
 
 

Grade 11 English Language Arts Power Benchmarks 
 
 

       I CAN 

Standard 1:  Students engage in the research process 

11.1.5 Organize information logically 
 

     

11.1.6 Use quotations effectively  
 

     

11.1.7 
11.3.3 

Evaluate research process using: 
__ MLA research format 
__ research information and sources 
__ organization 
 

     

Standard 2:  Students engage in the reading process 

11.2.3 Analyze details, facts, and concepts from 
nonfiction genres  
 

     

11.2.4 Identify techniques used in persuasive writing: 
__ inductive reasoning 
__ propaganda  
 

     

11.2.9 Evaluate literature based on social, cultural, 
and/or historical contexts  
 

     

11.2.10 Use etymology to define words  
 

     

Standard 3:  Students engage in the writing process 

11.3.3 
11.3.4 
11.3.5 
11.3.7 

Write a persuasive paper: 
__ gather and organize information 
 

__ elaborate on ideas through word choice using 
grade-level vocabulary  

 

__ write and support a position 
 

__ edit and revise 

     



11-12.W.2 
 

Write an informative/explanatory paper: 
__ introduce topic 
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information to create a unified whole 
__ develop topic with sufficient /relevant facts, 

extended definitions, concrete details and 
quotations 

__ use appropriate and varied transitions and 
syntax to create cohesion and clarify 
relationships among complex ideas/concepts 

__ use precise language and vocabulary such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage text 
complexity 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

11-12.W.3 Write a narrative (real or imagined): 
__ set a problem, situation, or observation and 

create a smooth transition of experiences and 
events 

__ introduce a narrator and/or characters 
__ establish one or multiple points of view 
__ use narrative techniques: 
     __ dialogue 
     __ pacing 
     __ description 
     __ reflection 
     __ multiple plots 
__ use a variety of techniques to sequence events 
__ use precise words or phrases, details, and 

sensory language to create a vivid picture 
__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

9.3.3 
9-10.W.1 

Write an argument: 
__ introduce precise claims 
__ establish significance of claims 
__ distinguish opposing claims 
__ logically sequence claims, counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence 
__ develop claims/counterclaims fairly and 

thoroughly 
 
__ supply relevant evidence pointing out strengths 

and limitations that anticipates audience 

     



knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases 

__ use words, phrases, and clauses to link text, 
create cohesion, and clarify relationships 
between reasons and evidence, and between 
claims and counterclaims 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

11.3.6 
11.6.2 

Identify and analyze figurative language and 
connotative meanings of words: 
__ assonance 
__ alliteration 
__ poetic license 
__ consonants 
 

     

Standard 4:  Students engage in the speaking and listening process  
                     (no power benchmarks identified) 

Standard 5:  Students understand media  

11.5.4 Evaluate the accuracy of details in media 
messages 
 

     

Standard 6: Students understand and use principles of language 

11.6.1 
11.1.7 

Use grammar, usage, and punctuation to edit and 
revise  
 

     

11.6.2 (Refer to 11.3.6) 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



End-of-Year Common Assessment 
 
Writing Prompt #1:  Persuasive 
 

The school board has received funds to support one current or one new 
activity/program. Think about a current or new activity/program you would 
support. It could be artistic, athletic, dramatic, educational, or social. Write 
an essay persuading the school board that yours is a good choice. Give 
specific reasons to support your recommendation. 
 
 

 Criteria: 

 minimum of five well-developed paragraphs 

 typed 

 double-spaced 

 one class period given for completion 
 
 Teacher Directions:  

1. Explain to the students the school budget process. 

2. Have them decide what the most important thing is and where they 

would put the extra money. 

3. Have them explain and make an argument about why they put the 

money where they are putting it. 

I can… Yes No 
 

Provide and check for :   
  __ clarity of ideas 
  __ organization 
  __ sentence fluency 
  __ conventions 
  __ word choice 
  __ voice 
  __ rhetorical devices 
 
Write a persuasive paper using the following: 
  __ Make the ideas of my argument clear and understandable 
  __ Organization of ideas  
  __ Organization of paper structure  
  __ Use appropriate grade-level language that flows smoothly 
  __ Language is specific, precise, and varied according to the rules of 

formal grammar and usage 
  __ Use capitalization, correct spelling, and punctuation while editing and 

revising 

  



 

Adapted from the Nebraska Dept. of Education Grade 11 Persuasive 
Writing  : 
http://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/documents/AdvancedGrade11.
2010.pdf   (2-28-11) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/documents/AdvancedGrade11.2010.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/documents/AdvancedGrade11.2010.pdf


Anchor Paper /Exemplar (Persuasive) 
 

 Of all the skills and arts that one must demonstrate day after day, the skill of writing seems 
to be one of the most important. We all write every day, whether as a letter or e-mail, notes in 
class, or an essay detailing knowledge and reasoning. That is why I would urge the school 
board to appropriate funds for an extracurricular writing program that would simply focus on 
creative and expository writing. I think it would greatly benefit writers of all skill levels; thus, it 
would be helpful for all students. Supporting this learning program would improve students 
writing abilities, it would give students a creative and expressive outlet, and it would of course 
be both fun and educational. 
 
             Supporting a writing program would first improve students’ writing abilities in a variety of 
ways. Students would be able to practice writing in a number of forms, including informative and 
persuasive essays, formal letters and notes, short stories, and poetry. Through this practice, 
students would be able to familiarize themselves with the structure and tone of each specific 
writing form. Likewise, students could expand their vocabulary and improve their grammar 
through assigned exercises and also through application of this knowledge in their writing. 
Student’s writing skills would be further improved by teacher and peer reviews for each 
student’s work, focusing on clear and cohesive writing as well as making that writing more 
engaging to the reader. 
 
 Students’ writing would allow for a creative and expressive outlet. Giving students the 
opportunity to write in many different styles would help them, especially the shy and quiet ones 
who may have some trouble expressing themselves in other ways. Students could put their 
thoughts and feelings on paper as opposed to keeping it all inside. They could expound their 
political and social views in essays, detail their feelings in poetry, and escape from everyday life 
with fictional pieces. And, of course, this expression would be productive, fun, and educational 
all at once, as students would learn more about writing and themselves through the program. 
 
 The indisputable importance of writing as a skill and an art can be stated plainly. It would 
seem to me, then, that funding could go to no better place than a writing program, in which 
students are able to improve their skills, express themselves, and have lots of fun along the 
way. 

 

Alternate Writing Prompts 
 
Writing Prompt #2: Narrative 
Think of an experience when you realized that you suddenly understood an idea, 
a skill, or a concept you had been struggling with. Write a narrative that tells the 
story of your movement toward understanding. Your paper should help readers 
understand how you felt to struggle with the idea or skill and then to understand. 

 
Writing Prompt #3: Informative 
High school students have made the journey from childhood to adolescence and 
are rapidly approaching adulthood.  What changes have occurred during this 
journey? 

 

Writing Prompt #4: Research 
Choose a historical woman and discuss the role she played between the 
years 1865-1920.  Include details about her life and the impact she had on 
society. 


