 Write place values up to 10,000 using: 

     standard form   ____ 

     expanded form ____ 

     word form         ____ 

     

3.1.4 Tell if numbers are odd or even from 0 to 10,000      

3.1.5 Name place values from 10,000 to hundredths      

3.1.10 Show and tell ways to multiply using repeated addition, 
rectangular arrays, and skip counting 

     

3.1.13a Add and subtract whole numbers to 10,000      

3.1.13b Add and subtract three-digit numbers with regrouping      

Standard 2: Geometry and Spatial Sense 

3.2.3 

3.2.4 

Locate and draw: points            ____ 

                            endpoints       ____ 

                            lines               ____ 

                            line segments ____ 

                            rays                ____ 

                            angles            ____ 

     

3.2.6(a) Locate lines of symmetry on a shape      

3.2.6(b) Draw lines of symmetry on a shape      

3.2.7(a) Locate congruent shapes      

3.2.7(b) Locate similar shapes      

Standard 3: Data Collection, Display, and Interpretation 

3.3.3(a) Name parts of a graph by: 

title____, label____, scale____, and data____ 

     

 
Figure 3. Partial list of Grade 3 Math “I Can Statements,” using “Need to Know” Priority, or Power Benchmarks. 
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Grade 7 Language Arts Power Benchmarks 

 

       I CAN 

Standard 1:  Students engage in the research process 

7.1.2 Use a variety of sources to access information 
 

     

7.1.6 Produce a bibliography 
 

     

7.1.7 Write a research report using a thesis sentence 
 

     

7.1.9 Evaluate research with a rubric 
 

     

Standard 2:  Students engage in the reading process 

7.2.2 
7.RI.1 
7.RL.2 
 

Use reading strategies to aid comprehension by using: 

 organizers 

 summarizing 

 paraphrasing 

 vocabulary building strategies 

 context clues 
 

     

7.2.7 
7.RL.3 
7.RL.6 
7.RI.6 

Identify literary elements, i.e.: 
__ foreshadowing 
__ point of view 
__ plot development 
__ protagonist/antagonist 
__ theme 
 

     

7.2.8 
7.RL.4 
7.RI.4 
 

Locate figurative language, i.e.: 
__ personification 
__ similes 
__ metaphors 
__ hyperbole 
 

     

7.2.9 
7.RL.4 
 

Identify sound devices, i.e.: 
__ alliteration 
__ onomatopoeia 
__ rhyme 
__ repetition 
__ rhythm 
 

     

7.RL.10 Read and comprehend at a grade 7-8 level, e.g., stories, 
dramas, and poems 

     

 
Figure 4. Partial list of Grade 7 Language Arts “I Can Statements,” using “Need to Know” Priority, or Power Benchmarks 
and showing inclusion of ND Common Core Standards, coded as RI, Reading Standards for Informational Text, and RL, 
Reading Standards for Literature. The “i.e.” listings are mandatory, or, “it’s essential.” 
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Grade 8 Earth Science Power Benchmarks 

       I CAN 

Standard 1: Students understand the unifying concepts and processes of science (no power 
benchmarks) 

Standard 2: Students use the process of science inquiry 

8.2.2 Use evidence to generate descriptions, explanations, 
predictions, and models 

     

8.2.3 Use basic mathematics and statistics to interpret 
quantitative data 

     

8.2.4 Design and conduct a scientific investigation: 

__ design and carry out an experimental  

     investigation supported with evidence 

__ interpret experimental data using math  

     operations 

__ create a graph from experimental data 

__ identify the control, constant(s), independent,  

     and dependent variables of an experiment 

__ choose and use the scientific equipment for the  

     right task properly 

     

Standard 3: Students understand the basic concepts and principles of physical science  

Standard 4: Students understand the basic concepts and principles of life  science  

Standard 5: Students understand the basic concepts and principles of earth and space 
science 

8.5.3 Explain the water cycle: 

__ explain the water cycle without errors 

__ explain how temperature affects the phase of  

     matter, i.e., solid, liquid, and gas 

__ explain how the role temperature plays in  

     balanced and unbalanced forces on the motion  

     of an object in convection currents 

__ choose and use the scientific equipment for the  

     right task properly 

     

 
Figure 5. Partial list of Grade 8 Earth Science “I Can Statements,’ using “Need to Know” Priority, or Power Benchmarks. 
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Grades 9-12 Social Studies 
World History Power Benchmarks 

 

       I CAN 

Standard 1: Students apply Social Studies skills and resources 

9-12.1.1 Interpret and evaluate by using maps, charts, etc.      

9-12.1.2 Interpret and evaluate a variety of sources to understand 
social studies content 

     

9-12.1.3 Draw conclusions from information gathered in various 
ways 

     

9-12.1.6 Examine the differences between factual and biased 
information 

     

Standard 2: Students understand important historical events 

9-12.2.12 Analyze the key events, ideas, and importance of the: 

__ Renaissance 

__ Reformation 

__ Scientific Revolution 

__ Enlightenment 

     

9-12.2.20 Demonstrate awareness of current events and how they 

affect me 

     

Standard 3: Students understand economic concepts and the characteristics of various 

economic systems (no power benchmarks) 

Standard 4: Students understand the development, functions, and forms of various political 

systems and the role of the citizen in government and society (no power benchmarks) 

Standard 5: Students understand and apply concepts of geography 

9-12.5.1 Distinguish between different human cultures      

9-12.5.2 Interpret how humans interact with their environment      

Standard 6: Students understand the importance of culture, individual and group identity 

9-12.6.1 Explain how cultural influences, e.g., religion and 
government, can affect human behavior 

     

  
Figure 6. Partial list of Grades 9-12 World History “I Can Statements,” using “Need to Know” Priority, or Power 
Benchmarks. 
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 Grade 9-12 Library/Media Power Benchmarks 

       I CAN 

Standard 1: Research 

12.1.1 Define and narrow a research topic      

12.1.2 Plan a research strategy      

12.1.3 Locate materials in the library 

Use Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature to find 
magazine articles 

Find books with information on a topic using table of 
contents and index 

Use the databases, e.g., elibrary, sirs, and inet   

     

12.1.4 Use a variety of criteria to evaluate and select information      

12.1.5 Use organizational strategies to record and synthesize 
information 

     

12.1.6 Present research by developing a product using media 
and technology 

     

12.1.7 Evaluate the research process      

Standard 2: Developing products using media/technology 

12.2.1 Demonstrate awareness of audience when creating media 
products 

     

12.2.2 Write a citation in MLA style 

Synthesize information to create a library brochure  

     

12.2.3 Use a variety of criteria to evaluate the material I use to 
make my brochure 

     

12.2.4 Communicate with communities beyond school by adding 
my brochure to the school web page, school TV stations, 
and school newsletter 

     

Standard 3: Technology systems 

12.3.2 Demonstrate advanced knowledge and skills in various 
media technology as I develop and share my brochure 

     

  

Figure 7. Partial list of Grades 9-12 Library/Media “I Can Statements,” using “Need to Know” Priority, or Power 
Benchmarks. 
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Grades 7-8 Music Power Benchmarks 

       I CAN 

Standard 1:  Singing—Sing accurately and with others, a varied repertoire of music 

8.1.1 Sing my part with good tone      

 Sing my part with appropriate phrasing      

 Match pitch and rhythm      

 Sing with dynamic expression      

 Sing with appropriate diction      

Standard 2:  Instrumental Performance—Students perform on instruments,   
                      alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music 

8.2.1 Play my instrument with appropriate phrasing and breath control      

 Play with good posture      

 Play with correct articulation      

 Play with dynamic expression      

Standard 3:  Improvisation—Students improvise melodies, variations, and  accompaniments 

8.3.3 Create a melody with varying rhythms with voice and instrument      

Standard 4: Composition—Students compose and arrange music with specific guidelines 

8.4.1 Compose an original melody using given notes and rhythms      

Standard 5: Reading Music—Students read and notate music 

8.5.1 Read complex rhythms with a steady beat: 

__sixteenth 

__dotted notes/rests 

     

Read simple and compound meters  with a steady beat: 

__6/8 

__3/8 

__cut time 

     

8.5.2 Sight-read simple melodies on the staff      

 Identify simple intervals on a staff      

Standard 7:  Evaluating Music—Students evaluate music and music performances 

8.7.1 Use grade appropriate musical terms when describing music 
performances 

     

 Explain how to improve a performance using grade appropriate 
terminology 

     

Figure 8. Grades 7-8 Music “I Can Statements,” using “Need to Know” Priority, or Power Benchmarks. 
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Grades 7-8 Career Development Introductory Power Benchmarks 

 

 

       I CAN 

Standard 1: Standard 1: Personal and Social Development 

1.1.1a Identify interests, likes, and dislikes      

1.1.2a  Identify personal abilities, aptitudes, strengths, skills, and 
talents 

     

1.1.9a Recognize that self-concept can affect educational 
achievement (i.e., performance) and/or success at work 

     

Standard 2: Education Achievement and Life-Long Learning 

2.1.1a Recognize the importance of educational 

achievement and performance to the attainment of 
personal and career goals 

     

2.1.3a Identify strategies and study skills for improving 
educational achievement and performance 

     

2.1.5a Describe the importance of having a plan to improve 
educational achievement and performance 

     

2.1.6a Describe how personal attitudes and behaviors can impact 
educational achievement and performance 

     

Standard 3: Career Management 

3.1.2a Describe how to develop a plan (e.g., steps and content)      

3.1.3a Identify short-term and long-term career goals (e.g., 
education, employment, and lifestyle goals) 

     

3.1.4a Recognize internal and external changes can affect career 
plans 

     

 
Figure 9. Grades 7-8 Career Development “I Can Statements,” using “Need to Know” Priority, or Power Benchmarks. 
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Figure 10. Kinds of Targets using Key Words in the KRSP Process. (Document may be viewed in an easier to read form on 
the RRVEC Web site at www.gfschools.org/RRVEC under PLCs Documents.) 

 

http://www.gfschools.org/RRVEC
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Figure 11. Classroom Benchmarks Check, used to chart mastery for an entire class. (Document may be viewed in an easier to 
read form on the RRVEC Web site at www.gfschools.org/RRVEC under PLCs Documents.) 
 

http://www.gfschools.org/RRVEC
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Grade 4 Assessment    
 

 

 I can identify, read, and write place value from 100,000 through 100ths.     C.C. (6 pts.)                                          

 

1. Use digits to write the number forty-nine thousand, six hundred. 

  

     _________________________  

 

    What is the place value of 5 in the examples below? 

 

2. 518 ______________   3. 853 ____________  4. 5,312 _______________ 

 

5. Write 317,401 in word form. 

 

      ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

      ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Write 21,023 in expanded form:_____________________________________________ 

 

      ______________________________________________________________________ 

   

 

7.  Write the following numbers in order from greatest to least. 

 

321,145        312,541        322,175 

 

       _________________    _________________    _________________ 

 

Compare using the symbols <, >, or =. 

 

8.     968          897                     9.     125,344            125,434     

   

  

I can round and estimate whole numbers to the nearest tens, hundreds, thousands, ten 

thousands, and hundred thousands.                               (4 pts.) 

 

10. Round 114,078 to the nearest hundred. ____________________ 

 

11. Round 527,510 to the nearest thousand. ____________________ 

 

12. Round 847,058 to the nearest hundred thousand. _______________ 

 

13. Betty bought $3.35 worth of candy, $3.75 for popcorn, and a movie ticket for $4.75. 

Estimate: About how much money did Betty spend? Show your work below. ____________ 
 
 
 Figure 12. Partial document showing end-of-year Common Assessments for Grade 4 Math. 

I can order and compare using symbols.                                                   (5 pts.) 
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Algebra I Common Assessment 

  

Standard 1: Numbers and Operations 

 

9-10 1.1 Express numbers between one-billionth and one billion in fraction, decimal and 
verbal form: express any number in scientific notation                                                  3pts 

 

1.  Express .32 as a fraction:     ____________ 

2.  Express .00000159 in scientific notation:      ___________________ 

3.  Convert  to a decimal:     ____________ 

9-10 1.5 Use the order of operations to simplify algebraic expressions (PEMDAS)     2pts 

Simplify: 

     4.     8 +  4(5) – ( -5)2   _______ 

 

Simplify: 

5.       ________ 

 

9-10 1.7 Apply basic properties of exponents to simplify algebraic expressions         3pts 

Simplify:      

     6.  (4x4)2          __________          

 

 

    7.   *       ____________             

 

9-10 1.8 Estimate to find realistic solutions to problems                                           C.C. 2pts 

 

8.  What is 20% of 800?  ____________ 

 

9. A coat has ticket price of $45 is on sale for 30% off and there is a sales tax of 7.5%, what 
is the final price?____________ 

 
 
Figure 13. Partial document showing end-of-year Common Assessments for Algebra I. 
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Grade 6 Common Assessment Writing Prompt 

Narrative:  All of us have favorite stories and especially favorite 

characters within those stories.  What would happen if your favorite 

character visited your class for a day?  What would you remember 

most about this adventure?  Write a narrative about an adventure at 

your school with your favorite character. 

I can…    Yes    No 

Write a narrative paper with at least five paragraphs to: 

__ introduce the chosen character and their personality. 

__ develop a situation that occurs when the character visits. 

__ organize a sequence of events. 

__ use transition words to show the story development. 

__ use precise words to clarify events. 

__ conclude the story with a logical outcome.  

  

Use correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation   

Use complex and compound sentences   

Use dialogue, pacing, and description to develop events and 

characters 

  

Use writing process of planning, revising, and editing   

 
 
 

Figure 14. Example of Grade 6 writing prompt with criteria as part of the end-of-year writing assessment. 
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Figure 15. End-of-unit Instructional Design Map for Environmental Science. 

 

Instructional Design Map for Environmental Science 

*Big Idea:  
The availability of energy & nutrients determine the frequency of the 
different types of organisms an ecosystem 

Standards/ Essential Outcomes 
11-12.1.3; 11-12.5.2 

Key Vocabulary: Biogeochemical Cycle; Trophic level; predation, 
competition, symbiosis, parasitism, mutualism, commensalism, nitrogen 
fixation, denitrification, assimilation, ecosystem 

Materials and Resources: 
Holt Biology textbook 

Timeline: 
2-3 weeks 

Fall _____ 
Winter____ 
Spring__X__ 

Knowledge: 
Know the different tropic 
levels & what kinds of 
species are in each; 
Know the different forms 
that the elements take. 

Reasoning: 
Explain the tactics 
different organisms 
take to acquire and 
conserve resources. 

Skill: 
Predict the size of a 
higher level trophic 
level dependent on 
the size below it. 

Product: 
Design a nutrient cycle poster. 

 

I Can Statements: (Student Learning Targets) 

Students explain how Earth systems are in dynamic equilibrium, such as classify the trophic levels among organisms. 

Students evaluate the short-term and long-term effects of chemical processes, e.g. pollution, nutrients cycles, impact of plants 

with atmospheric composition. 

Formative--# 1 

Understand and describe the 

flow of energy & nutrients 

through a guided reading & 

lecture 

 

 

 

Formative--#2 

Students pick one plant or 

animal and detail how it 

maintains adequate 

energy & nutrients 

Formative-# 3 

Ecology Lab (on 

computer) students 

analyze the different 

trophic levels in multiple 

ecosystems. They 

calculate the efficiency 

from each level to the 

next 

*Summative Assessment 

Written test; includes content 

questions (mostly multiple 

choice), pictures & diagrams for 

identification, and essay 

question(s) on strategies 

organisms use for acquiring and 

preserving nutrients & energy. 

Reflections: 

 

Enrichments/Interventions 

Needs Support: Proficient: Needs Challenge: 
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Analyzing Assessments 

 

Grade Level:  _______  Pre- assessment  ______   Mid-Assessment  ______ Post Assessment  ______ 

Subject Area:____________________________  Name of Assessment _____________________________________________ 

Teacher/Team(s) _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Power Standard or Learning Target Assessed:    

Questions Responses 

What areas did the students do well? 

 

 

 

What instructional strategies helped the students do well? 

 

 

 

What areas stood out as student weaknesses? 

 

 

 

 

Where there any patterns were evident in the student mistakes, and 
what does this tell us? 

 

 

 

 

Which students did not master the essential skills and will need 
additional time and support? 

 

What specific interventions must be used to help the students 
reach proficiency? 

 

 

 

 

What improvements can be made to the assessment tool? 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16. Template, from Laurie Robinson, for analyzing the RRVEC Common Assessments during Fall 2011. 
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For more information on RRVEC  
Professional Learning Communities (PLCs), 

contact Ione Swenson, Coordinator: 
 

ione.swenson@gfschools.org 
701-746-2205 ext. 167 (office) 

701-351-1054 (cell) 
701-772-7739 (fax) 

 
Check the RRVEC Web site at www.gfschools.org/RRVEC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ione.swenson@gfschools.org

