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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

My column usually follows the progression: From the Word, From the Catechism, From the Hymnal, and On 
the Divine Liturgy.  However, the November/December issue presents a dilemma, since there are so many 
themes and events this time of year, from All Saints to the Eve of the Circumcision of Jesus.  In a rare departure 
from my usual format, I am going to be bold enough to touch on four themes: All Saints, the End Times (i.e., the 
end of the church year), Advent, and Christmas. 

 
ON THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS 
The Gospel lesson for All Saints  is the Beatitudes or blessings in St. Matthew 5:1–12.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a 
Lutheran pastor who was martyred in World War II, has a wonderful exposition of the Beatitudes in his book, 
The Cost of Discipleship, from which the following excerpt is drawn ( pp. 127–128). 
 

Blessed are they that have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

his [beatitude] does not refer to the righteousness of God, but to suffering in a just cause, 
suffering for their own just judgments and actions.  For it is by these that they who renounce 
possessions, fortune, rights, righteousness, honour, and force for the sake of following 
Christ, will be distinguished from the world.  The world will be offended at them, and so the 
disciples will be persecuted for righteousness’ sake.  Not recognition, but rejection, is the 
reward they get from the world for their message and works.  It is important that Jesus gives 

his blessing not merely to suffering incurred directly for the confession of his name, but to suffering in any just 
cause.  They receive the same promise as the poor, for in persecution they are their equals in poverty. 

 

Having reached the end of the beatitudes, we naturally ask if there is any ..................... place on this earth for 
the community which they describe.  Clearly, there is one place, and....................................... only one, and that 
is where the poorest, meekest, and most sorely tried of all men....................................................... is to be found–
–on the cross at Golgotha.  The fellowship of the 
beatitudes is the fellowship of the Crucified.  With 
him it has lost all, and with him it has found all.  
From the cross there comes the call, “blessed, 
blessed.”  The last beatitude is addressed directly 
to the disciples, for only they can understand it, 
“Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and 
persecute you, and say all manner of evil against 
you falsely for my sake.  Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” 
 

(The Cost of Discipleship, pp. 127–128) 
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 SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE 

 
 

 Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M.  
 Sunday School . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Bible Class . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M.  

 
           

 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Dorothea Petraglia, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, 
Melinda Leon, Adolf Kiefer, Melissa Ramos,, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Philip Petraglia, Dennis Salmone, 
Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, Theresa Patruno, Joey Lee, Darren Pestun, Perry Goode, the 
Kiefer family, Ted & Ann Martin, Tina Pappas, John Ciulla, Albina Buonaiuto, Michael Elliott, Theresa 
DeSalvio, Terry Baker, Saeed Abedini, Jim Johnson, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John W. Hamlin, 
Richard Branch, the Tara Rivers family, T. C. Khoo, and the family & friends of Kaity Wang. 
 

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee, Miriam Trager, and Anne Lindroos.  
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  (continued) 

 

ON THE SUNDAYS OF THE END TIMES 
The Gospel lesson for the Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity is St. Matthew 24:15–28, the signs of the end times.  
Johann Gerhard comments on four aspects of our watchfulness in these gray and latter days of the world’s 
existence. 
 

1.  We must pay careful attention to the prophetic and apostolic revelations about Christ’s second coming.  They 
have long foretold that such troubled times will come.  Hence, we should not take offense at this.  In the 
prophets, Christ’s Spirit profoundly deliberates about His first coming (I Pet. 1:11).  In like fashion, by the 
power of His Spirit, we also should diligently search Scripture to find what it reveals about His second coming. 

 

2. Moreover, we must flee.  Physical flight is of no avail, for the tribulation extends not only across the entire 
country but also across the entire world.  We can, however, escape if we flee from the “corruption of the world” 
(2 Pet. 2:20), avoid carnal lusts, and forget those things that “ ... are behind, and reach for those that are ahead ... 
and pursue the outstretched goal” (Phil. 3:13).  

 

3. Accompanying this must be cherished prayer, in accord with Luke 21:36: “Be therefore ever watchful, and 
pray that you will be worthy to escape all these things that will come, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  
When all of nature quakes and trembles, we can find peace nowhere but in the Lord God, to whom we should 
commend ourselves in faithful prayer. 

 

4. Finally, we should not trust each other and every spirit, but we should “ . . . test the spirits, whether they are 
from God” (I John 4:1).  We should be on guard against false prophets (Mat. 7:15), and cling to Christ alone.  
We should measure and test all teachings by God’s Word.  This ties in with Psalm 87:1, which states that the 
city of God, the Christian Church, “ ... is firmly founded on the holy mountains,” that is, on God’s Word as set 
down in Scripture by the prophets and apostles.  If we abide by God’s Word, we will prevail with Christ and be 
received by Him. 
(From Postilla II, pp. 258–259)] 
 
ON THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
One of the themes of Advent is the good news that in Christ 
heaven’s doors are open wide.  This theme also permeates 
the following Lord’s Supper hymn by Wilhelm Loehe (LSB 
no. 639): 
 

1. Wide open stand the gates adorned with pearl,  
While ‘round God’s golden throne 

The choirs of saints in endless circles curl,  
And joyous praise the Son! 

They watch Him now descending / To visit waiting earth. 
The Lord of Life unending–– / Brings dying hope new birth! 

 
2. He speaks the Word the bread and wine to bless: 

“This is My flesh and blood!” 
He bids us eat and drink with thankfulness  

This gift of holy food. 
All human thought must falter / Our God stoops low to heal, 

Now present on the altar, / For us both host and meal. 
 

3. The cherubim, their faces veiled from light, 
While saints in wonder kneel, 

Sing praise to Him whose face with glory bright  
No earthly masks conceal. 

This sacrament God gives us / Binds us in unity, 
Joins earth with heav’n beyond us, / Time with eternity! 



 4

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  (continued) 

 

ON THE FEAST OF CHRISTMAS 
In a Christmas sermon from 1534 Martin Luther expounds the meaning of Luke 2:10–11: “Behold, to you I 
proclaim great joy, which will be for all people.  For a Savior is born to you today, who is Christ, the Lord, in 
the city of David.” 

 

learly you see in these Words that [Christ] is born to us.  [St. Luke] 
doesn’t only say, “Christ is born”;  but rather: “to you,” “to you, he 
is born.”  And he doesn’t say, “I proclaim a great joy”; but, “to 

you”;  “to you I proclaim a great joy.”  This joy does not remain in Christ, 
but it will be to all people.  He doesn’t have this faith alone, that some 
other cursed or evil man would not also have it.  For this is the true basis 
for all salvation by which Christ would purify the believing heart.  All is 
shared between Christ and those who believe.  But what do they share?  
Christ has a pure, sinless, holy birth.  People have an unclean, sinful and 
cursed birth as David says in Psalm 51:7, “Behold, I am made in sin in 
my mother’s womb, and in sin my mother conceived me.”  Such a person 
could not be helped, but through the pure birth of Christ.  So if the bodily 
birth of Christ were not given, then on one could be helped.   

 

Therefore this birth is spiritually handed out to everyone through the Word, 
as the angel here says that all who believe firmly are also born by him and 
are not made guilty by their impure birth.  This is the means and substance 
of becoming pure from our miserable birth from Adam.  So Christ wanted 
to be born so that through him we would be born in a new way, as he says in John 3:3.  This happened through the 
kind of faith that James describes in [James] 1:18, “He has willingly given birth to us through the Word of truth, 
that we begin to be his new creature.” 

 

See how, Christ thus takes our birth from us to himself, and submerges it in his own birth.  He gives us his 
[birth] so that we become pure and new in it as if it were our own.  So every Christian would rejoice and praise 
this birth of Christ no less than if he also were bodily born of Mary, just as Christ was. ... That is the comfort 
and the overwhelming goodness of God, that a person who believes this great treasure could boast that Mary is 
his true mother, Christ is his brother and God is his father. (From Luther’s Family Devotions, p. 38) 
 
QUOTABLE & NOTEABLE  
Rev. Peter Bender comments on individual confession and absolution and its centrality to pastoral practice in 
his introduction to the rite as it is commonly used in our synod today: 

 

entral to the pastor’s care of individuals is the proclamation and promise of the forgiveness of sins for Jesus’ 
sake.  The central rite of pastoral care is Individual Confession and Absolution.  Confession and Absolution 

return the Christian to his Baptism wherein he was clothed with the righteousness of Christ.  The absolution that 
the penitent receives as an individual is an extension of the same forgiveness of sins that the pastor preaches to the 
whole congregation corporately.  Faith lives and is sustained by this Word in all the varying settings in which it is 
delivered, including publicly in the sermon (which is yet another form of the general absolution) and privately in 
the confessional [emphasis in original]. (Lutheran Service Book: Agenda, p. 39) 
 
NEWS & NOTES 

 

+ I am available for individual confession and absolution by appointment. 

 

+ Please see our most excellent church website, www.rlcb.org, for our calendar, sermons, confessions, and 
much more.   

 

+ I will be at Ft. Jackson, South Carolina, October 23 to November 15, for Phases II and III of Professional 
Naval Chaplaincy––Basic Leadership Course.  In an emergency please contact your assigned elder and he can 
then contact the LCMS pastor on call. 

C 

C 
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LIVING NATIVITY WORKDAY  

 

his year the annual Living Nativity pageant is scheduled for December 
13, 14, and 15, with ONE PERFORMANCE AT 7:30 each night.  
Before the wisemen and shepherds can make their way to the manger, a 

lot of work needs to be done.  The first and main workday day for the Living 
Nativity is scheduled for Saturday, November 23, from 9 A.M. to noon.  Teams 
will be doing wiring, set repair and set-up, and general cleaning of the grounds. 

 

     
 

SPECIAL SERVICES: Thanksgiving through New Year’s 
 

edeemer has a  long and beautiful tradition of “special” services for the important seasons and feast days of 
the church year.  As we approach the scheduled observances of Thanksgiving Eve (Wednesday, 27 
November), Advent (Wednesdays, December 4, 11, and 18), Christmas Eve and Day, and New Year’s Eve, 

I must reflect on the average attendance of under 20 (including organist, choir, and pastor) at many of these 
services. As we did last year, we need to pause and think about whether we wish to continue to hold them.   
 
I often wonder how people can “be thankful” on Thanksgiving, when they forget the God to whom all thanks 
are due.  In a similar vein, do we desire to prepare for the important days and seasons of the calendar by being 
in the Word? Please pray on this, and come––most importantly to receive the good gifts of the Gospel––but also 
to ensure that these services will continue to be held. 

 

HELP DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS   

 

here will be work for everyone!  A tree to decorate, wreaths and pine garlands to hang, and other things 
to set up.  Everyone is guaranteed to end up smelling like a pine tree!  The date will be announced in 
church, but try to keep an evening the week before Christmas free.  Even if you can’t help with the 

physical labor, you can still help by donating toward the chancel tree, greenery, and poinsettias.   
 
 

POINSETTIA & GREENERY 
MEMORIALS 

 

Forty plants will be available to decorate the sanctuary for a 
donation of $10 per plant.      The plants may be taken home after the 
last service on Christmas Day (December 25).  Donations are also 
welcome for the Christmas tree, pine garlands, and wreaths.  Please 
fill out this form completely, and place it along with payment, in the 
offering plate or in the Newsletter mailbox by the Church Office.  
Please make  checks out to Redeemer Lutheran Church.  

 

Number of plants: ________ × $10 = ________   Greenery : $ ________ 
 

IN MEMORY OF/OTHER DEDICATION:_____________________________________________ 
 
GIVENBBY:________________________________________________________________________  

T 

R 

T 
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CHURCH MUSIC: CAN IT BE DEFINED? 

Part II 
 

od in his wisdom chose to use art in his relationship with man. He spoke to man in poetry through the 
prophets of the Old Testament; he inspired the song of the psalmist; he prescribed the architectural 
details for the building of the Ark, the Tabernacle, and the Temple; and he endowed man with an artistic 

spirit in imitation of his own creativity. Christ, too, came into close association with human art. He loved the 
beauty of the Temple; he preached in the literary forms and with the imagery of Hebrew literature; he sang the 
canticles and the psalms and the hymns; he knew the choral and instrumental music of the Temple. 
 

Music serves as God’s tool in speaking to man. So too it can be man’s means of reaching God. Creation exists 
for the glory of God, and true art (music) has its fulfillment only when it corresponds to the general purpose of 
all creation—the glory of God. (Haydn recognized this when he inscribed the words, “Ad majorem Dei 
gloriam,” at the top of his musical manuscripts.) True sacred music participates in the sacramental activity of 
the Church 
 

Conversely, however, music can fail in that purpose. It may be created 
only to give glory to man or even to exalt Satan. This results when one 
or both of the two essential components of the sacred in music are 
absent or violated. The author of the historic document on sacred 
music Musicae sacrae disciplina (The discipline of sacred music, 
1955) emphasized the need of these two basic requisites in an artist 
who will create true religious or sacred art: he must possess skill in the 
techniques of his discipline, and he must have the faith in God that 
will give him the interior vision needed to perceive what God’s 
majesty and worship demand. When either is lacking, the result is not 
satisfactory. The artist without faith cannot bring others to God, since 
no one can give what he does not himself possess. On the other hand, 
a man who has great faith but lacks talent, or skill, or training in the 
techniques of his discipline can produce only a sham, since all the 
good will in the world will not make an artist. The music that the 
Church seeks will come from the trained and gifted craftsman whose 
faith inspires him to create.  
 

According to a centuries-old formula, the purpose of sacred music is “the glory of God and the sanctification of 
the faithful.” More recent theories hold that sacred music is intended to offer a “humanly attractive experience.” 
This latter view overturns the real purpose of sacred music. It replaces God with man as the end of sacred 
music, since it has the goal of providing a “humanly attractive experience.” Indeed, humanism is at the root of 
much of the disorder we witness today. The exaltation of man instead of God is the logical sequel that flows 
from humanism, and the substitution of secular for sacred art follows soon after. “Sacred,” by definition, means 
the setting aside of something intended exclusively for the Deity. And the sacred in music is music elevated to 
the highest possible level in man’s relationship with God. Reverence, dignity, and beauty will characterize those 
works serving such purposes, because man must seek the highest forms of expression of which he is capable in 
turning toward God; true sacred music provides that excellence and that perfection.  
 

The problems of sacred music today are often expressed in such details as the choral repertory, selection of 
hymns, quality of liturgical language, congregational participation, and even money. Yes, these are the questions. 
We can only hope to resolve these issues, however, when we understand the theological concept of “sacred.”  
 

(Adapted from Richard J. Schuler, 1980, The Sacred, Sacred Music 107(3):21–27) 
 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 
Director of Parish Music 

G 
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Handcrafts, 

Gourmet Food, Gift Items, Plants, 
Handmade Wreaths & Decorations,  

& Much More! 

 

 

 

Enjoy Breakfast or Lunch in our Christmas Café 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 7 
9:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
36-01 Bell Boulevard 

Bayside, NY 11361 
718-229-5770      www.rlcb.orgd 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

for 

ADVENT  &  CHRISTMAS  

 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 27, 7:30 PM 

 

Annual Christmas Fair 
Saturday, December 7,  
         9:30 A.M. to 4:00 PM 

 

Wednesday Advent Vespers  
Dec. 4, 11, & 18, 7:30 PM 

 

Living Nativity Pageant 
On the Church Lawn 
December 13, 14, & 15,  7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Eve  
Service of Lessons & Carols 
Tuesday, December 24, 7:30 PM 

 

Christmas Day Divine Service Wednesday, December 25, 10:30 AM 

 

Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus (New Year’s Eve) 
Divine Service, Tuesday, December 31, 7:30 P.M. 

 
         

 

R E D E E M E R  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
3 6 - 0 1  B e l l  B o u l e v a r d ,  B a y s i d e ,  N Y  1 1 3 6 1  

7 1 8 - 2 2 9 - 5 7 7 0       w w w . r l c b . o r g  

 


