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During the season of Epiphany, spanning the time from January 6 to the first Sunday of Pre-Lent (February 

12), the gospel lessons for each Sunday report a progression of miracles that Jesus performed at the beginning 

of His earthly ministry. They begin with the turning of water into wine at Cana, followed by miraculous 

healings (Matthew 8:1–13), the calming of the sea (Matthew 8:23–27), and the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1–

9). Beyond the wonder and awe that these events instill, the miracles have a deeper meaning and significance 

for us and our faith. Read the meditation below written by Rev. John Klatt, pastor of Prince of Peace Lutheran 

Church, LCMS, in Loveland, Colorado. 

 

ow that was a glorious sight! 

 

That’s what we might say after viewing a magnificent natural landscape or the star-

filled sky on a clear night. Nature can be glorious because it is the handiwork of God 

(Psalm 19:1). Something of His divine glory shines in it, even if many of those who 

gaze in awe at the Grand Canyon do not acknowledge Him. 

 

The glory of God that we see in His creation is that of His power and wisdom, and even 

His goodness to mankind (Acts 14:15–17). But His glory is also seen in His other 

attributes: that He is holy, just, all-knowing, present everywhere, and eternal. Furthermore, His glory is 

especially seen in His grace and love, which are revealed in the pages of Holy Scripture. 

 

In this season of the church year called Epiphany, we learn of the glory of God as it was manifested in Jesus. In 

His miracles, the almighty power of God was revealed in Him. By these acts of power it could be seen that 

Jesus was the Son of the living God. The first of these took place at the 

wedding in Cana (John 2:1–11), where Jesus turned water into wine. With this 

work Jesus “manifested His glory” by doing something that only God could 

have done. His disciples saw it and believed in Him. 

 

But Jesus did not perform this work of power merely to impress. It was the 

“the first of his signs,” the first of many miracles that identified Jesus as the 

Christ, the promised Savior. It was not just in divine power that the glory of 

Christ was manifested at the wedding in Cana; it was in divine love. The 

miracle of transforming water into wine showed that here was God’s Son, who 

had come to suffer and die to rescue us all from our sins, from death and 

eternal damnation. 

 

The glory of God shines especially bright in the cross of Christ. There we see 

how great His love is for us. It is a love that far surpasses all human love. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE 
Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M. 

Bible Class  . . .   9:30 A.M. 

Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M. 
 

 

 

           


IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia 

McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Joey Lee, Tina Pappas, Michael Elliott, 

Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, Isabella Ward, 

Evangelina Gasas, Joseph Carbone, Jane Bauer, Amanda Kuck, John Ciulla, John Stohlmann, John 

Frey, and Lori Castine.  

 

Shut-ins: Elizabeth McNally and Anne Lindroos.  
 

           

 

MEMORIAL 

 

 

A donation in memory of IDA CAMERA was given by Sue Parks 
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(Continued) 

 

Jesus directs our attention to this in His answer to His mother, Mary, when she tells Him that there was no more 

wine for the wedding guests. Before performing His first great sign, Jesus reminded Mary: “My hour has not yet 

come.” His hour was the time of His sacrifice on the cross (John 12:23,27; 13:1). With this reference to His 

hour, Jesus tells us that He had not come to dazzle the world with works of power so that people would worship 

Him as God. He had come to demonstrate the glory of God’s grace and love so that people would believe in 

Him and love Him as Savior. 

 

In the “Gloria in excelsis” in our order of worship in the Lutheran Hymnal, we sing to God, “We give thanks to 

Thee for Thy great glory.” We not only praise, bless, worship, and glorify God for His great glory; we also give 

thanks to Him for it, for His glory is not just in His power, but also in His grace. It is not just in His holiness, 

but also in His love for us in Jesus Christ. 

 

                 

 

BLESSED IS HE THAT CONSIDERETH THE POOR:  
THE LORD WILL DELIVER HIM IN TIME OF TROUBLE. PSALM 41:1 

During these difficult economic times, Redeemer has been supporting one official outreach to the needy, the 

food pantry at our sister congregation in Corona, and one homegrown outreach to the homeless. Thank you to 

Anneliese Schaefer for her hard work volunteering at the food pantry.  Please remember these efforts in both 

your prayers and through your donations.  Donation guidelines are provided below. ––Editor 

 

F O O D  P A N T R Y  
A blue tub for collecting pantry donations is at the foot of the narthex stairs. Small, wallet-sized cards are also 

available there with a list of what is needed. The most-needed items are underlined: 

 

Nonperishables 

 

Spanish food products (marinades, cooking oils, 

adobo seasoning, etc.) 

Dried beans  (1lb. bags), rice (1lb. bags), pastas 

(1lb. bags) 

Pancake mix/syrup 

Coffee (1 lb. or 11.5 oz. cans)––NO SODA 

Sugar (1 lb. boxes or bags) 

Cold or hot cereal 

Cake mixes/flour (1 lb. bags) 

Baby formula 

 

Canned & Jarred Products 

 

Juices, fruits, fruit cocktail 

Meats or fish (small canned hams, tuna, salmon) 

Pasta sauce 

Jellies & jams 

Baby food

 

H O M E L E S S  P R O G R A M  
This task is undertaken by Sandy Dunn and her sister Denise April. These two ladies seek out homeless people 

in the Flushing and Jamaica area to see how they can be helped.  All items donated are greatly appreciated.  

 

A list of suggested items is below. Mark the bag “HOMELESS,” and put it in or next to the food pantry tub.  

 

 Socks  Toothbrushes/toothpaste 

 Underwear  Metrocards 

 Undershirts  Water 

 Used, good shirts/sweaters  Baby wipes 

 Hats/gloves/scarves Adult-sized backpacks 

Gift cards to local eateries (Subway, McDonalds, etc., NO CASH) 

Snacks (single serving best––nuts, hard candy, granola bars)  
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The Church Year 
 

ost of us do not really give a thought to what Sunday of the church year it is, except for important days 

like Easter and seasons like Advent and Lent.  But, in order to plan services, sermons, lessons, hymns 

and other music, what paraments to use, whether a Sunday is the Fifth Sunday after Trinity or th Feast 

of St. James the Elder is very important, since each has its own appointed readings, chants (The Lutheran 

Hymnal pp. 54–94 and 159–161), colors, and themes.  

 

In former times, the church year was so central to peoples’ lives that the dates of Easter and other movable days 

were announced in church on Epiphany.  The calendar also appeared in popular almanacs.  The illustration at 

the bottom of this page is from a book printed in 1731 for the 200th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession. It 

provides an observance for every single day of the calendar year! 

 

Nowadays the work involved in setting up the calendar seems to be a mystery to most people, but since the church 

year is one of my areas of interest and expertise, I thought an explanation might be in order.  The place to start is 

the historical list of Sundays and feast days we observe, as listed in our hymnal (TLH p. 3).  At the spiritual center, 

appropriately, is Easter.  Since the date of Easter can vary by as much as a month, the number of Sundays before 

and after Easter change every year.  Once the date of Easter is known, April 16 in 2017, one can calculate Ash 

Wednesday (March 1), the three pre-Lent Sundays, and the number of Sundays after the Epiphany (this year five).  

On the far side of Easter, one adds the five Sundays after Easter, the Sunday after Ascension, Pentecost, and 

Trinity.  Then until Advent (the four Sundays before Christmas Day), we observe Sundays after Trinity, varying 

between 22 and 27 Sundays (24 in 2017_, which fill in the remaining gaps depending on how late Easter is. Easy 

enough.   

 

You may have noticed on page 3 of the hymnal that there are a number of feast and saints’ days that do not 

necessarily fall on a Sunday.  In the history of the Christian church the number of saints’ days often became so 

numerous that they overwhelmed the patterns and cycles of the church year, in the same way that “Mission,” 

“Fellowship,” “LWML,” and “LCEF” Sundays, etc., threaten to do in our own time.  At the time of the 

Reformation, the calendar was also reformed and the number of these observances drastically reduced.  Even 

so, in small parish churches it is not really practical to celebrate in the middle of the week.  At Redeemer we 

transfer the major festivals in the life of Christ (Epiphany and Ascension) to one of the near Sundays.  It is also 

traditional in the Lutheran Church to celebrate the last Sunday in October as Reformation Sunday (Reformation 

Day, October 31) and the first Sunday in November as All Saints’ Sunday (All Saints’ Day, November 1).   

 

M 
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The Church Year (continued) 

 

ometimes, special feast days do fall on a Sunday.  If we had a morning and evening service on those days, 

we could observe both, but another bit of knowledge helps to work out this dilemma.  All the Sundays and 

feast days of the church calendar are ranked: “privileged”; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd class; and “unprivileged.”  If 

two feast days coincide, the higher-ranking one takes precedence.  If both have the same rank, the Sunday takes 

precedence.  This explains why we never celebrate the Annunciation (March 25, 1st class): it always occurs 

during Lent, and all Lenten Sundays are privileged.  Most of the Sundays after Trinity are unprivileged, so a 

day like the Nativity of John the Baptist (June 24, 1st class), if it fell on a Sunday, would be celebrated. 

 

There is additional complexity around Christmas and Epiphany, however, because so many notable holidays are 

clustered around the birth of Christ, and the Sundays after Christmas and New Year’s are unprivileged. So, 

those Sundays are not often observed, instead replaced by St. Stephen (26 December), St. John (27), or Holy 

Innocents (28), and the Sunday after New Year’s by Epiphany (January 6), which is the traditionally celebrated 

on the Sunday falling between January 2 and 8.  This year Epiphany was observed January 8.  OK. So, if we 

celebrate January 8 as Epiphany, what is the next Sunday, January 15?  Answer: the Second Sunday after the 

Epiphany. This may not seem logical, but remember, each Sunday is a specific feast day.  If one Sunday is 

replaced by the observance of another feast day, it does not change all the others down the line.  Despite our 

observance, Epiphany really was January 6, and January 15 is the second Sunday after that date. 

 

Richard Schaefer 

Chairman, Board of Elders  

 

 

Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in Germany 

 

ive hundred years ago, Europe was shrouded in spiritual darkness. The church had become corrupt both 

morally and theologically. Yet the light of truth had not been snuffed out. It existed as a flicker, sustained 

in God's providence by faithful men and women who trusted in Christ. That flicker roared into a flame on 

October 31, 1517, when Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses on the door of the Wittenberg Castle 

Church (“A” at the left in the picture above). God raised up a bold leader who would be a key figure in the 

Reformation. 

 

Germany has been preparing a celebration for the  2017 Reformation Jubilee filled with religious, historical, 

musical, and artistic festivities. See the places Luther and the other reformers lived, worked, taught, and 

preached. One option: Join Pastor Gregory Dwyer on the “Lands of Luther Tour,” September 18–28, 2017, at 

$3,439. Call Pr. Dwyer at 201-870-4657 for more information. 

S 

F 
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THE LIVING NATIVITY 

 
 

hank you to everyone who helped with the 2016 Living 

Nativity!  This includes the many generous donations to the 

Angel Fund.  Thanks to Frank DiCarlo and Frank Krupicka, 

who supplied the soundtrack; to Frank DiCarlo, who contributed 

much time, talent, and treasure behind the scenes every night, 

making sure this year’s performance went forward, and for 

helping to explain the technical aspects of the LN so that 

performances can continue in future years.  Other folks vital to 

the effort were Annette Leroux, George Martin, Jorge Lopez, and 

Redeemer’s own Boy Scout Troop; Sandy Dunn & Denise April, 

who served as the “dressers” for each night’s performance; and 

the ladies who served delicious hot chocolate and cookies each 

night. Thanks also to all the cast members, from church, school, 

and community. Visit Redeemer’s Facebook page to see their 

photographs! 

 

 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS & FAIR 
 

any thanks to all who assisted in decorating the church for the celebrations which began at the Feast 

of the  Nativity of Our Lord, and ended with the observance of the Feast of the Epiphany on January 

8.  Untold hours of work went into purchasing, transporting, decorating, and putting up the wreaths, 

pine garlands, Christmas tree, and poinsettias. Thank you to those who donated plants and greenery, the good 

and faithful group that came out on the evening of December 20 to decorate the church, the wonderful people 

who “undecorated” the church in January, and those who cleaned the sanctuary each time. May God bless you 

richly in this new year. Without all of these contributions the work could not have been accomplished.   
 

Although secular in nature, the annual Christmas Fair on the first Saturday in December is another aspect of 

Redeemer’s Christmas celebration that requires a great deal of time and hard work, but would be a shame to 

abandon. Thank you so much to my co-organizer and “partner-in-crime,” Sue Parks, Anneliese Schaefer, to the 

staff of LSF&B, and to all the ladies and gentlemen who helped in so many ways, from set up to take down to 

shopping/eating/fellowship. 
 

 

  Richard Schaefer 

  Chairman, Board of Elders 

 

T 

M 
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Mozart among the Theologians 
 

s is well known, Martin Luther loved and valued music, placing it next to theology in importance. Yet, 

Luther is not the only theologian who believed that music holds theological import. Interestingly, the 

composer who has most inspired the belief that music carries a spiritual content is Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart. Even his name (Amadeus, the Latin version of his baptismal name Theophilus; German Gottlieb) 

claims the “love of God” for him from his birth. His father Leopold famously declared of his son (then 12 years 

old): “that miracle ... that God let be born in Salzburg.” Parental pride aside, in the 200-plus years after 

Mozart’s death, Leopold would find more than one theologian to support his opinion.  

 

Prominent among these is the eminent Swiss Reformed theologian Karl Barth. Making no secret of his 

devotion, indeed, his reverence for Mozart, he kept a portrait of the composer on his office wall on the same 

level with one of John Calvin, the founder of his faith. A prolific author of theological treatises, Barth even 

brought Mozart into his magnum opus, the 13-volume Church Dogmatics. There (III.3) he asks the vital 

question: “Why can one maintain that he [Mozart] has a place in theology (especially in eschatology and 

cosmology) although he was no church father and not even a particularly devout Christian—and beyond that a 

Catholic!” What was his answer? “[Mozart] has heard the harmony of creation as providence in coherent form 

... the light which is so radiant precisely because it breaks through the shadows, sweetness which is also pungent  

... life which is not afraid of death but knows it well.” 

 

Barth also wrote a book about Mozart (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 1956), in 

which he confesses his personal convictions. For example: “[I]f I ever got to 

heaven, I would first of all seek out Mozart and only then inquire after 

Augustine, St. Thomas, Luther, Calvin, and Schleiermacher.” Underlying 

Barth’s Mozart theology is his belief that this composer alone had a unique 

connection to God. He says so outright: “In the case of Mozart, we must 

certainly assume that the dear Lord had a special, direct contact with him.” He 

characterizes Mozart’s music accordingly: it is universal, it sounds a primal 

absolute music, its serenity can only come from on high. For Barth, Mozart is 

just the medium who brings the voice of God into the world through song. 

Clearly, Barth’s love of Mozart overrode the strict Calvinist view of music, 

which limited the function of music to the confines of true Christian worship, 

where it can be “free from vicious attractions, and from that foolish delight by 

which it seduces men from better employment and occupies them in vanity” 

(Genesis, 1554). Otherwise a dogmatic theologian, who maintained that God 

was “wholly other” (totaliter aliter), Barth seems to place Mozart also 

“wholly apart” in the sphere of musical creation.  

 

A Catholic theologian who hears the divine in Mozart is Hans Küng. He, too, 

wrote a book: Mozart. Spuren der Transzendenz (1991). When words fail, 

Küng falls back on the same phrase “wholly other,” manifest in the title of his 

book as “traces of transcendence,” and “the sound of an infinite which 

transcends us and for which ‘beauty’ is no description.” Like Barth, Küng 

acknowledges a lifetime of listening to Mozart. His passionate devotion began early, when, as a doctoral student 

in theology, listening to the Clarinet Concerto (KV 622) “brought a touch of bliss” to his life almost every day. 

While Küng dismisses statements, declaring that Mozart was “only a visitor upon this earth” (musicologist A. 

Einstein) or “the God who came down from heaven” (composer H. W. Henze) as “metaphysical exaggeration,” 

nevertheless, he speaks of a “higher unity” and the “language of the soul” in Mozart’s music.  Indeed, Küng 

repeatedly affirms that Mozart’s music transported him to higher realms: how slow movements are like “arias 

without words, which often assume the character of contemplation, of spiritualized love, or meditation and 

prayer.”  He even dares to take over the words of St. Paul.  In Acts 17:28, the apostle states: “In Him we live 

 

A 

The Mozart family in Paris ca. 

1763, in a watercolor by Louis 

Carrogis Carmontelle. The child 

Mozart is seated at the piano. 
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Mozart among the Theologians (continued from page 7) 

 

and move and have our being.” The saint, of course, refers to the Christian having his being in God. Küng is 

expressing his total surrender to the music, through which, as with Christian purpose, “self is silent.”  

 

Hans Urs von Balthasar, the most influential Catholic theologian of the 20th 

century, was another prominent clergyman who fell under the spell of Mozart. 

In his brief Bekenntnis zu Mozart (Confession to Mozart, 1956), he wrote 

ecstatically: “The music of Mozart is a phantasmagoria from the paradise in the 

Urzeit—before man fell under the curse.” In other words, as if untainted by 

original sin, Mozart’s music springs from a fount of purity not open to other 

artists. In Von Balthasar’s thought, music is liminal, being a threshold where 

humans may encounter God. He sees all Mozart’s music—sacred and secular—

as bearing witness “to the nobility of our being children of God, whence we 

came and where we strive to go.” 

 

It may also be noted that Pope Benedict XVI is more than just a big fan, who 

played Mozart’s piano music every day. Influenced by the theological 

aesthetics of  Von Balthasar, Benedict has often meditated in his writings on 

the significance of the beautiful in Christian worship. In a 1996 interview he 

expressed his deep love of Mozart: “His music is by no means just 

entertainment; it contains the whole tragedy of human existence.” He recalled 

that as a youth in Bavaria, Mozart had “thoroughly penetrated his soul,” 

adding that “his music still touches me profoundly, because it is so luminous and yet at the same time so deep.” 

“Mozart is pure inspiration. ... The joy that Mozart gives us ... is an expression of a higher perception of the 

whole.” Indeed, Benedict has been called the “Mozart of Theology.” The cardinal who conceived this phrase 

noted that the words of Benedict’s theology “sound like music in the ears and hearts of people.”  

 

It is not just theologians that know the spiritual power of Mozart’s music. Secular observers feel it as well. Noted 

musicologist and pianist Robert Levin, for example, said as much: “I find it very hard to believe that the fervor and 

expressiveness of the music Mozart wrote for the church, such as the C-Minor Mass or the Requiem is just the 

equivalent of an opera composer making a good pitch for his libretto.” “Mozart’s spirituality shines through his more 

than sixty pieces of church music.” Even skeptics seem to recognize a holy presence in Mozart’s music. G. B. Shaw 

asserted that his was “the only music yet written that would not sound out of place in the mouth of God.” And we 

may reasonably apply the words of Marxist philosopher Theodore Adorno to Mozart: “When I hear great music, I 

believe that I know that what this music says cannot be untrue.” (This opinion he shares with Pope Benedict, who 

reacted to a concert of Bach’s music, by saying: “Anyone who has heard this knows that the faith is true.”)  

 

What great music says must be true! Though we may disregard the avowedly secular source of this statement, 

we should still recall the theological sources that say the same thing or  more. the In The Spirit of the Liturgy 

(2000), Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger writes: “Whether it is Bach or Mozart that we hear in church, we have a 

sense in either case of what gloria Dei, the glory of God, means.” That is, music that conveys the glory of God 

cannot be untrue. Going even farther, Hans Küng boldly propounds, citing a number of Mozart’s compositions 

as examples, that music itself is a form of worship: “Ave verum corpus, which in the intense expressiveness of 

its melody and chromatic harmony can show how music itself can be worship.” This is an extraordinary claim 

for any musical composition—the more so in that the writer illustrates it with this “minor” work. But, I will 

give the last word to Luther, who, of course, never knew Mozart, but who loved the great music of his day (e.g., 

Josquin des Pres). He called music “the greatest gift of God,” maintaining that the “Holy Spirit Himself honors 

it as an instrument of His specific office.”  In essence, therefore, Luther approaches music as a means of grace. 

Perhaps in heaven he too has sought out the musicians before the theologians. 

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music 

Mozart’s grave in the  

St. Marx Cemetery, Vienna 


