
CS= Critical Stance (Evaluating the author)
MI = Making Inferences
DI = Determining the Importance
S = Summarizing
V = Visualizing
MC = Making Connections
FS = Fix-Up Strategies
**Good for nonfiction
Strat #1 Strat #2 Strat #3 Strat #4 # Question
CS MI 1 What is the author’s purpose in the selection?  Use examples from the text to support your answer.
DI S 2 What is the plot of the selection?
MI 3 Identify the theme of the selection and support it with examples from the text.
DI 4 What is the main problem or conflict in the selection?
S 5 **What genre is your text?  Give examples to support your choice.
V MI 6 **What symbol could be used to explain the text?  Illustrate and explain.

FS MI 7
**Choose three unfamiliar words from your text.   Explain what you think they mean by using context
clues or reading strategies.  Then use a dictionary to write the definitions.

DI 8 Explain the significance of the title.  Give examples from your text.
S MI 9 **Explain an inference that you must make during reading your selection.

FS DI 10
**Point to at least three text features in your text.  Explain why the author used those features.  How were
they helpful to you?

MI 11 **Describe the author’s style.  Use quotes from the text to explain.
DI V MI 12 Explain the tone/mood of the text.  Use examples from the text to support your answers.

MI 13
Choose a character from your text.  Explain a character trait that this character shows and use quotes
from your text.

S DI 14
**What audience do you think that the author is targeting for the text?  Explain your answer and give
examples.

MI 15 Tell the setting of the story.  How would the mood change if it were a different setting?

S MI 16
Explain a problem or conflict in the selection and how it was solved.  How could it have been solved
differently?

DI S MI MC 17
Choose one of the following and tell how the author uses it in your text.  Provide an example of one of
these used in the text. (Irony, Humor, Figurative language)

CS 18 **Does the author use any bias, stereotyping, or faulty judgment?  Give examples.

DI MI 19
Choose a character who had to make a decision.  What is the significance of the decision?  How would
the story have changed if the character had made a different decision?

MI S MC 20 How does a character grow or change in the story?  Give examples.
DI MI 21 What lesson should a character have learned from the story?  Explain your answer.
MI CS DI 22 **Is the information valid in your text?  Explain how you could check if it’s valid.
MC MC 23 **If your text is informational, give examples to show how it is different than a narrative (fictional) text.
MC 24 What experience have you had that was similar to a character in your text?
MC 25 **Compare your selection to another text that you have read.  How are they alike and different?

MC 26
How can you connect your book to a current or historical event that you have read about or heard on the
news?

MC MI 27 **How could this book help prepare you for college, a career, or life?
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MC MI 28 What is the tone of your text?  What other text have you read that has a similar tone?
MC 29 Put yourself in the same situation as one of the characters in your text.  What would you have done?

MC V S 30
Choose a character from the text and tell about someone you know who is similar to the character.
Explain why.

DI S 31 **Tell why the text is important to you and what you gained from reading it.
MC S DI 32 **What did you know from prior knowledge or personal experience about the topic of your text?
MI CS S MC 33 **What other point of view might someone have who disagrees with something the author writes?
CS DI 34 **List seven reasons why your best friend should or should not read this book.
MC MI 35 What other selection have you read that has the same theme?  Compare the two texts.
MI DI 36 **Is your text a primary or secondary source?  Give examples to support your answer.

CS 37
**Did the author’s do a good job at “hooking” you with the beginning of the text?  Explain and give proof
of your answer.

CS 38
What technique does the author use to make the selection interesting?  (short sentences, long
sentences, details, repetition, figurative language…)

V MI 39
**Choose a symbol to represent something from your text.  You may make up your own or use an actual
symbol from your text.  Illustrate and explain what it symbolizes.

MC 40 **Make an ad for your book.  Use at least three propaganda techniques in your ad.

CS MI 41
Give examples of the author’s use of flashbacks or foreshadowing.  Explain why you think the author
used these.

MC 42
Choose a character from another text that we have read in class.  How would your text have been
different if this character had been in your story?

CS S 43
Describe the ending of your text and tell if it was believable or not.  Provide evidence to support your
answer.

CS S 44
**What are some things that the author does to entertain, inform, or persuade the reader?  Cite
examples.

CS V 45
What are some of the details that the author uses to help you visualize the selection? Give examples
from the text of imagery.

CS 46
Use the following question and create four answer choices which relate to the author and the text that
you have read.  With which statement would the author most likely agree?  Explain your correct answer.

MI DI 47
If you had to give your most special pet (whom you love very much) away to a character in your novel,
which character would you choose and why?  Provide support for your answer from your book.

MI 48
Which character from your novel would be most likely to run for president?  Provide an example from
your book that supports your answer.

MI S 49
Pretend you can spend a day with one of the characters.  Which character do you choose and why?
What do you do?  Where do you go?  Why did you do these things?

MI 50
Add a new character to the novel you are reading and explain what you would have him or her do in the
novel.  How would the addition of this character change things?

MC DI 51
Pretend you are making a movie of your novel and are casting it.  Choose from people in your classroom
and tell why you chose them.  No negative comments may be made, only positive.

MC DI 52
Pretend you are making a movie of your novel and are casting it.  Choose three famous people to cast in
the movie.  Tell which role they would play and why the person is fit to play that role.

MI MC 53
**If you had to describe the action in your book/novel/article as a creek, river, pond, lake, or ocean, which
would you choose.  Explain your answer and support it with evidence from the text.

MI MC 54
**Choose an appetizer to describe the start or beginning of your novel or book.  Which appetizer did you
choose and why?  Support your answer with evidence from the text.









MI MC 55

***Choose a character/person from your book.  If you had to choose an occupation for the character
(other than the one he or she may currently have) what occupation would you choose and why?  Use
evidence from the text to support your answer.

MI MC 56
**Choose a dessert to describe the end of your novel or book.  What dessert did you choose and why?
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

MI S 57

**Pretend that you are going to join the characters or person in your story or book.  What things would
you need to pack?  Think carefully, for you will be there for a week, and there is no going back home to
get something.  You must pack at least 5 things and explain why you are taking each item.

S MI MC 58

**Pretend that you are the topic (object, animal, or person) in your book.  Describe what the typical day is
like as that object.  You are writing as that object, animal, or person, so you will use the pronouns “I, me,
my, etc.”  Include information that you have read on your topic in your entry.  For example (journal of a
mouse): I spend much of my day hiding behind walls or furniture, searching discreetly for small pieces of
food that humans have dropped.  I must be careful of the dreaded house cat.  Cats see me as food …..

MI 59
**What would your object, animal, or person want as a Christmas or holiday present?  Explain why you
choose this gift.  What would your object, animal, or person use this gift for?

MI 60
**What color would best be suited for the main character or person in your book?  Why did you select
this color?








