
Red River Valley Education Cooperative 

Improving the Quality of Education through Collaborative Efforts 

    www.edline.net/pages/rrvec                           May/June  2013    

 

 

Common Core  

Standards 

Assessments and  
Rubrics 
 

With Jan Hoegh, Marzano Research Lab 
August 6-7, 2013 

8:00 am—4:00 pm 

Mark Sanford Education Center 

Conference Rooms 1&2 * 

  Common Core Aligned Assessments 

  Grade-level Expectations  

  Proficiency Scales and Rubrics 

 Jan K. Hoegh, associate vice president of Marzano      
Research Laboratory, is a former classroom teacher, 
building level leader, professional development specialist, 
assistant high school principal, and curriculum coordina-
tor. Jan, who has 28 years of experience in education, 
also served as assistant director of statewide assessment 
for the Nebraska Department of Education, has served on 
numerous statewide and national standards and             
assessment committees and has presented at national   
conferences.  

 Jan’s primary training focus is the transition to Common 
Core State Standards. An active member of several     
educational organizations, Jan was president of the      
Nebraska Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development. She holds a bachelor of arts in elementary 
education and a master of arts in educational administra-
tion, both from the University of Nebraska Kearney, and 
also earned a specialization in assessment from the     
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

* The location may change, depending on number of    
participants. This workshop is partially funded through a 
Title IIA grant through the ND Department of Public    
Instruction. Interested participants should work with their 
district administrators regarding registration with the 
RRVEC and possible reimbursement for non-contractual 
time. 
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More than four years ago and new to this 

position, I recall approaching the team of 

Cavalier teachers (easy to spot in their    

orange sweatshirts!) at an Austin Buffum 

workshop in Fargo regarding the idea of 

getting teachers together at grade level. The 

answer, as I recall, was something akin to, 

“We’ve been hoping for this!”  

 

Since then, we’ve analyzed standards until 

it’s second nature, in all subjects, and at all 

levels (whew!). We’ve read books written by 

experts from across the country, and we’ve 

hosted presenters from the top institutions in 

the country as well. We’ve analyzed and 

designed assessments and, as of late,      

designed units for the Common Core writing 

and math that will require much deeper criti-

cal thinking and problem-solving abilities.  

 

I know your students are in good hands with 

teachers who couldn’t be more dedicated,     

I wish you all continued success, and      

congratulations to this year’s retirees! 

We’ve 

Come a 

Long 

Way…! 



 2013-2014 Professional Learning Communities 

(Proposed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

Proposed Schedule for Virtual PLCs through Google Hangout for ELA and Math 

 

 
   English Language Arts Units (Above) 
 - Compare student writing samples for proficiency levels for Common Core Standards in Unit Design 

  - Discuss instructional strategies, results 

 - Discuss and revise rubrics, as needed 

 

   Math Units (Above) 
 - Compare content results for Common Core Standards in Unit Design 

 - Discuss instructional strategies, resources for standard 

 - Discuss corresponding Mathematical Practices Standard for applications/extensions, essential questions,  

    word problems. 

 

   Science (Face-to-Face) 
  - Pending state adoption of Next Generation Science Standards, analyze new standards 

 

   Social Studies  
 - Discuss infusion of writing, results, and instructional strategies 

 - Discuss and revise rubrics, as needed 

 - Peer Observation and Feedback Program, based on Instructional Units (1/2 day per semester for lesson plan overview, 

    observation, and feedback) * 

 

   Music, Art, Foreign Language, Business, Lib/Media, PE/Health, FACS, CTE 
 - Discuss infusion of writing, results, and instructional strategies 

 - Discuss and revise rubrics, as needed 

 - Peer Observation and Feedback Program, based on Instructional Units (1/2 day per semester for lesson plan overview, 

    observation, and feedback) * 

 

   Principals/Instructional Coaches (Face-to-Face); evaluation system, PLC planning and updates 

   Technology Coordinators (Face-to-Face); continued district trainings 

   Counselors (Face-to-Face); analyze and implement new career curriculum, if adopted 

    ELL/Special Education/Title I—infuse with grade level at elementary or course at secondary; give input on  

     accommodations, as included in the RRVEC Unit Design template 

 

*  Information on secondary lesson studies can be found at http://www.lessonstudygroup.net/ for the Chicago Lesson Study 

Group and at http://centerforaiw.com/ for Authentic Intellectual Work (the pilot program used by several districts in northwest 

MN). 
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Quarter 1 Oct 4 Oct 8 Oct 9 Oct 10 Oct 11 

Quarter 2 Dec 17 Dec 18 Jan 7 Jan 8 Jan 9 

Quarter 3 Mar 4 Mar 5 Mar 6 Mar 7 Mar 11 

Quarter 4 Apr 25 Apr 29 Apr 30 May 1 May 2 

          (if needed) 

 A Schedule 
  

ELA ELA Math Math   

8:00-9:00 PreK 6 Fourth Course 
  

5   

9:10-10:10 
  

K 7 Alg II 4   

10:15-11:15 
  

1 8 Geometry 3   

11:20-12:20 

  

2 9 Alg I 2   

12:45-1:45 
  

3 10 8 1   

1:55-2:55 
  

4 11 7 K   

3:00-4:00 
  

5 12 6 PreK   



 

RRVEC PLC Table of Units 
 

Following is a sample format showing some of the cross-curricular writing units matching Science, Social Studies, 

or Math with opinion/argument, informative, or narrative genres from the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 

that were completed in the spring PLCs. The table will be updated and uploaded with “clickable” units from all 

groups. Secondary units are also accessible via Google Docs.  Math groups were asked to match at least one of the 

CCSS content standard with a Math Practices Standard for added rigor, critical thinking, or problem solving. Well 

done, considering this reflects a few hours’ work for each group! 
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3rd Annual ND RTI Conference  
Fargo Holiday Inn, Fargo, ND 

  

Expanded options!    

Phenomenal presenters! 
  

June 10th:  Response to Intervention Behavior 

June 11 and June 12:  RTI for Academics 

  
 

Ø  The ND RTI Conference begins on Monday, June 10th with special pre-conference     

sessions focused on Response to Intervention for Behavior, featuring nationally re-

spected behavior specialist George Batsche.  

 

Ø  The two-day RTI Conference will be held Tuesday, June 11th and Wednesday, June 12th. 

Keynote speakers Mark Shinn and Marcy Stein will focus on RTI in elementary and sec-

ondary levels.  

 

Ø Trainings for all teachers to support literacy instruction in the general education, special 

education, and other classroom settings as outlined by the Common Core State Stan-

dards (CCSS) 

 

o  University of Kansas’ Center for Learning evidence-based practices, Strategic  

Instruction Model (SIM) Strategies, will be held during 3-hour intensive trainings on all 

three days of the conference. These trainings will be facilitated by SIM professional de-

velopers.  

 

Ø  CEU Credit from Valley City State. Registration Opens June 1- June 30.  

     Information may be obtained at the conference. 

 

Ø  Numerous breakout sessions will provide opportunities to:  

 

o   gain practical knowledge and skills, 

 

o   investigate new intervention strategies and processes for MATH, Literacy and  

     Behavior, 

 

o   learn what schools around the state are doing, 

 

o   assist your team in creating an action plan that you can use to strengthen RTI efforts 

in your school! 

  

Ø  Bring a team and attend all three days to maximize the impact! 

  
The registration is electronic and can be accessed via www.ndrti.com 

 or www.ndseec.com.  The registration deadline is May 31. 
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 Statistics and Probability Workshop 
With Cathy Williams, GFPS Instructional Coach for Math 

For Math Teachers Grades 6-12 

Earn 1 credit through UND 

June 11, 13, 18, & 20, 1:00-4:30 PM 

Mark Sanford Education Center, Grand Forks 

 
The Common Core State Standards call for the teaching of probability and statistics in all grades 6-11 at a 

greater depth than in the past. This four-session workshop for secondary teachers is designed to help  

participants brush up on both the content knowledge and the instructional strategies necessary to teach these 

concepts effectively.  

 

Participants will: 

• Explore the progression of  statistics and probability through the Common Core document 

• Solve engaging problems in statistics and probability  

• Consider how to help students conceptualize the big ideas in probability and statistics 

• Use technology to enhance the teaching of probability and statistics 

• Identify and utilize rich mathematical tasks to teach probability and statistics 

 

Register by calling Deb Koopman at (710)746-2205 ext. 7110. 
 
 

Summer Learning Events at UND 
 

The University of North Dakota is pleased to announce the following educator professional development events 

to be held this summer on campus in Grand Forks.   For full descriptions and credit registration, go to: http://

educators.und.edu/workshops/   Please register 10 days prior to the event start date. 

 

June 3 – 7,  The Kaleidoscope of North Dakota’s Regions, ND Geographic Alliance Summer Institute 

Dr. Douglas Munski, Instructor;  3 credits (or select from several 1 credit options); Housing and all meals pro-

vided, UND Department of Geography, O’Kelly Hall.  To register to attend the event, please contact the North 

Dakota Geographic Alliance, Marilyn Weiser, at 701.858.3063 or mairlyn.weiser@minotstateu.edu, $50 class 

registration fee.  For more information concerning the available credit for this learning event contact Dr. Doug-

las Munski, 701.777.4591 or douglas.munski@email.und.edu.  

June 3 – July 24, Monday and Wednesdays from 4:00 -7:00 p.m., Digital Photography for Teachers 

Dr. Lars Helgeson and Betsy Thaden, Instructors;  3 credits; Education Building 

 

June 6 – August 1, Thursdays from 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. ,  Introduction to Ceramics 

Dan Van Tassell, UND Artist in Residence;  1 credit; Hughes Fine Arts Center  

 

June 8 – July 27, Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.,  Plant Science and Gardening 

Dr. Lars Helgeson, Instructor;  3 credits;  Education Building, Room 22 

 

June 26 & 27, Singing and the Voice for Educators 

Louise Pinkerton, Instructor; 1 Credit; Hughes Fine Arts Center 

 

July 22 – 27,  The Reading-Writing-Language Connection:  A Mini-institute for Foreign Language Teach-

ers.  Pam Fisher, Instructor; 2 credits; Merrifield Hall, Room 10.  To register to attend the event or for more 

info, contact the instructor, Pam Fisher at pam.fisher@gfschools.org.   Please email Ms. Fisher prior to the 

event start date to receive additional information about the class. Registration Deadline: July 20  

Submitted by Kim Jones, Coordinator, UND Professional Development for Educators 

701-777-4225 or kim.jones@email.und.edu 

http://educators.und.edu/workshops/
http://educators.und.edu/workshops/
mailto:mairlyn.weiser@minotstateu.edu
mailto:douglas.munski@email.und.edu
mailto:pam.fisher@gfschools.org
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

Contact:  Sherry Niesar, Curriculum Specialist  701-527-3714 sniesar@nd.gov 

 

ND Game & Fish Department 

Summer Educator Workshops  
 

National Archery in the Schools Workshop on June 4-5 at the Nishu Bow Range in Bismarck.   

The National Archery in the Schools (NASP) program teaches international style archery.  The 

workshop will provide participants with the fundamentals to teach archery in grades 4-12. Archery 

is a completely safe activity where girls, boys, athletes and non-athletes all compete on a level play-

ing field. The program can be taught indoors or outdoors.  NASP has spread throughout the country 

into 47 states, and schools involved in the program have documented an increase in attendance, 

heightened self-esteem, and improved academic performance when the program is offered.  Partici-

pants will complete the workshop with basic archery skills or improved archery skills, teach inter-

national style archery, Implement an archery unit in their classes using the NASP program and im-

plement an afterschool activity using the NASP program.  This workshop requires pre-registration 

and a fee of $10 payable to the North Dakota Bow Hunters Association. To register, contact Jeff 

Long at North Dakota Game & Fish Dept. at 701-328-6322 or jrlong@nd.gov.  Graduate Credit is 

available through the University of North Dakota. 

 

Science Resources for Elementary Educators on June 19-20 at North Dakota Game & Fish  

Department Headquarters, Bismarck.  Graduate credit is available through University of North  

Dakota Preregistration is not required for this workshop.  This workshop will provide participants 

with an overview of North Dakota Game & Fish Department resources available to educators. 

Among the resources to be explored are: The Whale; Wildlife of North Dakota Trunk; Elementary 

Aquatic Education Trunk; Habitats of North Dakota; as well as many others. This in an integrated 

workshop that will interest, elementary, science, social studies teachers and anyone that would like 

to breathe life back into their curriculum. This workshop is sponsored by the Lakes Region Teacher 

Center.   

 

Birds of North Dakota on June 26-27at the North Dakota Game & Fish Department Headquarters 

in Bismarck.  Registration Fee is $40 payable to Bismarck Art & Galleries Association (BAGA).  

Contact BAGA at 701-223-5986 or email then at sherry.baga@midconetwork.com.   

Teachers completing this workshop will have a basis for teaching bird studies relevant to North  

Dakota by integrating life science techniques with the visual arts using information found in the 

Lewis and Clark journals. There will be a large amount of time spent in the outdoor learning area 

watching birds and learning about them in their natural habitat. This is a very active workshop with 

both field and classroom activities.  Materials are correlated to meet North Dakota Curriculum 

Standards.  For more information on this workshop or to register, contact BAGA at 701-223-5986 

or register online at:  http://www.bismarck-art.org/index.cfm?page=classes.  Class sizes are limited 

so register early.   

 

For more information on these upcoming workshops contact Sherry Niesar at 701-527-3714. 

mailto:sniesar@nd.gov
mailto:jrlong@nd.gov
mailto:sherry.baga@midconetwork.com
http://www.bismarck-art.org/index.cfm?page=classes
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ND Geographic Alliance Summer Institute in partnership with the Dakota  

Science Center and UND Department of Geography 

June 3-7 – 3 credits  
The Kaleidoscope of North Dakota’s Regions - Event happening on North Dakota’s “East Coast” 

 

North Dakota is a kaleidoscope of interconnected regions. Explore them from the local to interna-

tional perspective and from a world perspective through the use of geospatial technologies as tools 

for understanding human-environment interaction. Expand your network of colleagues and interact 

with academic and professional geographers in a research university setting who are valuable re-

sources in the job of educating students.  Enjoy the geographic spirit of adventure in the Red River 

Valley of the North. Day trips will provide many opportunities for classroom application. 

Housing for attendees will be provided on the University of North Dakota campus and all meals 

will be provided. $50 class registration fee. To request a registration form and more information, 

please contact the North Dakota Geographic Alliance, Marilyn Weiser, at 701.858.3063 or 

721.6248 or marilyn.weiser@minotstateu.edu; contact Dr. Douglas Munski , 701.777.4591;  

douglas.munski@email.und.edu, or Dr. Laura Munski, 701.772.8207 or laura.munski@gmail.com  

 

 

Teacher Resource Coalition Workshop  

North Dakota Wars: the Civil War and the Cold War 

June 26-28 – Valley City – 2 credits 
 

Based at Valley City State University on June 26-28, we will model lessons, protocols and the 

strength of field experiences to help you develop learning opportunities. By combining history,  

geography, and environmental studies in a learning cohort we will exchange ideas, approaches and 

experiences to strengthen our practical teaching and learning activities. This professional  

development opportunity will demonstrate team teaching, interdisciplinary curriculum development 

and implementation and the use of art and technology in strategies that engage students in  

meaningful activities.  Participants will also become familiar with resources, tools, and information 

available through NDTRC and its members. For details about registration contact Erik Holland, 

teacher of record and Curator of Education with the State Historical Society of North Dakota at 

eholland@nd.gov or 701-328-2792. 

 

 

Geographically FIT (Forestry Institute for Teachers) 

Charter Bus Tour of Central North Dakota  

August 5-8, 2013 – 2 credits  
 

Special access tours, relevant presentations, and comfortable accommodations are provided by the 

MSU-ND Geographic Alliance and the NDSU-ND Forest Service in the Hazen area.  Each day, 

we’ll spend time in content rich, hands-on outdoor experiences, individual and group activities, and 

participants will receive educational materials to utilize when school begins in the fall. Presenters 

and local people from Garrison Dam, Audubon Wildlife Refuge, Knife River Indian Villages, 

Lewis and Clark Fort Mandan Centers, Cross Ranch State Park, Smith Grove, Great Plains  

Synfuels Plant and the Freedom Lignite Mine will provide information and resources. Contact 

Marilyn Weiser at 701-858-3063 or 721-6248, Glenda Fauske at 228-5446. 

mailto:marilyn.weiser@minotstateu.edu
mailto:douglas.munski@email.und.edu
mailto:laura.munski@gmail.com
mailto:eholland@nd.gov
tel:/701%20328-2792
mailto:eholland@nd.gov


 

 


