
 
Grade 6 Language Arts Power Benchmarks 

 
 

       I CAN 

Standard 1:  Students engage in the research process 

6.1.5 
6.W.7 
6.W.8 
6.W.9 

Write a research report: 
__ Draw evidence from texts to support analysis, 

reflection and research 
__ Gather relevant information from multiple 

sources, with quotes and paraphrases 
__ Identify sources using basic bibliographic 

information 

     

Standard 2:  Students engage in the reading process 

6.2.3 
6.RL.4 
6.RI.4 
6.L.4(a-d) 

.4 

Recognize unfamiliar words and make sense of 
text by using: 
__ synonyms/antonyms 
__ prefixes/suffixes 
__ multiple meaning words 
__ context clues 
__ word reference aids, e.g., dictionary,      

glossary, thesaurus, in digital or print form 
 

     

6.2.4 
6.RL.1 
6.RL.2 
6.RI.1 
6.RI.7 
6.W.2(a) 
6.L.5(a) 

Interpret meaning using: 
__ graphic organizers 
__ summarizing 

     

6.2.8 
6.RL.3 
6.RL.5 

Identify and describe: 
__ setting                      __ plot 
__ characters                __ conflict 
__ resolution                 __ dialogue 
__ flashback                 __ theme 
 

     

6.2.9 
6.RL.4 
6.L.5(a) 
6.6.4 

Identify and use: 
__ personification         __ similes 
__ metaphors               __ idioms 
__ alliteration                __ onomatopoeia 
 

     



Standard 3:  Students engage in the writing process 

6.3.1 
6.W.2 

Produce informative writing by: 
__ organizing ideas, concepts, and information 
__ developing topic sentences 
__ comparing and contrasting 
__ using cause and effect 
__ using precise language and vocabulary 
__ using appropriate transitions (e.g., FANBOYS) 
__ using formal style 
__ providing a conclusion 
 

     

6.3.2 
6.W.3 

Produce narrative writing to develop experiences, 
events, and/or characters using: 
__ dialog 
__ pacing 
__ description 
__ formal style 
 

     

6.3.3 
6.W.1 

Produce persuasive writing by: 
__ developing an argument 
__ using logic and reasoning to support   
     claims with evidence and credible sources 
__ drawing a conclusion within my writing 
__ establishing and maintaining formal style 
 

     

6.3.7 Write using appropriate vocabulary from a sixth 
grade list (e.g., Rebecca Sitton’s word list) 

     

6.3.8 
6.W.4 
6.W.5 

Evaluate my own and other people’s writing using 
teacher rubrics: 
__ staying on topic      __ clarity of message 
__ organization           __ word choice 
__ effective details      __ sentence fluency 
                        (6+1 Traits of Writing) 

     

6.3.10 
6.W.5 

Edit and revise my own writing and the writing of 
peers by following: 
__ grammar rules, i.e., subject/verb agreement 
__ mechanics rules, i.e., capitalization, periods,     

paragraphs, main ideas 
__ usage rules  
__ spelling rules  

     

Standard 4:  Students engage in the speaking and listening process 

6.4.4 
6.SL.3 
6.SL.1(d) 

Summarize key ideas of a speaker      



Standard 5:  Students understand media 

6.5.3 
6.SL.5 

Create a multimedia presentation      

Standard 6: Students understand and use principles of language 

6.6.1 
6.L.3 

Write sentences: 
__ simple 
__ compound 
__ complex 
Identify and correct: 
__ fragments                     
__ run-ons 
Write and identify sentences: 
__ declarative                  __ interrogative 
__ imperative                   __ exclamatory 

     

6.6.2 
6.6.3 
6.L.1 
6.L.2 

Write grammatically correct sentences to include: 
__ parts of speech       __ verb tenses 
__ capitalization           __ spelling      
__ punctuation:            __ use of homonyms 
    __ end marks 
    __ quotation marks in dialogue 
    __ comma in compound and complex  
         sentences 
    __ commas in series 
    __ commas in appositives 
    __ apostrophes 
 

     

6.6.4 (Refer to 6.2.9)      

 
 
 
Common Assessment Writing Prompts (below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



  
Writing Prompt #1: Narrative 
 
 All of us have favorite stories and especially favorite characters within 
 those stories.  What would happen if your favorite character visited your 
 class for a day?  What would you remember most about this adventure?  
 Write a narrative about an adventure at your school with your favorite 
 character. 
 

 

I can… Yes No 

Write a narrative paper with at least five paragraphs to: 
__ introduce the chosen character and their personality 
__ develop a situation that occurs when the character visits 
__ organize a sequence of events 
__ use transition words to show the story development 
__ use precise words to clarify events 
__ conclude the story with a logical outcome. 
 

  

__ Use correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation   

__ Use complex and compound sentences 
 

  

__ Use dialogue, pacing, and description to develop events and 
characters 

 

  

__ Use writing process of planning, revising, and editing 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Teacher Directions: 
Day 1 – Have students choose their favorite character from a story that they 

have read and fill out a graphic organizer listing the characters traits. 
Day 2 – Introduce the writing prompt and have them develop a situation that 

could occur if the character visited the classroom.  Begin by writing 
some possible events that could occur within a school day. 

Day 3 – Have students share their ideas with peers and choose the best events 
to develop a story around.  Write a rough draft. 

Day 4 - Peer editing from two other people using the “I Can” statements as a 
guideline for feedback.  Write a final draft of the story. 

Day 5 – Hand in story with all graphic organizers and rough draft so teacher can 
see the development. 



 
Writing Prompt #2: Informative/Explanatory   
 
 Some students make time capsules to let people who will live in the future 
 know a little about how we live.  A few items that represent our culture are  
 selected to be placed in a closed container.  This container is buried   
 underneath the ground to be dug up by individuals in the future. 
 
 Choose three items you would enclose that would best represent our 
 society. Explain why you selected these items to be buried.  Support your 
 choices with details that tell what future people would learn about us from 
 these items. 
 

I can… Yes No 

Write an informative/explanatory paper with at least five paragraphs: 
__ include an introductory paragraph explaining purpose 
__ include a body with explanation and supporting details 
__ include a conclusion 

  __ include a graphic, e.g., chart, table, graph, to support information 
 

  

__ Use correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation 
 

  

__ Use complex and compound sentences 
 

  

__ Summarize or paraphrase findings 
 

  

__ Use writing process of planning, revising, and editing 
 

  

__ Use relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotes, 
information, and examples 

 

  

 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
Rubric:  http://www.ogdensd.org/currblkdocs/v2/5th_grade_wrt.pdf  (from  
      5th Grade) 

Teacher Directions: 
Step 1: Brainstorm  

     - Elements of culture 

     - Three items that represent the culture of your time era 
Step 2: Pre-writing 
Step 3: Peer Editing 
    - Revising 
Step 4: Publish 



 
Writing Prompt #3: Persuasive 
 
 Sometimes opinions between children and adults are different. Choose 
 something that you want or you want to do, but you know an adult would 
 not approve (e.g., I want a snowmobile, but my parents say I can’t have 
 one). Clearly support both sides of the argument with credible sources.   
 After exploring both sides, draw a conclusion. 
 
 
 Teacher Directions: 

1. Have students list 5-10 things they want or want to do that adults would 
oppose. 

2. Have students choose one item from their list and argue both sides. 
  3. Teach students about credible internet sources. 
  4. Have students research their topic. 
  5. Have students follow the writing process for both sides of the                          
       argument. 
  6. Have students provide a concluding statement. 

 
 

I can… Yes No 

Write an informative/explanatory paper with at least five paragraphs: 
__ Create an argument 
 

  

__ Write a topic sentence for each side of the argument   

__ Use credible sources to find at least three facts to support each 
side of the argument 

  

__ Use my facts to support each argument 
 

  

__ Draw a conclusion   

__ Use complex and compound sentences 
 

  

__ Write clear, complete sentences 
 

  

__ Have a strong beginning, middle, and end 
 

  

__ Use supporting details 
 

  

__ Use transitions to make my writing flow 
 

  

__ Vary my sentences 
 

  

__ Follow the rules of grammar, spelling, and punctuation 
 

  

__ Use effective word choice 
 

  



Writing Prompt #4: Research 
 
Can farmers grow enough food for everyone? 

 
 

 I can… Yes No 

 Write a research report with at least five paragraphs to  include: 
 __ a graphic, e.g., chart, table, graph, to support information  
 __ an introductory paragraph explaining purpose 
 __ a body with explanation and supporting details  
 __ a conclusion 

  

 __ Include a minimum of three sources using bibliographic information   

 __ Use correct spelling and punctuation   

 __ Use complex and compound sentences   

 __ Draw evidence from texts to support analysis, reflection and 
research 

  

 __ Summarize or paraphrase findings   

 __ Use relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotes, information, 
and examples 

  

 __ Use writing process of planning, revising, and editing   

 

 

Teacher Directions:   
This project should take two weeks to complete from start to finish.  Outline your 
timeline for the research, drafting and editing.  Conduct mini-lessons on 
bibliography production, graphic or chart use, and using quotes and 
paraphrasing.  Recommended rubric:  Ogden City Schools 8th or 9th grade 
rubric (see below) for research papers to use for assessment.  
 

 
Performance: 
Students write three rubric driven papers: a creative writing paper, a 
persuasive paper, and a research paper. All papers must be typed. 
Procedures: 
Using the rubric as a guide, follow the writing process of pre-writing, 
drafting, conferring (peer and teacher), revising, editing, and publishing. 
Standards: 
Demonstrate grade-level mastery of the writing process according to the 
Six Traits of Writing. 
Note: The Scoring Guide uses a traditional 1–2–3–4–5 point value for each 
trait. Students meet the district standard if they score 4 or 5. 
Every row on the Scoring Guide is considered a different standard. 



 
Writing Assessment Rubric (Research and Persuasive Papers) * 
 
Organized According to the Six Traits of Writing: Ideas, Organization, 
Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions 
 

 

Performance: Students will write a rubric-driven research paper using 
various rhetorical strategies. The research paper needs to be formatted in 
Modern Language Association (MLA) style, which includes an outline and a 
works cited page. Appropriate charts, graphs, tables, etc. as listed in the 
State Core will be included. Paper must be typed. 
 
Performance: Students will write a rubric-driven persuasive paper using 
rhetorical strategies. The writing will convince the reader that a point of 
view is valid, or will persuade the reader to take specific action. 
Counterpoints must be addressed. Paper must be typed. 
 
 

 * Rubric (8th Grade) from Ogden City Schools, Utah at: 
http://www.ogdensd.org/currblkdocs/v2/8th_grade_wrt.pdf  
 

 

 

http://www.ogdensd.org/currblkdocs/v2/8th_grade_wrt.pdf

