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God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the 

mountains be carried into the midst of the 
sea; 

Though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the mountains shake with 

the swelling thereof. 

 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, 
the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: 

God shall help her, and that right early. 
The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: 

he uttered his voice, the earth melted. 
The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge. (Psalm 46:1–7) 
 

 one-person majority of the U.S. Supreme Court got it wrong––again. Some 40 years ago, a similarly 

activist court legalized the killing of children in the womb. That decision has to date left a wake of some 

55 million Americans dead. Today, the court has imposed same-sex marriage upon the whole nation in a 

similar fashion. Five justices cannot determine natural or divine law. Now shall come the time of testing for 

Christians faithful to the Scriptures and the divine institution of marriage (Matthew 19:3–6) and, indeed, a time 

of testing much more intense than what followed Roe v. Wade. 

 

Like Roe v. Wade, this decision will be followed by a rash of lawsuits. Through coercive litigation, 

governments and popular culture continue to make the central postmodern value of sexual freedom override 

“the free exercise of religion” enshrined in the Bill of Rights. 

 

The ramifications of this decision are seismic. Proponents will seek to drive Christians and Christian institutions 

out of education at all levels; they will press laws to force faithful Christian institutions and individuals to 

violate consciences in work practices and myriad other ways. We will have much more to say about this. 

 

During some of the darkest days of Germany, a faithful Lutheran [the Rev. Dr. Hermann Sasse] presciently 

described how governments lose their claim to legitimate authority according to Romans 13: 

 

The Caesar cult in its manifold forms, the deification of the state, is one great form of the defection from the [true] 

idea of the state. There are also other possibilities of such defection. The government can forget and neglect its tasks. 

When it no longer distinguishes between right and wrong, when its courts are no longer governed by the strict  

(Continued on p. 3) 
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 SUMMER SERVICE  SCHEDULE  
 Divine Service . . .   9:30 A.M.  

 Senior Choir . . .   9:00 A.M.  
 

 

           


IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia 

McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Theresa Patruno, Joey Lee, the Kiefer family, 

Tina Pappas, Michael Elliott, Theresa DeSalvio, Saeed Abedini, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, 

John W. Hamlin, Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, John Hamer & the Hamer family, Isabella Ward, 

Evangelina Gasas, Philip Petraglia, Joseph Carbone, Loretta Thomas, Jane Bauer, Amanda Kuck, and 

Regina Rakowski. 

 

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Anne Lindroos.  
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Synod President Responds to SCOTUS Marriage Ruling (continued) 

 

desire for justice, but by special interests, when government no longer has the courage to exercise its law, fails to 

exercise its duties, undermines its own legal order, when it weakens, through its family law, parental authority and 

the estate of marriage, then it ceases to be governing authority. 

 

Raising such a question can lead to heavy conflicts of conscience. But it is fundamentally conceivable, and it has 

time and again become reality in history, that a governing authority has ceased to be governing authority. In such 

a case there may indeed exist a submission to a superior power. But the duty of obedience against this power no 

longer exists. (“What Is the State?” 1932) 
 

As faithful Christians, we shall continue to be obedient to just laws. We affirm the human rights of all 

individuals and the inherent and equal value of all people. We respect the divinely given dignity of all people, 

no matter their sexual preference. We recognize that, under the exacting and 

demanding laws of God, we are indeed sinners in thought, word, and deed, just as 

are all (Romans 3:9ff.). We confess that the “blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 

cleanses us from all our sins” (1 John 1:7). We confess that God’s divine law of 

marriage and the entire Ten Commandments apply to all, and that so also the life-

giving sacrifice of Christ on the cross is for all. It is a “righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe” (Romans 3:22). However, even as we 

struggle as a church to come to a unified response to this blatant rejection of the 

entire history of humankind and its practice of marriage, “We shall obey God rather 

than man” (Acts 5:29). Christians will now begin to learn what it means to be in a 

state of solemn conscientious objection against the state. We will resist its 

imposition of falsehood upon us, even as we continue to reach out to those who 

continue to be harmed by the ethic of radical sexual freedom, detached from God’s 

blessing of marriage. And we will stand shoulder to shoulder with Christians, churches and people of good will 

who are resolute on this issue. 

 

God help us. Amen. 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 

President, The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 

June 26, 2015 

 

           

 

BLESSED IS HE THAT CONSIDERETH THE POOR:  
THE LORD WILL DELIVER HIM IN TIME OF TROUBLE. PSALM 41:1 

During these difficult economic times, Redeemer has been supporting the food pantry at our sister congregation 

in Corona. Thank you to Anneliese Schaefer for volunteering at the food pantry.  Please remember this effort in 

both your prayers and through your donations.  Donation guidelines are provided below. ––Editor 
 

A blue tub for collecting pantry donations is at the foot of the narthex stairs. Small, wallet-sized cards are also 

available there with a list of what is needed. The most-needed items are underlined: 
 

Nonperishables 

 

Spanish food products (marinades, cooking oils, 

adobo seasoning, etc.) 

Dried beans  (1lb. bags), rice (1lb. bags), pastas 

(1lb. bags) 

Pancake mix/syrup 

Coffee (1 lb. or 11.5 oz. cans)––NO SODA 

Sugar (1 lb. boxes or bags) 

Cold or hot cereal 

Cake mixes/flour (1 lb. bags) 

Baby formula 

 

Canned & Jarred Products 

 

Juices, fruits, fruit cocktail 

Vegetables, beans 

Meats or fish (small canned hams, tuna, salmon) 

Pasta sauce 

Jellies & jams 

Baby food  



ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONVENTION 
 

t was my honor and privilege to represent Redeemer at the 2015 Atlantic District convention, held at 

Concordia Bronxville, June 4–6. Here are some convention highlights: 

 

1. The retiring Rev. Dr, David Benke gave his last report as district president. 
 

2. Rev. Derek Lecakes was elected district president. 
 

3. Rev. Dr. Dien A. Taylor was reelected as first vice 

president (non-geographical). 
 

4.  Rev. Dr. Joshua Hollmann was elected vice 

president for our region (Region 2). 
 

5. Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell was reelected secretary. 

 

6. Mr. John Mesloh was reelected  treasurer. 
 

7. A new district board of directors (clergy and laity) 

was elected. 
 

8. Paul Albert, teacher at LSF&B and former 

principal, received a Servant of Christ Award. 
 

9. The report of LCMS President, Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison was delivered in person, and a 

question-and-answer session followed. 
 

10. I accepted a certificate for Redeemer (see photo), signed by Dr. Benke, recognizing our 

congregation’s 100th Anniversary. 

 

Thank you again for the privilege of being your voting delegate. 

 

In Christ, 

Tracy Clarke 

 

 

TAG AND GARAGE SALE  
Saturday, July 25––9:30 am to 4 pm 

78-47 222nd Street 
 

With their recent move to Fort Wayne, and in preparation for taking 

up residence at LeMoore Naval Air Station in central California, the 

Hamers have donated a large amount of household goods, clothing, 

and furniture to Redeemer, with the understanding that the church 

should sell the items and use the money in support of the 

congregation. 

 

The sale, which will be held in and in front of the parsonage, is 

tentatively scheduled for July 25. Volunteers will be needed to both 

set up and work on the day of the sale. Shopping is also encouraged. 

For more information, contact Sue Parks. 
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A Lutheran Hymnal amongst the Catholics 

 

n 1781 Holy Roman Emperor Joseph II (1741–1790) issued a 

“Patent of Tolerance,” through which he granted Protestants and 

other non-Catholics the right to practice their religion openly. His 

ruling affected the Habsburg Austrian Crown lands. Prior to that, some 

Viennese Lutherans had held services in the Danish embassy and other 

diplomatic locations; others had to practice their faith in secret. With 

the newfound religious freedom, Lutherans quickly founded a church 

(congregation) and raised funds to acquire a building. One of the 

leading figures in early Viennese Lutheranism was Georg Philipp 

Wucherer (1734–1805), a native of Swabia (Germany) who had 

emigrated to Vienna. The son of a Lutheran pastor, Wucherer was a 

businessman active as a book dealer and publisher. In just a few years, 

his printing shop published hundreds of writings. Among these were 

numerous pamphlets, reflecting another edict by the emperor: (a 

limited) freedom of the press. Ultimately, because a number of his 

pamphlets were critical of the government, he lost his license to 

publish and, in fact, was driven from the Austrian Crown lands. After a 

long battle with the authorities, he was forced to shut down the 

business and auction off its inventory.  

 

Not controversial, however, was the largest single item that came from his press: a Lutheran hymnal, entitled 

Christliches Gesangbuch zum Gebrauche der Gemeinen der Augsburgischen Confessionsverwandten in den k. 

k. Erblanden. (Christian Hymnal for the use of congregations of the Augsburg Confession in the imperial royal 

Crown lands.) It came out in 1783, in time for use by the newly formed Lutheran congregations throughout the 

realm. This book contains 916 hymns—a remarkable achievement, given that public Lutheran worship in 

Vienna had barely a two-year history. In the preface, the compiler tells the reader that he followed exactly a 

preexisting model, a hymnal from Schleswig-Holstein. Since the latter dated from 1752, the content of 

Wucherer’s book relates back by at least 30 years. One addition in the 1783 collection was a Toleranz Lied, a 

paean to the ideal of tolerance written by the Swiss poet, writer, and theologian Johann Kasper Lavater (1741–

1801).  

 

The sections of the book are listed in great detail in the table of contents, which itemizes some 175 topics. Some 

are broad, as would be found in any modern hymnal, for example, praise, repentance, faith, and prayer. Others 

are more specific: Abraham, Israel rescued from Egypt, Israel in the desert, Israel in Canaan. Under the heading 

“Our duties toward our neighbor” is found “care for the neighbor’s soul,” “care for the neighbor’s body,” 

“thoughts of a Christian on the death of a devout man,” and “thoughts of a Christian on the death of one who 

lived in sin.” 

 

In the preface, Wucherer states that the hymnal was intended for both public worship and home devotions. At 

the time, it was often the custom that persons attending worship purchased their own copies of the hymnal and 

brought it with them to services. Wucherer notes in the preface the reasonable price of the volume and gives 

credit to the producers who worked with “unselfish intent and took care that it can be gotten at a price that will 

cause the needy no grief or regret.” 

 

Like most early hymnals, this Christliches Gesangbuch contains text only, with no music provided. Music is 

accounted for, however, in that for every text a tune is assigned, identified above the first verse of the hymn. 

The tune may be specified in one of two ways. For certain texts, the tune is indicated by the words “in eigener 

Melodie” (in its own tune). Hymns so designated are those long associated with a particular tune that everyone 

would know. An example is Philipp Nicolai’s text “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern” (How lovely shines 

the morning star). For all other texts, the tune is given by its name. Not surprisingly, many of the classic 

Lutheran tunes are found in this hymnal: “All Glory Be to God on High,” “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong 
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Bands, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word, O Sacred Head Now Wounded, 

and Come, Holy Ghost, to cite just a few. What is surprising, often, is which tunes appear most frequently and 

what texts they are combined with. Of course, modern hymnals do repeat some tunes. In the Lutheran Hymnal, 

for example, the tune Valet will ich dir geben (best known as the Palm Sunday 

hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor) appears with six other texts. In Wucherer’s 

Christliches Gesangbuch, probably because of the very numerous texts (916), 

repetition of tunes is prominent, the more so because they involve tunes that seem 

uniquely linked to a single text, as in the following instances: A Mighty Fortress (11 

texts), Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart (9), Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense (24), 

Now Thank We All Our God (20), O God, Thou Faithful God (27), and From 

Heaven Above to Earth I Come (12). Most striking, perhaps, is the multiple use of a 

tune like Wachet auf, with its distinctive rhythms and turns of melody (TLH 609, 

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying), here coupled with 23 different texts.  

 

Two tunes served for great numbers of texts. Herzliebster Jesu, which we know as 

the Lenten hymn “O Dearest Jesus” (TLH 143) was sung with 40 texts; and Wer nur 

den lieben Gott läßt walten (TLH 518, If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee) joined 

68 texts! It was even chosen for the newly added Toleranz Hymn, indicating the 

importance of matching this song with a tune well known to all.  

 

As mentioned above, Wucherer was forced to leave Vienna, and in the end the inventory of his printing 

business was auctioned off. Among the 256 items offered in that auction, his Christliches Gesangbuch proved 

to be the most popular. The starting price was set at 309 florins, 42 kreuzer, but it sold at 550 florins. 

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music 

 

        
 

Sunday, August 23  

 

Plans are underway for a church anniversary 

picnic/community dinner to be held on the church 

grounds, and is intended to be free to the public.  

Jonathan Trager and his wife Karen will be taking the 

lead in organizing this event, but additional 

volunteers are needed and would be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

The basic plan is to set up after church that morning, 

with the goal of being ready to serve food at 5 pm. 

Traditional barbecue fare is planned: hamburgers, hot 

dogs, chicken, corn on the cob, and salads (green, 

macaroni, and potato). 

 

Tables and chairs will be brought out from the gym; 

Jonathan will bring two barbecue grills but additional 

grills (either charcoal or gas) and cooking utensils 

will be needed, along with people to man them.  

100th Anniversary 
Community 

Picnic 
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Redeemer Night Out  

 

Westchester Broadway Dinner Theater 
Sunday, October 4, 5:00 PM 

 

See Jerome Kern & Oscar Hammerstein II’s 
 

SHOWBOAT  

 

and enjoy a wonderful dinner 

 
 

Tickets $75.oo per person 
(includes show, dinner, tax, and tip) 

 

The number of tickets is limited,  
contact Ellie Kehoe 718-746-6619 for reservations. 

 
                                        

 


