
 
 

Grade 12 English Language Arts Power Standards 
 

       I CAN 

Writing: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

12.1.4 Defend research paper or project 
 

 

12.1.5 Evaluate the research process and apply 
strategies to a variety of writing purposes 
 

 

Reading 

12.2.1 Identify satire and allegory 
 

 

11-12.RL.3 
RL5 

Analyze impact of author’s choices 
 

RL.3  Analyze impact of author’s choices 
regarding development of elements 
__Setting 
__Sequence of events 
__Character development 
RL 5 Analyze impact of author’s choices 
regarding structure of specific parts of a 
text 
__Comic/tragic resolution 
__Effect on overall structure and meaning 

12.2.2 
11-12.RI.I0 
 

Critique details facts and concepts in non-
fiction 
 

RI.10 
Comprehend nonfiction writing at my 
grade level 

11-12.RI.3 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or 
sequence 
 

RI.3   
__ Analyze a complex set of ideas or 
sequence of events 
__ Explain interaction and development 
of individuals, ideas, or events 
 

12.2.3 
11-12.RL.1 
11-12.RL.2 
11-12.RL.6 
11-12.RL.10 
11-12.RI.1 
11-12.RI.2 
11-12.RI.5 
11-12.RI.6 

Identify persuasive writing: 
__ context              __ inference  
__ summary           __ fallacies              
__ point of view      __ citations 
__ faulty reasoning   __ propaganda 
__ grade-level comprehension 
__ analyze written structure 
__ analyze central idea(s) 

RL.1  
__ Cite strong, thorough, explicit textual 
evidence 
__ Analyze explicit ideas in the text 
__ Draw inferences from the text 
__ Determine where text leaves matters 
uncertain 
RL.2 
__ Determine theme or central idea 
__ Analyze how specific details shape the 
development of the theme 
__ Analyze how themes build on one 
another 



__ Present an objective summary 
RL.4  
__Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as used in the text   
RL.6   
__ Distinguish between what is directly 
stated and what is meant 
__ Distinguish among satiric, sarcastic, 
ironic, and understated points of view 
RL.10 
__ Comprehend many genres of literature 
at my grade level 
RI.1 
__ Cite strong, thorough, explicit textual 
evidence 
__ Analyze explicit ideas in the text 
__ Draw inferences from the text 
__ Determine where text leaves matters 
uncertain 
RI.2 
__ Determine two or more central ideas 
__ Analyze how ideas interact, build, and 
become complex 
__ Present an objective summary 
RI.5 
__Analyze the effectiveness of the 
author’s exposition or argument 
RI.6 
__Determine the point of view 
__Determine purpose 
__Determine effective rhetoric 
__Analyze how style contributes to the 
effectiveness of the text 
RI.7 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources 
from different media to address a 
question or solve a problem 

12.2.5 Identify figurative language: 
__ allusion              __ imagery 
__ symbolism 
 

 

11-12RL.10 
11-12RI.4 

Comprehend figurative language RI.4  
__Determine meaning of words and 
phrases as used in the text 
    __Figurative meanings 
    __ Connotative meanings 
    __Technical meanings 
__Analyze how author refines the 
meaning of key terms through the course 
of a text 
 



Writing 

12.3.1 Write formal documents: 
__ business reports     __ business letters 
__ resumes              __ scholarship letters 
__ letters of inquiry __ letters of complaint 
 

 

9.3.3 
9-10.W.1 

Write an argument 
__ introduce precise claims 
__ establish significance of claims 
__ distinguish opposing claims 
__ logically sequence claims, 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 
__ develop claims/counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly 
__ supply relevant evidence pointing out 
strengths and limitations that anticipates 
audience knowledge level, concerns, 
values, and possible biases 
__ use words, phrases, and clauses to 
link text, create cohesion, and clarify 
relationships between reasons and 
evidence, and between claims and 
counterclaims 
__ establish and maintain formal style 
and objective tone 
__ provide a conclusion 

W.1 
Write an argument 
__ introduce precise claims 
__ establish significance of claims 
__ distinguish opposing claims 
__ logically sequence claims, 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 
__ develop claims/counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly 
__ supply relevant evidence pointing out 
strengths and limitations that anticipates 
audience knowledge level, concerns, 
values, and possible biases 
__ use words, phrases, and clauses to 
link text, create cohesion, and clarify 
relationships between reasons and 
evidence, and between claims and 
counterclaims 
__ establish and maintain formal style 
and objective tone 
__ provide a concluding section 

11-12.W.2 
 

Write informative/explanatory paper 
__ introduce topic 
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, 
and information to create a unified whole 
__ develop topic with sufficient /relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete 
details and quotations 
__ use appropriate and varied transitions 
and syntax to create cohesion and clarify 
relationships among complex 
ideas/concepts 
__ use precise language and vocabulary 
such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage text complexity 
__ establish and maintain formal style 
and objective tone 
__ provide a conclusion 

W.2 
Write informative/explanatory paper 
__ introduce topic 
__ organize complex ideas, concepts, 
and information to create a unified whole 
__ develop topic with sufficient /relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete 
details and quotations 
__ use appropriate and varied transitions 
and syntax to create cohesion and clarify 
relationships among complex 
ideas/concepts 
__ use precise language and vocabulary 
such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage text complexity 
__ establish and maintain formal style 
and objective tone 
__ provide a concluding 
statement/section reflective of the 
information 

11-12.W.3 Write a narrative (real or imagined) 
__ set a problem, situation, or 
observation and create a smooth 

W.3 
Write a narrative (real or imagined) 
__ set a problem, situation, or 



transition of experiences and events 
__ introduce a narrator and/or characters 
__ establish one or multiple points of view 
__ use narrative techniques: 
     __ dialogue 
     __ pacing 
     __ description 
     __ reflection 
     __ multiple plots 
__ use a variety of techniques to 
sequence events 
__ use precise words or phrases, details, 
and sensory language to create a vivid 
picture 
__ provide a conclusion 
 

observation and create a smooth 
transition of experiences and events 
__ introduce a narrator and/or characters 
__ establish one or multiple points of view 
__ use narrative techniques: 
     __ dialogue 
     __ pacing 
     __ description 
     __ reflection 
     __ multiple plots 
__ use a variety of techniques to 
sequence events 
__ use precise words or phrases, details, 
and sensory language to create a vivid 
picture 
__ provide a conclusion reflective of the 
resolution 
 

12.3.2 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.7 
 

Write persuasively: 
__ defend position with evidence 
__ structuring arguments 
__ develop claims 
__ use rhetorical devices 
 

W.7 
__ Conduct a sustained research project 
__ Focus an inquiry on a problem or 
question 
__ Solve a problem 
__ Synthesize multiple sources 
__ Demonstrate understanding of subject 
by solving a problem or answering a 
question 

12.3.3 Organize ideas and details according to 
purpose 
 

 

12.3.8 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.3 
 

Edit/revise standard conventions and 
tone: 
__ develop arguments     __ conclusion 
__ thesis statement         __ varied syntax             
__ precise language        __ formal tone    
__ transitions     
  

(W.5/6) 

12.3.9 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.3 

Edit and revise for unity, coherence, 
clarity, and fluency 

12.3.10 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.3 

Edit and revise for parallel structure and 
verb tense and agreement 

12.3.11 
11-12.W.1 
11-12.W.2 
11-12.W.3 

Edit and revise for clauses and phrases 

Speaking and Listening 



12.4.2 
11-12.SL.4 
11-12.SL.6 

Use voice effectively: 
__ tone                            __ pitch 
__ inflection                     __ emphasis 
__ formal tone 
 

SL.4 
__ Present organized information using a 
clear and distinct perspective 
__ Offer opposing perspectives when 
appropriate 
__ Use formal or informal style 
determined by purpose 
 
SL.6 
__ Adapt speech to contexts and tasks 

12.4.5 Perform speeches: 
__ memorized         __ extemporaneous 
__ impromptu          __ expository 
__ persuasive/argumentative  
 

 

Standard 5:  Students understand media  

12.5.5 Examine advanced media: 
__ sound                         __ aesthetics 
__ camera                       __ lighting 
 

 

Language 

12.6.1 
11-12.L.1 
11-12.L.2 

Grammar usage mechanics: 
__ spelling                       __ punctuation 
__ capitalization              __ hyphens 
 

L.1 
__ Demonstrate proper usage of the 
conventions of standard English 
__ Recognize that usage changes over 
time 
__ Consult relevant references as needed 
L.2 
__ Capitalize and punctuate correctly 
__ Hyphenate correctly 
__ Spell correctly 
 

12.6.3 Interpret language: 
__ satire                          
__ parody 
 

 

 
 

 


