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Locus iste a Deo factus est, inaestimabile sacramentum; irreprehensibilis est. 
This place was made by God, a priceless gift; it is without reproach. 

(Gradual for a church dedication service) 

 

On October 5, 1544, Martin Luther preached two sermons at the dedication of the church at Schloss Hartenfels, in 

Torgau, Saxony (photo p. 3). The building was and is significant because it was the first “Evangelical,” that is, 

Lutheran, church built in Saxony since the start of the Reformation. The other churches in use had been Roman 

Catholic churches cleansed for Lutheran use. For a church consecration Roman practice would have involved the 

liberal sprinkling of “holy water” with a tree branch or perforated container known as an aspergillum, use of 

chrism (holy oil), as well as clouds of incense. These rituals are not generally harmful in and of themselves, but it 

seems that the ceremonial practices had effectively obscured the things that they symbolize. How is a sanctuary 

truly consecrated to God, and how are Christians to observe the sabbath in order to receive God’s priceless gifts?  

As we prepare to celebrate Redeemer’s 100th anniversary, it is profitable to bear Luther’s words in mind. 
 

y dear friends, we are now to bless and consecrate this new house to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This devolves not only upon me; you, too, should take hold of the aspergillum and the 

censer, in order that the purpose of this new house may be such that nothing else may ever 

happen in it except that our dear Lord himself may speak to us through his holy Word and 

we respond to him through prayer and praise. Therefore, in order that it may be rightly and 

Christianly consecrated and blessed, not like the papists’ churches with their bishop’s 

chrism and censing, but according to God’s command and will, we shall begin by hearing 

and expounding God’s Word, and then, in order that this may be done fruitfully, following his command and 

gracious promise, call upon him together and say the Lord’s Prayer. ...  

 

Let this be said with regard to the beginning of this Gospel concerning the sabbath and how and why and to what 

extent we Christians should make use of it, namely, that we are to come together at a time and place which we 

are agreed upon, deal with and listen to God’s Word, bring to God our ordinary and 

unusual needs and those of others and thus launch up to heaven a strong, effectual 

prayer, and also together laud and praise God’s goodness with thanksgiving. And of 

this we know that it is the right service and worship of God, a service which is well-

pleasing to him and in which he himself is present. We know that we need not build 

any special church or temple at great cost or burden and that we are not necessarily 

bound to any place or time, but have been granted liberty to do this whenever, 

wherever, and as often as we are able and are agreed together. We know that, just as 

we are always obliged in our whole Christian life to use our liberty in these external 

things in love and for the service of our neighbor, so in this matter also we should 

be in harmony and conformity with others. 

 

But by the grace of God we know how this commandment concerning the sabbath 

is to be understood, for it reads thus: You shall keep the sabbath or day of rest 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Church is the 

congregation of saints, in 

which the Gospel is rightly 

taught and the Sacraments 

are rightly administered. 

Augsburg Confession VII 
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SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE 
Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M. 

Sunday School . . .   9:30 A.M. 

Bible Class  . . .   9:30 A.M. 

Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M. 
 

 

     

           




IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Dennis 

Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Theresa Patruno, Joey Lee, the Kiefer family, Tina Pappas, Michael Elliott, 

Theresa DeSalvio, Saeed Abedini, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, Richard Branch, Laura 

Shinn, Isabella Ward, Evangelina Gasas, Philip Petraglia, Joseph Carbone, Loretta Thomas, Jane Bauer, Amanda 

Kuck, Thomas Keller, John Ciulla, and the family & friends of Rodger Leon. 

 

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Anne Lindroos.  

 

 

MEMORIALS 

 

A donation in memory of RODGER LEON was given by 

Sue Parks 

 

A donation in memory of ARTHUR & RUTH JUNGE was given by 

the Junge sisters: Marilyn, Carol, & Audrey, and Walter Grill  
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(Continued from page 1) 

 

holy. Here pay attention to the words. What does it mean to “keep holy” or “sanctify” a day, an hour, or a week? 

Obviously it does not mean, as the Jews and our false saints dream, to sit in idleness and do nothing. It means 

rather, in the first place, to do something on that day which is a holy work, which is owing only to God, namely, 

that above all other things one preaches God’s Word purely and holily, not as these scribes and Pharisees who 

falsify and pervert God’s commandment because they have more regard for an ox or animal than a man. And 

likewise, that the others hear and learn God’s Word and help to see to it that it is purely preached and kept. This 

is what it means rightly to observe the day of rest and to “consecrate” or “sanctify” the place or the church: as we, 

praise God, are consecrating this house! Yes, this preaching of the Word is the aspergillum, which all of us 

together should grasp and with it bless and sanctify ourselves and others. 

 

Secondly, it means that we receive the Word of God, which we have heard in our hearts and with which we have 

thus been sprinkled, in order that it may bring forth power and fruit in us, and that we may publicly confess it and 

intend to hold on to it through life and through death. 

 

Thirdly, it means that when we have heard God’s Word we also lift up to God our 

common, united incense, that is, that we call upon him and pray to him together 

(which we know is certainly pleasing and acceptable to him, particularly in 

common assembly), and also praise and thank God together with joy for all his 

benefits, temporal and eternal, and all the wonderful works he does in his church. 

Thus everything that is done in such an assembly of the whole congregation or 

church is nothing but holy, godly business and work and is a holy sabbath, in order 

both that God may be rightly and holily served and all men be helped. ... 

 

Let this be sufficient for the first part of this Gospel concerning the sabbath, ... 

that we are to accept it and use it according to our opportunity and need to hear 

God’s Word together and pray and give thanks with one another. All of which 

is done best in the assembly, when people come together solely for this purpose 

and hearts and thoughts are less distracted than when each one is dealing with 

himself or with others. In this way and for this purpose may this house too be now consecrated, not for its sake, 

but for our sakes, that we ourselves may be and remain consecrated through God’s Word, so that we, too, may 

help to keep and to spread that which God has so graciously given to us. ... 

 

Let this be sufficient to be said concerning this Gospel for the consecration of this house. And now that you, dear 

friends, have helped to sprinkle with the true holy water of God’s Word, take hold of the censer with me, that is, 

seize hold upon prayer, and let us call upon God and pray. First, for his holy church, that he may preserve his 

holy Word among us and extend it everywhere. And then that he may keep this house pure, as it now is, God be 

praised, consecrated and sanctified through God’s Word, that it may not be desecrated or defiled by the devil and 

his lies and false doctrine. And then also for all governments and public peace in German lands, that God may 

graciously preserve and strengthen the same, and guard us against the devil and his servants, the pope, bishops, 

papists, and wicked Turks; for here we have need of a strong prayer. For it is a grievous torment to see and endure 

such discord and arrant cunning of the devil and his rabble. And finally, also for our beloved government, the 

sovereign prince and the whole nobility and all ranks, high and low, rulers and subjects, that they may all honor 

God’s Word, give thanks to God for it, administer their offices well, be faithful and obedient, and show Christian 

love to their neighbors. For this is what God would have from us all, and this is the true incense of Christians—

to pray earnestly for all of these necessities. Amen. 

 

(From Luther’s Works, American Edition, Vol. 51, pp. 331ff)   

 

N O V E M B E R  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  M E E T I N G  
S U N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  2 9   

F O L L O W I N G  T H E  S E R V I C E   

Torgau Castle Church 
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REDEEMER’S FIRST SERVICE  
November 7, 1915 

ur church records trace the first service of Redeemer congregation to November 7, 1915, when LCMS 

Pastor F. J. Muhlhauser held a service in Literary Hall, at what is now the southwest corner of the 

intersection if 42nd Avenue and 215th Street, facing the LIRR tracks, which, until 1929, ran at street grade.  

 

A large wood-frame building with an impressive mansard roof (photo left), Literary Hall had been erected in 1874 

using funds raised by subscription. It was to be a meeting hall for lectures and concerts. Since Bayside was then 

a rural community of farms, country houses, and numerous hotels and saloons, 

Literary Hall, with its 250-seat auditorium, was a very useful gathering place, 

especially for a number of church groups that were attempting to organize and 

establish themselves in Bayside. It is certainly possible that Bayside Christians 

were also goaded into action by a widely publicized newspaper 

characterization of the community as a village having “thirteen saloons and no 

church.” The Episcopalians (now All Saints’ Church) began holding Sunday 

School at Literary Hall in the 1870s and later expanded to lay-led services; the 

Unionists (now Bayside United Methodist on Bell Boulevard) held a service 

there in 1889; and in 1894 the first Roman Catholic mass was said there, 

leading to the founding of Sacred Heart congregation. 

 

The problem with Literary Hall was that it could not be heated, which may have put a damper on earlier attempts, 

dating back to 1907, to establish a Lutheran congregation in Bayside. Nevertheless, with the support of Pr. 

Muhlhauser and the LCMS Atlantic District’s “English Lutheran Mission,” headquartered in Port Washington, a 

regular Sunday morning Divine Service (11 am) and Sunday School (9:30 am) were established at Literary Hall.  

Additional activities included secular entertainments organized there by the ladies of the Bayside mission. A 

program from March 3, 1916 features the orchestra of the German ocean liner, Vaterland; dramatic skits by the 

“Young People of Immanuel [Lutheran] Church, Whitestone; and solos by international opera diva “Madame” 

Marie de Calve.  

 

Those who partook in Redeemer’s first service must have had a sense that something of importance was occurring, 

or perhaps were performing an early version of “Shock and Awe,” since no fewer than three pastors, Muhlhauser, 

Henry Wolk (pastor of  Immanuel, Whitestone), and William 

Schoenfeld (pastor of Immanuel, Lexington Avenue and 88th Street) 

took part. Schoenfeld seems to have brought along some musical forces 

from “the City,” including his organist and a Mrs. Thom, who 

presumably served as a vocal soloist.  Redeemer’s distinguished history 

of sacred music began at the beginning, with organist Edward Rechlin, 

considered at the time to be the “foremost Lutheran organist in 

America.”  Curiously, there seems to be no mention of an organ at 

Literary Hall, but it is possible that it had some sort of instrument. It 

seems unlikely that Rechlin was dragged out to the sticks to play a 

piano.  

 

Yet, the lack of heat was certainly still an issue, as was the difficulty of 

holding services in a meeting hall used by others. A number of new, 

brick buildings had gone up along Bell Boulevard, however, and were 

equipped with “all the modern conveniences.” A 1909 map shows only 

one or two brick buildings present between modern 35th Avenue and 

Northern Boulevard. The rest were basically wood-frame dwellings, 

many of which had been converted to commercial use. The new 

buildings were designed to have ground-floor shops and dwellings 

above. One of these was the Robertson Building (photo right), for which 

O 
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plans were filed in 1917. Redeemer (until 1921 

known as the “English Lutheran Chapel”) rented 

the southernmost storefront for $20 monthly and 

hired a man from Port Washington to design and 

decorate a chapel there. Some of the church 

furniture from this chapel, including the large 

gothic-revival chairs and lectern, are still in the 

present sanctuary. The first service held there was 

on February 10, 1918, and the building, easily 

identifiable by its distinctive masonry window 

frames, still stands at 43-17 Bell Boulevard. The 

chapel space is now occupied by tutoring service, 

“Mathnasium.” 

 

Those of us with stamina can prepare for the next 

“century” celebrations: in 2021 the incorporation of the congregation as the “English Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of the Redeemer,” which became official on June 21, 1921, and in 2024 the dedication of our current 

sanctuary, which took place on April 6, 1924.  The search for anniversary committee members will begin 

immediately following the service on November 15! 

 
 

Richard Schaefer 

Chairman, Board of Elders 
 

     
 

 

 

LIVING NATIVITY WORKDAYS 

 

his year the annual Living Nativity pageant is scheduled for December 

18, 19, and 20, with ONE PERFORMANCE AT 7:30 each night.  

Before the wise men and shepherds can make their way to the manger, 

there is a lot of work to do. Over the summer a lot of work was done to 

replace many of the old sets and to make the whole thing easier to set up. 

Stay tuned for an announcement of that upcoming work date. It is coming 

SOON.  Teams will be doing wiring, set repair and set-up, and general 

cleaning of the grounds. A confirming announcement will be made. No 

contribution is too small. 
 

     
 

HELP DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS   

 

here will be work for everyone!  A tree to decorate, wreaths and pine garlands to hang, and other 

things to set up.  Everyone is guaranteed to end up smelling like a pine tree!  The evening, 

sometime in the last two weeks before Christmas, will be announced in church. Even if you can’t 

help with the physical labor, you can still help by donating toward the chancel tree, greenery, and 

poinsettias.  See the form on page 6 of the Epistle. 

 
 

     

T 

T 
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C H R I S T M A S  F A I R  
Redeemer and LSF&B  

 
SA T U R D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 1 5  

1 0 : 0 0  A . M .  t o  3 : 3 0  P . M .  
 

How can you help make the Fair a success?  
 

DONATIONS 

Including New and Gently-used Gifts, Handcrafts,  

Christmas Decorations, Plants, Baked Goods, Homemade Foods 

(Please refrain from donating store-bought baked goods) 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Set-up Thursday, December 3, 3:00 to 6:00 P.M. 

Clean-up Saturday, December 5 

Time to staff a table on Friday December 4, 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. when the fair is open to LSF&B 

Time to staff a table on Saturday, December 5, from 10 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 

Post/distribute flyers before the event ––  Tell your friends 

If you can volunteer, have a great idea, or for more information  

contact Sue Parks, 718-224-7197, or Richard Schaefer, 718-428-3925 

 

D O N ’ T  F O R G E T  T O  C O M E  T O  D O  Y O U R  C H R I S T M A S  S H O P P I N G !  

 
 

POINSETTIA & 

GREENERY MEMORIALS 
 

Forty plants will be available to decorate the sanctuary for a 

donation of $10 per plant.  The plants may be taken home after 

the last service on Christmas Day (December 25).  Donations 

are also welcome for the Christmas tree, pine garlands, and 

wreaths.  Please fill out this form completely, and place it along 

with payment, in the offering plate or in the Newsletter mailbox 

by the Church Office.  Please make  checks out to Redeemer 

Lutheran Church.  

 

Number of plants: ________ × $10 = ________ 
 

  Greenery : $ ________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF/OTHER DEDICATION:_____________________________________________ 
 
GIVENBBY:________________________________________________________________________  
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M U S I C  N O T E S  
Luther and Music 

 

artin Luther said a lot about music and its relation to theology. Many of his statements on this subject 

are well known to theologians and musicologists, although not everyone agrees on how to interpret 

them. Often debated, for example, is the question of whether music in worship is defined in Lutheran 

theology as an “adiaphoron,” that is, neutral, neither commanded nor forbidden. (Actually, this term entered the 

discourse through Melanchthon, and Luther himself probably never regarded music as optional.) Most Lutherans 

today understand that for Luther, music has the inherent ability to proclaim the Word and preach the Gospel.  

 

Over and over, in different documents and at various times, Luther made clear what he thought about music: “It 

is a gift of God, not of men” (On Music, 1530); “the excellent gift of God” (Encomion musices, 1538); and from 

Table Talk: “music is a great gift and divine indeed,” “a distinctive gift of God and close to theology,” and “the 

greatest gift of God.” Presupposed is that these expressions are not just the words of a music enthusiast, but, 

rather, they are theological statements. Moreover, Luther’s high estimation of music spanned his entire career, 

even growing in importance over time. Thus, the “old” Luther gave music ever higher honor in the Christian 

cosmology. Though he was an Augustinian monk, Luther clearly did not share St. Augustine’s scruples about the 

dangers of human delight in music.  

 

Recent research has shown that Luther’s theology of music goes beyond its preaching function into the realm of 

“spiritual beauty and pleasure.” That is, music has value because it gives enjoyment, not necessarily because it 

communicates theological truth. This view will strike some theologians as a departure from standard practice. 

How do we reconcile the “theology of beauty and pleasure” with the “theology of the cross,” as we commonly 

characterize Luther’s predominant theme?  

 

The case for “spiritual beauty and pleasure” rests largely on Luther’s 

understanding of the words: “gift of God,” the phrase found in many of 

his statements about music. Ample explanations of these words are 

found in the reformer’s writings. In one work (Dictata super 

Psalterium), he defined God thus in a few words: “[T]his is what it 

means to be God: not to take good, but to give it.” In the Large 

Catechism he explains the petition for the gift of daily bread in the 

“Lord’s Prayer” as “everything that belongs to our entire life in the 

world.” Thus, Luther does not use the term “gift” lightly, and when he 

says that “music is the greatest gift of God,” he should be taken at his 

word. In fact, historically, this is what happened. In spite of the eventual 

wording on adiaphora enshrined in the Lutheran Confessions—if only 

in general terms of rites and ceremonies—in the two centuries after 

Luther, the love of music overrode the doctrine. As a result, we have an 

unsurpassed flowering of great church music up through 1800.  
 

Also bearing on the theology of music is Luther’s thinking about faith itself. A strong element of “affect” runs 

throughout his theology. That is, to Luther, faith is a matter of the heart, not a mere intellectual understanding, 

although the term affectivity means more than just feelings. He uses the word “heart” to convey all that makes up a 

man: soul, mind, will, and emotion. Music has the ability to move the heart—a key reason why it is God’s best gift.  

 

In addition to knowing what Luther meant by “gift of God,” it is important to define which kind of music he 

believed merited such high status. He favored elaborate and complex music, commenting ecstatically about the 

genre of the four-voice motet, in which three parts dance around the tenor. He recognized and admired genius in 

music, as is evident in his famous remarks on the music of Josquin des Prez: “Josquin is the master of the notes, 

which must do as he wishes, while other composers must follow what the notes dictate” (from J. Mathesius, 

Martin Luthers Leben Historien, 1576). For the young, he advocates the use of challenging music, noting in the 

M 
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preface to the first Wittenberg hymnal (Eyn geystlich 

Gesangk Buchleyn, photo right): “All these hymns 

were arranged in four parts to give the young 

something to wean them away from love ballads and 

carnal songs and to teach them something of value in 

their place.”  

 

 On the other hand, Luther firmly rejects bad music, 

calling it the work of Satan: “Take special care to shun 

perverted minds which prostitute this lovely gift of 

nature and art with their erotic rantings; and be quite 

assured that none but the devil goads them on to defy 

their very nature, which would and should praise God 

its Maker with this gift [of music]. From this and 

similar remarks, it is fair to say that “art music” is the only music that fulfils Luther’s concept of a work of God. 

In modern practical terms “art music” may be understood to mean serious choral music of high quality, whether 

simple or complex. Indeed, his most rapturous utterances on music all concern art music—not unexpected, given 

his belief that music is of divine origin. Less predictable, perhaps, but not unfitting, is that Luther embraced the 

need for human creativity to glorify God in music.  

 

In contrast to contemporary thinkers like the Lutheran Kierkegaard, who held that the “aesthetic” is the lowest 

grade of human existence, and the Roman Catholic Hans Ur von Balthasar, who denied any aesthetics in Luther, 

a distinct presence of the “theology of beauty” can be found in Luther’s thought. He expresses this theology 

principally in regard to music. Of course, Luther’s works are a vast and complex universe of ideas, and they 

contain seeming inconsistencies. On the subject of music, however, he leaves no room for doubt. In plain 

language, he called art music “the greatest gift of God” and ascribed bad music squarely to Satan. Surely he gives 

us here a guiding principle for the practice of music in the church. Church musicians and others responsible for 

music used in worship would do well to keep them in mind when confronting the subject of pop music and its 

offspring (e.g., praise bands) in worship.  

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music 

 

 
 

C E L E B R A T E  1 0 0  Y E A R S  O F  G O D ’ S  G R A C E  I N  T H I S  P L A C E  
S U N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 1 5  

 

Divine Service at 10:30 am led by Redeemer’s former vicar, Rev. Arthur Litke 

 

Festival Vespers at 5:00 pm, with guest preacher Rev. Dr. Herbert C. Mueller 
first vice president of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 

The first Wittenberg hymnal, 1524, open to the hymn 

“Come Holy Ghost, God and Lord.” Detail from The 

Ambassadors, a painting by Hans Holbein, 1533. 


