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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH        BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME XLVIII         SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER             NO. 5 
 

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

FROM THE WORD 
The church year this October dictates that Reformation will be observed on Sunday, October 28.  Since we will 
have to forego the 21st Sunday after Trinity, I offer the following reflections on faith in action from the  17th-
century pastor and theologian, Rev. Dr. Johann Gerhard, based on the gospel for Trinity XXI, St. John 4:46–54 
(the healing of the nobleman’s son).  
 

aith does not let up, even when help is not soon forthcoming.  A true believer waits for the 
right moment even if it delays “from one morning to the next” (Psalm 130:6).  Just as Jacob 
wrestled with God’s Son and said, “I will not let you go until You bless me,” so must a 
believer hold firmly to God until he receives God’s blessing.  Faith is at times like a mustard 
seed (Matthew 17:20);  it is not until the mustard seed is crushed that it properly releases its 

sharp taste.  In so wise, a believing heart when appealing for help is, as it were, crushed and squashed before 
faith is manifested in its full power.  This is the sole and only reason why God delays with His help, namely, so 
that our faith can be tested and strengthened. 
 

Moreover, faith believes in God’s Word alone, just as the nobleman believed in Christ’s words.  Even though 
outwardly no means are visible, even though all reason strives against it, faith still clings to God’s Word and 
knows that God can do more than we can possibly 
understand (Ephesians 3:20).  Even when in times of 
trial everything departs and vanished, faith alone 
must cling to the Word;  it is a Word of unshakable 
truth (John 17:17).  Whoever builds on it, builds upon 
bedrock (Matthew 7:24).  Whoever wishes to feel and 
understand things before he will believe, will not 
come to true faith. ... 
 

[T]hrough faith the Lord God is given the highest 
glory (Romans 4:20);  for by so doing one grants that 
He is true, merciful, and almighty—albeit reason and 
senses cannot fathom this.  God is also given the 
highest glory in that by faith we renounce all feeling 
and understanding.  Take the following example:  
When one is in great travail and sees no external 
deliverance, faith nonetheless gives God the glory of 
His omnipotence;  that is, He will deliver us if it is 
His gracious will.  When one is tempted by sin and sees nothing but sin and damnation within himself, then 
faith give God the glory that He is able to set right the godless and will hold faithfully to His declaration that He 
does not desire the death of one sinner.  This is then the proper faith by which to live before God (Habakuk 2:4). 
(From Postilla II:220–221) 

F 



 2
 

  THE EPISTLE  
    
VOL. XLVIII   SEPTEMBER ANNO DOMINI MMXII     OCTOBER No. 5
    
 REDEEMER  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
 Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 
  36-01 Bell Boulevard  
  Bayside, New York  11361  
  Telephone: 718-229-5770  
    
 The Rev. Brian J. Hamer, Pastor 

 

 President Dr. Annette Leroux  
 Chairman, Board of Elders Dr. Richard Schaefer  
 Director of Parish Music Dr. Jane S. Hettrick  
 Editor –– The Epistle Mrs. Flora Schaefer  
     
 THE LUTHERAN SCHOOL OF FLUSHING AND BAYSIDE 

  Telephone: 718-229-5262 
 

  
 Principal Mrs. Pia Hasselbach  

     
               
     
 SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE  
 Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M.  
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Dorothea Petraglia, Brent White, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, 
Jane Wolf,  Melinda Leon, Adolf Kiefer, Melissa Ramos, Taelyn Albert, Yean-Min Wang, Arleen Benson, Bill 
Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Philip Petraglia, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, 
Beverly White, Theresa Patruno, Cathy Priest, Joey Lee, Sarah Branch, Youcef Nardakhani, Laura Shinn, 
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Shut-ins: Debbie Lee and Miriam Trager 
 

           
 

Read past issues of the Epistle in color at www.rlcb.org!
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE CATECHISM / FROM THE HYMNAL 
Martin Luther says that in baptism the Christian has enough to study and practice for his entire life.  Rev. Dr. 
Norman Nagel, a retired teaching theologian from our St. Louis seminary, comments on how the gifts given at 
the font shape the entire Christian life, even to eternity.  
 

it or kneel beside the fonted water and listen to what it is saying:  first the words that our Lord has 
given it to say, and then all the words that these first words will pull along with them, and then the 
words that these words will pull from the cloud, the rained-on 

crowd of witnesses, and from what echoes out of the emptiness of our lives 
and the brimming fullness, and so to a quietness in which the water goes 
on blessing us as may flow then into the liturgy where our Lord has always 
more gifts to give out than we could ever have imagined.  He never runs 
dry;  our little pint-size receptacles can never hold it all.  Unfaith says a 
pint’s enough, thank you.  A pint is all I can manage, but that much I can 
manage.  Our laying on limits and our lust to have the management, to get 
our hands on the tap, are in pitiful contradiction of our Lord’s watery way 
of dealing with us;  floods of it and always more. ...  
 

And when the watery liturgy of the baptized is over, it is not over, for there 
flow the waters of life, the Lord’s river and fountain of the water of life 
flowing, enlivening us through all our days to his consummation.  Now it 
is day by day.  “In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy 
cross and say, In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.”  “The Old Adam in us be drowned and die with all sins and evil 
desires, and a new man daily emerge and arise to live before God in 
righteousness and purity forever.”  And so on to the New Jerusalem with its river of the water of life.  “On 
either side of the river the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month [always 
something more to look forward to];  and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. ... They shall 
see his face, and his name shall be on their foreheads” (Revelation 22:2, 4). 
(From Logia 21(3):11) 
 
NOTABLE AND QUOTABLE 
The August issue of the Lutheran Witness focused on ministry to the military.  By the time this issue of the 
Epistle appears in print, extra copies of the August issue of the Witness will be available in the narthex.  Rev. 
Dr. Mark Schreiber, who recently visited Redeemer, had this to say (and much more) about the work of military 
chaplains (pp. 24–25):  
 

here are no quick answers for the Gospel to do its work in the military worldview and environment;  
there are only opportunities for the chaplain to see those opportunities and exercise the courage to 
penetrate the military culture.  War is not a tidy event.  Innocents die unintentionally, and the guilt of 

unintended loss of life can be a hellish, haunting nightmare for all who engage in war.  Chaplains must listen for 
the pain and understand its root, waiting for the cross of Jesus Christ to complete its mission. 
 

There is a great personal gap of experience between the one who fights the war and one who counsels him or 
her.  The skilled chaplain doesn’t cavalierly announce the Gospel of cheap grace and instant forgiveness, make 
the sign of the cross and walk away as if he has done his job.  Instead, he seeks to understand the soul-numbing 
violence exercised in war, the certain post-traumatic stress after combat and the depth of the conflicted feelings 
and guilt involved in war.  The chaplain walks with the service member, step by gracious step, to the cross of 
Christ where God meets every soldier, sailor, airman, and marine in all their warrior pride, guilt, imperfection, 
anger and despair.  Here our gracious God in Christ speaks His firm word of unconditional love, “You are 
forgiven!”  This is the chaplain’s eternal just cause and the heart of his ministry.  
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PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 

 

+ Adult Bible Study is currently meeting at 9:30 a.m. each and every Sunday.  We are in the midst of a nine-part 
study of the OT book of Daniel.  This includes many familiar and endearing stories, such as the three men in the 
fiery furnace, the writing on the wall at Belshazzar’s feast, and Daniel in the lion’s den.  Come and learn how God 
protects and saves His elect, even when the surrounding culture is hostile.   

 

+ Sunday School convenes every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.  The emphasis in Sunday School is on Bible 
stories and is preparatory for confirmation, where the focus is primarily on the six chief parts of Christian doctrine.  

 

+ Confirmation meets every Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. at Trinity New Hyde Park.  The class is currently 
studying “Bible 101,” which is open to all students in sixth grade or older who have met with the pastor and at 
least one parent to formally enroll in the confirmation program.  “Auditors” are also welcome.  

 

+ Thursday night Bible Study at New Hyde Park is currently studying a book by Dr. Eric von Fange entitled 
the Genesis World.  This meaty volume, written by a retired science prof from the Concordia University system, 
explores ancient history, dinosaurs, creation, evolution, and other topics that deal in some way with the context 
and content of the book of Genesis.  Class begins at 7:30 p.m. at 5 Durham Road, just east of Lake Success 
Shopping Center.  

 

+ The first meeting of the Lutheran Confessions Study for the 2012/2013 year will be Monday, September 24,  
7:30 p.m. at the  parsonage (78-47 222nd St., Oakland Gardens). All are welcome to join this lively and convivial 
class, which generally meets on the last Monday night of the month.  

 
 

+ The LSF&B Chapel Choir will hold a bake sale fundraiser after church on September 9.  Please enjoy coffee 
and homemade baked goods, all provided and baked by the members of the Chapel Choir.  The choir is also 
asking for donations to support the annual Service of Epiphany Lessons & Carols on January 6, 2013, 5:30 p.m. 
 

           
  
 
 
 

Bayside School Gets Gifted and Talented 
An recent article about LSF&B by reporter Phil Corso from the August 24 Bayside Times/Little Neck Ledger 
(submitted by Sue Parks). 
 

 new gifted and talented program at the Lutheran School of Flushing and Bayside is ready to launch in 
September for kindergarten students. A Bayside private school listened to public demand and spent the 
past year developing its first gifted and talented program, modeled closely to the style offered throughout 

the city in order to revive its weak enrollment numbers. 
 

For the first time, the Lutheran School of Flushing and Bayside will implement a kindergarten gifted and talented 
program in the first of three phases until students through eighth-grade can participate. Warren Castellani, the 
head of school, said this offered a unique opportunity for Bayside parents looking to put their kids in a program 
not often used in the private school realm. “We decided to stop competing with public and Catholic schools and 
find our own little niche market,” Castellani said. “Our goal is to get as close to the city programs as possible so a 
parent can come from a public school and transition into our program easily.” 
 

By ushering in a gifted and talented program for students from nursery school through eighth-grade over the next 
three or four years, Castellani said he would be able to hire more instructors and provide a more lengthy classroom 
agenda with more trips, projects and technology. “Our school has been struggling with smaller enrollment in the 
higher grades,” Castellani said, adding that only seven students were registered for the school’s eighth-grade 
program. “We are trying to figure out how to fulfill our mission.” Since working to implement the program at the 
kindergarten level, Castellani said he already hired an additional instructor to his staff.  “Because the kids are 
already eager and anxious to learn, we should be able to get through lessons in less time,” Castellani said. “We 
will be able to expand on our programs. Teachers will have more time to take the kids a little farther.” 
 

A 
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According to the city Department of Education, gifted and talented programs take regular coursework and revamp 
lessons for students with an exceptional academic ability. In gifted and talented programs, students are grouped 
with like-minded peers and typically experience an accelerated curriculum. 
 

Castellani said the Lutheran school, at 36-01 Bell Blvd., gauged public input by interviewing residents up and 
down Bell last year, asking what parents were looking for in a gifted and talented program. Lutheran’s arts- and 
technology-based program will begin for kindergartners in September with 18 seats—half of which have already 
been enrolled, Castellani said. By starting small, the head of school said the program will be watched closely so it 
may grow and adjust accordingly to match the standards of the similar city programs. The program will then be 
extended in the coming years all the way through eighth-grade. “We want to take this slowly and make sure it is 
all done correctly,” Castellani said. 
 

Interested parents can either bring their child’s city gifted and talented test scores above 90 percent to the Lutheran 
school or have the youngster tested on site to determine if he or she is eligible for enrollment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 
 
 
 

The RUMMAGE SALE is Coming!!! 

 

Saturday, October 27, 9:30 A.M.–4 P.M. 
Volunteers to set up Friday, October 26, 3–6 P.M. 

Drop off Donations Friday P.M. 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

OBSERVED SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2012 
 
 

e Lutherans are the only church which sets aside a special feast day to thank God for the blessings of the 
Reformation.  Reformation Day, October 31, commemorates the date in 1517 on which the blessed Dr. 
Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, protesting the wicked 

sale of forgiveness of sins known as indulgences (see illustration below).  The Church of Rome was not willing to 
repent of this and other evils, and those who desired––often at the peril of their lives––to have the Gospel rightly 
taught and the Sacraments rightly administered were forced to separate themselves from Rome. 

 

Having recaptured the Biblical doctrine of justificaton by grace through faith, ours 
was a conservative reformation.  Unlike the radicals who threw out everything––
including the Sacraments––the Lutheran churches tested all things against Holy 
Scripture, and retained that which was good, helpful, and beautiful: art, music, 
vestments, liturgy, chanting, incense, crucifixes, and the Church Year, to name a 
few.  As the heirs of the early church, these things are ours by right.  Let us 
jealously guard Word and Sacraments and celebrate this legacy, giving thanks to 
God for the blessings He has showered upon the Church through faithful leaders. 

W 
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A PASTORAL REVIEW 
BOOK RECOMMENDATION 
David F. Wells, Above All Earthly Pow’rs:  Christ in a Postmodern World, Eerdmans, 2005. 
 

his is the fourth and final volume in a decade-long series of books by New England theologian, David F. 
Wells (the author, not the baseball player, in case you were wondering):  No Place for Truth (1993), God 
in the Wasteland (1994), Losing Our Virtue (1998), and finally this volume (which is able to stand on its 

own) to complete his series on Christ and culture.  Skillfully combining his prowess as a theologian with 
cultural studies, Wells applies the Word of God to three currents that have combined to create a tidal wave of 
change in our society. 
 

First, American culture is “morally spiritually adrift and in this it is no different from the other Western 
countries” (4).  Wells draws striking parallels, for instance, between an ancient teaching known as gnosticism 
and the modern obsession with the self.  In the second century, the church battled against a false teaching of 
self-knowledge (gnosis) that encouraged followers to discover their own potential through the attainment of 
some sort of secret knowledge.  (St. Paul criticizes these teachings in the book of I Corinthians, especially chap. 
15).  Today, modern gnosticism is evident in the pursuit of self-knowledge, self-realization, and of course, self-
esteem.  The result, according to the author, is that “theology is [considered to be] nothing other than 
anthropology” and people are believed to stumble and fall “not because of sin, but because of ignorance” (141).  
The faithful church, however, teaches that theology is talk about God, that people are dying sinners in a dying 
world, and that it is only through forensic justification (i.e., forgiveness that comes from outside the self) that 
we are redeemed.   
 

Second, the rise of radical Islam is “a reminder of the West’s growing ethnic and religious complexity” (4).  
Over a decade after 9/11, “[m]osques, landmarks that once seemed confined to the Middle East, can now be 
seen side by side with church in America, though much of the practice of Islam is also invisible to most 
people.”  Moreover, numerous cults and sects––supposedly adding a new cult or sect nearly every week––has 
created a new circumstance.  “This means that the relation of Christ to non-Christian religions ... is no longer a 
matter of theorizing from a safe distance but rather a matter of daily encounter in the neighborhoods, in schools, 
at work, at the gas station, and at the supermarket” (5).  In other words, the church is called to teach classes on 
world religions (join us for one in Lent 2013), critically engage the culture, and be faithful in our proclamation 
of one incarnate Truth.  

 

Third, in the church, “Evangelicalism, now much absorbed by the arts and tricks of marketing, is simply not 
very serious anymore” (4).  Those of you who were in church on August 12 (Trinity X) may recall my summary 
of Wells’s findings on church marketing, i.e., turning the church into a spiritual shopping mall.  Following the 
pace set by Willow Creek Community Church (Chicago area) and their food court that doubles as a narthex, 
churches have opened everything from fast-food stands to a sidewalk bistro to a sauna.  One church in Florida 
decided to stop imitating the shopping the mall and actually opened its own mall, including a pasta shop called 
“Angel’s Hair.”  These efforts are designed to attract white, upscale, suburban families to church.  They do not 
work in the city or the ghetto, in a rural setting, or in other countries.  No wonder Wells criticizes church 
marketing as “making the Church seem desirable for reasons that have nothing to do with worship, biblical 
knowledge, or service” (287).  By contrast, in the Scriptures “[t]he gospel calls for the Church to exhibit in itself 
that fact that what typically divides people has been overcome in Christ” (296).  
  

In order to read Wells from a Lutheran perspective, one need simply insert the phrase “and sacraments” when 
he speaks of the Word of God, “faithfulness” where he talks about authenticity, and “Lutheran church” when he 
speaks of the church in general.  (The book does not discuss election, so this theological divide between 
Lutheran theology and Presbyterian teaching is not an issue in this volume.)  This book should be of 
tremendous value to anyone who ponders the place of Christ and His Gospel in the post-9/11 world in which we 
live.  The author brings Christ to bear on a so-called “spiritual” world (125f), a meaningless world (177f), and a 
decentered world (233f)  In all aspects of His study of the Word and its application to the world, David F. Wells 
has succeeded in showing how God the Father has put all things under the feet of Him who is above all earthly 
powers. 

T 



 7

                                        
 

SUPPER CLUB 

 

Redeemer Night Out 

 

Westchester Broadway Dinner Theater 
Sunday, September 30, 5:00 PM 

 

See the musical “CAN CAN” 
and enjoy a wonderful dinner 

 
 

Tickets $71.oo per person 
(includes show, dinner, tax, and tip) 

 

The number of tickets is limited,  
so see Ellie Kehoe for reservations as soon as possible. 
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P R A Y E R  S E R V I C E   
ON THE  

A N N I V E R S A R Y   
OF  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THAT WE MAY LEAD A QUIET & PEACEABLE LIFE  
I Timothy 2:2 

 

Tuesday, September 11, 2012 
Sanctuary open for prayer 3–6 P.M. 

Prayer service at 6 P.M. 
 
 
 

s part of Redeemer’s continuing neighborhood outreach, a service will be held at 6 P.M. this coming 
Tuesday, September 11, the anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  Flyers, in addition to the one in the 

service bulletin, are available if you would like to share them with friends and neighbors.   

 

Please attend the short service at 6 P.M. and support your fellow members who are working hard to share the 
Good News of Christ with in community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
edeemer continues to support the food pantry, and a blue tub is available at the foot of the narthex stairs to 
accept donations.  You may take a yellow card from the container above the food tub, or see the list below for 
what is needed.  Thanks to all who have given or volunteered their support. 
 

Nonperishables 
 

Spanish food products (marinades, cooking oils, 
adobo seasoning, etc.) 
Dried beans (1 lb. bags) 
Rice (1 lb. bags); pastas (1 lb. bags) 
Pancake mix/syrup 
Coffee (1 lb. or 11.5 oz. cans): NO SODA 
Sugar (1 lb. boxes or bags) 

Cold or hot cereal 
Cake mixes/flour (1 lb. bags) 
Baby formula 
 

Canned & Jarred Products 
 

Juices, fruits, fruit cocktail  
Meats or fish (small canned hams, tuna, salmon) 
Pasta sauce; Jellies & jams; Baby food 

 

A 

R 


