
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH      BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 
 
 

 
 

VOLUME L               NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER               NO. 6 
 

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE WORD 
Some of you might have heard my recent sermon on KFUO, the Missouri Synod’s historic AM radio station.  Here 

is an excerpt on the end-times, warning against false prophets in Matthew 7 and the need to walk the narrow 

road of Christianity. 

 

n today’s Bible reading (Matthew 7:13–29), Jesus warns us about false prophets 

who wish to lure us off the narrow road of Christianity.  They dress in shepherd’s 

clothing.  They claim to be the true church of God.  They whisper in your ear 

that they have found a better path, a broader road to get you to your destination. 

They will even sell you their spiritual GPS at a special discount just for you, 

which is of course their book or DVD series from the Christian bookstore, which 

will tell you in 7, 10, or 12 steps how to walk the broad path and have your best 

life now. 

   

But their promise is hollow:  “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire.”  See how this Gospel lesson points ahead to the end 

times:  “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven.”  The false prophets along the road claim to be church;  until recent times (televangelism) they even wore 

clerical collars and used the name “Jesus.”  But see how their end is destruction:  “I never knew you;  depart from 

me, you workers of lawlessness.”  Yes, we walk in danger all the way! 

 

But we do not walk alone!  Along with the warning about false prophets on the road is an even greater promise, 

namely, the promise of true prophets to guide us on the path.  Think, for a moment, of Moses as one who spoke 

rightly for God.  He spoke the hard truth of the Law to keep Old Israel on the narrow path of having no other 

gods.  In our reading from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus emerges as the new and greater Moses.  “For the Law 

was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”  Like Moses, Jesus is God’s spokesman, 

one who tells forth the mighty works of God.  But Jesus’ authority and His Word are even greater than Moses, 

for He is the very Son of God, the Gospel in the flesh.  And “as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

the Son of Man must be lifted up”––all for us and for our salvation!    

 

See how everything in today’s reading is done for us by Jesus Christ.  He places us on the narrow road to eternal 

life in Holy Baptism, where our sins are drowned and we rise to new life with Him.  He grants us to bear the good 

fruits of repentance and faith as we confess our sins and hear the word of forgiveness.  He builds our churchly 

house on the rock, which is Christ, that we may weather the storms of this life.  And He feeds us His true Body 

and Blood to strengthen and preserve us steadfast on the narrow road of the one true faith.  As the hymn puts it:   

 

And by His footsteps led, 

My path I safely tread. 

In spite of ills that threaten may, 

I walk with Jesus all the way. (TLH 413:5 )  
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SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE 
Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M. 

Sunday School . . .   9:30 A.M. 

Bible Class  . . .   9:30 A.M. 

Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M. 
 

 

     

           




IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Adolf Kiefer, Melissa Ramos, 

Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, Theresa Patruno, Joey 

Lee, Darren Pestun, the Kiefer family, Tina Pappas, John Ciulla, Michael Elliott, Theresa DeSalvio, Saeed Abedini, 

Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, John Hamer, Isabella Ward, the 

family of Glenn O’Brien, Pelagia Harris, Kinsey Saleh, Evangelina Gasas, Ida Camera, and Melva Coffey. 

 

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Anne Lindroos.  
 

MEMORIAL 

 

A donation in memory of JOHN KEHOE was given by Susan Bambek. 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE CATECHISM 
Here follow a few comments from Dr. Luther on St. Matthew 24:13: “But the one who endures to the end of the 

world will be saved,” which parallels his explanation of the Third Article and how the Holy Spirit keeps us with 

Jesus Christ in the one true faith, even to the end of days.  If you are looking for modern day parallels, then 

consider this: there are more Lutherans in Africa than in all of North America. 

 

ow [Jesus] . . . returns to the question of when the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world are 

to take place.  He leads into this by saying how it will be in the world before the Last Day, namely, that 

the governance of the Church and the Christian faith must spread throughout the whole world [cf. Matt. 

24:14].  Christ spoke of this in an earlier chapter as well [cf. Matt. 10:22–23] and said that there would not be one 

city in which the Gospel had not been preached;  the Gospel must spread through the whole world, so that 

everyone’s conscience has a testimony, whether they believe or not.   

 

The Gospel was in Egypt, then it was gone.  Again, it was in Greece, Italy, Spain, France, and other countries.  

Now it is in Germany, but who knows for how long?  The Gospel has spread to us now, but our ingratitude and 

contempt for God’s Word, our greed and pomposity will make it leave soon, and then many sects and great wars 

will follow.  The Gospel was very powerful in Africa, but first it was corrupted by liars, then it was devastated 

by the Vandals and wars.  This is also what happened in Egypt:  first, the sects came, then the wars, because the 

devil first brings lies, and then [murder].   

 

The same thing will also happen to Germany.  First the good preachers will be taken away, and false prophets, 

fanatics, and sectarian spirits will come in place of me and other preachers, and they will tear apart and disunite 

the Church.  Then wars will also strike;  the princes will wage war against each other, and the Turk will teach 

manners now, until the world has run its course.  Then the Last Day will come.  In Romans 11[:25], St. Paul also 

says that the Gospel must be preached throughout the whole world, so that all Gentiles hear it, and so that the 

fullness of the Gentiles will also go to heaven.   

 

(From Luther’s Works, Vol. 68, pp. 276–277) 

 

FROM THE HYMNAL 
The Enduring Value of the Judgment Section of the Lutheran Hymnal. 

 

r. Daniel Zager, a Lutheran church musician from Rochester, NY, tells an intriguing story about the 

judgment hymns in TLH.  On a Sunday in Advent not many years ago, Dr. Zager chose a hymn from the 

“Judgment” section of the hymnal (TLH 604–612), which contains hymns such as “Day of Wrath, Day 

of Mourning,” “Wake, Awake,” and “The Day is Surely Drawing Nigh.”  The following week, a lay leader came 

to a meeting to express her anger over singing a hymn of judgment the previous Sunday.  She claimed that, while 

she could handle the idea of judgment, her neighbor would “vote with her feet” if she were forced to sing that 

hymn.  She concluded, therefore, that Lutherans should not sing hymns from the judgment section of the hymnal 

because her neighbor would be offended if she came to that church. 

 

An entire dissertation could be written on how subverting our doctrine and practice because of how an unchurched 

neighbor might feel is, in a word, ridiculous.  Let us simply ask, Why do we sing judgment hymns on selected 

Sundays at the end of the church year (see “On the Divine Liturgy” below) and on selected Sundays in Advent, 

especially Advent II and its theology of the end-times? 

 

Consider, for a moment, TLH 611, “The Day is Surely Drawing Nigh.”  It is based in part on St. Luke 21:25–36, 

the Gospel lesson on the signs of the end times for Advent II.  The first four stanzas proclaim the day of judgment 

and its concomitants:  “God’s Son . . . Shall with great majesty appear,” “A trumpet shall sound,” “A book is 

opened then to all,” and even this stark word of Law:  “Then woe to those who scorned the Lord . . . [who shall] 

to Satan be delivered.”  Yes, this is Law, and it is intended to kill!  The final damnation of the impenitent brings 

us all to repentance.  It strips us of our idols, of our self-righteousness, yes, of all that it is in us that is not of 

Christ.   

(Continued on page 4) 
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But the hymn does not end there!  As with most hymns in the judgment section, one must sing the entire hymn to 

proclaim the fullness of the Gospel.  See, for instance, the rich Gospel in stanzas 5–7:  “O Jesus, who my debt 

didst pay,” “Therefore my Intercessor be,” “O Jesus . . . hasten our salvation,” and this final plea for divine 

clemency:  “Come, mighty Judge, and make us free from every evil!  Amen.”   

 

So what about the panicked and stricken lay leader in western New York who wanted to omit judgment hymns 

for her own mental health and blamed it on her unsuspecting neighbor?  Is it possible that this woman was only 

hearing the Law in these hymns, but not the Gospel?  We sing hymns from the judgment section because they 

deliver the full strength of the Law for the sake of the final consolation of the Gospel.  For those who repent of 

their sins and place their end-time hope solely in Jesus, the final judgment is primarily about the Gospel.  The 

verdict to be confirmed on the Last Day is the same sentence spoken to us a thousand Sundays:  “I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.”  God grant it! 

 

ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
The end-times struggle against Satan in the last Sundays of the 

Church Year. 

 

he Gospels for the 19th–23rd Sundays after Trinity speak of 

the struggle of Christian faith against the powers of darkness 

which cause us trouble everywhere on earth.  Only He can 

help who can also forgive us our sins (Trinity 19).  But God’s gracious 

supper is only for those who receive His free wedding garment 

without imagining that they can come in the Kingdom without a real 

change (Trinity 20).  In the struggle against Satan we are ourselves 

called upon to take up the spiritual armor which God has given us:  

His Word and sacraments, faith and prayer (Trinity 21).  We live by 

God’s forgiveness and are therefore in debt to Him and dare not be 

unmerciful to our fellow men who sin against us (Trinity 22).  The 

claims of the state do not negate God’s claims on you (Trinity 23).  

The Reformation Festival comes as a climax of this season [of end 

times].  The Church Militant must ever battle in order to uphold the 

message of the Gospel against the forces of darkness. 

 

(From Ralph Gerhke, Planning the Service, pp. 98–99) 

 

A PASTORAL BOOK REVIEW 

Aslan and the end-times according to C. S. Lewis 

 

he reader may have noticed that the theology of the end times or eschatology (pronounced “es-kuh-TAH-

loh-gee”) is theologically thick and meaty.  Thanks be to God, but how shall we hear in faith if we do not 

always understand with our minds? 

 

C. S. Lewis to the rescue!  Many readers are no doubt familiar with his children’s epic tale, The Chronicles of 

Narnia.  If my knowledge of pop culture is up to date, at least two of the seven volumes have hit the big screen.  

The final volume in the set is a fine read on the end times:  The Last Battle.  In this children’s allegory of the end 

times, Narnia is in trouble.  A false Aslan roams the land.  Narnia’s only hope is that a few old friends will be 

able to find the true Aslan, the one who once gave his life for them and promised to sustain them to the end.   

 

As you read The Last Battle, think about the one-to-one correspondence between the land of Narnia (i.e., this 

world as we know it), Aslan the Lion (you can guess who gave his life for the innocent!), the false Aslan (who is 

the last and greatest deceiver?), and other parallels to the story of salvation.  As Lewis puts it, this is “Chapter 

One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read:  which goes on forever:  in which every chapter is better 

than the one before.” 

 

 

T 

T 
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QUOTABLE & NOTABLE 
John R. Stephenson comments on the final consummation of the Gospel in the eternal life of the blessed 

 

s they rest in justification and pursue a sanctified life of growing conformity to Jesus, the Christian people 

here below may be likened to fragrant blossom on the Vine which is Christ Himself.  Our Lord’s high-

priestly work will be completely fulfilled and [the end times] will be realized without remainder when 

the blossom ripens into mature fruit at the [second coming].  The analogy of blossom turning into fruit speedily 

breaks down as an aid to understanding the glorification of the saints when its is borne in mind that the fulfillment 

of the Gospel in the heavenly life of the blessed is not a natural but a supernatural process. Irreducible, 

unfathomable miracle attends the holy Gospel at all stages of its realization.  While physical science is able to 

grasp the development of a natural organism, the relationship between God and His people is accessible only to 

the spiritually illumined (1 Cor. 2:14).  The hope of Christians infinitely transcends this-worldly aspirations such 

as the achievement of a hitherto-unattained measure of political stability of economic prosperity or bodily well-

being.  Nor can the consumer mentality of our age penetrate the personalistic core of heaven, for Almighty God 

is pledged to lavish not mere things but chiefly Himself on the creatures made and refashioned in His image.   

 

(From Eschatology:  Confessional Lutheran Dogmatics, Vol. 13, p. 124) 

 

PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 

 

+ Pastor Hamer is available for individual confession and absolution by appointment. 

 

+ The cycle of occasional services extends into the new year with the annual Festival of Epiphany Lessons & 

Carols on Sunday, January 4, 5:00 p.m. (note the earlier time this year!), followed by a festive dinner.  The 

theme will be Jubilate Deo (Rejoice in God) from Psalm 100, in recognition of the 100th anniversary of 

Redeemer Lutheran Church.  Included will be a commissioned setting of Psalm 100 by a composer from 

Queens College named Emily John (also our harpist for this service). 

 

+ Speaking of Redeemer Lutheran Church, please be aware of our 100th anniversary!  We will turn 100 years 

old on November 7, 2015.  Details of the anniversary celebration are still unfolding.  It is fitting for all of us to 

rejoice in 100 years of God’s grace, give thanks that the Holy Ghost alone grants spiritual growth to His church 

(unseen, immeasurable), and to rejoice that, far from being a dying church, we are the very Body of Christ and 

the Christ-bearers to the nations.  Thanks be to God! 

 

LIVING NATIVITY WORKDAYS 

 

his year the annual Living Nativity pageant is scheduled for December 19, 

20, and 21, with ONE PERFORMANCE AT 7:30 each night.  Before the 

wise men and shepherds can make their way to the manger, there is a lot of 

work to do. Some artistic painting needs to be done to revitalize the aging sets. Stay 

tuned for an announcement of that upcoming work date. It is coming SOON.  The 

main workday for the Living Nativity is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, 

November 22, from 9 A.M. to noon.  Teams will be doing wiring, set repair and 

set-up, and general cleaning of the grounds. A confirming announcement will be 

made. No contribution is too small. 
 

     
 

HELP DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS   

 

here will be work for everyone!  A tree to decorate, wreaths and pine garlands to hang, and other things to 

set up.  Everyone is guaranteed to end up smelling like a pine tree!  The date will be announced in church, 

but try to keep an evening between December 16 and 20 free.  Even if you can’t help with the physical 

labor, you can still help by donating toward the chancel tree, greenery, and poinsettias.    

A 

T 

T 
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POINSETTIA & GREENERY 

MEMORIALS 

 

Forty plants will be available to decorate the sanctuary for a donation 

of $10 per plant.      The plants may be taken home after the last service 

on Christmas Day (December 25).  Donations are also welcome for 

the Christmas tree, pine garlands, and wreaths.  Please fill out this 

form completely, and place it along with payment, in the offering plate 

or in the Newsletter mailbox by the Church Office.  Please make  

checks out to Redeemer Lutheran Church.  

 
Number of plants: ________ × $10 = ________   Greenery : $ ________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF/OTHER DEDICATION:_____________________________________________ 
 
GIVENBBY:________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

C H R I S T M A S  F A I R  
This year a joint venture  of 

Redeemer and LSF&B  

 
SA T U R D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  6 ,  2 0 1 4  

1 0 : 0 0  A . M .  t o  3 : 3 0  P . M .  
 

How can you help make the Fair a success?  
 

DONATIONS 

Including New and Gently-used Gifts, Handcrafts,  

Christmas Decorations, Plants, Baked Goods, Homemade Foods 

(Please refrain from donating store-bought baked goods) 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Set-up Thursday, December 4, 3 to 6 P.M. 

Clean-up Saturday, December 6 

Time to staff a table on Friday December 5, 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. when the fair is open to LSF&B 

Time to staff a table on Saturday, December 3, from 10 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 

Post/distribute flyers before the event ––  Tell your friends 

If you can volunteer, have a great idea, or for more information  

contact Sue Parks, 718-224-7197, or Richard Schaefer, 718-428-3925 

 

D O N ’ T  F O R G E T  T O  C O M E  T O  D O  Y O U R  C H R I S T M A S  S H O P P I N G !   
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MUSIC NOTES  

A Redeemer Christmas Staple 

 

The choir prepares well in advance for the Advent 

 and Christmas services, and we are now working on  

new music for Christmas Eve. Closer to December 24,  

however, we will also practice pieces that, because of their musical  

quality, have become “permanent” selections, repeated almost every year. As you 

may recall, the “Service of Lessons and Carols” always ends with Tomás Luis de Victoria’s motet, O magnum 

mysterium, which exquisitely conveys in music the mystery of the Incarnation. Our steady repertoire for Christmas 

Eve also includes a motet by 18th-century Austrian composer Franz Schneider (1737–1812). Originally designated 

with the liturgical function of “offertory,” it bears the title Pastorella, reflecting in music the character of Christmas. 

The Latin text begins: “Parvulus filius natus est nobis” (Unto us a little child is born).  

 

Franz Schneider spent his entire career in the Benedictine monastery of Melk, Lower Austria. There he held 

successive appointments as organist and music director and also worked as town schoolmaster. A prolific composer 

of liturgical music, he is credited with over 50 masses, and some 100 graduals, offertories, psalms, litanies, and 

hymns. Contemporary reports indicate that Schneider was respected as one of the leading organists of his time. He 

was especially renowned for his skillful improvisation of long, well-constructed fugues. Curiously he wrote almost 

no independent music for the organ.  

 

Schneider was one of many Austrian composers whose work was affected by Enlightenment reforms of the Church. 

In the 1780s Melk saw the shutdown of its theological seminary, cloister school, and choirboys. In spite of these 

setbacks, Schneider continued to be remarkably productive. To compensate for the consequent loss of musical forces 

in this period, he created reduced versions of existing works in which he decreased the number of orchestral 

instruments by transferring selected orchestral parts to the organ. The Christmas offertory Parvulus filius (composed 

ca. 1787) is an example of this process. Its earlier (presumably larger) score is lost, but the surviving version 

illustrates how Schneider made a virtue of necessity. The lively organ solos probably represent parts originally 

played by oboes (typically found in his instrumentation) in his original conception.  

 

For some years Parvulus filius remained in the form of the composer’s autograph manuscript in the Melk monastery 

archive. No doubt it was copied and circulated to the collections of other monasteries and churches in Austria and 

beyond. We know this because there is at least one copy which attributes it to F. J. Haydn, which may testify to the 

quality of the music. Around 1990 it was edited for modern use and published by a major German choral-music 

publisher. Thar edition, however, gives the name of the composer as “Anonymous.” Such incorrect information 

reveals several things about the edition: (1) The editor had not seen the original autograph manuscript; (2) He must 

have used a secondary source, a copy of the score or a set of performance parts; and (3) He was unable to understand 

and present the history of the motet as being a reduced version of an earlier piece.  

 

Redeemer’s choir uses my own edition based on the composer’s autograph manuscript, published by GIA 

Publications. Several years ago I had the opportunity to visit the Melk monastery archive and to examine some of 

the large collection of Schneider’s music there. The Parvulus filius manuscript was among stacks of his manuscripts, 

many seemingly untouched for decades. (Most still remains unpublished—a treasure waiting for the church to 

discover.) Thus provided with (a microfilm copy of) the piece as notated by Schneider himself, it was possible to 

produce an accurate score according to the composer’s intent. 

 

Melk Abbey has a long and vigorous musical history: from ca. 1089 to the present it has been a center of performance 

and composition. Over the centuries it has hosted numerous distinguished guests, including emperors and other 

monarchs. On his travels, Mozart stayed there at least on two occasions (1767 and 1768). So, from an historic 

Austrian monastery overlooking the Danube comes this lovely Christmas motet to a Lutheran church in suburban 

New York City. Now it belongs to our traditional Christmas celebration.   
 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music  
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Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 26, 7:30 PM 

 

Annual Christmas Fair 
Saturday, December 6,  
         10:00 A.M. to 3:00 PM 

 

Wednesday Advent Vespers  
Dec. 3, 10, & 17, 7:30 PM 

 

Living Nativity Pageant 
On the Church Lawn 
December 19, 20, & 21,  7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Eve  
Service of Lessons & Carols 
Wednesday, December 24, 7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Day Divine Service Thursday, December 25, 10:30 AM 

 

Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus (New Year’s Eve) 
Divine Service, Wednesday, December 31, 7:30 P.M. 

 

         
 

3 6 - 0 1  B e l l  B o u l e v a r d ,  B a y s i d e ,  N Y  1 1 3 6 1  
7 1 8 - 2 2 9 - 5 7 7 0       w w w . r l c b . o r g  

 


