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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE HYMNAL 
January 6 is the traditional date in the church year to celebrate the visit of the Magi (St. Matthew 2:1–12). The 
following hymn meditation on TLH 127and St. Matthew 2:1-12 expounds the good news of the Epiphany of our 
Lord. 

 

1. As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led by Thee! 

 
he star over Bethlehem was the original GPS––a satellite-guided positioning system that 
saved men from stopping to ask for directions, and took them right to their destination.  
The Magi or Wise Men no doubt studied astrology as part of their education, so star 
gazing was part of their very being.  But this star was different, for it was uniquely 
positioned by the Creator Himself to reveal the Christ to the Gentiles.  No wonder the 
hymn says that “with joy they hailed its light,” for here was a true epiphany, a physical 
star to guide these scholars to the greater Star of Jacob, Christ Himself.  And what about 
us?  Many people are still being led by the stars, but in an unholy and unhealthy way.  It’s 
called astrology, literally “the discourse of the stars,” embodied, of course, in the daily 
horoscope.  It is not to be confused with astronomy, “the distribution of the stars,” such 

as gazing at the Big Dipper and joining the Psalmist to marvel at God’s creation.  I don’t know how influenced 
modern slaves to the horoscope are by the episode in Matthew 2.  But whenever someone asks me for my sign, I 
always hope that they’re just teasing.  Our days and our deeds have not been ordered by the stars, but by the 
Lord who leads us by His Word.  It is ironic that the antagonist in this Gospel lesson, Herod the Great, went to 
the right source to discover the place where Jesus was to be born: the Word of God.  He asked the chief priests 
and the scribes to explore the external Word of God, albeit for evil purposes.  And so it is for us.  We do not 
follow the stars, although we rejoice in them as part of God’s good creation.  We have something even better: 
the Divine Word of God, to lead us in the path of righteousness all the days of our lives. 
 

2. As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before Thee whom heav’n and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet ever seek Thy mercy seat! 

 

The Wise Men made an incredible journey, one that might have taken up to four years of their life.  You do the 
math:  Herod killed all the baby boys in Bethlehem under two years old, based on the time the wise men said 
the star first appeared.  This implies a two-year trip to Bethlehem.  Then they had to re-check their luggage, go 
through another security check, and return home by a different route.  Assuming two more years to go home, 
that’s a four-year sabbatical to see a boy in Bethlehem.  Imagine how that looked to their supervisors: top 
(Continued on page 3) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, Adolf Kiefer, 
Melissa Ramos, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE HYMNAL (continued) 
 

 

scholars need eight semesters (including summers) of paid leave (including travel expenses) to find a poor 
Jewish boy in a cow-town named Bethlehem!  And yet they went with joyful steps, risked their lives by 
speaking to Herod (he killed anyone who threatened his throne), and identified the boy Jesus as the Lord of 
heaven and earth.  Then the hymn writer anchors this story at the cross: “So may we with willing feet ever seek 
Thy mercy seat!”  Recall the mercy seat of the Old Testament, the place atop the Ark of the Covenant that was 
quite literally the seat or place of God’s mercy.  For from the mercy seat, based on the bloody sacrifices at the 
altar, God forgave the sins of the repentant and made Israel holy before Him.  The mercy seat was fulfilled in 
the cross, the place where God’s ultimate mercy was manifest in His Son’s sacrifice.  And we seek that mercy 
seat every time we plead for mercy before God’s throne.  Here, in the divine liturgy, we stand before God with 
clean hands and a pure heart, receiving the gifts of His lovingkindness.  So with willing feet we come to church 
at any hour of the day or night, for Christ is here, revealing Himself to us.  
 

3. As they offered gifts most rare at Thy cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasure bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King! 

 
his stanza extols the gifts the Magi gave to the Holy Family.  The scene of richly costumed sages entering 
the house (rather than the manger) at Bethlehem and falling down before the boy Jesus (rather than the baby) 

has been the stuff of paintings, pageants, and Epiphany celebrations since the earliest days of the church.  See 
the “Great Reversal”!  Sages from afar, leading scholars and gurus of their day, worship a young boy of poor 
Jewish roots, growing up in a borrowed home in Bethlehem!  And they gave Him the finest gifts of their 
country: gold, the most precious metal of them all; frankincense, a fine incense that was stuff of royalty; and 
myrrh, a costly ointment that was fit for the King of Kings.  Our hymn of the day uses one quality of these gifts 
as a hinge to our own worship of Christ: “pure and free from sin’s 
alloy.”  According to the custom of the day, silversmiths would 
refine precious metals by melting them down and then looking at 
their reflection in the liquid.  Once they could see a perfect image 
of their own face, they knew the metal was pure.  So it is for us.  
We come before God as sinners, full of the alloy of sin, tainted with 
our false gods, and not worthy to stand in the presence of our King.  
But through repentance, He purifies us as a refiner of silver by 
killing everything in us that is not a perfect reflection of Christ and 
giving us His own righteousness. 

 
4. Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 
his stanza deals with how God comes to His people in the Old 
Testament, the New Testament, and finally in eternal life.  The 

hymn writer mentions the cloud, which recalls the journey of 
ancient Israel in the wilderness.  To this we could add the fire that 
led Israel by day, the manna in the wilderness, and the various 
revelations through the prophets.  Moreover, God came to Old Testament Israel through circumcision, 
preaching/Word, and the Passover meal.  These were God’s “means of grace” in the Old Testament, the ways 
that He came to His people to keep them in the narrow way, and to bring their ransomed souls through this life 
to eternal life.  In the New Testament, however, He no longer comes by fire, cloud, or even by the star over 
Bethlehem.  He now comes to us in baptism, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Here, though hidden from our  

T 

T 



 4

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE HYMNAL (continued) 

 

eye, He is fully revealed by faith.  By faith we know that baptism is an epiphany, for it reveals Christ to the 
nations.  Preaching is an epiphany, for it preaches Christ to our ears and tells us of His person and work.  The 
Lord’s Supper is an epiphany, for it delivers the very body and blood of Christ into our mouths.  Finally, when 
earthly things are past, He will bring our ransomed souls at last, “Where they need no star to guide, where no 
clouds Thy glory hide.”  But whether God is coming to us in the Old Testament means, the New Testament 
means, or simply abiding with us in the chambers of heaven, the common theme is this: God’s deepest desire is 
to live with us, where we may worship Him and enjoy Him forever. 

 

5. In the heavenly country bright need they no created light; 
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, Thou its Sun which goes not down. 
There forever may we sing alleluias to our King!  

 

his stanza describes what we call “eschatological hope,” the Christian’s desire for the final consummation of 
the Gospel in the heavenly life of the blessed.  There we will need no created light, for Christ, the light of 

the world, will be our eternal Light.  He will be our Joy, for the joys of heaven know no limit.  He will be our 
crown, for He who endured the crown of thorns has stored up for us the crown of eternal life.  He will be our 
sun, the sun that never sets.  In short, God has promised to lavish not mere things but chiefly Himself on the 
people He created and re-created in His own image.  And what will we do in eternity?  “There forever may we 
sing / Alleluias to our King!”  On earth, we join the heavenly choir for a while, every time we worship Him in 
spirit and in truth.  Then we must return to the valley of the shadow of death.  But in heaven, we will join the 
heavenly choir of angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven to worship Him without end, singing 
“Alleluia!” and “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12).   
 

ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 

 

Most Lutherans today probably associate the Epiphany season with the visit of the Magi, the miracle of turning 
water into wine at Cana, and the Transfiguration of our Lord.  This is all well and good, but the editors of 
Treasury of Daily Prayer have a broader take on the Epiphany season. 
 

he feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord commemorates no event but presents an idea that assumes concrete 
form only through the facts of our Lord’s life.  The idea of Epiphany is that the Christ who was born in 
Bethlehem is recognized by the world as God.  At Christmas, God appears as man, and at Epiphany, this 

man appears before the world as God.  That Christ became man needed no proof.  But that this man, this 
helpless child, is God needed proof.  The manifestations of the Trinity, the signs and wonders performed by this 
man, and all His miracles have the purpose of proving to men that Jesus is God.  Lately, especially in the 
Western Church, the story of the Magi has been associated with this feast day.  As Gentiles who were brought 
to faith in Jesus Christ, the Magi represent all believers from the Gentile world. 

 

(From Treasury of Daily Prayer, p. 1,094) 
 
A PASTORAL REVIEW / FROM THE CATECHISM 

 

Michael Horton, Christless Christianity:  The Alternative Gospel of the American Church. Baker Books, Grand 
Rapids, MI, 2008. 

 

Some of our readers may have heard of the conservative Reformation scholar, Michael Horton, through my 
Bible studies or through the podcasts of his radio program, “The White Horse Inn.”  Though not Lutheran, Dr. 
Horton is a leading voice in Reformation teaching from the standpoint of conservative Presbyterian theology. 

 

This particular volume is helpful for all students of the Reformation because it is thoroughly anchored in the 
theology of the cross.  Martin Luther said that a theologian of glory (i.e., a false teacher who seeks a glorious 
life here and now) calls good “evil” and evil “good.”  A theologian of the cross, however, calls a thing what it 
is.  This is precisely the contrast established in this most excellent book as Horton criticizes a popular false 
teacher of our day named Joel Osteen, most notably his book, Your Best Life Now.  Horton says: 

T 
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The health-and-wealth gospel that Osteen preaches cannot deal with suffering.  It is a theology of glory:  
the offer of the kingdoms of this world here and now.  For those who take this path, it may well be that 
they will have their best life now.  But even now, there is no place for suffering in this quintessentially 
American religion—not Christ’s suffering for our sins or our suffering for being united to Christ (p. 96).  

 

Even the editors of the New York Times addressed the Osteen 
phenomena when they asked Osteen why there is suffering.  “The 
answer is I don’t know,” said Mr. Osteen: 

 

We deal every week with someone whose child got killed, or 
they lost their job.  I don’t understand it.  All you can do is let 
God comfort you and move on.  Part of faith is not 
understanding (p. 96).  

 

In contrast to Osteen’s approach, Horton says: 

 

Christianity announces the Good News that God in Christ has 
saved us now from the condemnation of the law, has dethroned 
the tyranny of sin, and has delivered us from Satan’s oppressive 
regime.  But it gets even better:  one day this salvation will be 
consummated in the resurrection, glorification, and everlasting life 
free of the very presence of sin, pain, evil, and violence (p. 97). 

 

One immediately thinks of Martin Luther’s explanation to the Second 
Article of the Creed in The Small Catechism:   

 

[Christ has] purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 
and from the power of the devil;  not with gold or silver, but with 
His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live 
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just 
as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

 

Along the same lines, Horton cites C. S. Lewis on this contrast between the temporal trophies of this age and 
the everlasting joys of the Gospel:  

 

I didn’t go to religion to make me happy.  I always knew a bottle of port would do that.  If you want a 
religion to make you feel really comfortable, I certainly don’t recommend Christianity (p. 97).   

 

As a Presbyterian, Horton predictably lacks a sacramental emphasis in his writings.  Regarding the Word of 
God and the theology of the cross, however, it is difficult to find a more copious, clear, and Christ-centered 
writer on the alternative gospel of the American church and the right Gospel that we are privileged to receive as 
spiritual heirs of the Reformation.  
 
PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 
 

+ I am available for individual confession and absolution by appointment.  
 

+ Special thanks to all who helped with the various events through Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany Lessons 
& Carols.  This is always a very busy time of year:  Christmas Fair, occasional services, extra work for our most 
excellent musicians, etc.  I suspect there is more happening around Christmastide at Redeemer than in all the 
other LCMS churches in Queens combined!  Thanks to all for an enriching and rewarding season of grace. 
 

+ Please consider utilizing the resource table in the narthex.  It contains numerous publications, magazines, 
subscription information, and much more.  If you do not want to deal with the cost of hard-copy subscriptions, 
please also note the radio program named “Issues, Etc.”  The website is <www.issuesetc.org>.  This is a 
thoroughly Lutheran radio broadcast in language that the average Lutheran layman can understand.  IPad users 
can download their broadcasts for free and listen at will.  Check it out!  Issues, Etc:  Christ-centered cross-
focused talk radio.   
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LIVING NATIVITY 

 

hank you to everyone who helped with the 2013 Living Nativity!  This includes the many generous 
donations to the Angel Fund.  A special thank you to Thomas Krahn, who did much behind-the-scenes 
work this year, to the Boy Scouts who put up the sets and refurbished a few (notably the Zechariah 

backdrop), the “two Franks,” Frank DiCarlo and Frank Krupicka, who, although they have moved away for the 
moment, appeared at important times to contribute their knowledge and experience.  
 

Unfortunately, the Saturday performance had to be cancelled this year because of the snowstorm, but the show 
went on on Sunday and was particularly well attended. For those who could not be present, an article with 
several nice photos appeared in the Bayside Times, and can be viewed online at <www.timesledger.com/stories/ 
2013/51/baysidenativity_bt_2013_12_20_q.html>.  
 

It may have passed unnoticed by some, but 2013 was the 50th season of the Living Nativity, which had its first 
performance in 1964.  The 50th Anniversary of the first performance will be coming up this December. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

 

any thanks to all who assisted in decorating the church for the 
celebrations which began at the Feast of the  Nativity of Our 
Lord, and ended with the Feast of the Epiphany, observed 

January 5.  Untold hours of work went into purchasing, transporting, 
decorating, and putting up the wreaths, pine garlands, Christmas tree, and 
poinsettias. Thank you to those who donated plants and greenery, the 
good and faithful group which came out on the evening of December 15 
to decorate the church, those who “undecorated” the church on January 8, 
and those who cleaned the sanctuary each time. May God bless you 
richly in this new year. Without all of these contributions the work could 
not have been accomplished.  
 
 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 

 new church council was elected at the congregational meeting, held this past November 24, and 
installed during the divine service on December 1.  The elected and reelected council members are 
 
 
 

Jonathan Trager, President  Richard Schaefer, Chairman, Board of Elders 
Annette Leroux, Vice President  George Lai, Elder  
Melissa Krahn, Secretary  Mike Pappacena, Elder 
Susan Camera, Treasurer  Joe Petraglia, Elder 
 
 

May God bless and guide the new council during the coming two years.  Thanks to outgoing 2012–2013 council 
members: Ada Kam, Frank Krupicka, and Brenda DiCarlo; as well as the members of the 2013–2014 
nominating committee. 

T 
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A Lutheran Contribution toward Understanding Mozart 
 

n the depths of World War II (1942) in Germany, the distinguished Lutheran church musician Friedrich 
Brinkmann published an edition for solo organ of Mozart’s three compositions for Spieluhr (literally, a clock 
that plays music). This was a device consisting of a pinned barrel that activated organ pipes mounted on a 

wind chest, with wind supplied by bellows; barrel and bellows were driven by a clockwork motor. It sounded 
nothing like a real organ, needless to say. By 1883, Mozart’s complete works, including the Spieluhr pieces, had 
already been published (by Breitkopf & Härtel, in Leipzig). Nevertheless, Brinkmann’s edition made a unique 
contribution. The Spieluhr pieces presented a special challenge. First, the original Spieluhr device did not 
survive. Therefore, if these pieces were ever to be heard, they had to be arranged for a real musical instrument 
or ensemble. Because, however, they were conceived for an automaton rather than for human hands, they were 
not playable by one person on a single keyboard instrument. This was a dilemma, since the sound from the 
Spieluhr was produced by organ pipes. 

 

With little professional opportunity to compose for the organ, Mozart nevertheless 
had a lifelong love of the instrument. During their extensive travels, the Mozart 
family usually visited the local churches, and their letters record numerous 
instances in which young Wolfgang tried out organs. To Mozart, the organ was the 
“king of instruments.” Responding to disparaging comments about the organ made 
by the famous piano builder Andreas Stein in 1777 (“it has no sweetness, no 
expression ... it always sounds the same”), Mozart declared: “[T]he organ is my 
passion ... in my eyes and ears it is the king of all instruments.” Stein voiced here 
the classic criticisms still today leveled against the organ by other musicians, but 
Mozart obviously disagreed. 
 

The task of composing for the Spieluhr in 1790–1791 (at the end of his life), 
distressed Mozart, who undertook to fulfill this commission just to earn some 
money. He wrote to his wife complaining about having to compose one of these 

pieces, the Fantasie in F Minor: “if it were a large clock and the thing [German “Ding,” a pejorative] sounded 
like a [real] organ, I would enjoy it, but the clockwork consists of only tiny little pipes that sound high and too 
childish.” Moreover, this Fantasie was commissioned to provide background music for an exhibit of a 
mausoleum in a wax museum, commemorating a great military hero who had died in 1790. Thus the piece is 
tainted by its commercial purpose and morbid association. It’s easy to understand Mozart’s antipathy to this job. 
Having played the finest organs in Europe, he surely remembered the magnificent sounds of instruments in 
Haarlem, Dresden, and also the Bach organ in Leipzig. Early in its history, Mozart’s Spieluhr Fantasie was 
arranged for every imaginable combination of instruments except the organ—piano, piano four-hands, two 
pianos, string quartet, orchestra, etc. Aside from the awkward score that discouraged arrangement for organ, the 
dominant Catholic culture of Vienna did not favor the organ 
as a solo instrument. 
 

Friedrich Brinkmann (1895–1962) served 23 years from 
1934 through the war years as organist and then music 
director of the historic Lutheran church of St. Michael in 
Hamburg. In that office he stands in a long line of 
distinguished musicians, including G. P. Telemann and C. P. 
E. Bach. A student of Karl Straube, who was Thomas-Cantor 
in Leipzig, he also traces a direct link back to the church 
where J. S. Bach was cantor for 27 years. Brinkmann carried 
out his duties at St. Michael under much difficulty. During 
World War II, bombs struck the church, damaging the 
structure badly and destroying the organ. All the while, 
according to his obituary, he continued to provide “proper 
church music” for the services, which were held in the cellar. 

I 

 
 

The Michaeliskirche, Hamburg, after the 1943 bombing. 
The tower survived the war. 
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A Lutheran Contribution toward Understanding Mozart (continued) 
 
With his edition of Mozart’s Spieluhr pieces, Brinkmann made a significant contribution to the repertoire of 
organ music. That within the confines of a squeaky music box lay monumental music had long been recognized, 
as in the abovementioned versions for different ensembles. Nevertheless, almost 100 years would pass until 
someone arranged the Fantasie for the organ. While Brinkmann was not the first to do so, he was the first to do 
it right. Earlier organ editions by the English organist Edmund Hart Turpin (1835–1907) and Swiss organist 
Alfred Glaus (1853–1919) took unnecessary liberties with Mozart’s score. 
 

Brinkmann’s work on the Spieluhr pieces was carried out under the dangers and terrors of wartime. A two-page 
typed letter dated March 5, 1944, from Brinkmann to the Office of Culture of Hamburg Newspapers (preserved 
in the Landeskirchliche Archiv der Nordkirche in Germany), vividly records these conditions. The letter begins: 
“Last Friday our meeting was unfortunately interrupted by the alarm [warning of imminent air raids].” Later, 
referring to his edition of the Spieluhr pieces, he writes: “Unfortunately, 500 of the original 1,000 copies of the 
complete printing were burned in Leipzig. The edition will thus soon be out of print.” Finally, he asks: “Do you 
see any possibility of retrieving my burned-up reviews from the Hamburger Anzeiger [a Hamburg 
newspaper]?” He closes the letter with the standard formulas of the time: “Herzliche Grüsse und Heil Hitler!” (I 
have not yet discovered whether the latter salute represents the writer’s personal views or if it was there by 
force. This is a work in progress.)  

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 
Director of Parish Music 

 

LENT IS COMING!!! 
We may not have all our Christmas decorations down yet, but the week 

the next issue of the Epistle comes out will be the beginning of Lent.  
 

A S H  W E D N E S D A Y  
March 5, 7:30 P.M. 

 Divine Service with the Imposition of Ashes 
 

Wednesday Lenten Vespers 7:30 p.m.., March 12, 19, & 26; April 2 & 9 
 
 
 

          r 
 

MEMORIALS 
 

Donations in memory of MIRIAM TRAGER were given by 
 

 Lois Mahalik Tracy Clarke 
 Ray & Doreen Clarke Joan Firmery 

 
 

The sanctuary candles, which hang above the altar, were donated by Ellie Kehoe,  
in memory of her daughter LISA. 

 

          r 


