
 
 

Grade 10 Language Arts Power Benchmarks 
 
 

       I CAN 

Standard 1:  Students engage in the research process 

10.1.10 Write a research paper by using: 
__ electronic databases 
__ relevant, reliable information 
__ an outline 
__ a thesis statement 
__ MLA format 
 

     

10.1.11 Present research information      

Standard 2:  Students engage in the reading process 

10.2.1 Summarize nonfiction genres      

10.2.4 Identify figurative language, specifically: 
__ allusion 
__ symbolism 
__ imagery 
 

     

10.2.5 Analyze literary elements, specifically: 
__ character                      __ setting 
__ plot                               __ stanza 
__ act                                __ scene 
__ chapter                         __ verse 
__ fiction                           __ nonfiction 
__ point of view 
 

     

10.RL.10 Read and comprehend fiction and nonfiction at 
grade level 

     

Standard 3:  Students engage in the writing process 

10.3.1 (Reference 10.1.10)      

10.3.2 Defend a personal opinion using facts as support      

9.3.1 
9-10.W.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts: 
__ introduce topic 
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information to make connections and 
distinctions 

__ develop topic with sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, details, and quotations 

     



__ use appropriate transitions to create cohesion 
and clarify relationships among complex 
ideas/concepts 

__ use precise language to manage topic 
complexity 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

9.3.2 
9-10.W.3 

Write a narrative (real or imagined): 
__ set a problem, situation, or observation and 

create a smooth transition of experiences and 
events 

__ introduce a narrator and/or characters 
__ establish one or multiple points of view 
__ use narrative techniques: 
     __ dialogue 
     __ pacing 
     __ description 
     __ reflection 
     __ multiple plots 
__ use a variety of techniques to sequence events 
__ use precise words or phrases, details, and 

sensory language to create a vivid picture 
__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

9.3.3 
9-10.W.1 

Write an argument: 
__ introduce precise claims 
__ distinguish opposing claims 
__ establish clear relationships among claims, 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 
__ use words, phrases, and clauses to link text, 

create cohesion, and clarify relationships 
between reasons and evidence, and between 
claims and counterclaims 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

10.3.6 Write compositions for school and peers: 
__ organize according to purpose 
__ use precise language 
__ use specific point of view 
__ use a variety of supporting details 
__ use grade-level vocabulary 
 

     



10.3.11 
10.3.12 
10.3.13 
10.3.14 

Edit and revise compositions: 
__ content 
__ point of view 
__ sentence construction 
 

     

9-10.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts: 
__ introduce topic 
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information to make connections and 
distinctions 

__ develop topic with sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, details, and quotations 

__ use appropriate transitions to create cohesion 
and clarify relationships among complex 
ideas/concepts 

__ use precise language to manage topic 
complexity 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

9-10.W.3 Write a narrative (real or imagined): 
__ set a problem, situation, or observation and 

create a smooth transition of experiences and 
events 

__ introduce a narrator and/or characters 
__ establish one or multiple points of view 
__ use narrative techniques: 
     __ dialogue                 __ pacing 
     __ description             __ reflection 
     __ multiple plots 
__ use a variety of techniques to sequence events 
__ use precise words or phrases, details, and 

sensory language to create a vivid picture 
__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

9-10.W.1 Write an argument: 
__ introduce precise claims 
__ distinguish opposing claims 
__ establish clear relationships among claims, 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 
__ use words, phrases, and clauses to link text, 

create cohesion, and clarify relationships 
between reasons and evidence, and between 
claims and counterclaims 

     



__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 

9.3.1 
9-10.W.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts: 
__ introduce topic 
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information to make connections and 
distinctions 

__ develop topic with sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, details, and quotations 

__ use appropriate transitions to create cohesion 
and clarify relationships among complex 
ideas/concepts 

__ use precise language to manage topic 
complexity 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

Standard 4:  Students engage in the speaking and listening process (no power 
benchmarks identified) 

Standard 5:  Students understand media (no power benchmarks identified) 

Standard 6: Students understand and use principles of language 

10.6.1 
9-10.L.2 

Use conventions of grammar: 
__ sentence reduction 
__ parallel structure 
__ elliptical clauses 
__ conjunctions 
__ clausal/phrasal patterns 
 

     

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



End-of-Year Common Assessment 
 
 
Writing Prompt:  Persuasive 
 

Our school board has adopted a policy stating that all students in grades 9-
12 are required to complete 10 hours of community service each school 
year in order to be granted senior privileges.  Do you agree or disagree 
with this policy?  Defend your opinion. 

 
 

I can… Yes No 

Provide and check for:   
__ clarity of ideas 

 list of pros and cons 

 choose side 
__ organization 

 introduction 

 body paragraphs 

 logical sequence 

 transitions 

 conclusion 
__ sentence fluency 

 variety of sentence structure  

 variety of sentence length 
__ voice 

 consistent 

 age appropriate 

 audience appropriate 
__ word choice 

 age and audience appropriate 

 consistent tense 

 specific words 
__ conventions 

 spelling 

 capitalization 

 correct grammar 

 correct usage 

 punctuation 
__ presentation 

 at teacher’s discretion 
 
 

  



 Persuasive Writing Assessment 
 

Writing Traits Assessment 
All traits graded on a scale of 1-6; 1 being low and 6 being high. 
           Points 
Ideas (10.3.2; 10.3.4) 

 The topic is narrow and manageable. 

 Your point of view is clear and makes sense. 

 The details support your point of view. 
 
Organization (10.3.4; 10.3.6) 

 The introduction is clear and inviting. 

 The order of your support makes sense. 

 The writing has a strong, meaningful conclusion. 
 
Voice (10.3.8) 

 The writing matches the purpose and audience. 

 The author cares about the subject and writing. 

 The tone and style are engaging. 
 
Word Choice (10.3.5; 10.3.8) 

 Specific and descriptive words are used. 

 The writing uses fresh words and phrases. 

 The writing paints a clear picture with words. 
 
Sentence Fluency (10.3.13) 

 There are a variety of sentence types and structures. 

 The sentences are well constructed. 

 The piece is easy to read aloud. 
 
Conventions (10.6.1) 

 Spelling is correct. 

 Punctuation is present and accurate. 

 Capitals are used correctly. 

 Grammar and usage are correct. 

 Logical paragraphing is present. 
 
Presentation 

 The writing is typed neatly. 

 Correct information and margins are used. 

 The overall look is pleasing. 
 
 

 Total Points 
 
 
Comments: 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Student/Teacher Reflections: 
 


