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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

V: We bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

R: Praise Him and magnify Him forever. 

 

he versicle and response above appears in The Lutheran Hymnal for use in daily prayer during 

the Trinity Season.  Thanks be to God, each of us have many reasons to bless God.  Yet, we 

may still find ourselves distracted and discouraged. 

 

Recently, during the elders study of C. F. W. Walther’s The Proper Distinction between Law 

and Gospel, we discussed briefly how the Apostles’ Creed is filled with examples of God’s 

loving actions for us.  I encourage you to take out your copy of Luther’s Small Catechism and 

consider not only the words of the creed, but also Luther’s answers to the repeated question: “What does this 

mean?”  In each article, you will find good reasons to bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

 

Notice how the following prayer for use with The Lutheran Hymnal assists us in blessing the Holy Trinity, and 

then asks that God would grant us a further blessing of gratitude that is manifest not only with our lips but also in 

our lives: 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, we adore Thee as the God and Father of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and unite with angels and archangels 

around Thy throne, with the glorious company of the patriarchs, 

Prophets, Apostles, martyrs, and saints in heaven, as well as with Thy 

Church Militant on earth, in ascribing unto Thee honor and blessing, 

thanksgiving and praise. Holy, holy, holy art Thou, Lord God of hosts; 

heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Thy glory. Thou hast created 

us in Thine own image; Thou has sanctified us by Thy Spirit and called 

us out of darkness into Thy marvelous light. Grant, we beseech Thee, that 

at all times we may be duly sensible of these unspeakable mercies and 

manifest our gratitude, not only with our lips, but also in our lives, by 

surrendering ourselves to Thy service and walking before Thee in 

righteousness and holiness all our days.  Deliver us more and more from 

the bondage of sin and error, from the power of the flesh, the corruptions 

of the world, and the temptations of the devil. Give unto us the faith which 

worketh by love, the hope that maketh not ashamed, the charity that never 

faileth, confidence in Thee that shall never be shaken, patience that shall 

never faint, courage that shall always be ready to confess Christ, that we 

may live in Thy fear and die in Thy peace; through the infinite merits of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who livest and reignest with Thee and the Holy 

Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
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SUMMER SERVICE  SCHEDULE 

Divine Service . . . 9:30 A.M. 

Senior Choir . . .   9:00 A.M. 
 

 

 

           


IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, 

Dennis Salmone, Joey Lee, Tina Pappas, Michael Elliott, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, 

Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, Isabella Ward, Evangelina Gasas, Joseph Carbone, Jane Bauer, John Frey, Lori 

Castine, Joan Pflug, Robert Firmery, Pearl Campbell, Haydee Quiñones, & Hilda Berberina.  Shut-ins: Anne 

Lindroos and Elizabeth McNally. 

 

           

 

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY  
 

lthough the Sunday morning Bible study has gone on summer hiatus until resuming in September, the two 

monthly weekday studies, with an end-of-July break for the Stohlmann’s to fit in their vacation, will 

continue in August. The study of Luther’s Small Catechism, will meet Wednesday, August xx, at 2 pm 

The previous discussion of the Sixth Commandment proved to be so engrossing that the class asked to continue 

it in the August class. The study of C. F. W. Walther’s classic, The Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel,  

is approaching its fourth meeting, tentatively scheduled for the beginning of August. Although the latter is called 

the “Elders’ Study,” it is open to everyone. If you would like to join in, contact Pr. Stohlmann, who can supply 

you with study materials. It is never too late! 

A 
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MUSIC NOTES 
 

Auditioning a Lutheran Organist in Vienna, 1824 

 

he Lutheran Church became legal in Austrian lands through an “Edict of Tolerance” issued by Emperor 

Joseph II in 1781. The first Lutheran congregation was established in Vienna in 1783. As a Lutheran church, 

music (hymn-singing, choirs, and organ music) was essential to the worship service. Therefore, from the 

beginning, this congregation arranged to have an organ (below right) and hired an organist. 
 

The archive of this Evangelische Kirche, located in central Vienna (left), preserves 

many documents that chronicle the history of the congregation. Some of these papers 

record information about the practice of music there, and reveal surprising details 

about the organist position and the musicians who served in that post. Among other 

documents, I found an unusual organist contract (excessively long and detailed), 

descriptions of problems with congregational singing, and lists of recommendations 

of how to improve it. 
 

In 1823, the congregation needed to find a new organist. The third organist (Johann 

Gottlieb Wosch) had died after 21 years of service (1802–1823). The history of this 

search suggests that those in charge gave much careful attention to finding the right 

man for the job. They decided to audition the candidates, and they drew up a list of 

musical tests to be performed by the organist in the audition. These included: 

 

(1) Improvise on a theme of a few measures length in a prescribed key. The piece must always be in four-part 

harmony, maintaining the soprano, alto, tenor, and bass lines (though not necessarily in strict fugal form), and the 

pedal should enter at the appropriate times. 

 

(2) Play a chorale in four-part harmony, along with the prescribed interludes, using pedal throughout, keeping to 

the strictest time. 

 

(3) Sight read a score of choral music (i.e., music notated on four or more individual lines, voices, and 

instruments). Here they explain further, as follows: Long years experience has taught us that the organist must 

get through this challenge. The future organist must possess not just a superficial but a thorough knowledge of 

figured bass and composition, and should be able himself to compose a new piece. The reason is that without this 

talent no organist can long maintain his position with honor; also 

because many times in the year choral music is performed with organ 

alone or also accompanied by wind instruments. Finally, the organist 

must be able on every occasion or change of plan to instruct the boys 

and girls of the “Singschule” in singing, and to train them thoroughly 

to sing the chorales in four parts. 
 

Some of the details mentioned in this list shed light on the general 

state of Lutheran liturgical music at the time, as well as how it was 

practiced in this church in the years before the hiring of the next 

organist. The improvised music described in point No. 1 demands a 

high level of competence in counterpoint, which study was still the 

basis for musical training. Today, the ability to fulfill this 

requirement would be rare. Point No. 2 tells the organist to keep the 

strictest tempo. This should be obvious. To spell out this direction 

suggests that organists did not always adhere to a strict tempo, which indeed is very important for good 

congregational singing. Mentioned here, almost in passing, is the playing of “prescribed interludes” in the hymns. 

“Interludes” are short passages improvised by the organist between lines or phrases of the hymn (I do this 

occasionally in a festival service, but only between whole stanzas, never between phrases of text). It is surprising 

that a document of this time recommends, even prescribes, the use of interludes. Many writings from this period 

T 
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indicate that the use of such extra insertions had become problematic, and there were frequent complaints that 

they disturbed hymn singing. In fact, the abovementioned lengthy contract signed by the organist hired in 1824 

sets down extremely tight rules and strict limits for the use of interludes. 

 

Both the first and second points mention the use of pedal (keyboard). Again, since playing notes on the pedal is 

a basic element of most organ music, it might seem superfluous to refer to it. The music of the dominant Roman 

Catholic Church, however, did not feature a strong presence of the pedal in its liturgical music. Pedal writing was 

developed in the Lutheran regions of northern Europe; it was introduced gradually into other musical traditions. 

Clearly the Lutherans in Vienna considered it essential. Point No. 3 states firmly that the organist must be able to 

compose something new, adding that without that ability, he would not be able to maintain his standing as a 

respected organist with honor. Such a definitive statement testifies to the fact that (professional) musical training 

of the time always included the fundamentals of theory and composition, and organists (more than other 

performers) were expected to be composers. Today, few organists could meet that standard. 

 

When the position became open, 10 persons applied for the job. Of these 10, 6 came to 

be auditioned. The audition was administered by two prominent professional musicians: 

piano maker Andreas Streicher and court organist Simon Sechter. Streicher, who had 

moved from Augsburg to Vienna, was a Lutheran; he was active (probably a member) 

in this congregation. Among other things, he directed the church’s celebration of the 

300th anniversary of the Reformation in 1817. As organist of the imperial court, Simon 

Sechter was Catholic, but, nonetheless, he composed a number of organ chorale 

preludes on Lutheran hymns, all without pedal parts. (I have played some of these as 

organ preludes at Redeemer.) Archival records tell us that after serious deliberation, the 

audition committee decided unanimously on Franz Lachner (left) as the best candidate. 

Looking back, it appears that they made the right choice. Lachner (1803–1890) stayed 

in the position about ten years (1824–1834). After that, he went on to have a 

distinguished career as an opera conductor in Mannheim, and later as Kapellmeister in the Munich court. He 

composed operas, symphonies, oratorios, cantatas, masses, and other pieces. Clearly he met the qualification of 

the ability to “write something new,” as listed in point No. 3. When he left the organist post in 1834, he was 

succeeded by his brother, Vinzenz. The records show that Vinzenz, like his brother, possessed a “thorough 

knowledge of figured bass and composition.” 

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music 

 

NEW MEMBER 

 

edeemer welcomed new member Kristy Predescu 

(née Proscia) through the rite of confirmation at the 

Divine Service on Sunday, July 22.  Kristy had 

completed her study of the Small Catechism and was 

examined under the direction of Pr. Stohlmann. A coffee-

and-cake reception in the Undercroft followed the service. 

 

Just the previous month (June 24), Kristy’s daughter Diana 

became a child of God through Holy Baptism at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. The 

photograph shows Kristy and her husband Dan (left), and the 

godparents: Kristy’s sister Domenique holding Diana, and 

Dan’s brother, Pete. 

 

R 
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HAVE YOU SEEN ME? 
uring this time of year I normally use this space to gently encourage members of Redeemer to take an 

interest in the flowers and plantings on the church grounds. We are certainly in the “dog days” of summer, 

when a few volunteers and I can be encountered doing the seemingly endless chores of watering, weeding, 

trimming, and garbage removal. On the other hand, given the extensive nature of the church grounds; the 

complexity and variety of God’s creation; and the fact that the wind, much like the Holy Spirit, tends to blow 

seeds and spores where it wills, I sometimes discover things I never knew were there. 

 

A few years ago in July I happened to look closely at a “weed” that had popped up 

under one of the church hedges. The long leaves rising from a clump of fleshy roots, 

or rhizomes, were producing a flower stalk about two feet high (left), and I warned my 

mother, who is a prodigious puller of weeds, to leave it alone so it could bloom and 

be easier to identify. Once open, the tiny green and pinkish-white flowers, no more 

than half an inch across, appeared to be some kind of orchid (below right). It was a 

good thing that we left it alone, because all of New York’s native orchids are protected 

species and to destroy them makes one liable for fines. 

 

Fortunately, among its many other uses, the Internet is very helpful in the area of plant 

identification. The number of orchids, members of the family Orchidaceae, native to 

New York is fairly small, and the different varieties are quite distinctive. Research 

quickly led to the helleborine orchid (Epipactis helleborine), also known as the broad-

leaved helleborine or the poor-man’s lady’s slipper. 

 

The helleborine orchid was first identified near Syracuse, New York in 1879. At first, botanists were very excited 

about the discovery of a brand new species of North American orchid, but eventually it was identified as an Old 

World native that can be found across Eurasia from Portugal to China and even in North Africa. It likely made it 

to Syracuse mixed in with imported nursery plants. Another possibility is that it was purposely transplanted to 

New York because of its medicinal value, since as early as the 16th century it was noted as a cure for gout. A 

recent Polish study of a number of varieties of the helleborine orchid found that their nectar contains minute 

amounts of naturally occurring oxycodone. So, even if it does not cure gout, at least the patient probably feels 

better. 

 

Despite its somewhat limited ornamental value, rhizomes and seeds were shared and planted around the country. 

Unlike the showier native orchids, the helleborine orchid is not terribly picky about soil conditions. It grows in 

hedges and woods, and is happy to establish itself in lawns, flowerbeds, and empty 

lots, growing up through beds of aggressive plants, such as ivy and pachysandra, and 

even through cracks in the sidewalk. In the 140 years since its “discovery,” its dust-

like seeds, easily carried by the wind, have allowed it to naturalize itself from coast to 

coast, and the helleborine orchid has become a nuisance in Michigan, and especially 

in Wisconsin, where it is officially classified as “Restricted,” that is, an invasive 

species that is already established in the state and causes or has the potential to cause 

significant environmental or economic harm. 

 

Several years ago, while on jury duty in Kew Gardens, a writer for the New York Times 

recognized the plant growing on Lefferts Boulevard and then Austin Street in Forest 

Hills; He also noted it growing in Battery Park City and Central Park in Manhattan. 

Given its invasiveness, it was inevitable that it would eventually establish itself in the 

fertile soil of Bayside. What is surprising is that it has not appeared here sooner. Be not afraid, however, for 

despite its invasive reputation the plant is not spreading on the church grounds. Its worst enemy appears to be 

lawnmowers and weed whackers, and it has become more difficult to find in the last year. On the other hand, 

perhaps the reputation is well earned: the plant has begun to spread in my own driveway! 

 

Richard Schaefer 

Chairman, Board of Elders 
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ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONVENTION 

 

he 2018 Atlantic District convention was held on the campus of 

Concordia New York (known to most of us as “Bronxville”) on  June 

8 and 9.  I had the privilege of attending as Redeemer’s lay delegate 

along with our pastoral delegate, Pr. Stohlmann. The report of the LCMS 

president, Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, was delivered by First Vice-

President Herbert Mueller. If you recall, Dr. Mueller was the guest preacher 

at Redeemer’s 100th anniversary service in 2015. I made a point of saying 

hello to him and wishing him and his wife well. He remembered Redeemer 

fondly. 

 

To my mind, the convention was relatively uneventful. The elections for district offices usually add a bit of “spice” 

to the proceedings, but this time the candidates for all the offices that concern us were running unopposed. Briefly, 

District President Derek Lecakes was reelected for a second term; Rev. Dr. Dien A. Taylor was reelected as first 

vice president (non-geographical); Rev. Dr. Joshua Hollmann was reelected vice president for our region (Region 

2); and Rev. James Gadjadhar was reelected as our circuit visitor. 

 

Richard Schaefer 

Redeemer Lay Delegate 
 

FREEDOM TO BE FAITHFUL PREVAILS AT SUPREME COURT 

 

Photo: Lutherans from around the country stand for a group photo before the Supreme Court at the 41st March 

for Life in Washington, D.C., on January 22, 2014.  
 

ast month, the U.S. Supreme Court handed down a decisive victory for the work of pro-life pregnancy centers 

and for free speech in general. “We rejoice at this ruling,” said the Rev. Michael Salemink, executive director 

of Lutherans For Life. “It safeguards fairness and freedom. Pregnancy resource centers share a truth and 

show a love that saves lives. They serve with the compassion of our Savior Jesus. Removing obstacles to these 

interactions and relationships certainly enhances this outreach.” 

 

The case began when California passed the “Reproductive 

FACT Act” in 2015, requiring pro-life pregnancy centers 

with a medical license to advertise free or low-cost 

abortions offered through the state. Pregnancy centers not 

needing a license were forced to say so in a 29-word 

statement translated into multiple languages and posted 

“conspicuously.” Moreover, this statement must be printed 

on all advertising materials in a font size at least as large 

as the words of the advertisement. In response to the law, 

the National Institute of Family and Life Advocates 

(NIFLA) sued to halt its enforcement, arguing that the law 

unconstitutionally compels speech that is opposed to the 

very mission of these pregnancy centers. 

 

Established case law requires that, whenever a government deems it necessary to alter the content of speech, it 

must meet the “strict scrutiny” standard. That means the onus is on the government to prove that the alteration (1) 

meets a compelling government interest, and (2) does so in the least restrictive way possible. However, the Ninth 

Circuit Court of Appeals applied a different standard. It admitted that the FACT Act altered the speech of pro-

life pregnancy centers and that it did not meet the strict scrutiny standard. But it then attempted to carve out a new 

category of “professional speech” that can be altered with only “intermediate scrutiny.” The U.S. Supreme Court 
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rejected the Ninth Circuit’s notion of “professional speech,” remanding the case back to California’s Supreme 

Court with instructions to apply the standard of strict scrutiny. In so doing, the U.S. Supreme Court determined 

that NIFLA was “likely to succeed on the merits of their claim that the FACT Act violates the First Amendment.” 

 

“This is a tremendously significant victory for free speech and First Amendment rights,” said the Rev. Dr. 

Matthew C. Harrison, president of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). “It’s shocking that four 

justices not only support the denial of life and liberty to the millions who are aborted, but also support forcing 

Christians involved in providing God-pleasing alternatives—saving lives—to advertise for abortionists.” Similar 

cases in Texas, New York, Maryland, and Illinois have already been settled in favor of the free speech of 

pregnancy centers. However, other cases within the jurisdiction of the Ninth Circuit are still pending. The city of 

San Francisco and the state of Hawaii have also asserted the power to tell pregnancy centers what they must say. 

This ruling will likely settle those cases in favor of the pregnancy centers. 
 

The attempt to create a new category of “professional speech” that applied to pregnancy care centers would likely 

have opened the door to similar control over the speech of pastoral counselors, teachers and other professionals 

who serve people with the Gospel. This alarming prospect has now been turned aside. The Rev. Robert Zagore, 

executive director of the LCMS Office of National Mission, explained: “This is a blessing on a lot of levels. The 

Supreme Court has ruled that the government cannot compel a church or other faith-based organization to 

proclaim a message contrary to its faith. That has a lot of implications.” 

 

While the NIFLA decision hinged on strict scrutiny, Justice Anthony Kennedy penned a brief, but powerful, 

concurrence to underscore the court’s commitment to preventing the government from discriminating against 

certain viewpoints or faiths. He wrote: “[T]his law is a paradigmatic example of the serious threat presented when 

government seeks to impose its own message in the place of individual speech, thought, and expression.” 

 

The Rev. Dr. Gregory P. Seltz, executive director of the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty, said: “The legal victory 

in the NIFLA case is a welcome undergirding of our First Amendment, religious-liberty protection in this country.” 

 

The 5-4 ruling came only one day after the same court vacated the Washington State Supreme Court’s ruling 

against a Washington florist. Barronelle Stutzman was punished for declining to celebrate a same-sex “wedding” 

as a confession of her faith. After reconsidering her case in light of the Masterpiece Cakeshop decision, the court 

ruled that the state of Washington had acted unjustly toward her in the same way that Colorado had unjustly 

prosecuted Jack Phillips. 

 

Taken together, this cascade of recent rulings from the court has done much to reassert the court’s commitment 

to a robust understanding of the First Amendment.  

 

(From the LCMS Reporter, Rev. Jonathan G. Lange, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Evanston, WY, and St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, Kemmerer, WY)  

 

           

 

SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE 
JULY AND AUGUST 

 

9:00 A.M. — Choir Practice 
9:30 A.M. — Divine Service 

 

Regular schedule (9:15 choir practice, 9:30 Bible study, amd 10:30 service) 
will resume the first Sunday in September 

 

           


