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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

FROM THE WORD  

In addition to setting the celestial precedent for the modern GPS, the Gospel lesson for Epiphany (Matthew 
2:1–2) emphasizes Christ as the “light to lighten the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32).  C. F. W. Walther, our synod’s first 
president, comments on the meaning of the Epiphany of our Lord, traditionally celebrated on January 6. 
 

The way in which the first Gentiles were led to Christ was wonderful. In a country lying far 
to the east of Judea, probably Persia, a star appeared to several Wise Men, and God revealed 
to them that this star signified the birth of the long-expected King of grace from the Jewish 
people. At once, the Wise Men began their journey to the capital city of Jerusalem, and when 
they arrived, they asked: “Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His 
star when it rose and have come to worship Him.” King Herod immediately assembled all of 
his chief priest and scribes and asked them where, according to the Scriptures, the Messiah 
was to be born. He learned, from the Book of Micah, that the Messiah must be born in 
Bethlehem. The king then directed the Wise Men to this little city. They followed the words 
of the prophet, and behold! They found Him whom they were seeking, knelt down before 

Him, worshiped Him, opened their treasures to Him, and returned to their own country with the eternal treasure of 
this saving knowledge. 
 

Even more wonderful than the circumstances of this account is the fact that God chose to lead the Wise Men to 
Bethlehem, not exclusively by the star, but also via a detour. The Jewish king, with his chief priests and scribes, first 
had to show them from God’s Word that Bethlehem was the place where Christ could be found. We cannot imagine 
that the all-wise God would have done this without a most important reason. God wanted to show all future 
generations that He did not lead the Gentiles to His dear Son by miracles, by stars, by angels, or by some other 
extraordinary heavenly appearance. Instead, He directed them by means of men, His already existing church. We see 
from this that the mission to the Gentiles is a duty of the Church. 
 

Unfortunately, in our day, far too many people, including those who are undeniably Christians, think that the mission 
to the Gentiles, while laudable, is something they can do or not do. With so much distress in the world, they believe 
that the burden of missions should not be imposed on the Church as a potential hindrance to other important work. 
Such Christians are in error. The Christian Church is a debtor to the whole world that remains outside Christ. They 
are responsible for the lighting of the heavenly star of the Word for the poor Gentiles and leading them to 
Bethlehem. The Church is the fruitful mother out of whose womb more children should be born for God. 

 
 
 

O Jesus, King of Glory, both David’s Lord and Son! 
Thy realm endures forever, in heav’n is fixed Thy throne. 

Help that in earth’s dominions, thro’out from pole to pole, 
Thy reign may spread salvation to each benighted soul. Amen. 

 
 
 

(From God Grant It, pp. 99–100) 
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 SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE 

 
 

 Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M.  
 Sunday School . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Bible Class . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M.  
    

           
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Dorothea Petraglia, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf,  Melinda Leon, Adolf 
Kiefer, Melissa Ramos, Yean-Min Wang, Arleen Benson, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Philip Petraglia, Dennis Salmone, Terry 
Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, Beverly White, Theresa Patruno, Cathy Priest, Joey Lee, Darren Pestun, Perry Goode, the 
Kiefer & O’Callaghan families, Ted & Ann Martin, Loretta Thomas, Tina Pappas, John Ciulla, Albina Buonaiuto, Michael Elliott; 
 

Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Miriam Trager.  
 
For additions to or deletions from the prayer list: leave a message at 718-791-3490 or send an email through the “Prayers” 
section of our website, <www.rlcb.org>. 
 

MEMORIALS 
 

Donations in memory of MABEL GORRECK were made by 

 

 Sue Parks  Joe & Julia Petraglia  Anneliese Schaefer 



 3

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR (continued) 

 

FROM THE CATECHISM 
Through the years, we have occasionally provided a running commentary on key words and phrases of the six chief 
parts.  The following is a brief, bullet-point summary of the meaning of the invocation and the first article of the 
Apostles’ Creed.  
 

• When we make the sign of the cross, we remember our baptism, not our disdain for Roman Catholicism. 
• “In the name” means in the very presence of God (Gen. 4:25–27), not just talking about Him from a distance. 
• “of the Father” calls upon God as the source of our life and salvation, for the title “Father” means “source” (Gal. 
4:6). 
• “and of the Son” addresses God the Son as the male heir of God the Father, through whom we have the rights of 
sonship by faith (Gal. 4:1–7). 
• “and of the Holy Ghost” calls upon the Holy Spirit as the breath of God (Gen. 1:1) and God’s life-giving power 
(Luke 4:1). 
• “I believe” is a translation of the Latin word credo, from which the word “creed” is derived. 
• “in God” indicates the object of our faith, for faith feeds upon the Holy Trinity, not upon itself. 
• “the Father Almighty” (omnipotentem in Latin) indicates that God is all-powerful (Gen. 17:1). 
• “Maker” extols God the Father as the One who created all things (Gen. 1:1). 
• “of heaven and earth” is the Hebrew way of saying “all creation” or simply “the all,” for all things live, move, and 
have their being in God the Father (Gen. 1:1). 
 
FROM THE HYMNAL/ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
I hope you are all making regular and salutary use of the Christian Questions & Answers in the Small Catechism as 
part of your weekly preparation for the Lord’s Supper.  I also invite you to make use of the following communion 
prayers (courtesy of Zion Lutheran Church in Detroit) during the divine service. While they are fitting for any 
communion service, they are especially appropriate as a theological new year’s resolution and/or preparation for Ash 
Wednesday.  
 

Before Approaching the Altar (please kneel) 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to Your apostles, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you;” regard not my sins but 
the Faith of Your Church; and grant to her that peace and unity which is according to Your will; who lives and reigns, 
one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who by the will of the Father with the Holy Spirit has through Your death 
given life to the world; by this, Your most holy Body and Blood, deliver me from all my sins and from every evil, and 
enable me ever to abide in Your commandments, that I may never be separated from You; who lives and reigns with 
the same Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, I Your unworthy servant, presume to take Your Body and drink Your Blood; but let not this act be to 
my judgment and condemnation; rather, of Your mercy, let it preserve me in body and soul and show forth within me 
Your healing; who lives and reigns with God the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 

Before Receiving the Body of Christ 
I shall receive the bread of heaven and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy that Your should come under my roof, but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
(three times) 
 

+ May the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my soul unto life everlasting! Amen 
 

Before Receiving the Blood of Christ 
What shall I give to the Lord for all the benefits that He has given to me? I will receive the cup of salvation and call 
upon the name of the Lord. I will call upon the Lord who is worthy to be praise, so shall I be saved from my enemies. 
 

+ May the Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my soul unto life everlasting! Amen 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE HYMNAL/ON THE DIVINE LITURGY (continued) 

 

After Returning from the Altar (please kneel) 
Grant, O Lord, that what I have taken into my mouth, I may receive with a pure heart; and that this holy gift may bring 
me life eternal. 
 

Let Your Body which I have received and Your Blood which I have drunk, O Lord, cleave to my members; and grant 
that no stain of sin remain in me, whom You have refreshed with a pure and holy Sacrament; who lives and reigns 
forever and ever.  
 
PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 
 

• I am available for individual confession and absolution by appointment.  Please call me on my cell for 
spiritual needs of any sort: 718-791-3490. 
 

• My military commitment for 2013 will involve an unusually long absence during May and June.  I am 
scheduled to attend Officer Development School at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, RI, starting May 
12 and running for five weeks.  After that stretch of fun (4:30 a.m. wake up, 5:00 a.m. physical fitness training, 
etc.), I have the opportunity to Chaplain’s School (Phase I) at Ft. Jackson, SC, for four weeks.  The first of these 
is definite.  The second is tentative, pending approval from the Navy.  During this absence, the Rev. Gregory 
Dwyer will be covering services at Redeemer on all Sundays I will be absent.  Other pastors have already been 
engaged to cover all mid-week duties and emergencies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIVING NATIVITY 

 

hanks to everyone who helped with the 2012 Living Nativity, including the many generous donations to 
the Angel Fund.  A special thank you to the “two Franks,” Frank DiCarlo and Frank Krupicka, who 
contributed much time, talent, and treasure behind the scenes, making sure this year’s performance went 

forward, and working to streamline the technical aspects of the LN so that things can be done more easily in the 
future.  Also thank you to Melissa Krahn and Annette Leroux who worked hard to make this one of the best-
cast LNs in recent memory. 

 

It won’t be long before we will be celebrating 50 years of preaching the Christmas Gospel in word, ritual, and 
pageantry!  Our scenery is in need of some upgrade and repair, so please look forward to volunteering during 
the warm-weather months to paint, upgrade, and repair the sets. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

dditional thanks to all who assisted in decorating the church for the 
celebrations which began at the Feast of the  Nativity of Our Lord, and 
ended with the Feast of the Epiphany.  Untold hours of work went into 

purchasing, transporting, decorating, and putting up the wreaths, pine garlands, 
Christmas tree, and poinsettias. Thank you to those who donated plants and 
greenery, the good and faithful group which came out on the evening of 
December 20 to decorate the church, those who “undecorated” the church after 
January 6, and those who cleaned the sanctuary each time. May God bless you 
richly in this new year. Without all of these contributions the work could not 
have been accomplished.  

T 

A 
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A PASTORAL REVIEW 
I was recently surprised to receive a free copy of a most excellent book from the LCMS International Center:  
Two Wars We Must Not Lose (Concordia Theological Seminary Press, Ft. Wayne, IN, 2012) by LCMS 
Lutheran and Capitol Hill veteran, Dr. Bill Hecht.  His two-point warning is a beacon in the darkness in these 
gray and latter days.   
 

he LCMS International Center distributes free books about as often as Haley’s Comet 
comes to town, so this 544-page volume got my attention in more ways than one.  The 
primary title is given above.  The subtitle is also helpful:  What Christians Need to 
Know About Radical Islamists, Radical Secularists, and Why We Can’t Leave the Battle 
Up to Our Divided Government.  Amen!  The two wars, then, that the author believes 
we cannot lose are our the simultaneous battles against (1) radical Islam and (2) radical 
secularization.  The first was, of course, embodied and emboldened by 9/11.  The 
second currently finds it greatest victory in so-called gay marriage, a tragedy and 
travesty that might be legal at the federal level by the time this review appears in print!  
Also mentioned in the subtitle is the sobering news that the government is too divided to 
be of help in either war.   

 

The two-point battle which we now wage in the Kingdom of the Left reminds the historian of the two theatres 
of battle in World War II.  The Allies fought against Japan in the South Pacific and against Germany (and Italy) 
in Europe at the same time.  The battle stretched our resources to the limit and often seemed hopeless.  The 
price we paid to win the war was beyond measure.  But by God’s gracious providence in this world, we did win.  
Hitler killed himself.  Italy retreated.  Japan surrendered.  The remaining veterans returns home and established 
everything from the grey flannel suit to the baby boom. 
 

By God’s gracious working in both kingdoms and in both wars, the same victory can belong to the current 
generation.  The key, according to the author, is deliberate and proactive involvement in politics, including his 
vision of establishing a national LCMS office in the heart of the nation’s capital.  Also necessary are LCMS 
involvement and awareness at the local level, LCMS politicians at every level, and even cooperation in 
externals among all who believe the same doctrine (e.g., Roman Catholics and Lutherans joining forces against 
socialized health care).    
 

To be sure, Hecht’s volume is no light reading.  The print is fairly small, the thoughts are thick, and the book is 
text only.  One hopes for a reader’s edition in the near future (i.e., a shorter version with study guide) and 
maybe even a Bible study version 
with a video.  But those who are 
willing to read every word of this 
book will be shocked by what they 
discover (his stories of dealing with 
secularized presidents are especially 
gripping) and encouraged by 
Hecht’s hope for our future.  
Synodical president Matthew 
Harrison perhaps said it best:  
“Hecht calls religious citizens to 
action for the sake of the future of 
this great nation.  I for one am 
convinced.  The time to sit quietly 
while religious rights are eroded at 
pace with consequent socio-cultural 
demise is over” (p. 10).dddddddddd  
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REDEEMER  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

 
 

EVENTS 
FOR  

LENT  &  HOLY WEEK 
 
 
Feb. 13  Ash Wednesday Holy Communion  7:30 p.m. 
 The service will include the imposition of ashes on the 
 foreheads of the penitent. A soup supper will precede 
 the service at 6 p.m. All are invited! 
 

Feb. 20  Wednesday Lenten Vespers  7:30 p.m. 
to  A short (30 min.) service with a meditation.   
March 20  A soup supper will precede each service at 6 p.m. 
 
 

March 24  Palm Sunday Holy Communion  10:30 a.m. 
 The annual Palm Sunday brunch will follow the service. 
  

March 28  Maundy Thursday Holy Communion  7:30 p.m. 
 

March 29  Good Friday Service of Tenebrae  7:30 p.m. 
 A beautiful service of the Word, hymns, and choral music. 
 

March 30 Easter-Egg Hunt, Saturday, 1 p.m. 
 

March 31  Easter Sunday Festival Service 10:30 a.m. 
  
 

R E D E E M E R   L U T H E R A N   C H U R C H  
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

36-01 Bell Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361 

718-229-5770   +   www.rlcb.org 
 


