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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE CATECHISM 
Lent is a time for catechesis as the catechumens prepare for Baptism or first Communion.  Martin Luther 
comments on the second article of the Apostles' Creed (“And in Jesus Christ, His only Son,” etc.) in the Large 
Catechism, along with Bible passages (editorial additions) for your Lenten meditation. 

 
et this, then, be the sum of this article:  the little word Lord means simply the same as 
redeemer.  It means the One who has brought us from Satan to God, from death to 
life, from sin to righteousness, and who preserves us in the same.  But all the points 
that follow in this article serve no other purpose than to explain the express this 
redemption.  They explain how and by whom it was accomplished.  They explain how 
much it cost Him and what He spent and risked so that He might win us and bring us 
under His dominion.  It explains that He became man [John 1:14], was conceived and 
born without sin [Hebrews 4:15], from the Holy Spirit and from the virgin Mary [Luke 
1:35], so that He might overcome sin.  Further, it explains that He suffered, died, and 

was buried so that He might make satisfaction for me and pay what I owe [I Corinthians 15:3–4], not with silver 
or gold, but with His own precious blood [I Peter 1:18–19].  And He did all this in order to become my Lord.  
He did none of these things for Himself, nor did He have any need for redemption.  After that He rose again 
from the dead, swallowed up and devoured death [I Corinthians 15:54], and finally ascended into heaven and 
assumed the government at the Father's right 
hand [I Peter 3:22].  He did these things so 
that the devil and ll powers must be subject to 
Him and lie at His feet [Hebrews 10:12–13] 
until finally, at the Last Day, He will 
completely divide and separate us from the 
wicked world, the devil, death, sin, and such 
[Matthew 24:31–46;  13:24–30, 47–50]. ... 
Yes, the entire Gospel that we preach is based 
on this point, that we properly understand this 
article as that upon which our salvation and all 
our happiness rests.  It is so rich and complete 
that we can never learn it fully. 
 

(From the Treasury of Daily Prayer, Large 
Catechism II, pp. 18–23, with Bible references 
added in square brackets) 
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 SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE 
 

 
 Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M.  
 Sunday School . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Bible Class . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M.  

 
 

          r 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Adolf 
Kiefer, Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward 
Pflum, Theresa Patruno, Joey Lee, Darren Pestun, the Kiefer family, Tina Pappas, John Ciulla, Albina 
Buonaiuto, Michael Elliott, Theresa DeSalvio, Saeed Abedini, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. 
Hamlin, Richard Branch, Laura Shinn, John Hamer, Isabella Ward, Sae Woo Oh, Nicole Cao, and the family & 
friends of Joan Thom. 
 

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Anne Lindroos.  
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
FROM THE HYMNAL / ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
 

 

In addition to helping us all “Latin” our tongues in a meet and salutary way (please see Sarah Johnson of the 
Brooklyn Latin School for help with pronunciation), the Latin titles help us remember the theme of each Sunday 
as we journey toward Holy Week.  Hence, the prayer of the psalmist for Lent I (“He shall call ...”) is Jesus’ 
prayer during His temptation and our prayer for God to deliver us from evil.  The prayer of the psalmist for Lent 
II (“Mine eyes ...”) echos the prayer of the Canaanite woman.  The eyes of the deaf mute are on the Lord (Lent 
III), the multitudes who are fed by Jesus have great cause for rejoicing (Lent IV), and Jesus is judged to be 
righteous by His Father as He pleads the cause of the great I AM against the ungodly nation of unbelievers 
(Lent V). 
 
NOTABLE & QUOTABLE 
Sunday Bible Study is currently studying a series entitled “Christianity and the Competition” by LCMS 
historian Dr. Paul Maier.  C. S. Lewis, perhaps the most renowned 20th-century expert on this topic, comments 
on the need to be settled in the “room” of Christianity, not just the “hallway” of speculative seeking. 
 

 hope no reader will suppose that “mere” Christianity is here put forward as an alternative to the creeds of 
the existing communions. ... It is more like a hall out of which doors open into several rooms. ... But it is in 
the rooms, not in the hall, that there are fires and chairs and meals.  The hall is a place to wait in, a place 

from which to try the various doors, not a place to live in.  For that purpose the worst of rooms (whichever that 
may be) is, I think, preferable.  

 

(From Mere Christianity, Touchstone edition, p. 11) 
 
PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 
 

+ I am available for individual confession and absolution by appointment.  
 

+ Bible Study continues to meet every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  As noted above, the adults are currently enjoying a 
lecture and video series on Christianity and its competition, such as Eastern religions and various cults.  To 
facilitate the video, we are meeting in the undercroft.  There will be no Sunday School or Adult Bible Study on 
Easter Sunday.  After Easter, the adults will study the Gospel of Mark. 

I 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES (continued) 

 

+ Monday Night Bible Study continues to meet in the undercroft on, well, on Monday nights!  We normally 
meet on the last Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. to study the book of Acts.  Please see our website or current 
church calendar for the next meeting dates.  
 

+ Sunday School also meets every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the undercroft.  Junior high and above are invited to 
join the pastor and adults for the current series, “Christianity and the Competition” in the undercroft.  The little 
ones meet with Ms. Wang for Bible stories.  
 

+ Prayers for Holy Communion are available in on cardstock paper in the narthex.  These will help shape your 
sacramental piety through prayer both before and after the Lord’s Supper. 
 

+ Confirmation is tentatively scheduled for May 4, Good Shepherd Sunday.  Please pray for, encourage, and 
welcome our catechumens: Jennifer Quinones and Isabella Maks.  
 
PASTORAL REVIEWS 
Resources for Lenten piety 
 

Gerard Joseph Stanley, Sr., He Was Crucified: Reflections on the Passion of Christ. Concordia, St. Louis, MO, 2009. 

 

his handsome, 192-page volume is an impressive compilation of artwork and meditations on the Passion 
of our Lord.  After a helpful introduction, the author divides his work into the follow major divisions: 
from the Last Supper to the arrest; from the arrest to the crucifixion; from the crucifixion to the burial.  

A concluding chapter discusses the significance of the resurrection.  There are generally three facets of this tour 
of the Passion: artwork, poetic texts, and commentary.  The art is drawn from two millennia of Christianity and 
includes images of icons, pencil drawings, painting, and even three-dimensional works.  The “coffee table 
book” layout, along with superb printing and presentation, do justice to the artistic dimensions of this work.  
The hymns are also indicative of two thousand years of meditation on the Passion, including the core hymnody 
of the Reformation, Latin chants, and some lesser-known prayers and hymns.  All of the prayers are Christ-
centered and appropriate for your daily practice of Lenten piety.  The commentaries lend insight and 
significance to the Passion, the art, and even the medical dynamics of crucifixion.   
 

The Crucified King (Devotional booklet based on our Lenten series for 2014)   

 

his slim volume is a series of “Portals of Prayer”–style devotions from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.  
They reflect the theme that we are drawing upon this Lent for selected sermons and Bible studies, “The 

Crucified King.” Each meditation includes a Scripture reading, suggested Psalm, meditation, and a hymn and/or 
a prayer.  Free copies are available in the narthex.   
 

he St. Matthew Passion of J. S. Bach is a perfect companion to our Lenten series on The Crucified King.  
As many of you probably know, Bach set the text of Matthew 27 and 28 to music for choir and orchestra, 

along with chorales and other poetic texts.  You can find numerous recordings at www.Amazon.com, iTunes, 
Rhapsody, and other vendors.  I personally recommend the recordings by John Eliot Gardiner and Helmuth 
Rilling.   
 

n local movie theaters this Lent:  Son of God.  This movie on the life of Christ, somewhat parallel to The 
Passion of The Christ, is scheduled to be in theaters February 28,  just out of reach for a review in this issue 

of The Epistle.  I invite you to see it for yourself and compare it to the account in the Sacred Scriptures.  You 
can preview it at www.sonofgodmovie.com.  It appears (at least from the trailer) to cover the life of Christ from 
His baptism in the Jordan to His Passion.  This movie is sure to get a lot of attention among Christians and non-
Christians, so I will review it in the near future.  

 

long the same lines, the movie Noah is scheduled to be released on March 8.  The star-studded cast will tell 
the Old Testament story of Noah and the great flood.  (One wonders if the timing of this release is intended 

for the Lent and Easter audience.)  In any event, check it out at www.noahmovie.com.   

T 

T 

T 
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MEMORIALS 
 

Donations in memory of MIRIAM TRAGER were given by 
 

 Sue Parks  Betty & Rodger Leon  Irene Heim 
 Joe & Julia Petraglia Susan Bambeck Ellie & John Kehoe 
 Lois Mahalik Tracy Clarke Joan Firmery 

 
A donation in memory of TERRY BAKER was given by Sue Parks 

 

A donation in memory of BEVERLY WHITE was given by Joan Firmery 
 

A donation in memory of YEAN-MIN WANG was given by Joan Firmery 
 

           
 

BLESSED IS HE THAT CONSIDERETH THE POOR:  
THE LORD WILL DELIVER HIM IN TIME OF TROUBLE. PSALM 41:1 

During these difficult economic times, Redeemer has been supporting one official outreach to the needy, the 
food pantry at our sister congregation in Corona, and one homegrown outreach to the homeless. Thank you to 
Anneliese Schaefer for volunteering at the food pantry.  Please remember these efforts in both your prayers and 
through your donations.  Donation guidelines are provided below. ––Editor 
 

Food Pantry 
A blue tub for collecting pantry donations is at the foot of the narthex stairs. Small, wallet-sized cards are also 
available there with a list of what is needed. The most-needed items are underlined: 

 

Nonperishables 

 

Spanish food products (marinades, cooking oils, 
adobo seasoning, etc.) 

Dried beans  (1lb. bags), rice (1lb. bags), pastas 
(1lb. bags) 

Pancake mix/syrup 
Coffee (1 lb. or 11.5 oz. cans)––NO SODA 

Sugar (1 lb. boxes or bags) 
Cold or hot cereal 

Cake mixes/flour (1 lb. bags) 

Baby formula 
 

Canned & Jarred Products 

 

Juices, fruits, fruit cocktail 
Meats or fish (small canned hams, tuna, salmon) 

Pasta sauce 
Jellies & jams 

Baby food
 

Homeless Program 
This task is undertaken by Sandy Dunn and her sister Denise April. These two ladies seek out homeless people 
in the Flushing and Jamaica area to see how they can be helped.  All items donated are greatly appreciated. 
 
A list of suggested items is below. Mark the bag “HOMELESS,” and put it in or next to the food pantry tub. 

 

 Socks  Toothbrushes/toothpaste 
 Underwear  Metrocards 
 Undershirts  Water 
 Used, good shirts/sweaters  Baby wipes 
 Hats/gloves/scarves Adult-sized backpacks 
 

Gift cards to local eateries (Subway, McDonalds, etc., NO CASH) 
Snacks (single serving best––nuts, hard candy, granola bars)  
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The Reproaches 

 

he Tenebrae service that we celebrate on Good Friday includes the recitation of the “Reproaches” (in Latin, 
Improperia). It is an ancient text, possibly the work of Proclus, the Archbishop of Constantinople, who 
introduced it into the Greek liturgy in A.D. 438. In Roman Catholic practice, it is found in the afternoon 

service of Good Friday, where it forms part of the “Adoration of the Holy Cross.” It has also been adopted into the 
Good Friday observances of the Anglican and other Protestant churches.  
 

As the word “reproaches” suggests, this prayer focuses on the betrayal of Christ by sinners. It takes the form of 
questions or statements posed by Jesus that are answered in short responses by the congregation. Jesus utters 
words of accusation against “my people,” recalling the many benefits he had bestowed upon the people of Israel. 
He contrasts these gifts with the ignominies suffered in his Passion and terrible death on the cross. The 

Reproaches memorialize the Lord’s merciful acts towards his 
people, sometimes taking exact wordings from the Old 
Testament. For example, the first reproach quotes two such 
verses: one from the prophet Micah (6:3): “O my people, what 
have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify 
against me”; the other from Exodus (20:2; also Numbers 15:41 
and Psalm 81:10): “I am the Lord thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt.” In the third reproach, we hear 
the words of Isaiah (5:4): “What could have been done more to 
my vineyard, that I have not done in it?” and also of Jeremiah 
(2:21): “Yet I had planted thee a noble vine.” One finds the 
origin of the fourth reproach in Exodus 12:29: “And it came to 
pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the first-born in the 
land of Egypt.”  The remaining reproaches relate to other 
biblical passages.  
 

The English-language version of the Reproaches that we use 
takes the form of six sections. At the end of each reproach, 
Jesus reminds us of the cross. In the course of the six sections, a 
greater and greater proportion of the text is devoted to the 
brutal details of his suffering and death. For example, both the 
first and second reproaches recount various ways by which God 
cared for the people of Israel and conclude with just one short 
reference to the Crucifixion: “Because I, the Lord thy God, led 

thee through the desert forty years, and fed thee with manna, and brought thee into a land exceedingly good: thou 
hast prepared a cross for thy Savior” (second reproach). On the contrary, the final reproach divides Old and New 
Testament history more evenly: “I did smite kings for thy sake: and thou hast smitten my head with a reed. I did 
give thee a royal scepter: and thou hast set upon my head a crown of thorns. I did raise thee on high with great 
power: and thou hast hanged me upon the gibbet of the cross.”   
 

To the recriminations set forth in the first three reproaches, the congregation responds with the “Trisagion,” a 
doxology combined with a plea for mercy.  In the Catholic plainchant version (Improperia) of the Reproaches, 
this response retains the original Greek and was sung partially in Greek (similar to the title “Kyrie eleison,” still 
found today in the Lutheran liturgy). The meaning in both ancient languages is exactly as found in the English 
translation: “Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy upon us.” It was intended to be sung 
responsorially by two choirs, alternating the Greek and Latin, as follows: 

 

Choir I     Choir II 
Hagios Theós    Sanctus Deus 

 

Hagios Ischyrós   Sanctus Fortis 

 

Hagios Athánatos, eléison hémás Sanctus Immortalis, miserere nobis 
 

T 
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For the last three reproaches, the congregation (speaking as “the people”) takes up the words of Jesus from the 
first reproach: “O my people, what have I done unto thee, or wherein have I wearied thee, saith the Lord. Testify 
against me.”  
 

Because of the content of the text, the Reproaches is appropriate only for Good Friday (occasionally Holy 
Saturday), and therefore musical settings fit the theme of the day just once in the church year. Also, as the most 
solemn day of the liturgical calendar, Good Friday was often celebrated without elaborate music. In this case, the 
Reproaches (Improperia) would most likely have been performed in plainchant. And yet, evidence suggests that, 
between ca. 1500 and 1750, every composer who worked for a Catholic church or court probably had occasion to 
write one or more polyphonic Improperia settings. A search of the history of music probably performed in the 
Vienna imperial chapel, for example, shows works with this title by at least eight composers, some of whom wrote 
more than one setting: Palestrina, Victoria, Giovanni Francesco Anerio, Leonardo Leo, Johann Eberlin, Georg 
Reutter, Giuseppe Barnabei, and Johannes Mayr. Best known today are the Improperia from the Renaissance 
period by Palestrina and Victoria—the pieces by the other composers named remain still unpublished. Research, 
however, continues to unearth “new” old settings housed in archival collections. Recently published, for example, 
is the Improperia by Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand III (1608–1657), who reigned during the Thirty Years’ 
War. Like many of these pieces, his composition is entitled Popule meus (my people––the first words in the first 
reproach). Set for alto and tenor voices accompanied by organ and bass stringed instrument, it expressively paints 
the contrast between God’s benevolence and the people’s evil treatment of Christ. 
 

In conclusion, when we recite the Reproaches in the Tenebrae service on Good Friday, the congregation of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church participates in a living tradition that goes back to the early history of the church. By 
speaking the words of this ancient text, hallowed by time, we affirm with the whole Christian Church our own role 
in the Passion and Crucifixion of Christ. Only by doing so may we properly celebrate the true meaning of Easter.  

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 
Director of Parish Music 



 8
 

 

 EVENTS for LENT & EASTER  

 

         

 
 

REDEEMER  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

36-01 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
718-229-5770 
www . rlcb . org

March 5  Ash Wednesday 
Holy Communion  7:30 p.m. 
 

All are invited to gather for supper preceding 
the service, beginning  at 6 p.m. 
 

March 12 through April 9 
Wednesday Lenten Vespers 
7:30 p.m. 
A service each evening until Holy Week.  
The theme will be “The Crucified King.” 
 
April 13  Palm Sunday  
Divine Service 10:30 a.m. 
 

. 
 
 

April 17  Maundy Thursday  
Holy Communion  

7:30 p.m. 
 

April 18 Good Friday 
Tenebrae Service  

7:30 p.m. 
 

April 19  Holy Saturday 
Easter-Egg Hunt 1:00 p.m.  

. 

April 20  Easter Sunday 
Festival Service 10:30 a.m. 

 


