
 
 

Grade 8 Social Studies Power Benchmarks 
 

       I CAN 

Standard 1: Students apply Social Studies skills and resources 

8.1.1 
8.1.2 

Use primary and secondary resources, e.g., 
maps, diaries, speeches, charts, etc., to analyze 
and interpret information about North Dakota 

     

Standard 2: Students understand important historical events 

8.2.1 Dissect how different factors caused  the U.S. to 
change 

     

8.2.2 Appraise how political parties developed to 
resolve issues in early years of the U.S. 

     

8.2.3 Compare and contrast how political leaders 
dictated national policy of the 1800s 

     

8.2.6 Explain the causes of the Civil War      

8.2.7 - Identify key events and people of the Civil War 
- Evaluate the consequences of the Civil War 

     

8.2.8 Identify the social, economic, political, and culture 
factors of Reconstruction 

     

8.2.10 Examine the rationale for western expansion and 
how it affected minorities 

     

Standard 3: Students understand economic concepts and the characteristics of 
various economic systems 

8.3.2 Identify technological advances and how they 
impacted the regions of the U.S. prior to the Civil 
War 

     

Standard 4: Students understand the development, functions, and forms of 
various political systems and the role of the citizen in government and society 

8.4.1 Identify the rights and responsibilities of being a 
citizen 

     

8.4.2 Describe how the U.S. Constitution was created      

8.4.3 Describe how the U.S. Constitution and 
Amendments influence society 

     

8.4.5 Recognize the roles of the three branches of 
government at local, state, and national levels 
 
 

     



Standard 5: Students understand and apply concepts of geography 

8.5.1 Describe the location and characteristics of the 
Red River Valley, the Drift Prairie, and the 
Missouri Plateau 

     

8.5.2 Describe the characteristics, distribution, and 
effects of human migration within the U.S. during 
different time periods  

     

8.5.3 Compare population and land use of places and 
regions in North Dakota 

     

Standard 6: Students understand the importance of culture, individual identity, 
and group identity (no power benchmarks) 

 


