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THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST 
A SURE FOUNDATION OF OUR FAITH 

This issue of the Epistle will focus on the three great post-Easter festivals of the ecclesiastical calendar––

Ascension, Pentecost, and Trinity, this year celebrated in the month of May. Below, a sermon excerpt from the 

Missouri Synod’s first president, C. F. W. Walther, explains how the ascended Christ is enthroned in heaven at 

the right hand of the Father, yet, at the same time, is brought into an even closer relationship with all believers. 
 

hen Christ rose victoriously from the dead, the entire fallen world triumphed with him, 

the sins of all men were erased, eternal righteousness won, hell destroyed, death 

disarmed, life and immortality brought to light, and deliverance by God the Father 

himself were sealed to all men in the most wonderful manner. All our enemies lay at 

the feet of him who for us had entered the arena against them. 

 

Only one thing remained if Christ should be our perfect Savior. After he had defeated 

all our enemies, he had to be installed as their absolute Lord. The scepter of 

omnipotence must be given him; he must be crowned with heavenly glory; he must ascend the throne of divine 

majesty. The prophecy of the Second Psalm must be fulfilled, where the heavenly Father says, “Yet have I set my 

king upon my holy hill of Zion. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 

parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, thou shalt dash them in pieces like 

a potter's vessel” (Psalm 2:6,8,9). 

 

And this took place through Christ's glorious ascension and sitting at the 

right hand of the Father, which followed and was connected with it. Christ 

as victor then held not only a public triumphal procession through the gates 

of heaven, but he also became the absolute Lord over sin, the Law, death, 

the devil, and hell. For that reason he ascended in divine splendor from the 

Mount of Olives, the very place where in bloody sweat he waged his 

severest conflict against these enemies,. 

 

If we want to consider the ascension of Christ correctly, we must view Christ 

as the substitute and forerunner of the whole human race. David was a 

prototype when he killed the giant Goliath. As all Israel was delivered from 

the Philistines through the victory of David, so all sinners were made lords 

with Christ over sin, the Law, and death through his triumphant ascension. 

This is expressed in the 68th Psalm, “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast 

led captivity captive; thou hast received gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious 

also” (Psalm 68:4–6). As we all are resurrected in Christ and justified by 

God in him, so we have also already  

(Continued on page 3)   
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IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, 

Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Theresa Patruno, Joey Lee, the Kiefer family, Tina Pappas, 

Michael Elliott, Theresa DeSalvio, Saeed Abedini, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, 

Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, John Hamer & the Hamer family, Isabella Ward, the Glenn O’Brien family, 
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MEMORIAL 

 

A donation in memory of LAWRENCE DERR made by Tracy Clarke. 
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THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST: A SURE FOUNDATION OF OUR FAITH (continued) 

 

ascended with Christ into heaven and become lords over all our enemies in him. And as certainly as sin can no 

longer harm Christ, no law condemn him, no death rule over him, so certainly are we also freed from their prison 

and translated into a heavenly life with him, if only we believe it with our whole heart. 

 

Furthermore, the ascension of Christ also confirms our faith in the continual gracious presence of Christ with his 

congregation. ... Far be it that Christ should have withdrawn himself from his congregation; he has rather come even 

closer to us. We need not first go to Judea to seek him. No, shortly before his ascension he promised, “Lo, I am with 

you alway, even unto the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:20). Through his visible entrance into his invisible glory 

he confirmed and brought this about. In all places he as God and man is now near us with his grace, with his help, 

with his protection. If during his sojourn on earth Christ dealt with his Father chiefly for us, now his own attention 

is continually directed toward us, his redeemed, to bring us to faith in him, to preserve us in it, and to carry out the 

good work in us until that day when we shall see him as he is. Christ has not ceased completing his work in sinners; 

he does not rest in the enjoyment of salvation, resting from his labors as those do who fall asleep in him; but he has 

appeared for us before God in the Holy of Holies; as Aaron bore the names of the tribes of Israel on his breastplate 

when he entered into the Holy of Holies, so also Christ carries the names of all believers on his heart when he 

appears before God as the true High Priest. There he unceasingly intercedes for his own, rules them, provides for 

them, and protects them, that the gates of hell cannot overpower them. 

 

WHITSUNDAY, THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 
Martin Luther, in his 1523 sermon on the Gospel lesson (John 14:23-31) for Pentecost––celebrated on May 24 this 

year––described the work of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, and what it meant for the beleaguered Disciples and 

what it means for us today. 

 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

 

hese words give further hint of the work of the Holy Ghost. Again we see with whom the Holy Ghost deals, 

namely, they who are filled with sorrow and affliction. Because of the fear and trouble which oppressed the 

disciples, Christ made effort to comfort them, although the moment when they should fully realize his 

comfort had not yet arrived. In effect he declares: I say to you now, 

with words, that you are not to be troubled, but this does not as yet 

help you; you do not now rejoice. I tell it to you, however, that when 

the Holy Ghost comes and comforts you, then you may realize my 

comfort and be glad. He concludes by declaring: 

 

Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto 

you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I go unto the Father: 

for my Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it 

come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe. 

 

I am human, he says, and shall now die; but I come to you again, 

through the Holy Ghost. Therefore, if you loved me you would rejoice 

that I go to the Father. To love Christ is to love in him the humanity 

obedient to the sacred cross and which speaks only of suffering. No one 

can do this until the Holy Ghost comes; he alone creates this love in the 

heart. Christ's meaning is: When the Holy Ghost comes you will be glad 

that I went to the Father. Now you cannot understand my sacrifice and 

therefore you cannot appreciate it; but when I go to the Father, you will 

love me because I have ascended to the Father and have given you the great blessing of the Holy Ghost, My suffering 

and death will be comforting to you when you see that I live again and that I come to help you and to make you 

partakers of all the treasures I have. Therefore, we Christians are to become lords over all God's creation, and to 

boastfully say of Christ: My Lord Christ, who takes my part, is lord over all things; what shall harm me? For the 

Father in his infinite power has made him lord over all creatures, and all things must lie at his feet. 

T 
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THE HOLY TRINITY 
On May 31 we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Trinity.  The following Martin Luther hymn, with a tune also by 

Luther, describes Isaiah’s vision of the Trinity (Isaiah 6:1–4) which was accompanied by the choir of angels 

singing the Sanctus. 
 

saiah, mighty seer, in days of old 

The Lord of all in Spirit did behold 

High on a lofty throne, in splendor bright, 

With flowing train that filled the Temple quite. 

Above the throne were stately seraphim, 

Six wings had they, these messengers of Him. 

With twain they veiled their faces, as was meet, 

With twain in reverent awe they hid their feet, 

And with the other twain aloft they soared, 

One to the other called and praised the Lord: 

“Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth! 

Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth! 

Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth! 

Behold, His glory filleth all the earth!” 

The beams and lintels trembled at the cry, 

And clouds of smoke enwrapped the throne on high. 
 

The Lutheran Hymnal, Hymn 249.   

Text: Jesaia, dem Propheten, das geschah, Martin Luther, 1526,  

Tune: Jesaia, dem Propheten, Martin Luther, 1526. 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS 
s we near the one-month mark of our pastoral vacancy, the other elders and I are working to ensure that 

pastoral services will continue as before. So far, God has smiled on us in providing substitute pastors so that 

we can celebrate the Lord’s Supper each Sunday, and I have already been able to schedule pastors through 

the end of May, and have begun working on June and July. Please realize that, with the many vacancies in this 

district, it is not an easy job to secure an ordained minister for every Sunday.  Occasionally we will all have to be 

content with a Matins service led by a layman, probably me. I will try to keep everyone informed, through the 

bulletin insert and the monthly calendar, who will be with us and when, and how the Sunday schedule will be 

affected. We elders would like to thank you, our brothers and sisters in Christ, for your patience and prayers.   

 

Fortunately, our circuit counselor, Rev. James Gajadhar, is on call for pastoral emergencies (917-753-1514), and an 

updated elders’ care list has been posted in the narthex in case of minor problems, or if you feel uncomfortable 

contacting Pastor Gajadhar directly.  You can always call me, my number is on the front of every bulletin. I am 

hoping to find time, somehow, to update the congregation’s telephone directory to improve communications all 

around.  

 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid (John 14:27).  As C. F. W. Walther wrote in the sermon 

excerpt printed above: “Christ carries the names of all believers on his heart when he appears before God as the 

true High Priest. There he unceasingly intercedes for his own, rules them, provides for them, and protects them, 

that the gates of hell cannot overpower them.” 

       Richard Schaefer,  

       Chairman, Board of Elders 

I 

A 
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edeemer’s 100th anniversary celebration is beginning to take shape. The church Facebook page is already 

festooned with the angel banner shown above. Save the afternoon of November 15, 2015 for a service of 

praise and thanksgiving, with guest preacher Rev. Dr. Herbert Mueller, the First Vice President of the 

Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod. The service will also feature a “new” hymn translated for the occasion, Lobet 

den Herren Alle, die ihn fürchten (Praise the Lord all who fear him), by Paul Gerhardt (1607–1676), regarded as 

the greatest Lutheran hymnodist after Martin Luther. A festive dinner will follow the service.  

 

Volunteers and ideas for the celebration are WELCOME. If you would like to be involved in the planning of the 

event, please speak with a member of the trustees or elders.  

 

            

 

SPRING PLANTING  

 

s the warm days of summer approach, it is time to pitch in to beautify the grounds around God’s House.  

Soon you will be invited to join in planting annual flowers in the beds around the church.  If you don’t 

know anything about horticulture, don’t worry, experienced gardeners will be there to provide guidance.  

Who knows?  You may just learn something that will help you in your own garden or with your own houseplants.  

Stay tuned for the announcement of the date. 

 

Even if you can’t be there that day, there will be ample opportunities to get dirty––

weeding and watering goes on all summer.  Contact Flora or Richard Schaefer if you 

would like to help. 

 

Whether we realize it or not, the way Redeemer looks on the outside sends a strong 

message to our neighbors about our respect for our Lord and His Church.  If you can’t 

garden, you can still help out.  As you enter or leave the building, if you see a candy 

wrapper, please pick it up.  If everyone disposed of just one piece of litter, Redeemer’s grounds would be 

immaculate, and the gardening volunteers would be able to concentrate on making things even more beautiful. 

 

            

 

M A Y  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  M E E T I N G  
 

SUNDAY, MAY 31 FOLLOWING THE SERVICE

R 

A 
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WHY THE ORGAN? 

 

o you ever wonder why the organ is (or has been) the instrument of 

church music?  Invented over 2,000 years ago and used in secular 

music of Greek and Roman culture, the organ came to be established 

as “the church instrument” as early as A.D. 900—now more than a millennium 

of history.  There are many reasons that the organ (the pipe organ, that is) 

became and remains the foremost instrument of the church. 

 

(1) It is the only instrument that has the depth of sound to support 

congregational singing adequately.  This is especially important for the 

Lutheran Church, which stresses hymns and liturgy sung by the people.  

“Praise bands” and guitars are feeble substitutes for the rich, powerful sound 

of the organ.  Indeed, these devices must be amplified, which increases their 

volume but also intensifies their shrill and tinny quality.  They are at once too 

noisy and too shallow.  Equally important, they come from the world of pop music.  The “baggage” they carry, 

in both word and tune, contradicts the purpose of sacred music and contaminates worship.  Even the piano, which 

has all the notes of the organ keyboard, gives “an uncertain sound” (I Cor. 14:8) and has its own secular, often 

irreverent associations.  Electronic keyboards are little more than radios you play yourself. 

 

(2) Through its many different pipes, the organ is capable of producing a wide variety of sound: soft and loud, 

gentle and brilliant, higher and lower in pitch, and stops that mimic other instruments (flute, oboe, bassoon, 

trumpet, etc.).  You hear most of these sounds every Sunday as the organ fulfills its varied functions: to support 

the congregation in hymns and liturgy (moderate to full level), to accompany the choir (background), and to offer 

preludes and postludes that express the theological themes of the day (with plain or colorful registers). 

 

(3) Much of the repertoire of music written for the church over many centuries requires the organ, both in the 

form of solo organ music (chorale preludes, preludes and fugues, toccatas, etc.) and choral music that includes or 

features the organ (anthems, masses, cantatas, motets, oratorios).  Historically, organ music is the only form of 

instrumental music intended specifically for the church, although other instruments are often present in 

ensembles.  Thus, to depart from the organ as the church instrument is to disregard or discard virtually all the 

sacred choral music from the last thousand years: from Medieval and Renaissance chant-based polyphony through 

Schütz, Bach, M. Haydn, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Brahms, and Rheinberger, to mention just a few great composers 

whose sacred music we have presented at Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

 

Of course, today’s publishers are hastening to turn out “contemporary” Christian music, most of which is 

ephemeral at best.  Unfortunately, these products typically eliminate or discourage the use of the organ and they 

feature the various inferior replacements cited above.  The typical church anthem published today calls for 

“keyboard” rather than specify organ accompaniment.  This neutral term sends the message to choir directors that 

the organ is no longer the standard church instrument, but one of a number of options. 

 

In spite of these disturbing trends, the organ is still the one musical instrument that distinguishes sacred music from 

secular music, whether serious (like symphonies or concertos), or frivolous (like most pop music), or debased (also 

out there). The church is not a concert hall; it is certainly 

not a jazz club, disco, or rock arena.  Therefore, it is 

crucial that the organ continue to be cultivated and 

respected by the church and everyone responsible for the 

preservation and practice of its music. That responsibility 

rests with seminaries, church-related publishers, pastors, 

teachers, church musicians, and congregations. We 

should feel proud that Redeemer is doing its part here. 

 

   Jane Schatkin Hettrick   

   Director of Parish Music 

D 

 


