
 
Grade 9 Language Arts Power Benchmarks 

 
 

       I CAN 

Standard 1:  Students engage in the research process 

9.1.10 
9-10.SL.4 
 
 
 
 
9-10.W.7 
(9-10.W.8) 
(9-10.W.9) 
 

Write and present research that includes: 
__ a thesis statement 
__ a variety of primary and secondary sources 
__ correct citations 
__ effective paraphrasing and summarizing 
 

Conduct short and more sustained research to 
answer a question: 
__ avoid plagiarism 
__ solve a problem, narrow or broaden inquiry 
__ synthesize multiple sources 
__ answer question research 
__ demonstrate understanding of the subject 
under investigation 
__ gather relevant information from multiple 
credible print and digital sources 
__ use advanced searches 
 

     

Standard 2:  Students engage in the reading process 

9.2.3 
9-10.RI.2 

Understand differences between nonfiction 
genres: 
__ newspapers             __ magazines 
__ electronic texts        __ biographies 
__ essays                     __ speeches 
__ reference materials 
 

     

9.2.4 
9-10.RI.5 
9-10.RI.6 

Identify and analyze persuasive writing      

9.2.9 
9-10.RL.3 

Identify and analyze: 
__ character                  __ scene 
__ setting                      __ chapter 
__ plot                           __ verse 
__ stanza                      __ article 
__ act                            __ point of view 
__ theme 
 

     



9.2.10 
9-10.RL.5 
9-10.L.5 
9.2.13 
9-10.RI.3 

Identify and analyze: 
__ mood                       __ dialogue 
__ foreshadowing         __ poetic license 
__ flashbacks                

     

9.2.15 
9-10.RL.4 
9.L.4 

Build vocabulary by reading a variety of  
grade-level texts 
 

     

9-10.RL.10 Read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade-
level 

     

9-10.RI.1 Cite text to support analysis      

Standard 3:  Students engage in the writing process 

9.3.1 
9-10.W.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts: 
__ introduce topic 
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information to make connections and 
distinctions 

__ develop topic with sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, details, and quotations 

__ use appropriate transitions to create cohesion 
and clarify relationships among complex 
ideas/concepts 

__ use precise language to manage topic 
complexity 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide conclusion 

     

9.3.2 
9-10.W.3 

Write a narrative (real or imagined): 
__ set a problem, situation, or observation and 

create a smooth transition of experiences and 
events 

__ introduce a narrator and/or characters 
__ establish one or multiple points of view 
__ use narrative techniques: 
     __ dialogue             __ description 
     __ pacing                __ reflection 
     __ multiple plots 
__ use a variety of techniques to sequence events 
__ use precise words or phrases, details, and 

sensory language to create a vivid picture 
__ provide a conclusion 
 

     



9.3.3 
9-10.W.1 

Write an argument: 
__ introduce precise claims 
__ distinguish opposing claims 
__ establish clear relationships among claims, 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 
__ use words, phrases, and clauses to link text, 

create cohesion, and clarify relationships 
between reasons and evidence, and between 
claims and counterclaims 

__ establish and maintain formal style and 
objective tone 

__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

9.3.5 Organize ideas and details of a composition 
according to purpose 
 

     

9.3.6 
9.3.10 
9-10.W.5 

Draft, edit, and revise compositions for: 
__ proper mechanics        __ grammar 
__ syntax                          __ diction 
__ order                             
__ grade-appropriate vocabulary 
 

     

9.3.12 
9-10.SL.2 
9-10.W.6 
9.4.2 

Use technology to publish and present       

Standard 4:  Students engage in the speaking and listening process  

9.4.2 Use visual aids effectively in oral presentation 
(see 9.3.12) 

     

9.4.4 Engage in group discussion      

9.4.5 Use critical listening skills, i.e., reflection      

Standard 5:  Students understand media  

9.5.2 Access media for a variety of purposes 
 

     

Standard 6: Students understand and use principles of language 

9.6.1 
9.6.2 
9.6.3 

Create effective sentences using correct: 
__ sentence structure 
__ parts of speech 
__ punctuation 
 

     

 
 

 
 



End-of-Year Common Assessment 
 
Writing Prompt: Persuasive 
 
What would improve your hometown?  Write a letter to the mayor convincing 
him/her to make a change that would improve your town. 
 
Letters should include: 
1.   Clear position 
2.   Focused topic 
3.   Counterclaims 
4.   At least three logical, compelling supporting examples or reasons 
 
Teacher Directions: 
Students should do at least one prewriting activity, create an initial draft of 
their letter, and revise the letter for a final draft.   
 
 
 

I can… Yes No 

 
Provide and check for:   
__ clarity of ideas 

 list of pros and cons 

 choose side 
__ organization 

 introduction 

 body paragraphs 

 logical sequence 

 transitions 

 conclusion 
__ sentence fluency 

 variety of sentence structure  

 variety of sentence length 
__voice 

 consistent 

 age appropriate 

 audience appropriate 
__word choice 

 age and audience appropriate 

 consistent tense 

 specific words 

  



 
__ conventions 

 spelling 

 capitalization 

 correct grammar 

 correct usage 

 punctuation 
__presentation 

 at teacher’s discretion 
 

 

 

Student/Teacher Reflections: 


