
 
 

Grade Seven Language Arts Power Benchmarks 
 
 

I CAN 

Standard 1:  Students engage in the research process 

7.1.2 Use a variety of sources to access information      

7.1.6 Produce a bibliography      

7.1.7 Write a research report using a thesis sentence      

7.1.9 Evaluate my research product with a rubric      

Standard 2:  Students engage in the reading process 

7.2.2 
7.RI.1 
7.RL.2 
 

Use reading strategies to aid in my 
comprehension of what I read by using: 

 organizers 

 summarizing 

 paraphrasing 

 vocabulary building strategies 

 context clues 
 

     

7.2.7 
7.RL.3 
7.RL.6 
7.RI.6 

Identify literary elements, i.e.: 
__ foreshadowing 
__ point of view 
__ plot development 
__ protagonist/antagonist 
__ theme 
 

     

7.2.8 
7.RL.4 
7.RI.4 
 

Locate figurative language, i.e.: 
__ personification 
__ similes 
__ metaphors 
__ hyperbole 
 

     

7.2.9 
7.RL.4 
 

Identify sound devices, i.e.: 
__ alliteration 
__ onomatopoeia 
__ rhyme 
__ repetition 
__ rhythm 
 

     

7.RL.10 Read and comprehend at a grade 6-8 level, e.g., 
stories, dramas, and poems 

     



7.2.11 
7.RI.4 
7.RL.4 
 

Use vocabulary building skills and strategies: 

 synonyms and antonyms 

 prefixes/suffixes 

 analogies 

 context clues for multiple meaning words  

 word reference aids, e.g., a dictionary 

     

Standard 3:  Students engage in the writing process 

7.3.1 
7.W.2 

Produce informative writings using the writing 
process: 
__ clearly introduce and develop a topic by using 

transitions to clarify concepts 
__ use grade appropriate vocabulary and include 

relevant information 
__ provide a conclusion 

     

7.3.2 
7.W.3 

Produce narrative writings using the writing 
process: 
__ establish context, point of view, narrator, and 

use transitions to develop event sequence 
__ use a variety of narrative techniques: 
     __ use dialogue 
     __ determine flow and pace 
     __ develop characters, events, and 

experiences 
     __ provide descriptive and sensory details 
__ provide a conclusion 

     

7.3.3 
7.W.1 

Produce an argument using the writing process: 
__ logically introduce claims and organize reasons 

and evidence  
__ clarify relationships among claims, reason, and 

evidence 
__ provide a conclusion 
 

     

7.3.6 
7.W.2 (d) 
7.L.6 

__ Use grade-level vocabulary in writing 
__ Spell high-frequency words correctly 

     

7.3.8 
7.W.4 
7.W.5 

__ Edit and revise compositions with attention to 
errors in sentence structure and punctuation 

__ Edit and revise compositions with attention to 
word usage, especially inexcusable errors 

 

     

7.3.9 
7.W.5 

Edit final drafts 
 

     



Standard 4:  Students engage in the speaking and listening process 

7.4.6 Use the following in oral presentations: 
__ volume 
__ eye contact 
__ rate 
__ effective pronunciation 

     

Standard 5:  Students understand media  

7.5.2 
7.SL.5 

Construct media messages, e.g., slide shows, 
brochures, news articles, commercials, and 
advertisements 

 

Use the computer to present written work 

     

Standard 6: Students understand and use principles of language 

7.6.1 
7.6.3 
7.L.1 
7.L.2 

Use grade-appropriate conventions of grammar, 
mechanics, and usage: 
Capitalization: 
__ dialogue 
__ title of people, things 
Punctuation: 
__ comma 
__ quotation marks 
__ apostrophes 
__ colons 
__ underlining/italicizing 
Usage:  
__ double negatives 

 

     

7.6.2 
7.L.1(b) 

Write sentence structure: 
__ simple 
__ compound 
__ complex 
__ compound-complex 
 

     

7.6.4 Use figurative language: 
__ simile 
__ metaphor 
__ alliteration 
__ personification 
__ onomatopoeia 
__ hyperbole 
 

     

 

  



Common Assessments: General Statements (December 8, 2010) 

 
I can…                                          Yes No 

Narrative   

Write a narrative paper that includes: 
__ grade-appropriate vocabulary 
__ an introduction 
__ a body 
__ a conclusion 
 

  

In my narrative, provide and check for: 
__ clarity of ideas 
__ organization 
__ fluency 
__ grammar and usage 
__ mechanics 
__ spelling 
 

  

Persuasive   

Create a persuasive presentation with at least five paragraphs to 
include: 
__ a graphic, e.g., chart, table, graph, or PowerPoint presentation to 

support information 
__ an introductory paragraph explaining purpose 
__ a body with explanation and supporting details 
__ a conclusion 

  

Include a minimum of three sources   

Use correct spelling   

Use correct mechanics   

Use correct grammar usage   

Use complex and compound sentences   

Summarize or paraphrase findings   

Use relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotes, information, 
and examples 

  

Use writing process of planning, revising, and editing   

Construct/incorporate a media message   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Student/Teacher Comments: 
 



Common Assessments: Specific Writing Prompts (March 1, 2011) 
 

 
Writing Prompt #1: Argument 
 
Your school is seven hours long, yet many teachers require homework.  Does 
homework help you learn better?  Think about the advantages and disadvantages 
of homework.  Decide whether you think homework should be required or not.   
 
 

I can…                                          Yes No 

Have a clear thesis that expresses a knowledgeable judgment   

Differentiate between fact and opinion   

Present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support 
arguments 

  

Present support in an effective order   

Anticipate and answer reader concerns and counterarguments   

Support the judgment with devices such as analogies, other 
comparisons, paraphrases, and quotations 

  

Be organized with a well-crafted lead/introduction, a body, and an 
effective conclusion 

  

Demonstrate grade level appropriate sentence structure, grammar, 
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 

  

Differentiate between fact and opinion   

Present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support 
arguments 

  

 
 
Reference: 
http://departments.bcsd.com/cipd/WritingPromptsandScoringGuidesindex.htm 
(from Grade 8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Student/Teacher Comments: 

http://departments.bcsd.com/cipd/WritingPromptsandScoringGuidesindex.htm


Prompt  #2:  Informative/Explanatory 
 
If I could be someone else, I would be… (e.g., Ben Franklin, firefighter, a student 
in another country, etc.)  How would my life be different? 

 
 

I can…                                          Yes No 

Write an Informative/Explanatory paper that includes: 
___ precise language to inform and explain 
___ an introduction 
___ a body that includes facts, definitions, quotes, and examples 
___ a conclusion 
 

  

Write an Informative/Explanatory paper : 
___ choose a person 
___ research using a minimum of three sources 
___ summarize and paraphrase findings using transitions effectively 
___ plan, revise, and edit 
 

  

In my Informative/Explanatory paper, provide and check for: 
___ clarity of ideas 
___ organization 
___ transitions to clarify connections between ideas 
___ sentence fluency 
___ mechanics 
___ spelling 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Student/Teacher Comments: 
 


