
 
 

Grade Eight Language Arts Power Standards 
 

       I CAN 

Reading 

8.2.3 
8.RL.6 
8.RI.6 
8.RI.5 
8.RI.1 
8.RL.1 
8.RI.3 

Understand what I read by 
using: 
__ context clues                   
__ inference 
__ summarizing 
__ understanding point of view, 
and     
__ citing specific examples from 
the text 

RL.1 Cite the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RL.4  Use context clues to verify 
meaning. 
 
RL.4  Use general and specific 
reference materials. 
 
RL.4  Use Greek and Latin affixes and 
roots. 
 
RL.6  Analyze how differences in the 
points of view of the characters and 
the audience or reader (e.g., created 
through the use of dramatic irony) 
create such effects as suspense or 
sense of humor. 
 
RL.9  Analyze how a modern work of 
fiction is affected by myths, traditional 
stories, or religious works. 
 
RI.1  Cite the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
 
RI.2  Determine central idea. 
 
 
 
RI.3  Analyze how a text makes 



connections among and distinctions 
between individuals, ideas, or events 
(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, 
or categories). 
 
RI.5  Analyze in detail the structure of 
a specific paragraph in a text, 
including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and refining 
a key concept. 
 
RI.6  Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text and analyze 
how the author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints. 

8.2.5 
8.RL.2 
8.RL.3 
8.RI.2 
8.RI.3 

__ Analyze how dialogue 
propels plot development 

__ Determine the theme of the 
text 
__ Compare character roles, 

e.g., protagonist, antagonist, 
etc. 

 

RL.2  Determine a theme or central 
idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to the 
characters, setting, and plot; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 
 
RL.2  Explain how theme relates to 
character, setting, and plot. 
 
RL.3  Analyze how particular lines of 
dialogue or incidents in a story or 
drama propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke 
decision. 
 
RI.2  Determine a central idea of a 
text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an object summary of the text. 
 
RI.2  Explain how central idea 
develops throughout the text.  
 
RI.3  Analyze how a text makes 
connections among and distinctions 
between individuals, ideas, or events 
(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, 



or categories). 

8.2.6 
8.RL.4 
8.RI.4 

Determine meaning of figurative 
language:  
__ personification       __ simile 
__ metaphor     __ hyperbole 
 

RL.4  Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 
 
RL.4  Explain the impact of figurative 
language on text, i., allusion, 
analogies, connotation, 
personification, simile, metaphor, 
hyperbole. 
 
RI.4  Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 

8.2.8 Explain the uses of sound 
devices, i.e., rhyme, repetition, 
onomatopoeia, alliteration 
 

 

8.2.9 
8.RI.4 

Determine the meanings of 
words and phrases in a text 
using vocabulary skills and 
strategies, e.g., 
synonyms/antonyms, 
prefixes/suffixes, context clues, 
reference aides (dictionary, 
glossary, etc.) 
 

RI.4  Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 

8.RI.8 Evaluate the argument and 
claims in a text: 
__ sound reasoning 
__ evidence to support the 
claim 
__ assess irrelevant evidence 
 

RI.8  Evaluate the argument and 
claims in a text: 
__ sound reasoning 
__ evidence to support the claim 
__ assess irrelevant evidence 
 

8.RI.9 Analyze two or more texts with 
conflicting information 

RI.9  Analyze a case in which two or 
more texts provide conflicting 
information on the same topic and 



identify where the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or interpretation. 
 
RL.5  Compare and contrast how 
structure affects meaning of two or 
more texts. 

8.RI.10 Read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction at the high end of 
Grade 8 text complexity 

RI.10  Read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction and other genre at the high 
end of Grade 8 text complexity 

Writing 

Informative   

8.3.1 
8.W.2 

__ Introduce a topic clearly  
__ Support the topic with 

relevant facts, details,   and 
other examples 

__ Use transitions to connect 
ideas and concepts 
__ Use clear language and 
grade-level  

vocabulary 
__ Write/use a formal style 
__ Write a conclusion that 
wraps up/summarizes 
     the main idea of the topic 

W.2  Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and convey 
ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 
 
W.2  Introduce a topic clearly and 
write an unbiased summary. 
 
L.6  Use descriptive language and 
grade-level vocabulary. 

Narrative   

8.3.2 
8.W.3 

__ Write a short story using the 
elements of a story, i.e., 
characters, setting, point of 
view, and dialogue 

__ Develop an exposition to a 
story including characters, 
setting, and point of view 

__ Create conflict in my short 
story to advance my plot 

__ Advance the plot of my story 
using dialogue,     pacing, 
description, transitions, and 
events 

__ Use a variety of transitions to 
create a turning point in my 
story 

__ Use sensory language and 
descriptive detail to capture 
the action and keep the 

W.3  Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 
 
W.3  Advance the plot using conflict, 
dialogue, pacing, description, 
transitions, and events. 



reader’s attention 
__ Write a conclusion that 

reflects the action and 
resolves the conflict of the 
story 

Persuasive   

8.3.3 
8.W.1 

__ State my thesis or 
position/opinion on an 
important issue 

__ Give logical reasons to 
support my thesis 
__ State the 
opposing/alternative view 
__ Conclude my arguments with 

logical and summarizing 
statements 

 

W.1  Write arguments to support 
claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence. 

Drafting   

8.3.7 Use grade-level appropriate 
language in my writing 
 

 

8.3.8 
8.W.4 

__ Produce writing that follows 
an organized pattern 

__ Write an introductory 
paragraph with a  
      thesis statement 
__ Write a body paragraph 
beginning with a  
      topic sentence relevant to 
my thesis 
__ Write a concluding 
paragraph  
 

W.4  Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose and 
audience. 
 
W.2  Produce writing using multiple 
strategies to organize information. 

Editing    

8.3.11 
8.W.5 

__ Edit my writing for grammar, 
mechanics, usage, and 
spelling 

 

W.5  With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed. 

8.3.10 __ Revise text for specific 
purposes, e.g., clarity of 
ideas, organization, word 
choice, and fluency 

 

Production   

8.3.13 
8.W.6 

Use technology to produce and 
publish writing 

W.6  Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and present the relations 



between information and ideas 
efficiently as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 
 
W.2  Use charts, graphs, and multi-
media to aid in audience 
comprehension. 

8.6.2 
8.L.1 

Use all parts of speech correctly 
in my writing: 
__ noun              __ verb 
__ pronoun         __ preposition 
__ adjective        __ conjunction 
__ adverb           __ interjection 
 

L.1 Use verbals correctly. 
 
L.1  Use verbs in 

 Active voice 

 Passive voice 

 Indicative mood 

 Imperative mood 

 Interrogative mood 

 Conditional mood 

 Subjunctive mood 
 
L.1  Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in verb voice and 
mood 

8.6.3 
8.L.2 

__ Use grade appropriate 
spelling, mechanics, and 
usage 

 

__ Use a comma, dash, and/or 
ellipsis to indicate    pauses, 
breaks or omissions 

 

L.2 
__ Use grade appropriate spelling and 

punctuation 
 

__ Use a comma, dash, and/or ellipsis 
to indicate pauses, breaks or 
omissions 

 

8.6.7 
8.L.5 

Interpret and language to 
include: 
__ simile               __ metaphor 
__ alliteration        __ hyperbole 
__ personification __ idiom 
__ onomatopoeia 
__ allusions 
 

L.5  Interpret and use language to 
include: 
__ simile                __ metaphor 
__ alliteration         __ hyperbole 
__ personification __ idiom 
__ onomatopoeia  __ allusions 
 

Speaking and Listening  

8.4.1 Speak with purpose to inform, 
demo, persuade, entertain 

 

8.4.4 Use volume, eye contact, rate, 
pronunciation, and articulation 

SL.4 

 Define salient points 

 Use relevant descriptions, facts, 
and details with reasoning 

 Use appropriate eye contact, 



volume, and pronunciation 

Media 

8.5.3 Construct media message RL.7  Compare and contrast a written 
work and an audio/visual presentation 
of the same work. 
RL.7 Evaluate the choices made by 
the director and actors 

 

 
 
 


