
 
 

Grade 12 English Language Arts Power Benchmarks 
 

       I CAN 

Standard 1:  Students engage in the research process 

12.1.4 Defend research paper or project 
 

     

12.1.5 Evaluate the research process and apply 
strategies to a variety of writing purposes 
 

     

Standard 2:  Students engage in the reading process 

12.2.1 Identify satire and allegory 
 

     

11-12.RL.3 Analyze impact of author’s choices 
 

     

12.2.2 Critique details facts and concepts in non-fiction 
 

     

11-12.RI.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence 
 

     

12.2.3 
11-12.RL.1 
11-12.RL.2 
11-12.RL.6 
11-12.RL.10 
11-12.RI.1 
11-12.RI.2 
11-12.RI.5 

Identify persuasive writing: 
__ context                                  __ inference  
__ summary                               __ fallacies              
__ point of view                          __ citations 
__ faulty reasoning                    __ propaganda 
__ grade-level comprehension 
__ analyze written structure 
__ analyze central idea(s) 

     

12.2.5 Identify figurative language: 
__ allusion 
__ symbolism 
__ imagery 
 

     

11-12.RL.10 Comprehend figurative language 
 

     

Standard 3:  Students engage in the writing process 

12.3.1 Write formal documents: 
__ business reports           __ business letters 
__ resumes                        __ scholarship letters 
__ letters of inquiry            __ letters of complaint 
 
 

     



11-12.W.2 
 

Write an informative/explanatory paper: 
__ introduce topic 
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information to create a unified whole 
__ develop topic with sufficient /relevant facts, 

extended definitions, concrete details and 
quotations 

__ use appropriate and varied transitions and 
syntax to create cohesion and clarify 
relationships among complex ideas/concepts 

__ use precise language and vocabulary such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage text 
complexity 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

11-12.W.3 Write a narrative (real or imagined): 
__ set a problem, situation, or observation and 

create a smooth transition of experiences and 
events 

__ introduce a narrator and/or characters 
__ establish one or multiple points of view 
__ use narrative techniques: 
     __ dialogue 
     __ pacing 
     __ description 
     __ reflection 
     __ multiple plots 
__ use a variety of techniques to sequence events 
__ use precise words or phrases, details, and 

sensory language to create a vivid picture 
__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

9.3.3 
9-10.W.1 

Write an argument 
__ introduce precise claims 
__ establish significance of claims 
__ distinguish opposing claims 
__ logically sequence claims, counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence 
__ develop claims/counterclaims fairly and 

thoroughly 

     



__ supply relevant evidence pointing out strengths 
and limitations that anticipates audience 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases 

__ use words, phrases, and clauses to link text, 
create cohesion, and clarify relationships 
between reasons and evidence, and between 
claims and counterclaims 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

12.3.2 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.7 
 

Write persuasively: 
__ defend position with evidence 
__ structuring arguments 
__ develop claims 
__ use rhetorical devices 
 

     

12.3.3 Organize ideas and details according to purpose 
 

     

12.3.8 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.3 
 

Edit/revise standard conventions and tone: 
__ develop arguments      __ conclusion 
__ thesis statement          __ varied syntax             
__ precise language         __ formal tone    
__ transitions     
  

     

12.3.9 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.3 

Edit and revise for unity, coherence, clarity, and 
fluency 

     

12.3.10 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.3 

Edit and revise for parallel structure and verb 
tense and agreement 

     

12.3.11 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.3 

Edit and revise for clauses and phrases      

Standard 4:  Students engage in the speaking and listening process 

12.4.2 
11-12.SL.4 
11-12.SL.6 

Use voice effectively: 
__ tone                            __ pitch 
__ inflection                     __ emphasis 
__ formal tone 
 

     



12.4.5 Perform speeches: 
__ memorized                 __ extemporaneous 
__ impromptu                  __ expository 
__ persuasive/argumentative  
 

     

Standard 5:  Students understand media  

12.5.5 Examine advanced media: 
__ sound                         __ aesthetics 
__ camera                       __ lighting 
 

     

Standard 6: Students understand and use principles of language 

12.6.1 
11-12.L.1 
11-12.L.2 

Grammar usage mechanics: 
__ spelling                       __ punctuation 
__ capitalization              __ hyphens 
 

     

12.6.3 Interpret language: 
__ satire                          
__ parody 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



End-of-Year Common Assessment 
 
 
Writing Prompt:  Persuasive/Argument 
 
Through the point of view of an “extra” character from a literary selection, 
convince the antagonist (e.g. Grendel, Macbeth, Dracula) to terrorize in a 
different location. 
 

I can… Yes No 

Provide and check for:   
__ clarity of ideas 
__ organization 
__ sentence fluency (flow)  
__ sentence variety (simple, compound, complex, compound/complex) 
__ conventions:  grammar, usage, mechanics (GUM) 
__ word choice 
__ voice 
__ rhetorical devices 
__ argument structure 
__ significant revisions  
 

  

 
 

 
Teacher Directions:   

 Review reading:  Beowulf, Macbeth, or Dracula 

 Review “I Can” Statements (Standard #3: Students engage in the 
writing process) 

 Explain assignment 

 Writing time 

 Revising/editing time 

 Two periods needed for writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Rubric for the Assessment of the Argument/Persuasive Essay   
       
  
 

 3        2       1         0         Score 
 
A. 
 Introduction 
Background/history 
Define the problem 
Thesis Statement 
Conclusion 
 

 
Well developed 
introductory 
paragraph contains 
a detailed 
background, a clear  
explanation or 
definition of the 
problem, and a 
thesis statement.  
 
Conclusion 
summarizes the 
main topics without 
repeating previous  
sentences; writer’s 
opinions and  
suggestions for 
change are logical  
and well thought 
out.  

 

 
Introductory 
paragraph contains 
some background 
information and 
states the  
problem, but does 
not explain using  
details. States the 
thesis of the paper.  
 
Conclusion 
summarizes main 
topics. Some 
suggestions for 
change are  
evident.  

 

 
Introduction states 
the thesis but  
does not 
adequately explain 
the background of 
the problem. The 
problem is stated, 
but lacks detail.  
 
Conclusion 
summarizes main 
topics, but is 
repetitive. No 
suggestions for  
change and/or 
opinions are  
included.  

 

 
Thesis and/or 
problem is vague or  
unclear.  
 
Background details 
are a seemingly 
random collection of  
information, 
unclear, or not 
related to the topic.  
 
Conclusion does 
not adequately  
summarize the 
main points. No  
suggestions for 
change or  
opinions are 
included.  

 

 

 
B. MAIN POINTS  
Body Paragraphs  
Refutation  

 

 
Three or more main 
points are well  
developed with 
supporting details.  
 
Refutation 
paragraph(s)  
acknowledges the 
opposing view and  
summarizes their 
main points.  

 

 
Three or more main 
points are present  
but may lack detail 
and development in  
one or two.  
 
Refutation 
paragraph(s)  
acknowledges the 
opposing view but  
doesn’t summarize 
points.  
 

 
Three or more main 
points, but all  
lack development.  
 
Refutation  
paragraph(s) 
missing and/or 
vague  
Less than three 
main points,  
with poor 
development of  
ideas.  

 

 
Refutation missing 
or vague.  

 
 

 

 
C. ORGANIZATION  

 

 
Logical, compelling 
progression of  
ideas in essay; 
clear structure 
which enhances  
and showcases the 
central idea or  
theme and moves 
the reader through  
the text.  
 
Organization flows 
so smoothly the 
reader hardly thinks 
about it.  
 
Effective, mature, 
graceful transitions  
exist throughout the 
essay 

 
Overall, the paper is 
logically  
developed.  
 
Progression of 
ideas in essay 
makes sense and 
moves the  
reader easily 
through the text.  
 
Strong transitions 
exist throughout  
and add to the 
essay’s coherence 

 
Progression of 
ideas in essay  
is awkward, yet 
moves the reader  
through the text 
without too much  
confusion.  
 
The writer 
sometimes  
lunges ahead too 
quickly or spends  
too much time on 
details that do not  
matter.  
 
Transitions appear  
sporadically, but not 
equally throughout 
the essay.  

 

 
Arrangement of 
essay is unclear  
and illogical. The 
writing lacks a  
clear sense of 
direction.  
 
Ideas, details or 
events seem strung  
together in a loose 
or random fashion; 
there is no 
identifiable  
internal structure 
and readers have 
trouble following the 
writer’s line of 
thought.  
 
Few, forced 
transitions in the 
essay or no  
transitions are 
present. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
D. WORKS CITED 

 
Source material is 
smoothly  
integrated into the 
text. All sources  
are accurately 
documented in the  
desired format both 
in the text and on  
the Works Cited 
page.  
Source material is 
used.  
 

 
All sources are 
accurately 
documented,  
but a few are not in 
the desired format.  
Some sources lack 
credibility.  
Source material is 
used, but  
integration may be 
awkward.  
 

 
All sources are 
accurately  
documented, but 
many are not in  
the desired format 
or lack credibility.  
 

 
Lacks sources 
and/or sources are  
not accurately 
documented.  
Format is incorrect 
for all sources.  
 

 

 
E. MECHANICS  
Sentence Structure  
Punctuation &  
Capitalization  
 

 
Sentence structure 
is correct.  
 
Punctuation and 
capitalization are  
correct.  
 

 
Sentence structure 
is generally correct.  
Some awkward 
sentences do 
appear.  
 
There are one or 
two errors in  
punctuation and/or 
capitalization.  
 
.  

 

 
Work contains 
structural  
weaknesses and 
grammatical  
errors 
 
There are three or 
four errors in  
punctuation and/or 
capitalization.  
 

 
Work contains 
multiple  
incorrect sentence 
structures 
 
There are four or 
more errors in  
punctuation and/or 
capitalization.  
 

 

 

 
 
               TOTAL:     ___________ 
Grade Equivalent:  
A= 13-15 points  
B= 10-12 points  
C = 7-9 points                Grade:      ___________  
D= 4-6points  
F = 3 or less 
 
 
 
Comments:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 


