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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD  FROM THE WORD 
C. F. W. Walther, our synod’s first president, delivered a timeless yet timely address in 1848 under the theme: “Why 
should and can we carry on our work joyfully although we have no power but the power of the Word?”   After 
distinguishing the theocracy of the church from the democracy of the American Republic, President Walther 
concluded with the following reflections on the power of the Word of God.  His words are especially applicable as 
we prepare and pray for our synod’s triennial convention this July.  

 

e need not fear that the secular element of a political democracy will invade the church, 
that therefrom will arise a popular government, a papacy of the people, and that we who 
are to be servants of Christ, will thereby become servants of men. How can this be an 
ungodly popular government, where the people use the rights given to them by God? 
How can this be a papacy of the people, if the priestly nation of Christians does not 
permit any man to enact laws for them in matters which God has not prescribed and is 
willing to obey the preacher of the Word unconditionally only when Christ Himself 
speaks through him, that is, when he preaches His Word? No, a disgraceful popular 
government occurs only where the people presume to prescribe to the preacher what he 
may and may not preach of God’s Word; where the people make bold to contradict the 

Word of God and to interfere in any respect with the conduct of the office according to the Word; or where the 
people claim for themselves alone the power to enact ordinances in the church, exclude the pastor from this power, 
and demand that he submit to these ordinances. Accordingly, only such a preacher is a servant of men as does not 
serve Christ faithfully because of fear of men or because of desire to please men, departs from God’s Word in 
doctrine or practice, and preachers for the itching ears of his audience. But where the pastor is given only the power 
of the Word, but its full power, where the congregation, as often as it hears Christ’s Word from the mouth of the 
preacher, receives it as the Word of God, there the proper relationship between pastor and congregation exists; he 
stands in their midst not as a hired mercenary but as an ambassador of the Most High God; not as a servant of men 
but as a servant of Christ, who in Christ’s stead teaches, admonishes, and reproves. There the apostolic admonition is 
properly observed: “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls as 
they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief, for that is unprofitable for you.” The 
more a congregation sees that he who has the rule over them in the Lord desires nothing but that the congregation be 
subject to Christ and His Word; the more it sees that he does not desire to dominate them, yes, indeed, that he 
himself with a jealous eye guards the liberty of the congregation, the more willing the congregation will become to 
hear his salutary recommendations also in matters which God has not prescribed; it will follow him in these matters 
not as a taskmaster because it must, but as their father in Christ, because they wish to do it for their own advantage. 
 

Also our synodical body has the same prospects of salutary influence if it does not attempt to operate through any 
other means than through the power of the Word of God. Even then we must expect battles, but they will not be the 
(Continued on p. 3) 
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 JULY & AUGUST  
 Senior Choirrr  . . .         8:30 A.M.  
 Divine Serviceee  . . .         9:00 A.M.  

 

            

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Dorothea Petraglia, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Melinda Leon, 
Adolf Kiefer, Melissa Ramos,, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Philip Petraglia, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine 
Fendt, Edward Pflum, Theresa Patruno, Cathy Priest, Joey Lee, Darren Pestun, Perry Goode, the Kiefer & O’Callaghan 
families, Ted & Ann Martin, Loretta Thomas, Tina Pappas, John Ciulla, Albina Buonaiuto, Michael Elliott, Lorine 
Thomas, Theresa DeSalvio, Terry Baker, Saeed Abedini, Jim Johnson, Margaret Doersch, Patricia Redden, and John W. 
Hamlin.  Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Miriam Trager.  
 

PASTOR’S NEWS & NOTES 
 

• <http://www.rlcb.org> Check it out.  Add it to your favorites.  Visit it often.  Sermons, music, the online 
edition of the Epistle, church schedule, and much, much more. 

 

• Our summer schedule commenced the first Sunday and July and will continue through September 8: Divine 
Service at 9:00 a.m. and no Sunday School or Bible Study. 

 

• One idea that I am considering for the fall is an iTunes University online Bible study.  I am very pleased that 
our St. Louis Seminary, in conjunction with several Ft. Wayne faculty, has posted numerous classes and Bible 
studies at the Concordia Seminary portal of iTunes University.  If all goes well, we can agree on a class, take it 
on our own time, and then strike up an Internet “chat room” to discuss what we learned.  For now, please check 
out iTunes University and search for “Concordia Seminary.”  Survey the classes, talk to me, and look for a sign-
up sheet in the narthex. 
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FROM THE WORD (continued) 

mean, depressing battles for obedience to human laws, but the holy battles for God’s Word, for God’s honor the 
kingdom. And the more our congregations will realize that we do not desire to employ any other power over them 
than the divine power of the Word, the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, the more will also 
our counsel find an open door among them. To be sure, those who do not love the Word will separate from us, but 
for those who love it, our fellowship will be a comforting refuge; and if they adopt our resolutions, they will not 
consider them a foreign burden imposed upon them from without but as a benefit and a gift of brotherly love, and 
will champion, defend, and preserve them as their own. 
 

ven though we possess no power but that of the Word, we nevertheless can and should carry on our work 
joyfully. Let us, therefore, esteemed sirs and brethren, use this power properly. Let us above all and in all 

matters be concerned about this, that the pure doctrine of our dear Evangelical Lutheran Church may become 
known more and more completely among us, that it may be in vogue in all of our congregations, and that it may 
be preserved from all adulteration and held fast as the most precious treasure. Let us not surrender one iota of 
the demands of the Word. Let us bring about its complete rule in our congregations and set aside nothing of it, 
even though for this reason things may happen to us, as God wills. Here let us be inflexible, here let us be 
adamant. If we do this, we need not worry about the success of our labor. Even though it should seem to be in 
vain, it cannot then be in vain, for the Word does not return void but prospers in the things whereto the Lord 
sent it. By the Word alone, without any other power, the church was founded; be the Word alone all the great 
deeds recorded in church history were accomplished; by the Word alone the church will most assuredly stand 
also in these days of sore distress, to the end of days. Even the gates of hell will not prevail against it. “For all 
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away; but the Word of the Lord endureth forever.”  Amen. 

 

(From Moving Frontiers: Readings in the History of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, pp. 175–177) 
 
FROM THE CATECHISM 
The theme for this year’s triennial convention of the LCMS is “Baptized ... for this Moment.”  The theme is 
adapted from Peter’s Pentecost sermon in Acts 2, especially verses 38–39.  So what does it mean that we are 
baptized for this moment?  Luther has the answer in the Small Catechism (emphases added): 
  

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 
t indicates that Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins 
and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and 

purity forever.  
 

Where is this written?   
t. Paul writes in Romans chapter six:  “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 

life.” (Romans 6:4) 
 
FROM THE HYMNAL 
Speaking of orthodox hymnals, our synod’s first constitution is quite clear about the prayer of the church 
teaching in the church in the following condition for being in fellowship with the Synod:  

 

he exclusive use of doctrinally pure church books and school books (agendas, hymnbooks, catechisms, 
textbooks, etc.). If it is not feasible to replace the present unorthodox humnbooks with orthodox ones in 
some congregations, the pastor of such a congregation may become a member of Synod only on the 

condition that he promises that he will use the unorthodox hymnbook only under public protest and gives 
assurance that he in all seriousness desires to bring about the introduction of an orthodox one. 
 

(From Moving Frontiers, p. 150) 
 

E 

I 

S 

T 



 4

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION 
Luther, Gerhard, Walther:  Fathers of the Lutheran Church Subscription Series, Concordia, St. Louis, MO.  

 

his comprehensive collection is not for the faint-hearted Lutheran or the casual reader, but it is worth its 
theological weight in patristic gold for those who will venture where most Lutherans have not gone before: 

into the writings of Martin Luther, Johann Gerhard, and C.  F. W. Walther.  This three-part subscription series 
includes Luther’s Works, Johann Gerhard’s Theological Commonplaces, and Walther’s Works.  Each work is 
currently in translation, with a few volumes available now, and many more to come.  Subscribers to the series will 
receive a 30% discount off the list price and even free shipping.  Please see <http://www.cph.org/churchfathers>. 
 
A PASTORAL REVIEW 
Thus far, we have heard primarily from C. F. W. Walther in this issue.  However, it is not without significance 
that the next four presidents of the synod––Friedrich Wyneken, Heinrich Schwann, Francis Pieper, and 
Friedrich Pfotenhauer––wore “Elijah’s mantle” in their doctrine and practice.  The following excerpt comes 
from Dr. Pfotenhauer’s 1892 address to the Minnesota and Dakota District on doctrine and mission.  One 
hopes that this year’s convention in St. Louis will follow the pattern of getting the message straight and then 
getting it out  N. B.: References to “synod” and “synods” refer to district conventions unless otherwise 
indiated. 
 

hen the synod [the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)] had gathered at Jerusalem, they immediately began 
to deal with the matter of doctrine.  The doctrine of Christian freedom was a burning question.  The 
debate was very lively.  Not merely a few spoke, but many did so, including congregation members.  

Peter, Paul, Barnabas, and James gave longer speeches.  From God’s Word they convincingly demonstrated that 
one must not continue to lay the yoke of Moses upon the necks of the disciples.  Salvation comes only through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All would be convinced, and they confessed the right doctrine by resolution.  
We, too, have long dealt chiefly with doctrine at synods.  We have no decided doctrinal questions according to 
majority or in respect of persons, but according to God’s Word.  At this synod, we will again deal chiefly with 
doctrine [Lehre trieben], and indeed together [we will] treat the Sixth Commandment.  It will be the most 
earnest matter we deal with.  We will acknowledge the deep corruption of original sin of all human nature and 
God’s abhorrence and horrible anger over all sins of impurity.  Precisely because of the sins against the Sixth 
Commandment, God drowned the first world and destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah by fire.  Precisely on account 
of these sins, the wrath of God will soon come upon the child of unbelief on the Last Day.  Oh, how we should 
then faithfully warn church and school against the horrible sins of the Sixth Commandment.  How we should 
keep body and soul chaste and unblemished and be blameless midst perverse generations of this world! 
 

But the first synod [i.e., the Apostolic Council] at Jerusalem dealt not only with doctrine, it also death with 
mission.  It says: “And they declared all that God had done with them” [Acts 15:4].  “And all the assembly fell 
silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done through 
them among the Gentiles” [Acts 15:12].  Also as our sessions, the mission [of the church], after the treatment of 
doctrine, takes the most time.  Our dear traveling preachers [Reiseprediger] have given their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Suffering great deprivation out on our often inhospitable prairie and in solitude in the 
wild mountains of Montana, without making much fuss, they have done the most difficult work.  They recount 
to us how the Lord has opened doors for them everywhere, and congregations have sprouted up like gardens of 
God.  By reporting this to us, they bring great joy to all the brethren.  In so doing, they move us to the holy 
determination to take the Word of God ever further and to work ever more diligently.  Indeed, last year [1891], 
unanimously decided to assist in taking the Word into the land of the heathen [i.e., among the American 
Indiana].  It was the reports of our traveling preachers that warmed our hearts and have given us courage to 
implore God that He give still more because He already has given us so much.  To be sure, it is our chief task to 
preach the Word to brethren in the faith who lived in scattered places.  But we have now done that beyond what 
anyone would have thought possible.  From Winnipeg to New Orleans, there is a string of one congregation 
after another.  Our missionaries carry the message from the east to the setting of the sun, to the Rocky 
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Memorial at St. Stephen’s in Baden, 
commemorating Mozart’s composition of 
the “Ave verum” for choirmaster Anton 
Stoll. 

Mountains and back.  To be sure, we always lack the necessary workers.  Thus the prayer of the Lord: “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few, pray the Lord of the harvest that He send workers into his fields” is 
applicable for the Church of the entire [era of the] New Testament.  And so the workers will remain few until 
the Last Day.  If we had enough workers, we wouldn’t need to pray what the Lord asks us to pray.  God desires 
our prayer that he may give us what is needed.  
 

(From At Home in the House of My Fathers, pp. 697–698) 
 

 

MOZART’S LITTLE GEM 

 

ast month the choir sang one of Mozart’s most famous works of sacred music: the motet Ave verum corpus. 
The text (given here in translation), is a hymn that may be sung in association with communion:  

 
Hail the true body, born of the Virgin Mary, Thou who truly suffered and was sacrificed on the 
cross for mankind; from whose pierced side flowed water and blood, be it a foretaste for us in the 
trial of death. 
 

Only 46 measures long, this motet is one of the shortest pieces Mozart wrote. Yet praise for this gem from the 
composer’s last year of life (1791) is lengthy and lavish. One of Mozart’s best loved works, it has been called 
“noble,” “tender,” “sublime,” and eloquent proof of Mozart’s profound religious feelings. First published in 
1808, it has since appeared in dozens of editions. Virtually every church choir—Catholic and Protestant—has 

sung it. Interestingly, despite the popularity of this piece and the centrality 
of its text to Christian doctrine, very few other settings are known.   
 

He composed it for his friend Anton Stoll (1747–1805), a schoolteacher 
and choirmaster of the parish church (St. Stephen’s) in Baden, near 
Vienna, and it was first performed there in 1791. Liturgically it belongs to 
the service of benediction in honor of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

This motet represents Mozart’s return to church music after a hiatus of 
seven years—his last work in that category was the Mass in C Minor, 
dating from 1783. It is believed that the radical reforms of liturgy and 
church music issued in 1783 by Emperor Joseph II depressed interest in 
and production of church music during that period. Motivated by 
Enlightenment principles as well as by economics, Joseph greatly reduced 
the number of church services and restricted the amount of music allowed 
to accompany masses and other liturgies.  
 

Ave verum corpus is strikingly different from Mozart’s previous sacred 
works, most of which involved larger instrumental ensembles, and several 
required vocal soloists. It perfectly conforms to the abovementioned 
Josephinian ideals in that it strives to be “unadorned, devotional, and 
easily understood.” At the same time, however, with the utmost simplicity 
and economy of means, the motet overflows with expressive depth. 
Marked sotto voce (with subdued sound) as its sole dynamic direction, it 
perfectly mirrors the text’s train of thought, conveying at once personal 

and corporate religious feeling. Simple and songlike in character, it seems to emerge artlessly from the words, 
as the ultimate expression of sacred music. It also embodies the tender suffering often found in the composer’s 
later music. Mozart’s language here seems to comprehend both the old and the new: the “old” being the ideal of 
simple choral writing advanced by Emperor Joseph II, the “new” looking ahead to the “higher form of church 
music” developed in his requiem mass.  
 

Ever the prankster, Mozart found room alongside his most profound musical creativity for the light side. His 
first letter to Anton Stoll, written in late May 1791 (shortly before the composition of Ave verum corpus), ends  
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MOZART’S LITTLE GEM  (continued) 
with the sentence: “This is the stupidest letter I’ve written in my entire life, but it’s just the thing for you.” His 
next letter to Stoll (12 July 1791) begins with a few lines of doggerel verse that jestingly characterize the 
schoolteacher as a “lump,” a “clod,” and a “drunk.”  
 

Not long after composing this motet, Mozart began work on his final composition, his requiem mass. Like the 
requiem, Ave verum corpus is about death: the sufferings and death of Christ on the cross and the coming trial 
of our own deaths. In the 27 words of this (Latin) text, we remember the Passion and pray to internalize it as we 
face mortality. Through both these pieces, Mozart leaves a living profession of faith in the Redeemer. He had 
always lived his life as a believing Christian, for whom the Last Judgment and divine mercy were absolute  

reality. Even as a freemason, he remained a steadfast Catholic, whose trust in God enabled him to write in 1787 
that “death, when we come to consider it closely, is the true goal of our existence.”  
 

At the time of his death, Mozart was poised to be appointed an assistant Kapellmeister (director of music) of St. 
Stephan’s Cathedral in Vienna. This position would have fulfilled his lifelong dream, mentioned in a letter to 
his father in 1778: “I am a composer and was born to be a Kapellmeister, and I neither can nor ought to bury the 
talent for composition with which God in his goodness has so richly endowed me.” Had he lived to take on this 
important office, no doubt he would have written much more great church music. Instead, parts of his funeral 
rites (the ecclesiastical benediction) were held in one of the chapels of St. Stephan’s.  
 

Since he was not buried in a marked grave, we may borrow for Mozart the words etched on the grave of Franz 
Schubert, who also died too young: “Die Tonkunst begrab hier einen reichen Besitz, aber noch viel schönere 
Hoffnungen” (Music buries here a rich treasure, but still more beautiful hopes). 
 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 
Director of Parish Music 

 
HELP FOR THE HOMELESS AND HUNGRY 

 

One of our members, Sandi Dunn, has reached out to a number of homeless men she passes every day.  They 
continue to need assistance. A list of suggested items is below. Mark the bag “HOMELESS,” and put it in or 
next to the blue food-pantry tub. 

 Socks  Used, good shirts/sweaters Toothbrushes/toothpaste 
 Underwear  Hats/gloves/scarves Metrocards 
 Undershirts  Water  Baby wipes 
  Adult-sized backpacks 

Gift cards to local eateries (Subway, McDonalds, etc., NO CASH) 
Snacks (single serving best––nuts, hard candy, granola bars) 

 
Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord 
will deliver him in time of trouble. Psalm 41:1 

 

We continue to support the FOOD PANTRY, hosted by our sister LCMS congregation in Corona.  The most needed items 
are underlined: 

Nonperishables 
Spanish food products (marinades, cooking oils, adobo seasoning, etc.) 

Dried beans  (1lb. bags), rice (1 lb. bags), pastas (1 lb. bags) 
Pancake mix/syrup––Cold or hot cereal 

Coffee (1 lb. or 11.5 oz. cans)––NO SODA 
Sugar (1 lb. boxes or bags)––Cake mixes/flour (1 lb. bags) 

Baby formula 
 

Canned & Jarred Products 
Juices, fruits, fruit cocktail 

Meats or fish (small canned hams, tuna, salmon) 
Pasta sauce––Jellies & jams––Baby food 


