
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH      BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 
 

 
 

 

VOLUME LIII           NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER               NO. 5 

 

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

V:  Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

R: who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 

 

ll Saints’ Day and the end of the Church Year present opportunities for prayers that both remember those 

who have died in the faith and look forward to our own future forever with Jesus.  Even when the words of 

such prayers flow freely from our hearts, carefully prepared prayers serve a beneficial purpose.  This is 

especially true when we include prayers, such as collects, that begin with a Scriptural rationale.  Collect 73 in The 

Lutheran Hymnal exemplifies this benefit.  You can find it on page 109 in the front part of the hymnal.  The 

conversation with God begins in Hebrews 9:11 where Christ is described as a high priest of good things which 

God is giving to us now and for eternity in heaven.  The unprepared prayers that we pray from the heart may 

reflect a range of emotions as we remember those who have died and consider our own futures.  But prayers 

rooted in God’s Word enrich our prayers as we speak not only from our hearts, but also in response to Scriptural 

admonishment or encouragement.  Consider the following prayer prepared for use with The Lutheran Hymnal but 

not included in your pew or home hymnal.  Notice this prayer’s numerous Scriptural references.  May God’s 

Word shape your prayers in such a way that your conversation with God properly includes both His Word of Law 

and of Gospel.  Come Lord Jesus, come quickly and save us all.  

 

We thank Thee, Lord God, heavenly Father, that in Thy goodness Thou hast not only preserved our temporal life, 

but hast also called us, through the Gospel of Thy Son, unto life eternal.  ... When this day we dwell in memory 

with those whose gladdening presence death has removed from us, let us not sorrow, as men without hope, for 

those who sleep in Christ, knowing that whosoever believeth shall live, though 

he die, and that whosoever liveth and believeth in Him shall never die.  May ... 

the remembrance of the departed remind us that here we have no continuing 

city, and lead us to make a right use of our time as it passes.  So long as our 

years are lengthened, give us grace to look for the city above, following those 

who, through faith and patience, have inherited joys unspeakable.  Help us, 

amid the trials and temptations of this world, to work out our salvation with 

fear and trembling; and when the days of our brief sojourn on earth are done 

and we pass through the valley of the shadow of death, abide with us, and 

comfort us with the innocent death and all-sufficient merit of our Redeemer, 

that we may gently fall asleep in Jesus and awake in the glory of Thy presence.  

Keep our graves under the shadow of Thy wings, that they may be peaceful 

resting places, until Thou wilt raise up our mortal bodies and clothe them with 

immortality.  May we today and at all times lay Thy Word to heart, that, when 

we shall join the redeemed that have gone before, we may… with joy and with 

all the company of heaven ascribe blessing and honor and glory and power 

unto Thee and unto the Lamb, forever and ever.  AMEN. 
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 THE LUTHERAN SCHOOL OF FLUSHING AND BAYSIDE 
 

 

  Telephone: 718-229-5262 

 
  

 Principal Mrs. Pia Haselbach  

     

           

     

 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M. 

Bible Class  . . .  9:30 A.M. 

Senior Choir . . .  9:15 A.M. 
 

 

     

       



IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Dennis 

Salmone, Joey Lee, Tina Pappas, Michael Elliott, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, Richard 

Branch, Laura Shinn, Isabella Ward, Evangelina Gasas, Joseph Carbone, Jane Bauer, John Frey, Lori Castine, Joan 

Pflug, Robert Firmery, Pearl Campbell, Haydee Quiñones, Hilda Berberina, Karen Davidowitz, Pia Haselbach & 

George Martin, Rebekah Stohlmann, and Sandi Dunn. 

 

Shut-ins: Anne Lindroos and Elizabeth McNally.  
 

MEMORIALS 

 

A donations in memory of ROSEMARIE LIPINKSI were given by 

 

 Sue Parks  Mike & Marlene Pappacena Joan Firmery 

 Ellie Kehoe Doug & Barbara Broski Anneliese Schaefer 

 Flo McGuigan   George & Lily Lai  
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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR (continued) 

 

may gently fall asleep in Jesus and awake in the glory of Thy presence.  Keep our graves under the shadow of 

Thy wings, that they may be peaceful resting places, until Thou wilt raise up our mortal bodies and clothe them 

with immortality.  May we today and at all times lay Thy Word to heart, that, when we shall join the redeemed 

that have gone before, we may… with joy and with all the company of heaven ascribe blessing and honor and 

glory and power unto Thee and unto the Lamb, forever and ever.  AMEN. 
 

ELECTION DAY—TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.  (Matthew 22:21) 

 

The Lutheran Study Bible includes a helpful article on the Lutheran approach to Church and State.  

The single page article entitled, “Faithful to Christ—and to Caesar,” can be found on page 1,632.  

If you have not already purchased one, there is a copy of The Lutheran Study Bible in the church 

office.  As the elections near, consider including the following prayer (Lutheran Service Book, 

page 313, No. 225) in your private or group devotions: 

 

Responsible Citizenship 
Lord, keep this nation under Your care.  Bless the leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among 

ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth.  Grant that we may choose trustworthy leaders, 

contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You faithfully in our generation; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

         

 

REDEEMER’S FIRST SERVICE  
November 7—Our 103rd Anniversary 

ur church records trace the first service of Redeemer congregation to November 7, 1915, when LCMS Pastor 

F. J. Muhlhauser held a service in Literary Hall, at what is now the southwest corner of the intersection of 

42nd Avenue and 215th Street, facing the LIRR tracks, which ran at street grade until 1929.  

 

A large wood-frame building with an impressive mansard roof (photo left), Literary Hall had been erected in 1874 

using funds raised by subscription. It was to be a meeting hall for lectures and concerts. Since Bayside was then a 

rural community of farms, country houses, and numerous hotels and saloons, Literary Hall, with its 250-seat 

auditorium, was a very useful gathering place, especially for a number of church 

groups that were attempting to organize and establish themselves in Bayside. It is 

certainly possible that Bayside Christians were also goaded into action by a widely 

publicized newspaper characterization of the community as a village having “thirteen 

saloons and no church.” The Episcopalians (now All Saints’ Church) began holding 

Sunday School at Literary Hall in the 1870s and later expanded to lay-led services; the 

Unionists (now Bayside United Methodist on Bell Boulevard) held a service there in 

1889; and in 1894 the first Roman Catholic Mass was said there, leading to the 

founding of Sacred Heart congregation. 

 

The problem with Literary Hall was that it could not be heated, which may have put a damper on earlier attempts, 

dating back to 1907, to establish a Lutheran congregation in Bayside. Nevertheless, with the support of Pr. 

Muhlhauser and the LCMS Atlantic District’s “English Lutheran Mission,” headquartered in Port Washington, a 

regular Sunday morning Divine Service (11 am) and Sunday School (9:30 am) were established at Literary Hall.  

Additional activities included secular entertainments organized there by the ladies of the Bayside mission. A 

program from March 3, 1916 features the orchestra of the German ocean liner Vaterland; dramatic skits by the 

“Young People of Immanuel [Lutheran] Church, Whitestone”; and solos by international opera diva “Madame” 

Marie de Calve.  (Continued on p. 4) 

 

O 
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R E D E E M E R ’ S  F I R S T  S E R V I C E  (continued) 

 

Those who partook in Redeemer’s first service must have had a sense that 

something of importance was occurring, or perhaps were witnessing an early 

version of “Shock and Awe,” since no fewer than three pastors, Muhlhauser, 

Henry Wolk (pastor of  Immanuel, Whitestone), and William Schoenfeld (pastor 

of Immanuel, Lexington Avenue and 88th Street) took part. Schoenfeld seems to 

have brought along some musical forces from the “City,” including his organist 

and a Mrs. Thom, who presumably served as a vocal soloist.  Redeemer’s 

distinguished history of sacred music began at the beginning, with organist 

Edward Rechlin, considered at the time to be the “foremost Lutheran organist in 

America.”  Curiously, there seems to be no mention of an organ at Literary Hall, 

but it is possible that it had some sort of instrument. It seems unlikely that Rechlin 

was dragged out to the sticks to play a piano.  

 

Yet, the lack of heat was certainly still an issue, as was the difficulty of holding 

services in a meeting hall used by others. A number of new, brick buildings had 

gone up along Bell Boulevard, however, and were equipped with “all the 

modern conveniences.” A 1909 map shows only one or two brick buildings present between modern 35th Avenue 

and Northern Boulevard. The rest were basically wood-frame dwellings, many of which had been converted to 

commercial use. The new buildings were designed to have ground-floor shops with dwellings above. One of these 

was the Robertson Building (photo right), for which plans were filed in 1917. Redeemer (known as the “English 

Lutheran Chapel” until 1921) rented the southernmost 

storefront for $20 monthly and hired a man from Port 

Washington to design and decorate a chapel there. Some 

of the church furniture from this chapel, including the 

large gothic-revival chairs and lectern, are still in the 

present sanctuary. The first service was held there on 

February 10, 1918, and the building, easily identifiable 

by its distinctive masonry and brick window frames, still 

stands at 43-17 Bell Boulevard. The chapel space is now 

occupied by tutoring service, “Mathnasium.” 
 

Those of us with stamina can prepare for the next 

“century” celebrations: 2021 for the incorporation of the 

congregation as the “English Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of the Redeemer,” which became official on June 21, 1921, and for 2024 the dedication of our current 

sanctuary, which took place on April 6, 1924.  The search for anniversary committee members has already begun!  

 

Richard Schaefer 

Chairman, Board of Elders 

 

THE LIVING NATIVITY 

his year the annual Living Nativity pageant is scheduled for December 15 and 16, 

with ONE PERFORMANCE AT 7:30 each night. In recent months the roof upon 

which the angels stand was replaced, and this required the removal and 

reinstallation of the electrical wiring around the “command center” over the school 

entrance. Our local Boy Scout troop will be putting up the sets on November 17. Our 

dear sister in Christ, Sandi Dunn, despite being in the midst of chemotherapy, has already 

begun working on scheduling the cast. Please make things easier for her by calling (718-

578-5229) and volunteering to participate on one or both nights. If you are physically 

unable, the “Angel Fund” board will soon appear, giving everyone the opportunity to 

make supporting contributions.

T 



Orthodox Meets “Politically Correct”: Luther’s Hymns in 18th-Century Hymnals 

 

n a previous issue of the Epistle, my article “The Many Faces of A Mighty Fortress” examined an 18th-century 

version of the hymn “Ein’ feste Burg,” comparing one verse of it to Luther’s original text. That comparison 

showed the influence of Enlightenment philosophy on Lutheran doctrine as expressed in hymnody. 

Significantly, the “Age of Tolerance” could not abide the elemental strength of the opening two lines “Ein feste 

Burg ist unser Gott, ein gute Wehr und Waffen” (A mighty fortress is our God, a good shield and weapon), for 

which it substituted the mild assertion “Ein starker Schutz ist unser Gott, auf den wir uns verlassen” (A strong 

protection is our God, on whom we can rely). For the so-called Age of Tolerance, Luther’s language spoke of  

militant force and weaponry—definitely not “PC” in the Zeitgeist of around 1780. 

 

Such revisions of core Lutheran hymns were standard fare in Lutheran hymnals in the Austria and Germany of the 

Enlightenment. Not surprisingly, however well meant, these “improvements” did not meet with universal approval. 

Indeed, evidence shows that new hymnals introduced in this period often caused strife and discord; many 

congregations rejected them. As a compromise, compilers sometimes included two versions of a hymn: the original 

old text followed by the new “enlightened” wording. One of the hymns published in this arrangement was Luther’s 

great missionary hymn, “Es woll’ uns Gott gnädig sein” (“May God Bestow on Us His Grace,” The Lutheran 

Hymnal 500, verses 1 and 2 shown here with literal, non-rhyming translations, “=” indicates same as original): 

 

 Luther 1783 
 1. Es woll’ uns Gott gnädig sein 1. Es wolle Gott uns gnädig sein 

  May God grant to us his grace  = 

 Und seinen seegen geben; Und seinen seegen geben; 

  And give us his blessing;  = 

 Sein antlitz uns mit hellem schein Mit seines angesichtes schein  

  His countenance on us with clear radiance  With the radiance of his face 

 Erleucht zum ewgen leben; Erleucht er uns zum leben! 

  Lights the way to eternal life;  He lights the way to life! 

 Daß wir erkennen seine werk’, Laß uns erkennen, unser Gott, 

  That we may know his works,  May we know, our God, 

 Und was ihn liebt auf erden, Dein grosses werk auf erden; 

  And what pleases him on earth,  Thy great work on earth; 

 Und Jesus Christus heil und stärk Laß Jesu Christi mittlertod 

  And the redemption and strength of Jesus Christ   May the expiatory death of Jesus Christ   

 Bekannt den heiden werden, Erkannt von allen werden, 

  May be known to the heathen,  Be known to all, 

 Und sie zu Gott bekehren! Und alle dir bekehren! 

  And they be converted to God!  And all be converted to thee! 

 

 2. So danken, Gott, und loben dich 2. So danken dir, und loben dich 

  Thus thank thee God, and praise thee  Thus thank thee and praise thee 

 Die heiden über alle; Die nationen alle; 

  The heathen everywhere;  All the nations; 

 Und alle welt die freue sich So freut der ganze weltkreis sich, 

  And may all the world rejoice  So the whole earth rejoices 

 Und sing’ mit grossem schalle, Und singt mit grossem schalle, 

  And sing with great resounding,  And sings with great resounding, 

 Daß du auf erden richter bist, Daß du sein Gott und richter bist, 

  That thou art the judge on earth,  That thou art its God and judge, 

 Und läßt die sünd nicht walten; Nicht läßt die sünde walten; 
  And dost not allow sin to rule;  = 

 Dein wort die hut und weide ist, Daß noch dein wort dein seegen ist, 

  Thy word is shelter and pasture,  That thy word is still thy blessing, 
 Die alles volk erhalten, Den wir von dir erhalten, 

  That all people receive,  That we receive from thee, 
 

I 
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Orthodox Meets “Politically Correct” (continued) 

 

 In rechter bahn zu wallen! Auf rechter bahn zu wallen!  

  To journey on the right path!  = 

 

The new version seems to aim at making the text less “offensive” or, perhaps, more tolerant of what today might 

be called the Other.  In place of Luther’s precise word “heiden” (heathen), we find the general terms “allen” (v. 

1, L. 8) and “nationen” (v. 2, L. 2). According to Luther, it is the heathen who must “turn to God” (zu Gott 

bekehren). The new phrase replaces “heathen” with “all” and “all  nations.” Along the same line is the replacement 

of his inclusive “alles volk” to the limited “wir” (v. 2, L. 8) that needs to stay on the “right path” (rechter bahn, 

v. 2, last line). Clearly, these changes detract from or even conceal the mission purpose of the hymn. We could 

also ask what was wrong with the word “antlitz,” which becomes “angesicht” (v. 1, L. 3) in the new version. 

Perhaps this is an early example of “dumbing down” of too-elevated language. In English the difference is 

between the complex and elegant word “countenance,” meaning “expression on the face,” and the plainer term 

“face,” referring more to the physical anatomy. 

 

Numerous examples of tinkering with old hymn texts could be cited, doing more or less damage to the original. 

Consider the revised version of Luther’s Creed hymn, “Wir glauben all’ an einen Gott” (TLH 251). In that case, by a 

very small change, the reviser may have crossed a line in doctrine. Luther’s text speaks of “the Virgin Mary” (von 

Maria, der jungfrauen, v. 2, L. 5), as in the Nicene Creed. The new version quietly omits the word “Jungfrau” (virgin). 

Such an omission suggests an attempt to sow doubt on a tenet questioned by some theologians of the time.  

 

Some theologians would consider these kinds of changes to be proper, just an accommodation of hymn texts 

needed to suit the temper of the times. Perhaps it belongs under the heading of “inculturation,” a term now used 

to explain and justify how the church always absorbs the contemporary culture. Indeed, under this theory 

proponents of bad church music defend the use of pop music in worship today.  Historically it took decades before 

the damage to core Lutheran hymns was corrected, but the Church eventually reclaimed its true heritage of 

hymnody. We need to pay attention to history, however, because the same forces are at work today, just in 

different guises with new issues, feminism, for one. Did you know there are now entire hymnals that eliminate 

the word “man” and all use of masculine pronouns (he, his, etc.)? But, that’s for another article.  

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music 
 

THE EPISTLE FEATURED PLANT: TEASEL  

 

ontinuing the series on plants growing on the church grounds, I present the teasel (Dipsacus fullonum, also 

called fuller’s teasel). With the recent installation of our church air-conditioning system and the 

accompanying thinning of the plant growth nearby, the units were a bit too visible from the street and, 

therefore, vulnerable to vandalism. I was asked to plant something to provide some measure of protection. With 

man-eating plants unavailable, teasel seemed perfect for this, since virtually every part is studded 

with sharp spines. The 5 ft. tall plant has long been cultivated for its prickly, 3 in. long seed head, 

which is used to comb wool textiles, cleaning and aligning the fibers and raising the nap. Teasel 

has an advantage over metal combs because on hitting a snag the teasel will break, while the metal 

comb will tear the fabric.  The origins of the word “teasel” and the verb “tease,” in all its senses, 

are obviously intertwined. 

 

As with the mole plant in the last Epistle, I collected the teasel seeds, this time during a 2011 visit 

to the Farmers’ Museum in Cooperstown, New York. The plant was going to seed, and although I 

had heard of teasel, I didn’t really know what I was collecting. Although this teasel is not the teasel species used to 

treat Lyme disease, the seed heads are used to make the popular “teasel hedgehogs,” rather 

charming Christmas ornaments, which I have grown, made, and sold at our Christmas Fair since 

2012. Although I think I have saturated the Bayside hedgehog market, I still make a few new ones 

each year for the uninitiated. Stop by my table this year and see! 

 

Richard Schaefer 

C 
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REDEEMER CHRISTMAS FAIR  

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1,  2018  
10:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M.  

 

How can you help make the fair a success?  
 

DONATIONS 

Including New and Gently Used Gifts, Handcrafts,  

Christmas Decorations, Plants, Baked Goods, Homemade Foods 

Jewelry, & Vintage Treasures 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Set-up Thursday, November 29, 3 to 6 P.M. 

Clean-up December 2 

Time to staff a table on Friday. November 30, 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. when the fair is open to LSF&B 

Time to staff a table on Saturday, December 1, from 10 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 

Post/distribute flyers before the event––Tell your friends 

If you can volunteer, or, for more information, contact Sue Parks, 718-224-7197  

or Richard Schaefer, 718-428-3925 

 

D O N ’ T  F O R G E T  T O  C O M E  T O  D O  Y O U R  C H R I S T M A S  S H O P P I N G !  

 

 
 

POINSETTIA & 

GREENERY MEMORIALS 
 

Forty plants will be available to decorate the sanctuary for a 

donation of $10 per plant. The plants may be taken home after 

the last service on Christmas Day (December 25). Donations 

are also welcome for the Christmas tree, pine garlands, and 

wreaths. Please fill out this form completely, and place it along 

with payment, in the offering plate or in the Newsletter mailbox 

by the Church Office. Please make checks out to Redeemer 

Lutheran Church.  

 

Number of plants: ________ × $10 = ________    

 
 

Greenery : $ ________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF/OTHER DEDICATION:_____________________________________________ 
 
GIVENBBY:________________________________________________________________________  
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Annual Christmas Fair 
Saturday, December 1 
10:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

 

Advent Service 
Wednesday, December 5 
7:30 PM 

 

Living Nativity Pageant 
On the Church Lawn 
Saturday & Sunday 
December 15 & 16, 7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Eve  
Service of Lessons & Carols 
Monday, December 24 
7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Day Divine Service  
Tuesday, December 25 
10:30 AM 
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