
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH      BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 
 
 

 
 

VOLUME L               SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER                 NO. 5 
 

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

THREE BOOKS FOR THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A few Reformation sermon excerpts from “Hamer’s Homiletical Archive” on St. Matthew 11:12-15, the Gospel 

Lesson for observance of the Reformation on October 26.  Since it addresses the Bible, catechism, and hymnal, it 

will do triple duty as “From the Word,” “From the Catechism,” and “From the Hymnal.” Please see “A Pastoral 

Review” below for tips on using these books in your home.  
 

n 1521, Luther appeared at the Diet of Worms, stood up to the Holy Roman Emperor, 

and was declared an outlaw for the rest of his life.  Attend Adult Bible Study next 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. to explore this event in more detail.  Knowing Luther could be 

shot on sight,  Luther’s protector, Frederick the Wise, hid him as the Wartburg Castle.  

Suddenly back in monastic isolation, Luther turned to the book that could offer the 

most comfort, the Scriptures.  But the Bible was not yet widely available in German, 

the native language of Luther’s land.  So Luther, working directly with the Greek 

New Testament, set out to translate the New Testament into German.  Working nearly 

around the clock, in poor lighting and bad health and at a breakneck pace, Luther 

translated the entire New Testament in just 11 weeks.  The German New Testament 

was published in the Fall of 1522.  The Old Testament followed about a decade later as the work of a translation 

team.  The New Testament sold about 5,000 copies in the first two months alone.  Its impact on the faith and life 

of the church and even the culture of the entire world is beyond measure.  On the cultural side, it set the precedent 

for words and phrases that are still in use today.  On the churchly side, it brought the Divine Word of God to the 

land of the Reformation.  It was the finest “coffee table” book of its day, the stuff of family heirlooms, family 

devotions, and even fine art. 

 

But the story only begins with having the Bible in our own language.  The point of having a Bible is to rightly 

preach Law and Gospel from the Scriptures.  First, the Law.  Today’s Old Testament lesson describes the 

purification of the Temple under good King Hezekiah.  The Levites, the priestly tribe of the Old Testament, 

cleansed the Temple of all that evil King Ahaz had done.  Ahaz trusted in himself and defiled the Temple.  

Hezekiah trusted in God alone and wanted to the Temple to be a house of prayer, a place of forgiveness, yes, the 

very dwelling place of God that Solomon intended.  So it’s a basic, two-part plan: out with the old (repentance)  

and in with the new (forgiveness).  The Law, then, casts out the old from your soul.  The Law says to you, “You 

are unclean.  You have defiled God’s temple, your own body, by your fault, by your own fault, by your own most 

grievous fault.  You have trusted in yourself, defiled God’s name, and dishonored His Sabbath Day.  You have 

disobeyed God’s authorities in your life, hurt your neighbor by your words and deeds, and coveted what God has 

not given to you.  Repent!  Yes, repent or die!”  
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE 
Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M. 

Sunday School . . .   9:30 A.M. 

Bible Class  . . .   9:30 A.M. 

Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M. 
 

 

     

           




IN OUR PRAYERS 



Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Adolf Kiefer, Melissa Ramos, 

Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, Theresa Patruno, Joey 

Lee, Darren Pestun, the Kiefer family, Tina Pappas, John Ciulla, Michael Elliott, Theresa DeSalvio, Saeed Abedini, 

Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, John Hamer, Isabella Ward, the 

family of Glenn O’Brien, Pelagia Harris, Kinsey Saleh, Evangelina Gasas, Ida Camera, and Melva Coffey. 

 

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Anne Lindroos.  
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

THREE BOOKS FOR THE LUTHERAN CHURCH (continued)  
 

 

nd, having been crushed by the Law, the right preaching of the Word of God gives us the healing power 

of forgiveness.  And this is the lively legacy of Luther’s Bible translation:  that pastors may read the 

Scriptures aloud to people in their own language and preach Christ to the ears of the people.  Luther was 

fond of saying that you can slice the Scriptures any way you want and they will always reveal Christ.  For in them 

Christ alone is named, preached, and pictured.  Listen to Luther’s own words from a sermon preached just a year 

before his New Testament translation: “The [pastors] have no other office than to preach the clear sun [of 

righteousness], Christ.  Therefore, preaching is a dangerous thing.  Let the preachers take care that they preach 

thus or let them be silent.  A bad preacher is more dangerous than a thousand [enemies]. ... Whoever does not 

preach about God’s kingdom has not been sent by Christ. ... Now to preach God’s kingdom is nothing else than 

to preach the gospel which teaches faith in Christ – through which alone God dwells in us” (Meuser, Luther the 

Preacher, 17).  Do you see how it’s all about Christ for us?  See, for instance, how today’s Old Testament lesson 

is a shadow of Christ and His gifts.  The new Levites are the pastors, who minister before the Lord.  The new 

Temple is Christ, who is our dwelling place.  The new Jerusalem is the church, the place where Christ lives with 

us.  The once-for-all bloody sacrifice is the crucified One, who shed His blood for us and for our salvation.  So in 

the sacred scriptures Christ is preached, Christ is given, and Christ is received. 

 

ON THE CATECHISM 

 

he Law and Gospel in the Bible are explained in layman’s terms in the second book for the Lutheran 

church, the Small Catechism.  It is not sufficient to simply own the New Testament as a magical talisman, 

although that’s a good start.  Rather, the Scriptures must be rightly interpreted.  Our compass to guide us 

through the Scriptures is the Small Catechism (1529).  Listen to what Luther says about the conditions he 

encountered when visiting the local laymen: “The deplorable, miserable conditions which I recently observed 

when visiting the parishes have constrained and pressed me to put this catechism of Christian doctrine into brief, 

plain, and simple form.  How pitiable, so help me God, were the things I saw: the common man, especially in the 

villages, knows practically nothing of Christian doctrine, and many of the pastors are almost entirely incompetent 

and unable to teach.  Yet all the people are supposed to be Christians, have been baptized, and receive the Holy 

Sacrament even though they do not know the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, or the Ten Commandments and live like 

poor animals of the barnyard and pigpen.”  After offering some practical tips on how to teach the catechism, 

Luther gives us the six chief parts of the faith with explanation:  The Ten Commandments show us our sin and 

bring us to repentance; the Creed preaches the work of the Trinity for us and for our salvation; the Lord’s Prayer 

preaches the holy life of faith in Christ;  Baptism regenerates sinners and makes us Christians; Confession returns 

us to promises of our baptism; and the Lord’s Supper gives us the body and blood of Christ for our salvation.  It’s 

all there–Word and Sacrament, Law and Gospel, in plain and simple form. 
 

See how nothing has changed!  The need for the Law and Gospel in the Small Catechism as a handbook to your 

Christian faith and life.  On the Law side, the conditions that Luther encountered have not changed.  The common 

Lutheran, especially those who were confirmed so long ago that they no longer know their Small Catechism, 

knows nothing of Christian doctrine.  To quote a few anonymous “Lutherans,” “I’m stick of that catechism”; “I’m 

going to shove that catechism down the pastor’s throat”; “I’m not sitting through some catechism class!”  Oh, the 

deplorable, wretched conditions that you have maintained!  Are you apathetic about the doctrine in the catechism?  

Can you name the six chief parts?  Can you pray them by heart?  Do you pray the Small Catechism every day?  

Do you keep it by your bed, upon your heart, and in your mouth and ears every day?  Do you willingly and gladly 

teach it to your children?   
 

See how the Small Catechism overcomes our apathy and our deplorable state.  Of all the catechisms in 

Christendom (they go back about the first century), Luther’s Small Catechism is the only one that (1) can be  

 

A 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
 

ON THE CATECHISM (continued)  
 

prayed, so it is always on our hearts; (2) is legitimately small (by contrast, the current Roman Catholic catechism 

has nearly 800 pages); and (3) answers every question of Christian doctrine.  As the catechism that is a prayerbook, 

a small book, and a handbook, The Small Catechism is like the angel in today’s epistle, flying over our heads 

“with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation, and tribe and language and 

people.”  Many have interpreted the angel in today’s Epistle as Luther.  I think that’s pushing it.  It’s probably 

fair to say, however, that all faithful preachers join with this angel flying overhead to preach the Gospel to every 

living creature.  And, after the Sacred Scriptures, no book is of more value for Christian preaching than Luther’s 

Small Catechism. 
 

ON THE HYMNAL 

 

he doctrine given in the Bible and summarized in the catechism takes wings in our worship life through 

the third book for the Lutheran church, the hymnal.  You now how it goes:  Books of doctrine might 

collect dust and even be forgotten over time.  But words that are borne on the wings of music and become 

an important part of our worship life tend to stay.  So it was for the explosion of Lutheran hymns and hymnals in 

the 1520's.  It started in 1523 with the Brussels Tragedy.  Two young men in the Netherlands were following 

Luther’s doctrine, were publicly condemned, and refused to recant.  As today’s Gospel lesson puts it, “The 

kingdom of heaven suffers violence and the violent take it by force.”  When word of their martyrdom reached 

Luther, he wrote the first Lutheran hymn.  By January 1524, the first Lutheran hymnal was published.  It contained 

a whopping eight hymns, and so it was known as the “Book of Eight.”  There were three hymns by Paul Speratus 

(you know him best for “Salvation Unto Us Has Come”); one by an anonymous author; and four by Luther, 

including “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice.”  Three other Lutheran hymnals followed in 1524, making four 

hymnals in one year (most Lutheran church bodies today publish about one every 25 years).  And from there, the 

explosion could not stop.  Through poets, pastors, and church musicians from Luther to Bach and beyond, the 

Lutherans made their mark as “the singing church.” 

 

But what are we singing?  As with the first two books for our church, it’s not enough to own the book.  Rather, 

the books exist to guide our preaching of  Law and Gospel.  Consider, for instance, Luther’s hymn from the first 

Lutheran hymnal, “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” (TLH 387).  It is clearly anchored in the Scriptures, 

preaches the same Law and Gospel that you know from the catechism, and presents the entire story of salvation.  

Consider the full-strength law of this stanza: “Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay, Death brooded darkly o’er me, 

Sin was my torment night and day, In sin my mother bore me; Yea, deep and deeper still I fell, Life had become 

a living hell, So firmly sin possessed me” (387.2).  It sounds like Luther’s early days as a monk and our own guilt 

and despair, doesn’t it?  He goes to describe how good works attain nothing, how fear increases for those who 

work penance, and the pangs of hell loom large for those who do not trust in Christ alone. 

 

But then listen to the Gospel in the following stanza on the Incarnation: “[God] spoke to His beloved Son: ‘Tis 

time to have compassion.  Then go, bright Jewel of My crown, And bring to man salvation; From sin and sorrow 

set him free, Slay bitter death for him that he / May live with Thee forever” (387.5).  And then on the obedience 

of Christ: “The Son obeyed His Father’s will.”  The atonement: “Thy Ransom I Myself will be.”  The resurrection: 

“The Foe shall not divide us.”  The ascension: “Now to My Father I depart.”  Pentecost: “The Holy Spirit sending.”  

And the ongoing life of the church: “What I have done and taught, teach thou.”  Do you see how the entire story 

of Christ is delivered in this one hymn?  The first Lutheran hymn grew out of violence and martyrdom, as the 

kingdom suffered violence and the violent tried to take it by force. But the voice of Luther and his fellow reformers 

would not be silenced.  Their voices continued what John the Baptist and Elijah started, prophesying from first to 

last that repentance and faith should be preached to all nations. 

 

And so, armed with three books for the Lutheran Church, the church of the Reformation stands with Luther to 

faithfully confess: “The Lord of Hosts is with us: the God of Jacob is our Refuge.”   
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 

 

• Beginning September 14, the regular Sunday schedule resumes: 9:15 a.m. Choir Practice; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

School and Adult Bible Study; 10:30 a.m. Divine Service.   

 

• Adult Bible Study is currently studying the Gospel of Mark.  We meet every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m., 

either in the sanctuary or the undercroft, depending on the weather and our possible need for a DVD player.  Other 

topics on deck for this academic year include Joseph, Guardian of our Lord; and Galatians.  

 

• Thanks to everyone who helped with this year’s VBS.  Thanks to the volunteers who slaved in the hot kitchen, 

taught classes, canvassed the neighborhood, led the worship, and all who in any way contributed to this important 

chance to reach children with the Gospel.  Thanks to the council and the congregation (fund approval) for the 

new doors, located just outside the church office.  Wow!  This is quite the facelift, especially appropriate as we 

approach our 100th year of grace.  Thanks to the Schaefers for the superb care and enduring legacy of Gardening 

with the Schaefers, even if it is really gardening by the Schaefers.  Thanks to Rev. Jimmy Coffey for the new 

kneeling bench, which was donated before their recent move.   

 

& Harvest  
Hoopla 
Sponsored by the 

Lutheran School of 

Flushing & Bayside 

 

On Redeemer’s Great Lawn 

Saturday, September 27 

11 AM to 4 PM 

Rain or Shine! 

Food & Drinks (including Beer!) for Purchase 

Fun & Games for Children 

 

Redeemer will be sponsoring a few tables of New & Gently Used Items 

for sale during the Oktoberfest. Donations would be appreciated, as 

would help setting up and manning the tables.  

Contact Sue Parks, 718-224-7197, for more information. 
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A PASTORAL REVIEW 
Reflections and resources on using three books for the Lutheran home. 

 

kay,” you say, “Pastor has told us yet again about the three books that shape the Christian faith and life,  

but how does this help me at home?”  Here are a few resources and reflections on the daily use of these 

books in your home. 

 

The Bible, you may have heard, used to be an assumed presence at church, at home, and (thanks to the 

Gideons), every hotel in the west.  Unfortunately, Bibles are now being removed from hotels located on Navy 

bases!  Lord, have mercy!  So get a Bible while it is still legal. I recommend the ESV, Concordia edition, from 

<www.cph.org>.  The next step is probably a lectionary or list of readings to help you know what to read any 

given day, from a balanced perspective of Law and Prophets, Gospels and Epistles, etc.  TLH pp. 161–164 has a 

table of lessons for every day of the year, following the church year. (Please see our church calendar or the most 

recent Sunday bulletin or even our website to know exactly where we are in the church year.)  If you are using 

Portals of Prayer, then please note and use the appointed Scripture lessons at the top of each devotional.  A 

wonderful book from Concordia Publishing House, Treasury of Daily Prayer, includes everything you need to 

richly and daily meditate on the gifts of the Gospel. You can also find some lectionaries, devotions, and much 

more at <www.lcms.org>.   

 

The Catechism, like the Bible, is also no longer an assumed presence in the Christian home.  We have a few free 

copies in the narthex, both our little yellow “in-house” edition and the “learn-by-heart” edition from Concordia 

Catechetical Academy.  The Concordia edition of the ESV Bible has the catechism in the back of the book 

(somewhere between Revelation and maps), as does Lutheran Service Book and Treasury of Daily Prayer.  My 

best suggestion for what to pray from the catechism is to use the suggested “Catechism Review” from our Sunday 

bulletin.  We simply rotate through the Six Chief Parts.  Pray the appointed portion of the catechism out loud, 

slowly, and repeatedly.  Take it with you to work by knowing it by heart.   

 

The hymnal lives in abundance at Redeemer Lutheran Church, and older copies are available free of charge by 

request. Suggested uses at home include: (1) praying the hymns that we prayed the previous Sunday; (2) reading 

the Scripture lessons from the back of the bulletin every day, including with your children ; and (3) praying the 

texts printed in the bulletin (introit, gradual, etc.) as prayers for the week.  Please also note the non-Communion 

daily prayer offices, such as Morning and Evening Suffrages (pp. 115–116), which are accessible and 

appropriate for daily devotions.  

 

S U P P E R  C L U B  
Redeemer  Night  Out  

 

Westchester Broadway Dinner Theater 
Sunday, October 5, 5:00 PM 

 

See the musical SOUTH PACIFIC  
and enjoy a wonderful dinner 

Tickets $75.oo per person (includes show, dinner, tax, and tip) 

 

The number of tickets is limited 
Contact Mike Pappacena 718-343-1070 for reservations.  

O 
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MUSIC NOTES 
Clergy-Musician Relations: Hamburg, 1941 

Translation of excerpts from a letter preserved in the Landeskirchliches Archiv in Kiel, Germany. The writer is 

distinguished Lutheran church musician Friedrich Brinkmann, music director of St. Michael’s Church in 

Hamburg. Fortunately we at Redeemer do not have these problems. 

 

Dear Herr Pastor!  

 

ou said to me on the phone recently among other things “don’t do too much Mozart; also I would like you to 

leave Brahms out of the church music.” You know how astounded I was over this, and since you had no time 

to listen to my reply, I must choose this way [to respond]. For I cannot allow your attitude [to go]  unanswered, 

and not only for  the subject itself, but also on your account, especially since you constantly emphasize how little 

you understand about music and that you therefore must rely on the judgment of us experts. In any case, I am 

accustomed to this and must unfortunately learn over and over that you, dear Herr Pastor, very rarely at first agree 

with my view. On the contrary, you often give credence surprisingly fast to other colleagues, presumably because 

they understand how to impress you with slogans and “pious demeanor,” which 

is not my way. In place of that, however, I always have on my side the satisfaction 

that my view is proved to be correct. But: unfortunately only later.  

 

Mozart was indeed Catholic: Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert, Liszt, etc. likewise. 

They all composed mainly secular music, but also great settings of the Catholic 

mass, etc.—texts that have universal significance. After J. S. Bach,  

Mendelssohn, Schumann, and Liszt were the only composers who wrote 

extensive organ music. Stylistically this is very interesting, because it leads 

through the Catholic Rheinberger to the Catholic Max Reger, who of course 

composed almost exclusively Protestant texts, like the Catholic J. N. David.  

 

What concerns me most is your attitude toward the Protestant Johannes Brahms, 

the world-famous son of our St. Michael’s congregation and an honorary citizen 

of Hamburg! It is far too little known that no composer of the Brahms era wrote 

so much outstanding Protestant church music as he. In addition to his German 

Requiem (what a great work!) he set biblical texts and chorales for a cappella 

choir and in organ chorale preludes that are still today mostly unknown, and in 

part also have not been discovered by the “advocates of modern music.” Brahms wrote, among other things, ten 

sacred motets for a cappella choir (thus more in this genre than J. S. Bach), primarily for double choir, which no 

responsible church musician can ignore! But they are all very difficult and therefore seldom performed. When 

they are performed, moreover, you notice that the few lyrical passages are interpreted sentimentally, a danger one 

must be aware of, but which [awareness] does not easily penetrate a man from Lower Saxony.  

 

These are the passages that do not appeal to the “advocates of modern music.” But we are not there for those 

people; our work is meant for the general public, which we are required to familiarize with the newest 

compositions, even though they prefer the music of Brahms to the new, as is demonstrated by the many letters 

and calls from ecclesiastical and connoisseurs of art. Furthermore, to me personally, these passages of Brahms 

are 1,000 times more beautiful than the many unmotivated dissonances of the “modern composers,” who 

repeatedly in their “beautiful” passages borrow much of the effect of Brahms without knowing it. Choral singers, 

for example, notice this quite spontaneously, as just recently during our second rehearsal of Pepping, in which 

first only the notes were practiced, without polishing the expression. 

 

Finally I emphasize expressly, because your advisers can of course speak to you, that I view all music after 

Brahms differently. I seriously doubt that all these “moderns” know Brahms’s choral music well, as one can only 

learn [by singing] it in a choral rehearsal, or by hearing it in a good performance. In addition to building a 

meaningful effect (predominantly a concentrated austerity and strength), all the Brahms motets show a mastery 

of compositional structure that one can only heartily wish for in most new compositions. 
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MUSIC NOTES: Clergy-Musician Relations: Hamburg, 1941 
 

Brahms’s greatest church music, his German Requiem, is performed here every year by secular groups twice to a 

sold-out house (over 400 people), sometimes even directed by a Catholic conductor. I see no reason, therefore, 

why the Hamburg Protestant Church should forego [performance of] its valuable repertoire of motets (with 

biblical texts and Protestant chorales, as must be said over and over). On the contrary, I consider it my self-evident 

responsibility to perform them again and again, and I will definitely not allow myself to be prevented from doing 

so! As a theologian, you cannot reject these works, since their texts are exemplary.  

 

ear Herr Pastor! There are colleagues who speak so highly of themselves, above all when theologians are 

around, such as: “I am first and foremost a church musician and only secondly a musician.” It is interesting 

to observe, however, how these “upright men,” ambitiously strive to make their mark in secular music! I know 

that we “Leipzigers” are not counted among these “pious” 

colleagues, and I am happy about it, for I am not a hypocrite! 

To be completely honest, after having supported my mother and 

three siblings, and having been 3½ years in the military, I went 

at age 24 to Leipzig and for 4½ years under the most difficult 

conditions studied church music (to be sure with such an 

excellent master and fine man as Karl Straube), even then as 

people stood in line to leave the church and the pastors received 

no salary and therefore worked as miners and night watchmen.  

 

I have built my skill and knowledge on the widest basis and I 

have worked further on it unceasingly. Now I occupy one of the 

finest positions in Germany, and despite all adversity I devote 

myself to this position with all my strength and with great plans 

for the future, without allowing myself to be seduced by profits from secular activities. For this reason, I believe 

that I am entitled to reject opinions and orders that you receive from my colleagues, which you unfortunately 

adopt yourself without considering whether a lot of envy lies behind it.  

 

Surely in your eyes I am now a completely hopeless case, but I know from experience—to be sure, after the fact—

that I am right. Should these lines contain harsh [words], I ask you most graciously to excuse that. But it is indeed 

the simple right of every creature, to defend himself.  
 
 

With heartfelt greetings, I am your most devoted,  

Friedrich Brinkmann 
Jane Schatkin Hettrick 

Director of Parish Music 

 

 

       
 

M E M O R I A L S  
 

Donations in memory of JOHN KEHOE were made by 

 

Joan Firmery  Maggie Wang  Anneliese Schaefer 

 

A donation in memory of DOUGLAS G. ZIMMER was made by 

 

Sue Parks 
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