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Phil. 2, 9-11:  “God also hath highly exalted Him, & given Him a name which is above every name: 
That at the name of J. every knee should bow, of things in heaven, & things in earth, & things under the 
earth; and that every tongue should confess that J.Xt. is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  
4/2/50,3/18/51, 3/29/53   [These Palm Sunday dates are written in pencil on original sermon.] 

 
Some 19 hundred years ago this day, J., our blessed Lord, rode triumphantly into the city of 

Jerusalem. He was acclaimed by great multitudes of people, as we are told in the Gospel for today. They 
hailed Him as the One who came in the name of the Lord. They sang their happy hosannas & called Him 
David’s royal Son. We join our hosannas with those who welcomed Him from the heights of Jerusalem on 
that first Palm Sunday. In spirit we spread garments & palm branches along His way. We are glad to know 
that He is or Lord, our teacher. We want to be loyal to Him & follow Him & proclaim our faith. 

 
The heart of this faith, which embraces a number of important truths, the very heart & core of this 

faith is expressed in the words of our text, which says, “Every tongue should confess that J. Xt. is Lord.” 
 
Human beings the world over have their respective faiths.  People through all the ages and millions 

today, have professed their faith in many other lords & in many other gods. Many acknowledge reason to be 
their Lord. They believe that reason is capable of providing the answers for all the questions of life, & that 
beyond the goodness of reason they need worship no one, and they worship pleasure as their Lord. 
Whatever they think will bring pleasure into their lives is the dominant consideration so far as they are 
concerned. So you see there are many lords & many gods whom people have followed through the ages & 
still follow. But they who are the sons & daughters of God know a different kind of Lord. 

 
They say, “Jesus is the Lord.” And they have good reason for saying it. They say, “Jesus is the Lord – 

their Savior,” because that is what He came to do for them in this world. You & I, as the believing children 
of G., accept J. as the only begotten Son of the Father, who became man &  who as man humbled Himself. 
J., though He was the S. of G., did not display His divine splendor & glory. He lived with men as a man. He 
hungered. He thirsted. He sorrowed. He wept.  

 
When the days of His public ministry were completed & He was about to enter upon His great 

passion, He went to Jerusalem. People[?] acclaimed Him, but not for long. For soon they found Him to be 
the suffering servant of Jehovah. He was under the olive trees in Gethsemane, sweating blood as he wrestled 
with the forces of hell. He was betrayed with a kiss. He was bound like a common prisoner & led away in 
shame & humiliation. He was placed before a variety of courts, which dealt with Him in most brutal 
fashion. He was struck in the face, scourged, spit upon. He was crowned with thorns & then imminently 

condemned to die. Then, struggling along under the burden of the cross, He made His way to the top of 
Calvary. And then they nailed Him to the accursed	 tree where He was exposed to the scorn & contempt of 
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the godless who mocked Him & ridiculed	Him even as he drew His dying breath. Deep down in his own  
soul He experienced what all mankind, lost in sin, should have experienced throughout eternity. He 
suffered the very pangs of hell as He cried out, “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” And all of 
this, He did because He had come to be the Lamb of G. that taketh away the sins of the world. 

 
When He had breathed His last, and the executioners were sure of His passing, friends took Him 

from the cross, wrapped His body in grave clothes & placed Him into Joseph’s tomb. Had He, or had He 
not, succeeded in overcoming the power of evil? Ah yes, the third day He provided the evidence. He arose 
from the dead. Xtian men could know. He was delivered	 for our offenses, but He was raised again for our 
justification. The work of redemption was a completed fact. And from that time to this, Xtians have been 
there who have called have called Him Lord. Peter said, as he made his confession, “Thou art Xt., the Son 
of the living God.” Thomas,	when he saw his loving, resurrected Lord, said, “My Lord & my God.” Martin 
Luther 1500 years later said, “That is my Lord, who has redeemed me a lost & condemned creature.” And 
that, m. fr. [my friends] is the confession of G’s children everywhere; “J. Xt. Is Lord who has saved us from 
our sins.” 

 
Xtians, however, think of J. not only as the Lord who has saved them, but also as the Lord of lords, 

& the King of kings. Our text says, “G. also hath highly exalted Him & given Him a name which is above 
every name.” Nothing could have looked more hopeless than the case & cause of Xt. when He was dying on 
the cross. And yet, this one who gave Himself for the sins of men, forty days after His resurrection ascended 
on high to sit at the right hand of the Father. All who believe in Him go through life with a certain strength 
and confidence in their hearts, because they know the government of the universe is held in the hand of 
their Xt. the Lord–man who loved them with an unfailing love. They know that His is an infinite power & 
that He finally controls all things. 

 
It is this, which unified Xtians with the ensured hope that the church of G. shall never perish. 

Many enemies have tried to destroy it. They have tried to wipe J. out as the Savior, as the Lord of lords & 
King of kings. The attacks upon J. are made down to our own generation. There has never been a day from 
that time till now in which there were not some people aggressively attacking Xt. 

 
They have also tried to destroy its church. Men have stopped short of no cruelties & brutalities, 

which the sinful heart of men could devise, in their effort to tramp out Xtianity. The early Romans buried 
the Xtians like so many torches. They threw them to the lions. They robbed them of their fatherland, & of 
their children, only to discover that the blood of the martyrs became the seed of the church. J. had said, 
“The gates of hell shall not prevail against His church,” & so they have not. Men have tried by cursing, by 
bitterness, by contempt, by sneers & jeers	 to do away with Xtianity. We in our time have witnessed	 some 
of the most terrific and diabolical efforts that have ever been made to destroy the church. The bitterness & 
hatred of unbelievers & atheists in every country of the world have been directed	 to the destruction of the 
church of J. Xt.  But remember, “Not even the gates of hell shall prevail against the church.” 

 
Xtians, who believe in the L. J. Xt., believe in Him not only as one who can preserve His church, 

but also as the Lord of lords who is in control of all human affairs. They know that they have a 
responsibility. They know that God has given them minds & powers, which they are to exercise for the good 
of human society. God realizes full well how great are the terrific forces of evil in this world, & Xtians know 
how determined these forces are to destroy man, G’s most wonderful visible	creature. 
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But Xtians also believe that in the final analysis all of the plotting & the scheming & the 
machinations of the devil & all his cohorts shall not suffice to destroy the plans & purposes	of G. They are 
sure that G. hath exalted J., that He hath put Him at His right hand, that He holds in His hands the 
control, the reigns of the universe, & that one-day all tongues must acknowledge Him to be the Lord. If they 
will not do so in the spirit of love & faith, they must do so as	 those	whose necks have been bent before the 
overwhelming power of the Almighty Lord. The confession of all Xtians then is, “J. X. is Lord.” 

 
Because Xtians make this confession, because they come as humble servants to Xt. and trust in Him 

as the One who has taken their sins away, as the One who has died for others, that is why they feel toward 
Him an altogether inexpressible sense of love & gratitude. Xtian life becomes an on-going effort to prove out 
this love to J. by doing what pleases Him. When people acknowledge J. as their Lord, they therewith also 
commit themselves to a way of life. This applies not only to moral behavior in general, but it applies to 
every specific situation in life. 

 
First of all it applies to the behavior of the Xtians in his own home. If you are going to show love to 

J. because of the things He has done for you, you must start at home. That is where He puts the very first 
people before you, over against whom you can show your gratitude. If you don’t show love to the people in 
your own home, there’s no use talking about faith in Jesus or about having love in your heart. Then the 
Lord provides opportunity also for showing love through the fellowmen with whom we work. Whether we 
are the employer or the employee, or whether we are in some profession or another, we must all work with 
somebody & the people with whom we work afford us opportunity in life to show our love. When G. gives 
us a place in human society as citizens, in the community, the state, the nation. And also in our civic 
relationships, He gives us the opportunity to show our love. And so, all through life, wherever we find 
ourselves, G. is placing opportunities in our way, through the acceptance of which we can give evidence to 
the fact that we love because He first loved us. 

 
One of the greatest of all responsibilities, which the Lord has laid upon our hearts, is that of 

sharing with our fellowman the knowledge of salvation. Whenever another soul has come to stand on 
Calvary & to see J. as Lord & Savior, there goes with that blessed experience the immediate obligation to 
carry that revelation to others who have not yet learned the Gospel of J. Xt. 

 
If it be true that the world in in a state of confusion & chaos this morning, if there are millions of 

people who are looking to other gods or to some other kind of idols as their Lord, then it is our holy 
obligation to do what we can to hold up the light of the Gospel, so that it can throw its penetrating rays 
into the darkness of idolatry, paganism & sin, an& d thus illuminate the hearts of people everywhere & lead 
them to confess that “J. Xt. is the Lord to the glory of God the Father.”    Amen. 


