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The Festival of the Reformation 
On Sunday, October 25, Redeemer will observe the Festival of the Reformation, commemorating the day (October 

31, 1517) on which Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg castle church in protest 

against the Roman Church’s wicked sale of the forgiveness of sins in the form of indulgences. The following is an 

excerpt from a sermon by the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod’s first president, C. F. W. Walther, the “first” 

sermon he delivered on Reformation Day in 1861. In it he reminds us, as heirs of the Reformation, exactly what 

we have inherited and encourages us to cling to it.  

 

h, how we should rejoice today, how we should praise God today, how we should thank him 

today, that we by his grace are children of this Reformation and members of the Church 

resurrected by it! If ever, then today it is exclaimed to us, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good; his love endures forever.” If ever, then today we should cry out, “My soul glorifies the 

Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” “The Lord has done great things for us, and 

we are filled with joy.” “Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.” Yes, today we should forget all the need and misery 

of our time and let our mouths be filled with laughter and our tongues with praise. 

 

od raised up Luther … [who] again preached the Gospel of Christ 

purely. He did nothing but loudly testify with St. Paul, “For we 

maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the 

law.” He did nothing but show from God’s Word that man is not 

saved by any merit or by any worthiness but only for the sake of 

Christ and only by grace. And look! With this teaching Luther took 

away the impenetrable fog from the secret power of lawlessness 

which had been veiled for more than a millennium. This Gospel of 

grace was the spiritual sword which, as Daniel had written, should 

kill the Antichrist without any human power. This Gospel of grace 

was the reports from the east and the north that, as the same prophet 

had written, alarmed the destroyer of Christianity and should knock 

him from his throne. This Gospel of grace was the spirit of the mouth 

of Christ that, as St. Paul writes in our text [2 Thessalonians 2:1–12], 

should overthrow the man of lawlessness, who opposes God and is 

doomed to destruction. 

 

od be eternally praised that we now have present the pure 

teaching of righteousness and salvation only by grace for the sake 

of Jesus Christ without our works, through faith in the Word and 

Sacrament! (Continued on p. 3) 
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Medal commemorating the 400th anniversary of 

the Reformation in 1817. The rhyming caption 

reads: “Voll Eifer schlägt der große Man die fünf 

und neunzig Sätze an”––Full of zeal, the great 

man posts the 95 theses. 
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 SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

 Senior Choir . . .    9:15 A.M.  

 Bible Study . . .    9:30 A.M.  

 Divine Service . . .    10:30 A.M.  
 

 

           


IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia 

McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Theresa Patruno, Joey Lee, the Kiefer 

family, Tina Pappas, Michael Elliott, Theresa DeSalvio, Saeed Abedini, Margaret Doersch, Patricia 

Redden, John W. Hamlin, Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, the Hamer family, Isabella Ward, 

Evangelina Gasas, Philip Petraglia, Joseph Carbone, Loretta Thomas, Jane Bauer, and Amanda 

Kuck. 

 

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Anne Lindroos.  
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C. F. W. Walther on the Festival of the Reformation (continued) 

 

ut, if we think these high goods of divine grace insignificant, then it will go for us as it did for Christianity 

after the death of the holy Apostles and their faithful followers. God will send us powerful delusions so that 

we will believe lies. 

 

his old teaching of Luther is still today the bread of heaven which gives the soul true life and the certainty of 

salvation. This old teaching of Luther is still today the bright light in whose glow no Antichrist and no false 

teacher, even if he masquerades as an angel of light, can lead us astray. This old teaching of Luther is still today 

the good sword of the spirit, the true weapon with which we can conduct the Lord’s war, conquer everything, and 

hold the field. This old teaching of Luther is still today the straight road which does not lead us into the abyss of 

doubt, error, and finally into despair, but which leads us straight to Christ, to grace, and into heaven without any 

detours. This old teaching of Luther is still today the powerful heavenly medicine which dresses all the wounds 

of the heart, heals all the sicknesses of the soul, and brings us eternal recovery. This old teaching of  
 

uther is still today the voice of the Good Shepherd who also calls back the little lost sheep and opens the 

Father’s arms, which the heavenly Father himself stretches out to his lost son if he returns. This old teaching 

of Luther is still today the peaceful deathbed of the wounds of Christ on which even the greatest sinner can still 

find rest in that last, most urgent hour, and confidently surrender his soul into the hands of his faithful God and 

Savior who has redeemed him. 

 

 my friends, we still do not recognize nearly enough how great the grace is that we enjoy by having the pure 

teaching of Luther. We still are not nearly zealous enough to hold it firmly, to confess it before all the world 

with joy, and to defend it courageously against all attacks from unbelievers and the heterodox. Oh, let us today, 

when we remember the great deeds which God has done through this teaching more than three hundred years ago, 

wake up and give praise and thanks to God that he has shown such great mercy to us before millions. We cannot 

praise and thank God enough for this pure teaching of Luther in all eternity, let alone here in time. 

 

h, how the Christians in the time of the deep papal darkness would have praised God if suddenly God had 

given to them the precious teaching, as we have it, about how to be saved, and had given them the glorious 

freedom to preach and to hear this teaching, as we enjoy it here! With tears of joy they would have fallen to their 

knees and praised God for his eternal faithfulness. So let us then recognize the time within which we are afflicted. 

Let us keep what we have so that no one may take our crown. Let us joyfully sacrifice everything, our temporal 

possessions and goods, the honors and praises of the world, the desires and joys of this earth, even blood and life, 

rather than give up even just one iota of the blessed teaching that makes us eternally rich, brings us honor and 

praise before God, and secures joy for us here and eternal life and salvation for us there. 

 

es, let us be faithful Lutherans, faithful until death, for then we are also faithful to Christ, whose Word we 

possess purely. The fight that we must fight is certainly difficult indeed, but is really just a brief one. It lasts 

only until death. Therefore let us persist until then. When we have done that, we have won. Then there we will 

view face to face with delight what here we have seen in faith as a poor reflection in a mirror. Then we will see 

with jubilation that our trust in the Word alone, which is often ridiculed here, was not in vain. From Christ’s hands 

we will receive the crown of our trust’s faithful champion, and then we will enter into the choir of all the angels 

and the elect and sing to him an eternal Alleluia. Amen! Amen! 

 

           

 

REDEEMER’S  100TH ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 
SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2015 

Rev. Art Litke, one of Redeemer’s former vicars, will be the guest pastor in the morning Divine Service  
at 10:30 am, and Rev. Dr. Herbert Mueller, First Vice-President of the LCMS will preach at the  

Anniversary Vespers at 5 pm. A celebratory dinner will follow in the gym.  
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A Message from the Hamers 

 

reetings! Please pardon the somewhat impersonal nature of this message, but we wanted to give everyone a 

quick update on our plans and our whereabouts. 

 

Most of you know that, as of July 1, I am under a Divine Call via the LCMS Board for International Mission to 

serve as a fulltime Navy chaplain.  We are currently transitioning to Naval Air Station, Lemoore, California, 

where I will start my duties in mid-August as chaplain to the members of the F-16 Fighter Squadron (Pacific 

Fleet Operations) and their crew, families, and support staff. This is a three-year commitment, with a projected 

rotation date of August 2018. 

 

Our pack-out date in Bayside is August 6.  We will leave for Lemoore around August 6, driving 2,900 miles in 

a Camry with two adults, two children, and one cat.  We will arrive in Lemoore around August 13, spending a 

few days in the Navy Lodge and eventually moving to our new, 3-bedroom house at the following address: 

 

3218A Dauntless Drive 

Lemoore, CA 93245 

 

We will have the same e-mails and phone numbers as in past years. Please keep in touch, and please come visit! 

We are three hours from LA or San Francisco, and very close to several national parks, including Yosemite and 

Death Valley.   

 

 

& Harvest  
Hoopla 
Sponsored by the Lutheran 

School of Flushing & 

Bayside 

 

On Redeemer’s Great Lawn 

Saturday, October 17 

11 AM to 4 PM 

Rain or Shine! 

Food & Drinks (including Beer!) for Purchase 

Fun & Games for Children 
 

As was done last year, Redeemer will be sponsoring tables of New & 

Gently Used items for sale during the Oktoberfest. We already have 

storerooms full of items, so help setting up and manning the tables is the 

main need. Contact Sue Parks, 718-224-7197, for more information.  

G 
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HARRISON ENCOURAGES  LUTHERANS TO  
“KNEEL BEFORE THE CRUCIF IED ONE”  

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and  

we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. (1 John 3:16) 

 

ast month, thousands of people gathered at Planned Parenthood locations across the United States. Together, 

they participated in a National Day of Protest, speaking out against the murder of tiny babies still within 

their mothers’ wombs. It is our hope that the media and the government took notice, and that they will begin 

a rigorous and honest look at the horrors that occur each day at Planned Parenthood and, one day soon, put an end 

to abortion altogether. 

 

While many of you may have participated in that event, we also invite all members of the Lutheran Church–Missouri 

Synod to take part in a Day of Remembrance on Sept. 12— not just at Planned Parenthood locations, but at your 

churches, outside your schools, in your homes and by the gravesides of children who have been aborted.  

 

Why pray? Why take time to remember? Because our Lord has promised us that He hears and answers prayers! 

When we pray for the protection of these little children, when we ask Him to send comfort and peace to mothers 

whose choice to abort their children haunts them, when we tell Him of our desire to care for moms and babies in 

our midst, and when we beg Him to help us speak for life, He hears. He does not let our prayers go unanswered.  

 

What the world—and places like Planned 

Parenthood—intends for evil, God works 

for good. And He is still at work even 

now, reconciling the world to Himself, 

not counting our sins against us as He 

made Him who had no sin to be sin for us. 

We remember and pray because we are 

forgiven. The outcome is already certain. 

Through the wood of the cross, joy has 

come into the world! Death has been put 

to death, and Satan’s evil work against the 

smallest of children will only continue for 

a time.  

 

That’s why we pray: Because Christ is risen, and not just for us but for all people. That’s what we tell those who 

stop outside our churches and ask what we’re doing, who yell as we pray outside Planned Parenthood clinics, who 

are curious about why we care. We pray because as the Church, our “message is a call to be reconciled with God,” 

as the sainted Lutheran pastor Hermann Sasse reminds us. We “have no other Gospel than the Gospel of the 

forgiveness of sins. … What [Jesus] alone and no other person brought, and still brings, is … forgiveness.”  

 

The days are indeed busy; your various vocations fill your time, as they should! But pausing to remember the 

deaths of these babies, to pray for those who are plagued by guilt over the deaths of their children, to come 

alongside women in crisis pregnancies is worth it because each one of them is of worth to Christ. His forgiveness 

and His love are worth it! Reminding the world of the One who died and rose for 10-week-old babies even as He 

died and rose for 10-year-olds and 100-year-olds is worth it. 

 

On Sept. 12, please join us in a Day of Remembrance. Let us together kneel before the Crucified One who yet lives, 

who is working all things—even death and suffering and hardship— for good. He causes us to pray and — wonder 

of wonders! — has seen fit to remember us day in and day out, no matter who we are or what we’ve done. 

 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 

President, Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

L 

SEPTEMBER 12 
PAUSE. PRAY. REMEMBER. 
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Micromanaging the Organist: Instructions for a Lutheran Organist in 1824 
 

he first Lutheran church in Vienna was founded in 1783, and from the beginning the congregation acquired 

an organ and hired an organist. Among the records preserved in the archive of this Evangelische Kirche is 

a document entitled “Instruction for the Herr Organist.” Dated 1824 and signed by two ministers, six elders, 

as well as the organist, this “Instruction” is a 30-page (!) contract that attempts to describe, in minute detail, 

everything the organist would need to know about doing his 

job. The entire document is handwritten in (old) German 

script, as seen in the illustration presented with this article.  

 

Like most such contracts, it lists the basics, such as the 

schedule of services for which the organist is expected to 

play. These include: every Sunday at 10 a.m., every Sunday 

afternoon at 3 p.m., alternate Sunday mornings at 8 a.m. for 

communion, all holidays from 10 to noon, in Lent every 

Thursday morning, and Maundy Thursday at 8 and 10 a.m., 

and Good Friday from 8 to noon. It also specifies that the 

organist is responsible for seeing that the instrument is 

maintained and for arranging for substitute organists as 

needed. Provision is made for either party to terminate the 

contract.  

 

As suggested above, however, many of the directions set 

forth in this “Instruction” go beyond a reasonable 

description of the job requirements. Rather, they tell the 

organist not only what to play, but how to play, as if he were 

a beginner. The whole gives the impression of an attempt to 

“micromanage” the organist. Here are some examples: 

 

Almost 9 pages are devoted to “When the organ must be 

played in church,” beginning as follows: “As soon as the 

minister appears in the church, the organ starts the prelude, 

which must begin and end in the same key in which the 

following hymn begins, and it should never be longer than 

4 or at most 5 minutes.” Here it prescribes the key of the 

prelude, and with ominous underlining, its maximum 

length. The text goes on to tell the organist what registration 

(sound and volume) to use: “On Sundays and holidays the 

first prelude should always use full organ alternating with 

the Positiv [2nd manual].” It continues by explaining how 

to handle the changes of registration: “The ending should not be cut off, but must always be done so that the boys 

or girls know that the hymn is beginning shortly. The pedal should hold the tonic note of the last chord long 

enough so that when the Positiv is coupled to the main manual, it can be turned off, and the 4 mixtures, along 

with the octave and flute Portune can be pushed in [turned off]. These directions tell the organist on what manual 

to play, what registers to use, and when to use them.  Changes of registration also dictate how long to hold a note. 

“The end note of the first verse of the hymn is held four quarters on the pedal, but only one quarter with the hands. 

This allows time to pull out the Positiv and the upper registers and the 4 mixture stops.” (To hold out a lone bass 

note at the end of a hymn verse seems to me a questionable practice, although it probably reflects the physical 

difficulty of changing registers.)  

 

Not unreasonably, the tempo of a hymn depends on its character. The  “Instruction,” however, prescribes this 

decision by the clock—literally. Thus, if the hymn is joyful, 4 quarter notes take 3 seconds; if serious, each quarter 

T 
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lasts 1 second; if sorrowful, 4 quarters take at least 5 seconds. The text also gets into great detail about harmonic 

progression and chords. For example, for certain special occasions when wind instruments are added, the organist 

must begin the hymn with a series of 5 chords. These chords are written out in musical shorthand in the contract. 

Precise time measurement also figures in the confirmation service, and  advises the organist to count on a half 

minute for the blessing of each confirmand.  

 

The “Instruction” also deals with Zwischenspiele (interludes between hymn verses). While it approves of 

interludes when done properly, it describes numerous ways that interludes can disturb singing, most relating to 

rhythm. In particular, short notes (sixteenths, thirty-seconds) are considered “nonsensical,” and eighths should 

only be passing notes.  

 

Apart from the detailed musical directions, we learn from the “Instruction” something about the nature of such 

positions at the time. For one thing, the organist was appointed for life (although not forbidden to leave). 

Apparently this kind of employment did not include any time off. The section on “organ substitutes” states: “Since 

the organist’s salary is set for the entire year and all its included work, in no case can the congregation make the 

least compensation or payment for the substitute.”   

 

Finally, the “Instruction” tells us about the attitude of the church Vorsteher (elders) towards music and the organ. 

Clearly they took music seriously and regarded the organ highly: 

 

The organ, as the largest, loudest, many-voiced instrument that can be brought to life by one single person was, 

above all, for that reason introduced into the church. … Its rich harmonies, merging beautifully into each other, 

noble melodic themes are required. … One cannot, unfortunately, recommend imitating the new church style that 

only differs from secular music by the text. … The organist’s music shakes the ground by his tones, just as the 

preacher tosses out the seed so that it bears fruit.   

 

In conclusion, this document constitutes a rich source of information about the early history of the Lutheran 

church in Vienna. To some extent it reflects common practices of the time (e.g., lifetime appointment), but for 

the most part it dwells on details almost too small to be effectively realized by the organist. Interestingly, about a 

quarter century later (1848) another organist contract was written that consisted of only four pages.   

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music   

 

 

 

The Installation of  
the Reverend Derek G. Lecakes  
as President of the Atlantic District, LCMS  

 

Saturday, September 12, 1:00 pm 
 

Members of the congregations of the Atlantic District are invited 
to join in worship and celebration at the installation of the new 
district president. The service and istallation will be held at the 
Sommer Center on the campus of Concordia College, Bronxville.  
 


