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VOLUME LVI              JANUARY AND FEBRUARY                 NO. 1 
 

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

V: How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts: 

R: My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord.  (Psalm 84:1–2a) 

 

ecently I watched an online video in which a Lutheran pastor briefly compared evangelism to 

the frequent conversations we have with others about things that are dear to us.  It may be a 

favorite restaurant, athletic performance, or store.  Regardless, such good things bring us joy.  

And we naturally tell others about them.  Though what we desire to communicate may 

sometimes be difficult to put into words, what we truly hold dear is clear to those who spend 

time with us. 

 

Drawing upon the words of others can be a helpful resource.  We use quotations frequently in describing 

meaningful places, people, and experiences in our lives.  Someone else’s words may uniquely communicate what 

we wish to say.  For such a reason, we sometimes send greetings cards to friends or read children’s books to little 

ones, or quote a sports commentator’s description of a game. 

 

For many years, Concordia Publishing House has published “Arch Books,” which share God’s Word through 

illustrations and words prepared with young children in mind.  In preparation for moving through the Epiphany 

season into Lent, I considered how to concisely convey the joy 

of the public ministry of Jesus, God’s Son.  I settled on two Arch 

Book verses that you may have heard used in recent weeks: 

 

For three years He traveled 

With disciples I gave, 

Teaching people my Word, 

Making fearful hearts brave. 

 

When sinners approached Him, 

My own care He spread, 

Giving sight, giving healing, 

Giving life to the dead! 

(The Father’s Easter Story, vv. 4–5) 

 

Speaking from God the Father’s point of view, the verses 

communicate the love that God has shown for us through the 

life of His Son.  God the Father dearly loves His Son Jesus, and 

because He also loves us, the Father wants all people to learn about Jesus.  When we spend time with God the 

Father, as we do when we join Him in the places in which He has promised to dwell with us—His Holy Word 

(Continued on page 3) 



2 
 

 

           

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia 

McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Tina Pappas, Michael Elliott, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, 

Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, Isabella Ward, Evangelina Gasas, Joseph Carbone, Jane Bauer, 

Robert Firmery, Pearl Campbell, Sandi Dunn, Carol Lai, Carla Buccianti, Geoff Stewart, Ellie 

Kehoe, David Starbuck, Kennie Sossa, Margaret Doersch & family, Faith Stoudt, and Elizabeth 

Buchholz. 

 

Shut-ins: Anne Lindroos and Elizabeth McNally. 
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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR (continued) 

 

and Sacraments—it clarifies how dear we are to Him.  And we recall how “lovely” it is to be with Him. The 

following collect for personal missionary activity, prepared for use with The Lutheran Hymnal, petitions God 

for an abiding sense of His love for us, a good thing it is only natural to tell others. 

 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank Thee that we are now made nigh by the blood of Christ, so that we are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of Thy household; and we beseech Thee, fill our hearts with a due 

and abiding sense of Thine unspeakable love, that, rejoicing in Thy salvation, we may by word and deed evermore 

thank and praise Thee, who hast called us out of darkness into Thy marvelous light; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen.  (The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 215) 

 

THE LIVING NATIVITY 
 

hank you to everyone who helped with the 2019 Living Nativity!  

This includes the many generous donations to the Angel Fund. 

Thanks to Frank DiCarlo, who contributed much time and talent 

behind the scenes, but was forced to sit out the second night due to back 

problems. Please keep him in your prayers. Vital to the effort were the 

contributions of Annette Leroux, who had to surmount numerous 

obstacles so that the Nativity could be “living” another year. Thanks also 

to Redeemer’s resident Boy Scout Troop, which has set set-up down to a 

fine art; Sandy Dunn and Denise April, who worked on casting and served 

as the “dressers” for each night’s performance; and the ladies who served 

delicious hot chocolate and cookies each night. Thanks also to all the cast 

members, from church, school, and community. Visit Redeemer’s 

Facebook page to see their photographs! 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS & FAIR 
 

any thanks to all who assisted in decorating the church for the celebrations which began at the Feast of 

the  Nativity of Our Lord, and ended with the observance of the Feast of the Epiphany on January 5.  

Untold hours of work went into purchasing, transporting, decorating, and putting up the wreaths, pine 

garlands, Christmas tree, and poinsettias. Thank you to those who donated plants and greenery, the good and 

faithful group that came out in the freak snowstorm on the evening of December 18 to decorate the church, the 

wonderful people (Maggie Wang) who “undecorated” the church in January, and those who cleaned the sanctuary 

each time. May God bless you richly in this new year. Without all of these contributions the work could not have 

been accomplished.   
 

Although secular in nature, the annual Christmas Fair on the first Saturday in December is another aspect of 

Redeemer’s Christmas celebration that requires a great deal of time and hard work, but would be a shame to 

abandon. Thank you so much to my co-organizer and “partner-in-crime,” Sue Parks; Anneliese Schaefer, who 

was too sick to come, but we all know how much she wanted to be there with us; the staff of LSF&B; the group 

from our sister congregation, Immanuel, Whitestone, that accepted our invitation to have a few tables of their 

own; and all the ladies and gentlemen who helped in so many ways, from set up to take down to shopping, eating, 

and fellowship. 
 

Richard Schaefer 

Chairman, Board of Elders 
  

T 
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MUSIC NOTES 
Behind the Scenes: Making a Hymnal 

 

wo hymnals back, before Lutheran Worship (LW) and Lutheran Service Book (LSB), I had the honor of 

serving on several Lutheran Church––Missouri Synod committees whose subject was a projected new 

hymnal. This hymnal would replace The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH 1941), which had been in use for over 30 

years, apparently considered a long run for a hymnal. The planned hymnal began as a joint-Lutheran project, to 

produce a hymnal that would be accepted by most Lutheran church bodies (then LCA, ALC, and LCMS); the title 

was to be Lutheran Book of Worship. 

 

The first committees were assigned to review the materials proposed for the new hymnal. This was a massive 

task; hundreds of pages to be evaluated, dealing with every aspect of the content, which had been greatly expanded 

from previous hymnals—for example, about 200 pages of liturgy (TLH has about 50). Many 

questions arose as we went through these materials. Here are some of them: (1) The removal 

of the historical lectionary and introduction of a three-year cycle of newly selected and 

rearranged Scripture readings. The purpose of this change? The new readings were said to 

reflect “a variety of influences of current theology, social-ethical involvements, 

developments in worship practice, and the biblical theology movement of recent decades.” 

No matter that this action displaced the entire musical heritage of the Reformation and later. 

(2) Abandonment of the traditional language of the liturgy and adoption of a literary style 

lacking poetry and reverence, sometimes even accuracy. For example: in the “Te Deum,” 

the opening phrase “We praise thee, O God” (an exact translation of the Latin “Te Deum 

laudamus”) was replaced by the words “You are God, we praise you.” Modern translators call this approach 

“dynamic equivalence”; in truth, it allows for incorrectness, not to mention pedestrian English. 

 

(3) Removal of the scriptural base for worship was evident in many of the proposed liturgies. In the rites of 

Baptism, Marriage, Burial of the Dead, and Confirmation, lengthy biblical portions are not revised, but excised. 

I wondered at the sweeping elimination of the vows taken at Confirmation. Are we no longer expected to “hold 

all the canonical books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, drawn from the Bible, to be the true and correct one”? (4) Throughout these materials, one could detect 

a de-emphasis of sin. With it come texts that avoid or obscure references to the Devil, substituting such vague 

expressions as “all the forces of evil.” The deliberate effort to “lighten up” infected numerous aspects of liturgy, 

especially the penitential seasons. Why eliminate “Pre-Lent” from the calendar?” Of ancient origin, these three 

Sundays offer a transition from the joyous seasons of Christmas and Epiphany to the somber time of Lent, and 

each has intensity of spirit and marked individuality.  (5) Progress toward feminist theology was seen in subtle 

shifts in language. For example, all but one of the hymns on “Ministry” in TLH was eliminated from the new 

book, and the proposed hymns refer to the pastor as a “herald,” avoiding all reference to the pastor as male. (6) 

Many alterations seemed to be arbitrary, in effect tinkering with longstanding usage in order to ... ???  What was 

the purpose of  removing the Trinitarian conclusion from many collects or deleting the phrase “angels and 

archangels” from the proper preface? One change that stands out in my mind was in the Words of Institution: 

proposed was “the blood of Christ, poured out for you” instead of “shed for you”; I remember pointing out that 

the verb “shed” fits here because it refers uniquely to bodily fluids (blood, tears). “Poured out” applies to any 

liquid. 

 

While many changes affected style and quality primarily, others impacted doctrine or belief. One of these 

concerned the proposed revisions of the Nicene Creed, which were not supported by the original (Greek) text. 

These ranged from deleted or added words to reordering of phrases, most of which, in fact, altered the meaning, 

directly or subtly. Consider, for example, the difference between “visible and invisible” and the new version “seen 

and unseen.” An object can be unseen (by a given individual), but is not necessarily invisible. Similarly curious 

is that the “new” Apostles’ Creed seemed to shy away from the phrase “He descended into hell.” In a footnote an 

alternate  phrase  was  supplied:  “Or, He descended to the dead.”  The Latin and German sources leave no doubt

T 



MUSIC NOTES: Behind the Scenes: Making a Hymnal (continued) 

that the word in question was “hell.” Again, such rewording goes beyond translation into the realm of rewriting 

a basic doctrine of the Christian Church. 

 

he final committee (Special Hymnal Review Committee) was charged with making the decision on whether 

the LCMS would remain with the joint-Lutheran hymnal. It consisted of six members; I was one of two 

musicians. We reviewed and evaluated the entire contents of the book, primarily on the basis of text. Constraints 

of time did not allow an examination of the new liturgical music. This was unfortunate, because the new settings 

could have been better, less self-consciously “modern” and time bound to the clichéd 1960s. Every hymn text 

was scrutinized for doctrinal accuracy, and, in the process, we identified many problems. Very striking was the 

number of times we had to ask “what does this mean?” Consider, for example, this stanza: “The church of Christ 

in ev’ry age / Beset by change but Spirit-led / Must claim and test its heritage / And keep on rising from the dead.” 

 

Furthermore, the proposed selection radically altered the character and balance of the collection. It excluded about 

two-thirds of the hymns from The Lutheran Hymnal. Especially hard hit were historically Lutheran topics: 

“Reformation” (8 of 12 omitted) and “Law and Gospel” (13 of 16). Totally decimated were “Death and Burial,” 

with only 17 of 18; and “Judgment,” 12 of 14; and “Lent” retained just 11 of 20. (Presumably, such hymns were 

incompatible with the theme of “celebrate,” a word sprinkled liberally through the philosophical underpinnings 

of the project.) Dropped from the list were over half the hymn texts of Paul Gerhardt, and those that were kept 

were pared down to a “user friendly” three or four stanzas. I debated with my musical colleague on the wisdom 

of the large new category “Society,” at the cost of losing many of the great hymns of the Lutheran Church, such 

as “O Lord, Look Down from Heaven, Behold.” Doing battle with him, I succeeded in rescuing some of them. 

(That’s something I have always felt very good about.) The sad truth is that once this kind of hymn is eliminated 

from current use, it is probably relegated to “museum status” permanently. 

 

In the end, the committee decided to pull out of the joint Lutheran hymnal. But, rather than opting to produce a 

strictly LCMS hymnal, it was decided to compromise and produce a sanitized version (Lutheran Worship) of the 

former, which was published in 1982. The rest, as they say, is (a not totally satisfactory) history. The “new” 

LCMS hymnal Lutheran Service Book (2006) improved a number of the issues encountered by these committees. 

And so it goes. The great Anglican liturgist Gregory Dix (The Shape of the Liturgy, 1945), held that “loss of 

meaning always results from changes in ritual and liturgy.” 

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music 
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

 

od has blessed Redeemer with both substantial property and generous and hardworking members. 

Unfortunately, in recent years, as membership has aged and dwindled, it has become harder and harder to 

maintain our real estate and buildings using volunteers only.  The first signs of this came at least 20 years 

ago, when it became necessary to hire someone to shovel snow and mow the lawns. In the November council 

elections, there was no one willing to run for the position of “Chair of Buildings and Grounds,” who would be 

the person that evaluates, coordinates, and follows through on the maintenance of all church property. Although 

some necessary church duties can be shared by other council members, Buildings and Grounds requires someone 

willing to be in charge and devote the required amount of time when needed, especially in emergencies. 

 

In expectation of the day the position might go vacant, the church council has been discussing the possibility of 

hiring a property-management firm, which would be on call 24/7 and would handle all the processes required of 

a Buildings and Grounds person. Our search, with the help of a recommendation from Redeemer’s lawyer, led to 

Carollo Management (www.carollomanagement.com, for those interested). Carollo’s proposal was presented to 

the voting members of the congregation at a special meeting called for that purpose on Sunday, January 19, and 

following a productive discussion in which members made recommendations to 

improve the proposed agreement, the congregation voted to grant the council 

power to approve the management agreement, provided that the proposal be 

reviewed favorably by Redeemer’s lawyer and certain provisions be renegotiated. 

This was accomplished, and the council officially signed the agreement, which 

began on February 1 and will last one year, unless either party wishes to withdraw. 

 

Another important issue is that, once volunteers are not able to handle all the jobs, 

Redeemer must pay to have them done, and this requires money. At present, 

Redeemer’s investments place us in a good financial position; however, 

withdrawing money from investments and savings to pay for day-to-day expenses 

is not sound financial policy. The council has been very careful to use Redeemer’s savings to fund capital 

expenses, such as needed or required maintenance projects.  The upcoming renovations and repairs to our stained-

glass windows come to mind, and there is a lot of deferred maintenance from our not-so-distant lean years. Day-

to-day expenses are paid from offerings and usage fees, but whether we are in the black (some months) or in the 

red (more months) tends to depends on offerings. As things stand, the extra $975 per month that professional 

property management will cost the congregation will certainly have us running at a deficit. I pray and encourage 

all our members to keep up with their offering envelopes. As has been said many times in the past: even when 

you are away, Redeemer still has bills to pay (the rhyme is accidental), and we certainly want our church home 

to be here when we come back. I also urge everyone to look into their hearts, and, if able, add a few more dollars 

to their envelopes each week.  Perhaps you have not reviewed your giving amount for some time. An increase of 

just $5 each week over an entire year ($5 × 52 = $260) would cover more than a quarter of the monthly bill. Please 

pray about this, even as you continue to remember Redeemer, its pastor, and members in your prayers each day.  

 

Richard Schaefer 

Chairman, Board of Elders 
 

A S H  W E D N E S D A Y  
F E B R U A R Y  2 6  

 

Divine Service with the Imposition of Ashes 7:30 PM 
Soup Supper before the service, beginning at 6:15 PM 
ALL ARE INVITED! 
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