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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH        BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME L                         MAY AND JUNE                                NO. 3 
 
 

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE HYMNAL / ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
Here is an Easter Sunday sermon excerpt on the Easter Gospel (St. Mark 16:1–8) and three related hymn texts 
from our Lutheran heritage: Christians, to the Paschal Victim, Christ is Arisen, and Christ Jesus Lay in Death's 
Strong Bands.  Since this addresses the Word of God, three hymns, and the Easter season, it will do “triple 
duty” as From the Word, From the Hymnal, and On the Divine Liturgy.   
 

he Victimae Paschali laudes, a medieval text known as a “sequence hymn,” starts with 
the reality of Good Friday and the battle between good and evil: 

 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim / Offer your thankful praises! 
The Lamb the sheep has ransomed: / Christ, who only is sinless,  
Reconciling sinners to the Father. 
Death and life have contended / In that combat stupendous: 
The prince of Life, who died / Reigns immortal. 
“Speak, Mary, declaring / What you saw when wayfaring.” 
“The tomb of Christ, who is living, / The glory of Jesus' resurrection; 
Bright angels attesting, / The shroud and napkin resting. 
My Lord, my hope, is arisen; / To Galilee He goes before you.” 
Christ indeed from death is risen, / Our new life obtaining. 
Have mercy, Victor King, ever reigning! / Amen. Alelluia. 
(Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 460) 

 

See the rich descriptions of Christ: Paschal Victim, Lamb, and the Prince of Life who reigns immortal.  
Beginning with the words “Speak, Mary, declaring” we hear the facts of that first Easter Sunday.  The women 
discovered the negative evidence for Jesus’ resurrection, i.e., what was not there when they arrived at the tomb.  
Suppose, for a moment, that you were one of the crime scene investigators 
and that you accompanied the women that first Easter Sunday to investigate 
an alleged body snatching.  What was not there that might guide your 
investigation?   The large stone was not in its slot, into which the stone 
rolled slightly down hill to seal the tomb.   The Roman guard, set by Pilate, 
was not there.  Roman soldiers could be killed without a trial for (1) 
sleeping on the job or (2) leaving their post without being properly relieved.  
Something remarkable must have happened here!  Our hymn text adds this 
note: “The shroud and napkin resting.”  Again, what was not there?  The 
body of Jesus, who left His burial clothes behind, and went before them into 
Galilee, was not there.  In due course, this negative evidence would lead you 
and your CSI team to follow the trail of clues until you found Jesus in 
Galilee, just as He had promised.   
 

(Continued on p. 3) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Adolf 
Kiefer, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, 
Edward Pflum, Theresa Patruno, Joey Lee, Darren Pestun, the Kiefer family, Tina Pappas, John Ciulla, 
Michael Elliott, Theresa DeSalvio, Saeed Abedini, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, 
Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, John Hamer, Isabella Ward, Palagia Harris, Glenn O’Brien family, and the 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE WORD / FROM THE HYMNAL / ON THE DIVINE LITURGY (continued)  

hrist is Arisen, which is obviously the shortest of these three texts, tells us in straightforward and simple 
language what the resurrection means for us: 

 

 Christ is arisen / From the grave's dark prison. 
 We now rejoice with gladness; / Christ will end all sadness. / Lord have mercy. 
 All our hopes were ended / Had Jesus not ascended 
 From the grave triumphantly. / For this Lord Christ we worship Thee, / Lord have mercy.  
 Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
 We now rejoice with gladness; / Christ will end all sadness. / Lord have mercy.  
 (The Lutheran Hymnal, Hymn 187)  
 

hrist is arisen”––see the present tense in this hymn and in many of the hymns we will sing this Easter 
season.  The resurrection itself was a calendar-day event.  One and only one time did the events in Mark 16 

occur.  But Christ lives on to this day, He cannot die again, and so we speak of the risen Christ here and now: 
Christ is arisen!  He stands before the Father, where He ever prays for us as our own High Priest.  “All our 
hopes were ended had Jesus not ascended [from the grave triumphantly].”  Without the resurrection, we would 
not be here.  Without Easter Sunday, there would be no church, no sacraments, indeed, there would be no life at 
all for dying sinners like you and me.  Indeed, we would be the most wretched of all men, without hope.  But 
Christ has risen, He now lives, and so we can rejoice with gladness, saying, “Lord have mercy.”  And He has 
mercy on us every day of our lives as He graciously shares the gifts of His resurrection with us.  
 

uther’s hymn, Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands (TLH 195) expands even more on the meaning of 
the resurrection .  The first two stanzas give us the positive evidence of Jesus’ resurrection, i.e., what 

actually happened after Jesus rose from the dead: 

 

1. Christ Jesus lay in death's strong bands, / For our offenses given. 
But now, at God's right hand He stands / And brings us life from heaven; 
Therefore let us joyful be / And sing to God right thankfully / Loud songs of hallelujah. Hallelujah!  

 

2. It was a strange and dreadful strife / When Life and Death contended; 
The victory remained with Life, / The reign of Death was ended; 
Holy Scripture plainly saith / That Death is swallowed up by Death, / His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah! 
 

uppose, for a moment, you could be Jesus’ personal biographer from the moment He stepped out of the tomb 
to the moment He ascended into heaven.  What would you behold?  See His appearance to Mary!  St. John 

records how Jesus appeared to Mary in the garden near the tomb, where she thought he was a gardener, until He 
called her by name.  You could record His two appearances in the upper room, where He shared the gifts of 
peace and forgiveness.  As His biographer, you could walk with Cleopas and the other disciples to Emmaus, to 
share the preaching of the Word and the celebration of a meal in Jesus’ presence.  And let’s not forget a 
breakfast of fish and chips at the Sea of Galilee, after another fishing expedition that was upgraded by the 
presence of Christ.  No wonder Luther has us sing that Jesus stands at God’s right hand, that He brings life to 
us, and that we can’t help but sing joyfully unto God (stanza 1).  And in stanza 2, again looking at the positive 
evidence of the resurrection, we proclaim that “Death is swallowed up by Death,” i.e., that the power of death 
has been conquered by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 

tanzas 4–5 of Luther’s hymn place the celebration of Easter in the midst of our own church as we gather 
around font, pulpit, and altar:  

  

4.  So let us keep the festival / Whereto the Lord invites us; 
Christ is Himself the Joy of all, / The Sun that warms and lights us. 
By His grace He doth impart / Eternal sunshine to the heart; / The night of sin is ended. Hallelujah! 

 

5.  Then let us feast this Easter Day / On Christ, the Bread of heaven; 
The Word of Grace hath purged away / The old and evil leaven. 
Christ alone our souls will feed, / He is our meat and drink indeed; / Faith lives upon no other. Hallelujah! 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE WORD / FROM THE HYMNAL / ON THE DIVINE LITURGY (continued)  
 

he realities of that first Easter cannot be repeated.  Christ died and rose one time, never to be duplicated.  But that 
pattern given to Jesus––death, followed by resurrection––shapes the entire Christian life.  It starts in baptism, 

where we have our own Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  There are sins are crucified with Christ, and we rise out of 
death into new life in Christ.  Baptism indicates that we should daily drown our sins through repentance and daily 
rise to a new and holy life in what we say and do.  And stanzas 4 and 5 really focus on the Lord’s Supper, don’t 
they?  Building on today’s Epistle (I Corinthians 5:6–8), Luther has us sing that we 
will feed on Christ, the Bread of heaven, for He alone will feed our souls with His 
own self, the very Passover Lamb which was offered for the sins of the world.  “He is 
our meat and drink indeed;  faith lives upon no other.”   

 

orty weekdays ago, we began to explore the Lenten theme “The Crucified 
King.”  You may recall that, on Ash Wednesday, I invited you to consider how 

you might react if our king (use your “European” imagination) came to our Ash 
Wednesday service, took off his crown, and knelt behind the beggars and the 
homeless to receive ashes on his forehead.  What a message of the Law, of 
repentance, and of our need for a Savior!  Today, as we begin the Fifty Great Days 
from Easter Sunday to Pentecost, suppose that our King stood up, assembled his 
servants, and threw a grand feast for seven weeks!  Suppose he took you by the 
hand and made you a guest of honor, who could sit right next to him and his son at 
the head table and celebrate the gift of life itself.  Well, that’s exactly what Luther 
celebrates here in stanzas 4 and 5, as the culmination of these three Easter hymns.  
The Paschal Victim, who once lay in death’s strong bands, is risen indeed.  He is the guest of honor at His own 
wedding banquet during the entire Easter season––“the Joy of all, the Sun that warms and lights us.”  And you, 
as His baptismal bride, sit with Him at this heavenly table, even to the final resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. 
 
FROM THE CATECHISM 
Confirmation Sunday in many Lutheran churches coincides with Good Shepherd Sunday (Misericordias 
Domini, the Second Sunday after Easter).  This is a fitting time to consider key phrases from the confirmation 
rite.  As you read each question below, ask yourself two questions, one of the Law and one of the Gospel: (1) 
How have I sometimes broken this solemn pledge and thereby not lived according to my baptism? (2) How does 
God's free gift of forgiveness, bestowed through Word and Sacrament, restore me to the Christian church and 
the baptismal pattern of living described in this rite? 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 
Do you believe in God the Father Almighty? 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 
Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you have 
 learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 
Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 
Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather 
 than fall away from it? 

 
 

PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 

+ Pastor Hamer is available for confession and absolution by appointment, 718-791-3490.  
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THE FEAST  
oF THE HOLY 

TRINITY 
Sunday, June 15  

+ Thanks to all who participated in our recent evangelism efforts: canvassing, the Easter-Egg Hunt, and Bible 
Stick outreach to the military.  Thanks also for your ongoing work to distribute visitors' packets, clothe the 
homeless, and feed the needy.  
 

+ Please be aware of our Bible Studies, which will continue through the end of June: Sunday morning Bible 
class is studying the resurrection of our Lord and what it means for us.  Our Monday night study of the book of 
Acts meets at 7:30 p.m. on the last Monday of the month.  Please join us to draw strength and comfort from the 
Divine Word of God.  
 

+ Special thanks to our church musicians, especially Dr. Jane Hettrick, for their superb work during Lent and 
Holy Week.  This is an especially busy time for this labor of love.  And what a joy to have so many young folks 
singing in our choir!  Thanks also to all who assisted with the Palm Sunday Brunch, the midweek Lenten 
services, and all the other extra duties and delights of the Lenten season.  
 

+ A quick update on my chaplaincy in the USNR: most of you know that I most recently served at Navy 
Operational Support Center in the Bronx.  This billet (assignment) expired on 31 March 2014.  My new reserve 
billet is at Marine Force (MEF) 106, stationed at Andrews Air Force Base, Washington, Maryland.  I will drill 
with them for several days at a time in the spring and in the fall.  My two-week tour of active duty training will 
take place during the summer at Marine Expeditionary Force and Hostage Rescue, Quantico, Virginia.  It 
probably goes without saying that I serve the military on behalf of Redeemer Bayside, as an outreach arm of our 
congregation, and this includes ongoing distribution of Bible Sticks, thanks to your generosity.  
 

+ The date and time for Vacation Bible School: parents, please stay tuned for an announcement about a quick 
meeting after church on a convenient Sunday to put our heads (and calendars) together to select a week for VBS.  
 

+ Welcome to our new members, Isabella Maks and Jennifer Quinones, confirmed on Sunday, May 4. We 
rejoice in your baptism, in your confession of faith, and in your faithful reception of the gifts of the Gospel as 
we gather around font, pulpit, and altar.   
 

     
 

MAY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

 

SUNDAY, MAY 18 FOLLOWING THE SERVICE 
 
 

 
 THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD  

Thursday, May 29 observed Exaudi Sunday, June 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHITSUNDAY 
THE FEAST OF pENTECOST 
Sunday, June 8 
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SPRING PLANTING 
 

s the warm days of summer approach, it is time to pitch in to beautify the grounds around God’s House.  
Soon you will be invited to join in planting annual flowers in the beds around the church.  If you don’t 

know anything about horticulture, don’t worry, experienced gardeners will be there to provide guidance.  Who 
knows?  You may just learn something that will help you in your own garden or with your own houseplants.  
Stay tuned for the announcement of the date. 

 

Even if you can’t be there that day, there will be ample opportunities to get dirty––
weeding and watering goes on all summer.  Contact Flora or Richard Schaefer if 
you would like to help. 

 

Whether we realize it or not, the way Redeemer looks on the outside sends a 
strong message to our neighbors about our respect for our Lord and His Church.  If 
you can’t garden, you can still help out.  As you enter or leave the building, if you 
see a candy wrapper, please pick it up.  If everyone disposed of just one piece of 

litter, Redeemer’s grounds would be immaculate, and the gardening volunteers would be able to concentrate on 
making things even more beautiful. 
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