
 
Grade Eight Language Arts Power Benchmarks 

 

 I CAN 

Standard 1:  Students engage in the research process 

8.1.2 Use a variety of primary and secondary sources      
8.1.5 Write a research paper using a thesis statement      
8.W.8 - Use the standard format for my citations 

 

- Effectively paraphrase my work to avoid 
plagiarism  

     

8.1.7 Use a rubric to evaluate my research paper      

Standard 2:  Students engage in the reading process 

8.2.3 
8.RL.6 
8.RI.6 
8.RI.5 
8.RI.1 
8.RL.1 
8.RI.3 

Understand what I read by using: 
 
__ context clues                  __ inference 
__ summarizing 
__ understanding point of view     
__ citing specific examples from the text 

     

8.2.5 
8.RL.2 
8.RL.3 
8.RI.2 
8.RI.3 

Analyze how dialogue propels plot development 
 
Determine the theme of the text 
 
Compare character roles, e.g., protagonist, 
antagonist, etc 

     

8.2.6 
8.RL.4 
8.RI.4 

Determine meaning of figurative language:  
__ personification                 __ simile 
__ metaphor                         __ hyperbole 
 

     

8.2.8 Explain the uses of sound devices, i.e., rhyme, 
repetition, onomatopoeia, alliteration 

     

8.2.9 
8.RI.4 

Determine the meanings of words and phrases in 
a text, e.g.,  

     

8.RI.8 Evaluate the argument and claims in a text: 
__ sound reasoning 
__ evidence to support the claim 
__ assess irrelevant evidence 

     

8.RI.9 Analyze two or more texts with conflicting 
information 

     



8.RI.10 Read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the 
high end of Grade 8 text complexity 

     

Standard 3:  Students engage in the writing process 

Informative       

8.3.1 
8.W.2 

- Introduce a topic clearly  
- Support the topic with relevant facts,   
  details, and other examples 
- Use transitions to connect ideas and   
  concepts 
- Use clear language and grade-level  
  vocabulary 
- Write/use a formal style 
- Write a conclusion that wraps  
  up/summarizes the main idea of the topic 

     

Narrative       

8.3.2 
8.W.3 

- Write a short story using the elements of a story, 
i.e., characters, setting, point of view, and 
dialogue 

- Develop an exposition to a story including 
characters, setting, and point of view 

- Create conflict in my short story to advance my 
plot 

- Advance the plot of my story using dialogue, 
pacing, description, transitions, and events 

- Use a variety of transitions to create a turning 
point in my story 

- Use sensory language and descriptive detail to 
capture the action and keep the reader’s 
attention 

- Write a conclusion that reflects the action of the 
story and resolves the conflict of the story 

     

Persuasive       

8.3.3 
8.W.1 

- Determine and distinguish claim (my view) from 
counterclaims (opposing view) 

- Give logical reasons from credible sources to 
support my claim 

- Interpret and organize support for my claim in a 
logical manner  

- Use transitions effectively 
- Create a conclusion that summarizes and 

supports the argument  

     

       

       



Drafting       

8.3.7 Use grade-level appropriate language       

8.3.8 
8.W.4 

- Produce writing which follows an  
  organized pattern 
- Write an introductory paragraph with a  
  thesis statement 
- Write a body paragraph beginning with a  
  topic sentence relevant to my thesis 
- Write a concluding paragraph  

     

Editing        

8.3.11 
8.W.5 
8.3.10 

Edit my writing for grammar, mechanics, usage, 
and spelling 

     

Production       

8.3.13 
8.W.6 

Use technology to produce and publish writing      

Research       

8.1.2 Use primary and secondary sources to access 
information 

     

8.1.4 Use the information from multiple sources to 
present my research 

     

Standard 4:  Students engage in the speaking and listening process 

8.4.1       

8.4.4       

Standard 5:  Students understand media  

8.5.3       

Standard 6: Students understand and use principles of language 

8.6.1 Use varied sentence structure: 
__ simple                          __ compound 
__ complex                       __ inverted order 
 

     

8.6.2 
8.L.1 

Use all parts of speech correctly in my writing: 
__ noun                              __ verb 
__ pronoun                         __ preposition 
__ adjective                        __ conjunction 
__ adverb                           __ interjection 
 

     

8.6.3 
8.L.2 

- Use grade appropriate spelling, mechanics, and 
usage 

- Use a comma, dash, and/or ellipsis to indicate 
pauses, breaks or omissions 

     

       



8.6.7 
8.L.5 

Interpret and language to include: 
__ simile                             __ metaphor 
__ alliteration                      __ hyperbole 
__ personification               __ idiom 
__ onomatopoeia 

     

 
 
 
Common Assessments (March 1, 2011) 
 
 
Writing Prompt #1: Persuasive 
 
Imagine how exciting it is to turn 14 years old and receive your driver’s license! 
Then, you are told you cannot drive at night. That is what some states are doing—
placing restrictions on the driver’s licenses of new teen drivers. Take a stance on 
the issue by choosing whether or not you believe that new drivers should have 
restrictions on their drivers’ licenses. Include three reasons with evidence to support 
your claim.   

 
 

I CAN 

Determine and distinguish claim (my view) from counterclaims (opposing view) 

Give logical reasons from three or more credible sources to support my claim 

Interpret and organize support for my claim in a logical manner using a variety of 
sentence structures : 
__ complex 
__ compound 
 

Revise and edit using correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation 

Summarize and paraphrase finding while using transitions effectively 

Create a conclusion that summarizes and supports the argument 

Plan out and prewrite my position 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8th Grade Persuasive Essay Sample Paper 
 

Imagine how exciting it is to turn fourteen years old and receive your 
driver’s license! Then, you are told you cannot drive in the car at night! That is 
what states are doing – placing restrictions on the driver’s licenses of new teen 
drivers. I do not believe there should be limits on new teen drivers. Most teens 
are responsible drivers, they offer other teens rides to school and work, and they 
need to drive at night to run errands. 

 

One reason there should not be limits on new teen drivers is that most 
teens are responsible drivers. For example, teens take drivers education, study, 
pass their driving tests, and take driving seriously. It is only a minority of teens 
who are irresponsible. You may say, it is these few drivers that we need to 
beware of and cause states to place restrictions on all teen drivers. However, all 
teens should not be punished because of a few irresponsible teens. 

 

A second reason there should not be limits on new teen drivers is many of 
these teen drivers offer other teens rides to school and work. Many teens would 
have to walk long distances to and from school and would not be able to have a 
job because it would be even farther away. Teens getting rides with other teens 
is a good system of helping each other out. You may say, teens in the car with 
other teens is what causes distractions and fooling around, thus, leading to 
accidents. However, remember, most teens are safe and responsible drivers. 

 

A third reason there should not be limits on new teen drivers is many teens 
need to run errands at night. Teens need to go to the library after school and it 
may be dark; if they participate in sports, it may be dark when they leave school; 
some help out parents with shopping while their parents are home with younger 
children. This is a terrible burden for parents to do all this driving for their teens 
when the teenager can do it himself. You may say, night driving is one of the 
most dangerous times for teens if they are out cruising and partying. However, 
police can be watching for these problems, so the other responsible teens are 
not punished. 

 

In conclusion, the limits states are placing on teen drivers are not 
necessary. Most teen drivers are responsible, they rely on each other to get to 
school and work, and often the only time they can take care of some business is 
at night. I strongly believe that these limits are a hindrance to teens. Let’s not 
penalize the majority of teens who are safe and responsible drivers! 

 
Adapted from Bakersfield City School District Curriculum & Standards 
Gail Kidd, Center Middle School, Azusa Unified School District, CATE 2001 
(3-01-11) 
Rubric - http://www.ogdensd.org/currblkdocs/v2/8th_grade_wrt.pdf 

 

http://www.ogdensd.org/currblkdocs/v2/8th_grade_wrt.pdf


Writing Prompt #2: Expository 

Books, movies, and television can offer opportunities to learn valuable lessons. 
Write about a lesson learned from a book, movie, or television show that proved to 
be of value to you. 

 
SAMPLE PAPERS 
http://writingfix.com/PDFs/6_Traits/test/8th_Practice_Prompts_2_Annotated_Set_
Books.pdf 
 
SPARKLERS 
http://writingfix.com/PDFs/6_Traits/test/8th_grade_sparklers_Books_prompt.pdf 
 

    

I CAN 

Develop a topic using details 

 Analyze and interpret a topic to determine details (facts, definitions, quotations,    
examples, etc.) that support the main idea 

   Use formatting to clearly organize ideas into broader categories 

 Use language appropriate to the topic and grade level vocabulary 

 Use transition words/phrases to clarify and relate ideas 

 Write in a formal style (introduction, body, minimum of three points with supporting 
details, conclusion) 

 Create a conclusion that summarizes and supports presented ideas 

   Produce a final project using word processing  

 
 
Teacher Directions: 
Day 1: 

Brainstorming 
Peer-Conferencing  
Prewriting (Homework) 

Day 2: 
Drafting  
Peer-Editing (Homework) 

Day 3: 
Final Drafting 

Day 4: 
Teacher Editing  
Publish (Homework) 

http://writingfix.com/PDFs/6_Traits/test/8th_Practice_Prompts_2_Annotated_Set_Books.pdf
http://writingfix.com/PDFs/6_Traits/test/8th_Practice_Prompts_2_Annotated_Set_Books.pdf
http://writingfix.com/PDFs/6_Traits/test/8th_grade_sparklers_Books_prompt.pdf


 

 


