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AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH 

 

In his sermon for the early service on Christmas Day 1864, C. F. W, Walther, the first president of the Lutheran 

Church––Missouri Synod, expounds on the great mystery that God, the almighty Creator of the universe, should 

be born a man, laid among animals in a humble stall, and why all should rejoice at this miraculous event. 

 

n Christ, dear hearers, eternally beloved of God: “God became man” are little words that 

announce the miraculous story of the holy Christmas festival that we observe today. This 

wondrous account of our festival is, no doubt, the greatest of all mysteries of the Christian faith. 

In his letters to the Ephesians and to the Romans the apostle Paul calls it “the mystery that was 

kept secret and hidden in God from the world, but now is revealed and also made known through 

the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, made known to all nations for the 

obedience of faith.” The mystery, “God became man,” is the most incomprehensible matter that has ever entered 

into the human heart. The more man, even the most brilliant man, reflects upon it, the more he find himself 

involved in its unfathomable depths. As one cannot steadily peer into the sun with unprotected eyes without 

becoming blind, so also no one, without the protection of faith, can look into the sun of this mystery without 

falling into even greater darkness than before. 

 

For what does this mystery tell us? Not only does it reveal that God 

appeared upon earth in human form, but also that he has taken human 

nature and, really and truly, became a man, like us in every way, but 

without sin; so that the deity had united itself inseparably with a 

human nature, in one person, even as our body is united with our soul. 

 

So the Creator has become a creature. The Lord of heaven, whom the 

heaven of heavens cannot contain, became a fellow-citizen on earth. 

He, the true Father over all who are called children in heaven and on 

earth, became a human child. The Most Holy has taken on the 

sinner’s nature. The Almighty has united himself with the weak; the 

One who lives with the dead; the Eternal with the temporal. The 

Invisible One who dwells in unapproachable light, has become 

visible. The One who possesses everything has become poor. The 

All-knowing and All-wise has become a speechless child. The 

Omnipresent and Infinite has become a guest in the dwellings of 

mortal men, the Lord of Lords the servant of servants. The One who 

is worshipped, enthroned high above all creatures, is subject to men. 

The Only-Begotten son of the eternal God, of equal majesty and 

glory with the Father, has become the son of a sinful woman! 

 

(Continued on page 3)  
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SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M. 

Bible Class  . . .  9:30 A.M. 

Senior Choir . . .  9:15 A.M. 
 

 

     

       



IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia 

McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Joey Lee, the Kiefer family, Tina 

Pappas, Michael Elliott, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, Richard Branch, 

Laura Shinn, Isabella Ward, Evangelina Gasas, Joseph Carbone, Jane Bauer, Amanda Kuck, John 

Ciulla, John Stohlmann, John Frey, and the family & friends of Ida Camera. 
 

Shut-ins: Anne Lindroos and Elizabeth McNally.  
 
 

For additions to or deletions from the prayer list: leave a message at 718-229-5770 or send an 

email through the “Prayers” section of <www.rlcb.org>. 
 

MEMORIALS 

 

A donation in memory of NELLIE MACMAHON was given by Sue Parks.  
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AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH (continued from page 1) 

 

Standing before these mysteries, observing them from every direction, we can 

only exclaim in astonishment, What height! What depth! So, my friends, does 

human reason ever have the right to cast away this mystery because of its 

incomprehensibility, as if it were but a pleasant sweet dream? How wretched 

is the man who, coming upon the sweet light of this sun and blinded by its 

glare, at once closes his eyes in disbelief. Casting away this mystery, he also 

casts away the mystery of his redemption, of his salvation, and of his eternal 

bliss. 
 

“God became man.” This is the brief title of the birth of Jesus Christ, you have 

just heard. Not only does the heavenly news speak of the newborn infant in the 

manger, “Which is Christ the Lord,” but also the entire Scripture of the Old 

and New Testaments reechoes this blessed mystery, which they call out to us: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. ... And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld 

His glory, the glory of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

Or in another passage, “Great is the mystery of godliness; God is manifest in the flesh.” Now, my friends, dare 

we, can we believe this mystery and rejoice over it as we celebrate this day? Yes, as incomprehensible as this 

mystery is, yet it is this mystery alone that unlocks all other mysteries and gives us light in the otherwise 

impenetrable darkness of our earthly existence and eventual eternal destiny. Since God has become man, the 

Christmas theme “Glory to God in the highest” now stands like a bright light over the dark entrance and exit of 

every human life. … 
 

Furthermore, it is true that reason cannot at first connect God’s righteousness with the fact that he had created 

man despite foreseeing in eternity that man would become a sinner and fall into misery and death. But God’s 

incarnation gloriously solves this riddle, for we learn from it that God, even before the calamity of sin had come 

into the world, had established a means for its removal. … That is, he sent His only-begotten Son into the world 

and let Him become man, that through His holy life and innocent suffering and death He might pay for man’s 

debts and earn for man the righteousness that avails before God, and thus perfectly and eternally reconcile God’s 

holiness and righteousness with His redeeming love for sinners. God’s incarnation not only shows that His saving 

love for sinners does not contradict His righteousness, but in splendid radiance reveals both God’s holiness and 

His mercy. … 

 

So then, dear Christians, rejoice, and again I say, rejoice! Your faith, despised by the  

blind world, is eternal truth and divine wisdom. As certain as it is that God’s  

incarnation is the central point of your faith and the key to all mysteries of human  

existence, so it is also certain that this mystery is undeniable truth. If God’s  

incarnation is truth, so also your Bible, which alone reveals God’s incarnation is  

truth. Then also your redemption is truth. Then also your comfort is truth. Then  

also your hope is truth. Then also will your resurrection to a perfect salvation  

in a better world be the truth. … 

 

And, as this poor world rejects in unbelief the divine miracle of its own  

salvation, yes, stubbornly becoming lost through its own fault, you, the  

eternally blessed redeemed, will exult before the throne of God: “God has  

become a man to redeem mankind!” Praise for this be to the Father, who  

sent the Son. Praise for this be to the Son, who has become our Brother.  

Praise for this be to the Holy Ghost, who has revealed to us the blessed  

mystery. Praise be to Thee, the holy, just, all-wise, almighty,  

all-loving Triune God, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

(From The Word of His Grace, Graphic, 1978, pp. 194–201) 
  



 4 

 

 

LIVING NATIVITY WORKDAYS 

 

his year the annual Living Nativity pageant is scheduled for December 

16, 17, and 18, with ONE PERFORMANCE AT 7:30 each night. 

Before the wise men and shepherds can make their way to the manger, 

there is a lot of work to do. Over the summer a lot of work was done to 

replace many of the old sets and to make the whole thing easier to set up. 

Stay tuned for an announcement of the upcoming work date. It is coming 

SOON. Teams will be doing wiring, set repair and set-up, and general 

cleaning of the grounds. A confirming announcement will be made. No 

contribution is too small. 
 

   
 

HELP DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS  

 

here will be work for everyone! A tree to decorate, wreaths and pine garlands to hang, and other 

things to set up. Everyone is guaranteed to end up smelling like a pine tree! The evening, sometime 

in the last two weeks before Christmas, will be announced in church. Even if you can’t help with 

the physical labor, you can still help by donating toward the chancel tree, greenery, and poinsettias. 

See the form in this issue of the Epistle. 

 

   
 

C H R I S T M A S  F A I R  
Redeemer and LSF&B  

 

SA T U R D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 1 6  
1 0 : 0 0  A . M .  t o  3 : 3 0  P . M .  

 

How can you help make the Fair a success?  
 

DONATIONS 

Including New and Gently-used Gifts, Handcrafts,  

Christmas Decorations, Plants, Baked Goods, Homemade Foods 

(Please refrain from donating store-bought baked goods) 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Set-up Thursday, December 2, 3:00 to 6:00 P.M. 

Clean-up December 3 & 4 

Time to staff a table on Friday December 2, 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. when the fair is open to LSF&B 

Time to staff a table on Saturday, December 3, from 10 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 

Post/distribute flyers before the event –– Tell your friends 

If you can volunteer, have a great idea, or for more information  

contact Sue Parks, 718-224-7197, or Richard Schaefer, 718-428-3925 

 

D O N ’ T  F O R G E T  T O  C O M E  T O  D O  Y O U R  C H R I S T M A S  S H O P P I N G !  

T 

T 
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POINSETTIA & 

GREENERY MEMORIALS 
 

Forty plants will be available to decorate the sanctuary for a 

donation of $10 per plant. The plants may be taken home after 

the last service on Christmas Day (December 25). Donations 

are also welcome for the Christmas tree, pine garlands, and 

wreaths. Please fill out this form completely, and place it along 

with payment, in the offering plate or in the Newsletter mailbox 

by the Church Office. Please make checks out to Redeemer 

Lutheran Church.  

 

Number of plants: ________ × $10 = ________    

 
 

Greenery : $ ________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF/OTHER DEDICATION:_____________________________________________ 
 
GIVENBBY:________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
 

                       

 

A CHILD IS BORN 

 

We rejoice with Frank & Joylynn Krupicka at the 

birth of the first child, a daughter,  

 

Ella Grace Krupicka 

 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 at 11:54 A.M. 

Ella was 8 lb. 8 oz. and 21.25 in. long. According 

to Frank: “She was a bit past her estimated due 

date, but both she and Mom Joy are doing well, 

healthy and  happy and getting some well-deserved 

rest. ... We are very thankful for this amazing 

blessing from the  Lord!!!” 

 

If you would like to send your best wishes to the Krupicka family, their current address is 

28 Countrywood Drive 

Morris Plains, NJ 07950 
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M U S I C  N O T E S  
Advice to Church Musicians: Caveat lector, Part 2 

 

n the September/October issue of the Epistle I illustrated that the reader of “how-to” books on church music 

must be aware of the presuppositions underlying the advice. In another such book, co-authored by a pastor 

and a musician, these are already suggested in the subtitle, which refers to a need to enliven worship and music 

in small churches. They justify this need by citing conditions of “lifeless worship,” “outworn traditions,” 

“passivity,” “fear of trying new things,” and so on. To combat such signs of congregational malaise, the authors 

announce that they intend to “explore new ways to worship.” Less obvious is that the authors come from the 

perspective of the “emerging church,” which they define as focusing on “experience rather than doctrine.” In a 

flawed interpretation of Psalm 98:1, the authors read “O sing unto the Lord a new song” as a mandate to adopt 

“new” or different music in church.  

 

With these basic principles understood, readers should not be surprised to find what the authors view as the “new 

song”: it is innovative, open to change with the times, embraces diversity, contains spontaneity and playfulness, 

is imaginative, creative, adventurous, holistic, ecumenical, progressive, interactive, and festive. In order to 

worship with the “new song,” it may be necessary to “break free of ... word-oriented tradition.” (!) An example 

of this freedom? One pastor showed slides of galactic images from the Hubble Telescope while the congregation 

sang “How Great Thou Art.” He later projected photos of the Grand Canyon, a rainbow, a bird in flight, the human 

immune system, and the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  

 

To promote their “new song,” the authors are prepared to “rephrase certain creedal statements to creatively 

address current or local conditions.” Such a casual attitude toward the creeds exposes the fault line in their 

theology. The Nicene Creed—the faith distilled into just a few lines of diamond-like clarity, formulated by the 

Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople—proclaims doctrines for which Christian saints were willing to die. 

Amazingly, the authors think they can improve on the great minds and wisdom of the Church Fathers. Moreover, 

they do not understand that, as the distinguished British writer Dorothy Sayers put it: “The drama is in the dogma.”  

(Continued on page 7) 

 

I 
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MUSIC NOTES: Advice to Church Musicians (continued from page 6) 

 

he authors go on to present their vision of the many possible “song styles.” Note that they use the word 

“song,” rather than the classic term “hymn,” for congregational singing. Here “song” is probably the right 

word, for the list contains no categories that could be called hymns. After brief treatment of early American, 

Irish folk, Hebrew traditional, African American spiritual, and Gospel, the authors give lengthier attention to 

“Global.” Under this heading they discuss African, Latino, and Asian. A separate section on contemporary songs 

reviews the standard elements of popular music: guitar, kick drum, bass drum. congas, bongos, tambourines, etc.  

 

The authors openly advocate the adoption of non-Western music by the Western Church. They describe the 

performance of a song that includes the opportunity for each person to “add his or her unique gift by dancing, 

stomping, clapping, hitting sticks together, playing a drum,” etc. To teach this song, the congregation is divided 

into four groups, each given a different rhythmic pattern, and allowed to stomp, clap, etc. The benefits of all this? 

“When we sing this song, we are jolted to look beyond our own safe and sheltered world.” What they claim as 

benefits sounds (to me) more like drawbacks: “Singing globally influences our theology ... opens us to new ways 

of understanding traditional Christian doctrine.” The authors do not explain what these new ways are. In effect, 

the underlying purpose of the “new song” is to transform basic Christian belief. 

 

The authors are more than “open” to new understandings of Christian theology. They write plainly that “churches 

in North America have much to learn from the Eastern approach to music and worship. The sonorous quality of 

Eastern music is conducive to prayer, meditation, and stillness.” This is a nonsensical statement—Eastern music 

is no more sonorous than Western music, and it is far poorer in content. Western music is an incomparable gift to 

the church in all places. Moreover, for these authors music paves the way to the theological teachings of Eastern 

religions. More than once they recommend the breathing exercises associated with the Hindu practice of yoga: 

“breath prayer,” “centering prayer,” “body prayer,” and concepts like meditative prayer and guided meditation 

that are closer to Buddhist spirituality than Christian piety. Meditation is NOT prayer.  

 

To exemplify “great worship,” the authors recount how one church “transformed the service through global music 

drama, media, additional musical instruments, dance, visual art, altar adornments, and interactive liturgy.” 

Specifically, in a Lenten service, the (female) pastor “danced to music improvised on the organ. She lifted up 

objects that often lure us away from God—a large wad of money, a gaudy purse. ... She danced with joy as she 

embraced all these objects. As she drew near to the crosses [positioned in the chancel] her dance indicated her 

internal conflict,” etc., etc. (All that is missing is the seven veils!) The book ends with an appendix containing 

three dramas for Advent, entitled Get Out of My Way, I Just Gotta Have It Now, and Christmas Carol Crisis. You 

can imagine what to expect from these titles. Not for nothing did the medieval church ban all liturgical drama.  

 

To be sure, the practice of church in many churches—large and small—can stand improvement. The question 

remains, however, as to what form the improvement should take. Whether of the “emerging church” or left over 

from the 1960s, the “new song” according to these writers requires a cultural revolution in worship. The problem 

with this approach, aside from its reliance on false theology and substandard music, is the basic premise that (1) 

traditional worship needs to be “enlivened” and (2) the imposition of a foreign culture or a new worship form will 

achieve that goal. Orthodox Christian theology teaches that the Holy Spirit breathes life into worship. These 

writers need to get back to basics.  

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music 
 

 

N O V E M B E R  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  M E E T I N G  
S U N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  2 0  

F O L L O W I N G  T H E  S E R V I C E  

T 
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Annual Christmas Fair 
Saturday, December 3 
10:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

 

Living Nativity Pageant 
On the Church Lawn 
December 16, 17, & 18 
7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Eve  
Service of Lessons & Carols 
Saturday, December 24 
7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Day Divine Service 
Sunday, December 25 
10:30 AM 

 

New Year’s Day—Feast of the Circumcision 
Divine Service, Sunday, January 1, 10:30 AM 
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