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VOLUME XLIX            SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER             NO. 5 
 

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

FROM THE WORD I 
The Feast of St. Michael and All Angels falls on a Sunday this year (September 29) and will therefore serve as 
my focus for pastoral contributions to this issue of the Epistle.  I begin with sermon excerpts on the two great, 
angelic hymns of the liturgy. 
 

he first angelic hymn of the liturgy is the Gloria in excelsis (TLH 
pp. 17–19).  The biblical roots of this hymn are found in the 
Christmas Story, St. Luke 2:8–14.  Recall that, just after the birth 
of Christ, the angels announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds.  
The word “angel” means messenger, so it is fitting that an angel 
of the Lord delivered the details of Christ’s birth.  Then a 
multitude of the heavenly hosts joined together, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men” (Luke 2:14).  God’s true glory is to 
become one of us, like us in every way, except without sin.  Glory 
or praise is given to God on high.  The peace of sins forgiven and 
life restored is delivered to earth in the flesh and blood of Christ.  
So heaven and earth are joined together in the Gloria, for heaven 
has quite literally dropped down to earth in Christ.  And we, in 
turn, are in heaven by faith. 

 

As the early Christians gathered for worship, they knew that Christ was present with them.  In the divine 
service, the church leads a heavenly life on earth and an earthly life in heaven.  Through the years, the church 
expanded the simple Gloria of Luke 2 into the hymn that we know as an ordinary of the divine liturgy.  “We 
praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,” for He alone is the one true God, worthy of all honor, worship, 
and praise.  We glorify and give thanks to our heavenly King, for He is the King of kings and Lord of lords.  
Moreover, He is “the Father Almighty,” the all-powerful One who alone can order our days and our deeds in 
His peace.  The Gloria then transitions to the work of the Son: “O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.”  
He is the only-begotten of the Father, the only natural Son in God’s heavenly family.  He inherits all that the 
Father has, not to keep it for Himself, but to share it with us.  And His name is Jesus Christ, the very Lamb of 
God, who goes to the cross as the all-atoning sacrifice for our sins.  The forgiveness of sins is central to the 
Gloria.  Twice we sing, “That takest away the sin of the world.”  In Christ, God the Father does hear our prayer, 
has mercy on us, and forgives our sins.  After all, the only-begotten One, is sitting at His right hand, praying and 
interceding for shepherds in a field, a poor Jewish family in a barn, and mere mortals like you and me. 

 

The Gospel lesson for St. Michael and All Angels (St. Matthew 18:1–11) highlights the same theme:  the work 
of the angels to reach out to those who are considered to be lowly in this world.  Jesus says, “Take heed that ye 
despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of 

 

(Continued on p. 3) 
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 SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE  
 Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M.  
 Sunday School . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Bible Class . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M.  

 

            
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Dorothea Petraglia, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Melinda 
Leon, Adolf Kiefer, Melissa Ramos,, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Philip Petraglia, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, 
Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, Theresa Patruno, Cathy Priest, Joey Lee, Darren Pestun, Perry Goode, the Kiefer & 
O’Callaghan families, Ted & Ann Martin, Loretta Thomas, Tina Pappas, John Ciulla, Albina Buonaiuto, Michael Elliott, 
Lorine Thomas, Theresa DeSalvio, Terry Baker, Saeed Abedini, Jim Johnson, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, John 
W. Hamlin and Richard Branch.  

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Miriam Trager 
 

           
 

ANNE LINDROOS 

 

Member Anne Lindroos has had to move in with her daughter in Maspeth recently, and will not be able to attend 
Redeemer in the future. if you would like to keep in touch with her, her phone number is 718-417-8007. Her new 

address is: c/o Karen Strykerman, 60-68 60th Road, Maspeth, NY 11378.  
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE WORD I (continued) 

My Father which is in heaven.  For the Son of Man is come to save that which was lost.”  Here Jesus was 
responding to the disciples’ question about who was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  The disciples were 
scrambling for the best seats in God’s kingdom.  Perhaps they thought of the upcoming trip to Jerusalem, the 
glories of the Passover festival, and the establishment of a Davidic kingdom, world without end.  They no doubt 
wanted cabinet appointments, political clout, and a piece of the geopolitical action.  But it was not so with Jesus.  
Rather, if your eye, your foot, your ego, or your ambition cause you to sin, cut them off.  In other words, repent!  
Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?  Little children who have simple faith in Jesus.  Do not despise 
them.  Do not exclude them from God’s kingdom by withholding them from baptism, Sunday School, or the 
divine service.  For their angels always see God’s face in heaven.  And their angels protect them, as Luther teaches 
us in his morning and evening prayers, “Let Thy holy angel be with me.”  In short, “the Son of Man is come to 
save that which was lost.”  The Son of Man has come to bring us into the company of the angels and join our 
voices with theirs to sing, “Glory be to God on high!” 

 
FROM THE WORD II 
 

f the Gloria is the great angelic hymn for the service of the word, then the Sanctus (TLH p. 26) is the 
angelic hymn for the service of the sacrament.  It is introduced by the proper preface, such as the 
following proper preface for St. Michael and All Angels: 

 

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Through Him Your majesty is praised by all the holy angels and 
celebrated with one accord by the heavens and all the powers therein.  The cherubim and seraphim sing Your praise, and 
with them we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:  Holy, Holy, Holy ...  
 

One can hear in this proper preface echoes of the biblical foundation of the Sanctus, Isaiah’s temple vision 
(Isaiah 6:1–7).  Recall that the prophet Isaiah saw the Lord in Solomon’s temple, high and lifted up.  Above him 
stood the seraphim, with six wings, recalling the ancient covering of the Ark of the Covenant.  And the angels 
called to one another, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” (Isaiah 6:3).  
The earth shook and the foundation was rocked.  Isaiah trembled.  Indeed, Isaiah was scared to death!  And he 
did precisely what you and I should do every time we come into God’s holy presence as preparation for the 
Lord’s Supper: he repented of his sins.  “Woe is me!  For I am lost; for I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts!” (Isaiah 6:5).  
And how did God respond?  He sent a seraph with a burning coal to 
touch Isaiah’s lips and to take away his sins. 
 

In the Sanctus, we follow Isaiah’s path from the common to the holy.  
We see our sinfulness and tremble in God’s presence, pondering how we 
are unworthy to come before the Lord, for we are a people of unclean 
lips.  We are the ones who have taken God’s name in vain, used His 
name flippantly, and deceived others by His name.  We are the ones who 
have cursed our neighbor, sworn by what is false, and lied before God 
and our neighbor.  When God’s holiness is lorded over us, we should 
tremble with Isaiah, ponder our sins, and repent!  And how does God 
respond?  He cleanses us with a splash of baptismal water.  He offers the 
word of absolution.  Christ places the New Testament holy of holies, His 
very body and blood, into our mouths.  He says to us, in effect: “Behold, 
I have washed, forgiven, and fed you.  Your guilt is taken away and your 
sin atoned for.  Come to the altar and share in my holiness!  Come!  And 
sing with the psalmist, ‘Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!’”  
 

I 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE CATECHISM 
And what of angels in the Small Catechism?  See how your “little angel” is mentioned in Luther’s Morning Prayer: 

 

thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me 
this night from all harm and danger;  and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin 
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 
may have no power over me.  Amen.  
 

FROM THE HYMNAL / ON THE DIVINE LITURGY / A PASTORAL REVIEW 
Questions and answers on St. Michael and All Angels. 
 

Why do we celebrate St. Michael and All Angels on September 29? 
There are two theories on why this feast is celebrated at the end of September.  One is the dedication of the 
Church of St. Michael the Archangel in Rome, which occurred on September 29.  The other is the time of the 
solar year, as the days get shorter and the nights gradually lengthen.  In Christian theology, the increasing 
darkness and decreasing light reminds us of the spiritual conflict between good and evil.  It is also possible that 
both theories played a part in fixing the date of this festival, especially if the dedication of the Church of St. 
Michael the Archangel occurred on September 29 because the days were getting shorter. 

 

Are there really ranks of angels? 

 

Yes and no. The Scriptures speak of angels in general and 
of one archangel, Michael.  This is technically a ranking of 
the angels, since one angel leads the others into battle. By 
ranking of the angels, however, we usually mean the nine-
fold division that has been in use since about the 5th 
century A.D.: 

 

Universal Providence: Seraphim, Cherubim, and Thrones 
General Providence: Dominations, Virtues, and Powers 
Particular Providence: Principalities, Archangels, and  nnn 
Angels 

 

See, for instance, the hymn, Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
(TLH 475, st. 4), which mentions all nine of these ranks in 
one stanza. Each of these nine entities is mentioned in the 
Scriptures, usually in the context of the ongoing battle 
between good and evil.  The fact remains, however, that 
these are not really angelic rankings.  seraphim and 
cherubim are types of angels, usually associated with the 
Temple.  Thrones, dominations, virtues, powers, and 
principalities are powers or emblems of God in the battle for good.  Even the plural “archangels” is problematic, 
since only Michael is specifically mentioned as an archangel (Gabriel is not named as an archangel and Uriel is a 
later addition). 

 

So are the angels ranked?  Yes, but only as one archangel and angels in general.  (Of course, we will still sing 
the hymn, Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones, with a wry smile for st. 4!) 

 

What hymns are unique to St. Michael and All Angels? 

 

The Lutheran Hymnal devotes four hymns to this festival:  Lord God, We All to Thee Give Praise (254), the 
only hymn by Luther’s colleague Philipp Melanchthon in use today;  Stars of the Morning, So Gloriously Bright 
(255), which is one of the earlier hymns in the entire Christian church, dating from about the 9th century;  
Around the Throne of God a Band (256), a simple yet insightful  proclamation of the work of the angels based 
on Psalm 91:1; and  Jesus, Brightness of the Father (257), which also dates from the medieval era.  Other 
hymns are also fitting for the occasion, such as the aforementioned Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones.  
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A WORD OF THANKS 
The following letter from the Hamer family was read aloud to the congregation this past July after I  returned 
from 9½ weeks of military training.  In case you missed it: 
 

Dear Redeemer Family, 
I take this moment to say thank you.  I need to express my heartfelt gratitude to you for, first of all, taking care 
of my family during my chaplain training.  Jennifer repeatedly conveyed her sentiments about the love, 
affection, and interest so many of you showed during these past 9½ weeks.  That Jennifer and the girls mean a 
lot to you means the world to me.  Thank you for your selfless and generous care for us. 

 

Thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving our armed forces as a navy chaplain.  I am proud to be a 
naval officer from Redeemer Lutheran Church;  proud to wear the uniform of the United States Navy;  proud to 
be a vocal Lutheran Christian, caring for the men and women who maintain our freedom, including the freedom 
of religion that allows us to be an embassy of the Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Thank you for seeing the value, need, and importance of having your pastor retrained, retooled, and refreshed 
for the next several years of pastoral care within our parish, but also to the USNR. 

 

Thank you for having an understanding of the Kingdom of Christ our Lord that is flexible, demanding, and 
understanding.  You allow me to be and do things that show that it is not just about us on the corner of Bell and 
36th Avenue, but you have a desire to see people redeemed and transformed by the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, both within and outside these walls.  Thank you for your willingness to make that happen and liberating 
me to do so. 

 

Please know that I am truly grateful that the Lord has allowed me to serve you, all the while being served by 
you.  You have my love and affection in Christ. 

 

Pastor Hamer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OBSERVED SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2013 
 
 

e Lutherans are the only church which sets aside a special feast day to thank God for the 
blessings of the Reformation.  Reformation Day, October 31, commemorates the date in 1517 on 
which the blessed Dr. Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the door of the castle church in 

Wittenberg, protesting the wicked sale of forgiveness of sins 
known as indulgences (see illustration below).  The Church 
of Rome was not willing to repent of this and other evils, 
and those who desired––often at the peril of their lives––to 
have the Gospel rightly taught and the Sacraments rightly 
administered were forced to separate themselves from 
Rome. 
 
Having recaptured the biblical doctrine of justificaton by 
grace through faith, ours was a conservative reformation.  
Unlike the radicals who threw out everything––including the 
Sacraments––the Lutheran churches tested all things against Holy Scripture, and retained that which was 
meet, right, and salutary: art, music, vestments, liturgy, chanting, crucifixes, and the Church Year, to name 
a few.  As the heirs of the early church, these things are ours by right.  Let us jealously guard Word and 
Sacraments and celebrate this legacy, giving thanks to God for the blessings He has showered upon the 
church through faithful leaders. 

W 
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SUPPER CLUB 

Redeemer Night Out 

 

Westchester Broadway Dinner Theater 
Sunday, September 15, 2013 

 

See Cole Porter’s  

K ISS  ME KATE  
winner of five Tony Awards  
& enjoy a wonderful dinner 

 

Tickets $75.oo each  
(includes show, dinner, tax, & tip) 

 

Contact Ellie Kehoe for reservations 

Rummage Sale 

 

Saturday, October 26, 2013 
9:30 am – 4:00 pm  

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
36-01 Bell Boulevard 
Bayside, NY  11361 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Furniture – Clothing – Jewelry 
Household goods – Bric-a-brac 

 

Call Anneliese (718-229-2065) 
with donations or questions. 

 

Volunteers needed to set up 

Friday, October 25, 3–6 pm   
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CHURCH MUSIC: CAN IT BE DEFINED? 

 

any theologians, churchmen, and musicians as well as laymen have an opinion on this subject. But 
should it be a matter of personal opinion? If not, where do we go to get an answer, or at least some 
guidelines for our thinking here? Perhaps we may begin by stating what church music is not: (1) church 

music is not entertainment; (2) church music is not a performance happening at worship; (3) church music is not a 
way to make worship “relevant”; (4) church music is not an opportunity for the ego to express itself; (5) church 
music is not a vehicle to experiment with “creative” liturgy; and (6) church music is not an automatic vehicle of 
“inculturation,” that is, it is not obligated to adopt the sounds of the times if they are not suited to worship and 
liturgy.  The sum of these negatives?  Church music cannot be simply a matter of individual taste or an exercise in 
“doing your own thing.”  
 

To establish a positive definition of what church music is, we may start with the best sourcebook: the Bible. 
Words related to music occur numerous times in the Bible. In fact, the word “sing” (singing, song) is one of the 
most common words in the Bible. These terms occur over 300 times in the Old Testament and more than 30 in the 
New. Much less frequently we also find the word “music” (musician, musical), in the Old Testament, although 
only twice in the New. Interestingly, passages about “music” almost always refer to instruments. Most important, 
the Bible contains the first hymnal in the Book of Psalms. Music, therefore, and especially singing belong at the 
heart of Christian worship and liturgy.  
 

Scripture is not silent about how to practice good church music. Psalm 47:7 tells us: “Sing ye praises with 
understanding.” Variously translated as “play as an inspiration,” “sing an art song,” “play for God with all your 
art,” this verse suggests a high standard for church music, requiring both art and understanding. Psalm 33:3 
advises: “Sing unto him a new song; play skillfully with a loud noise.” Also rendered as “play the psalms well,” 

“play skillfully on the strings,” “sound 
a fanfare with all your skill upon the 
trumpet,” or simply “sing well,” again 
this verse sets a model for how we 
should try to sing or play music offered 
to God. Moreover, these verses tell us 
that music provided for those who 
worship “in spirit and truth” should be 
performed technically and artistically 
well. A poor rendering, even given in 
sincerity by a well-meaning player, 
does not fit the qualities stated in these 
verses. Moreover, if we regard the 

concepts of “art” and “understanding” set forth here, then we recognize that good church music must avoid 
superficial entertainment, subjective sentimentality, provocative sensuality, elemental passions, and trivial “easy 
listening.”  

 

From the beginning, there has been tension between the Church and music. Already in the second century A.D. 
the Church had to deal with the misuse of music. Gnosticism, a heresy which threatened to destroy the Church 
from within, grew largely through the proliferation of new hymn melodies. As a remedy, the Council of Laodicea 
(Phrygia, A.D. 360) decided to ban all newly composed hymns based on non-canonical texts, and even went so far 
as to limit psalm singing to the choir. This early example demonstrates the need for the Church to take seriously 
the quality and content of its music.  
 

The abovementioned term “inculturation” refers to the concept that the Church always adjusts its outward forms to 
the surrounding culture. This as contrasted with, say, Islam, which maintains itself without change since it was 
created in the 7th century. “Inculturation” in music, therefore, is illustrated by the fact that over the centuries, we 
have had various styles of music in the Church. In certain historical periods, inculturation works well. Joseph 
Cardinal Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) writes:  

 

M 
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The age of the Baroque ... in the Catholic and Protestant worlds, achieved an astounding unity of secular music-making with the music 
of the liturgy. It succeeded in dedicating the whole luminous power of music ... to the glorifying of God. Whether it is Bach or Mozart 
that we hear in church, we have a sense in either case of what ... the glory of God means.” (The Spirit of the Liturgy, p. 146)  

 

Nevertheless, the goal is not to reach the complexity of a Bach or Mozart; rather, the biblical standard of “art” and 
“skill” provides an unassailable foundation for the practice of church music that applies to simple as well as 
complicated music.  
 

Ratzinger uses the words “false inculturation” for the music helping to spread Gnosticism in the 2nd century. With 
this phrase, he challenges the accepted belief (No. 6 above) that the Church must uncritically adopt or inevitably 
absorb the musical culture of the time. I think we need to consider that the current state of music in many churches 
today illustrates this “false inculturation.” That is, American pop music of today in all its manifestations is utterly 
incompatible with Christian liturgy and worship. An amplified rock band in the chancel leading “praise songs” 
does not correspond to the values given in Psalms 33 and 47. Rather, it imports the base sounds and associations 
of the secular world into the Church. Without standards or oversight, things deteriorate quickly. It is beyond the 
scope of this writing to report numerous stories of false inculturation. One recent situation that comes to mind is a 
(Lutheran) church where upon entering, background music was piping out Stairway to Heaven. Ratzinger has 
another expression that fits such things: “cultural deformation.”   
 

Church music is a gift of the Holy Ghost. It functions as a higher form of proclamation of the Word. To this is 
added the infinite beauty found in inspired music—whether a simple hymn or a great mass. If we expect to 
encounter God in music, it is essential for that music to embody the beautiful, for the Church to present the 
highest, and for the worshipper to do his utmost to meet God there.  

 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 
Director of Parish Music 
 

P R A Y E R  S E R V I C E   
ON THE  

A N N I V E R S A R Y   
OF  
 
 

 
 
 
 

GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH 
Psalm 46:1 

 

Wednesday, September 11, 2013 
Sanctuary open for prayer 3–6 P.M. 

Prayer service at 6 P.M. 
 
 
 

s part of Redeemer’s continuing neighborhood outreach, a service will be held at 6 P.M. this coming 
Wednesday, September 11, the anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  Flyers, in addition to the one in 

the service bulletin, are available if you would like to share them with friends and neighbors.  
 

Please attend the short service at 6 p.m. and support your fellow members who are working hard to share the 
Good News of Christ within our community. 

A 


