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VOLUME XLVIII                 MAY AND JUNE                              NO. 3 
 

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

FROM THE WORD 

This issue of the Epistle encompasses the Fifty Great Days, which includes several Sundays after Easter, 
Ascension Day, and the Feast of Pentecost.  This issue will address all three facets of this festive season, 
starting with four benefits of the Ascension of our Lord. 
 

[First] In Psa. 68:19, [Christ] (as a victorious conquerer) captured captivity, that is to say, [He captured] sin, death, 
devil, and hell, all of which had held us captive.  Through His resurrection, He overcame them all; and, through His 
victorious Ascension, He celebrated His triumph over them.  In Col. 2:15, He stripped naked the princedoms and the 
authorities, and by Himself He publicly marched them in a parade. 

 

[Second] Christ went up as the powerful One who breaks through (Mic. 2:13):  One who breaks through shall 
ascend before Him.  They shall break through and go in and out of the door, and their King shall go before them with 
the Lord in front. 

 

[Third] Christ ascended up to heaven as a gracious Mediator and Advocate.  Rom. 8:34: Christ is at the right hand 
of God and intervenes on our behalf.  I John 2:1–2:  And though someone sins, we have an advocate spokesman with 
the Father, Jesus Christ—who is righteous.  And He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, but not only for ours, but for 
the whole world.  Heb. 8:1–2:  He sits at the right hand upon the throne of majesty in heaven, and is a Caretaker of 
the heavenly blessings and the true Tabernacle which God—not man—has established.  Heb. 9:24: For Christ did 
not enter into the Holy Place which was made with hands (which is a reflection of the true One), but into heaven 
itself in order to now appear before God’s face on our behalf. 

 

[Fourth] Christ ascended up to heaven in this manner in order that He 
might seat our nature in the highest glory and dignity.  For Christ is our 
Head, we are members of His body, bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh 
(Eph. 5:23, 30).  What now has been fulfilled for the Head, for that the 
members also may hope.  And where I am, there also shall be my servants, 
He says in John 12:26.  And once again in John 14:2: I am going away in 
order to prepare a place for you.  Thus in the same way that the Son of God 
came down from heaven and became true Man, so also He consequently 
ascended up to heaven in His assumed flesh so that He could exalt us.  
That’s why St. Paul very reassuringly states in Eph. 2:6: And, God the Father 
has resurrected us along with him, Christ, and has along with Him also 
seated us in the heavenly existence with Christ Jesus, etc.  This is an 
inexpressible comfort; for just as surely as Christ has actually ascended up to 
heaven, so most assuredly shall also all those who cling to Him in true faith 
someday follow him into heaven.  
(From Johann Gerhard, Postilla I, pp. 422–426)   
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 SUNDAY SERVICE  SCHEDULE  
 Divine Service . . . 10:30 A.M.  
 Sunday School . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Bible Class . . .   9:30 A.M.  
 Senior Choir . . .   9:15 A.M.  

 
 

           
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Dorothea Petraglia, Brent White, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane 
Wolf,  Melinda Leon, Adolf Kiefer, Melissa Ramos, Taelyn Albert, Yean-Min Wang, Arleen Benson, Bill Hundt, 
Marcia McHugh, Philip Petraglia, Connie Cahn, Dennis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, 
Beverly White, Theresa Patruno, Cathy Priest, Joey Lee, Sarah Branch, Youcef Nardakhani, Laura Shinn, Darren 
Pestun, Izabel Serafin, Perry Goode, and the Kiefer family;  
 

Shut-ins: Doris Colvin, Debbie Lee, and Miriam Trager.  
 

           
 

MEMORIALS 

 

A donation in memory of Lucy Buffamonte’s brother-in-law was made by Joe & Julia Petraglia. 
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FROM THE CATECHISM 
On Whitsunday, the Feast of Pentecost, May 27, we will confirm one of our youth in the faith and rejoice with 
him as he receives his first communion.  This is a fitting time to remember that Luther’s Small Catechism is a 
handbook of Christian doctrine for our entire lives.  Here are just a few of the questions that catechumens are 
expected to answer.  Are you smarter than a fifth grader? 
 

Recall 
1. Name the Six Chief Parts of the faith.  Explain the logic of their order.  Contrast Luther’s order with those of 
the medieval catechisms that Luther knew as a young boy. 

 

2. Pray the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer without their meanings.   

 

3. Pray the Bible verses that are foundational for baptism, confession, and the Lord’s Supper. 

 

4. Pray the entire catechism by heart, the catechist asking the questions and the catechumen replying with the 
correct answers. 
 

Comprehension 
5. Walk through the “Daily Prayer” section of the catechism.  If you follow Luther’s instructions to the letter, how 
many times a day will you pray the Lord’s Prayer?  Explain how prayer envelopes every day of the Christian life 
and describe the strengths and weaknesses of your own prayer life.   

 

6. Walk through the “Table of Duties” section.  What four estates of the 
Christian life are described here?  Why are they important? 

 

7. Pray the “Christian Questions with their Answers” section of the 
catechism. How does this serve as a review of the Six Chief Parts?  What is 
the meet and salutary use of this section of the catechism in your 
sacramental piety? 
 

Systematics 
8. What are the two defining focal points of Lutheran theology?  How does 
each differ from Roman Catholic teaching?  How does each differ from 
mainline Protestant teaching? 

 

9. What is the basic structure of the divine service?  How does the structure 
reflect the two defining focal points of Lutheran theology?  What are the 
ordinaries of the divine service?  What are the propers?  How do the 
ordinaries and propers present a balance of stability and variety? 
 

10. What is confirmation?  Why is it important?  Does it have any meaning 
apart from baptism? What are you pledging to do in your confirmation?  
What is meant by the phrase “means of grace”?  What does it mean to faithfully participate in the means of grace? 
 
FROM THE HYMNAL 
One of the texts that we often hear sung by our capable adult choir during the Fifty Great Days is the Victimae 
Paschali, a sequence hymn (i.e., a hymn with stanzas that can be repeated with the same music) for Easter 
Sunday.  The following meditation on this text will aid our understanding of this gem from our treasury of 
hymns.  The hymn itself is cited in quotes throughout this article. 
  

 raise the Paschal victim, sacrificed for Christians.  The Lamb redeemed the sheep: Christ the innocent one 
has reconciled sinners to the Father.”  Here we see the Christ as our Passover Lamb, the One who was slain 
on the cross and is now eaten in the Lord’s Supper.   In the epistle lesson for Easter Sunday, St. Paul says 

that “Christ, our Passover is sacrificed for us.”  Some of you have heard this passage translated as “Christ, our 
Passover Lamb is sacrificed for us.”  However, the original language of the New Testament actually says 
“Christ our Passover.”  I would suggest that the reference to Christ as our Passover (not just as our Lamb) 
means that Christ is our entire Passover.  He is the great I AM, who sees our plight of sin and death and resolves 
to save us by His own death; He is our Moses, who leads us out of the Egypt of our sin; He is our Aaron, our 

P 
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FROM THE HYMNAL (continued) 

 

Great High Priest who ever prays and intercedes for us; He is our Red Sea, for He is in the waters of baptism; 
He is our manna in the wilderness, our daily sustenance of word and sacrament for our faith and life; and He is 
our Joshua, the One who leads us through the Jordan of death to the promised land of heaven.  
 
 

This hymn then proclaims Christ as the victorious One:  “Behold the duel, as death and life struggle: the Prince 
of Life once dead, now reigns alive.”  This is called the Christus Victor theme, “Christ the victorious One.”  It 
was a mighty battle between life and death as Jesus went to the cross to die our death.  On our own, we could 
not defeat the powers of darkness.  When Satan claimed us as his own through Adam’s sin, we were doomed to 
be conceived in sin and to die eternally.  But Christ became one of us, defeated death by His own death, and 
proclaimed the victory of the cross through His resurrection.  Satan is defeated, Christ is triumphant, and we are 
the beneficiaries of His sacrifice.  As Martin Luther’s Easter hymn puts it, “It was a strange and dreadful strife 
when Life and Death contended; The victory remained with Life, The reign of Death was ended; Holy Scripture 
plainly saith that Death is swallowed up by Death, His sting is lost forever.  Hallelujah!” (TLH 195.2). 
 

Echoing the Easter Gospel (St. Mark 16:1–8), this text inquires of the first eyewitness of the empty tomb, Mary: 
“Tell us, Mary, what did you see in the way?  I saw the sepulcher of the living Christ and I saw the glory of the 
resurrected One: the angelic witness, the grave cloths, and his garments.  Christ my hope is risen, he goes before 
you to Galilee.”  Recall from the Old Testament that events must be substantiated by two or three witnesses, 
especially in the courts.  So this text inquires of Mary what she saw in the way to the tomb.  She then replies 
with positive and negative evidence of the resurrection.  On the negative side, see what’s not there: the body of 
Christ, the seal on the tomb, and the Roman guard.  On the positive side, see what is there: the shroud, the 
napkin, and the angel.  This is the glory of the resurrected One, that He would leave death and the grave behind 
and go before His disciples into Galilee.  Mary confirms it first, along with a host of eyewitnesses that bear 
witness to this day: the other Mary’s, Salome, the 11 disciples, 500 others, St. Paul, and many, many more.  
 

And so it is that, in the history of this sequence hymn, our fathers in the Middle Ages would have three men, 
somewhat ironically representing the three Mary’s, process to the altar on Easter Sunday to sing this text as a 
dialogue.  This reminds us that we join the liveliest conversation in the history of the world on Easter Sunday 
and every Sunday.  For we boldly proclaim, “We know that Christ truly has risen from the dead.”  So praise the 
Paschal victim!  For here we join with all the faithful in heaven and on earth to exclaim that sins are forgiven, 
death is conquered, and life has come.    

 

 “Thou King victorious, have mercy on us.”  Amen. 
 
  

PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 

 

● Thanks to everyone who worked together to make our Holy Week rich in grace.  Thanks to Dr. Hettrick and 
the choir for their diligent work in the music department.  Gratitude to the altar guild for accommodating all the 
customs of Holy Week, including the stripping of the altar.  Thanks to Joe and Julia and their crew for a 
wonderful Palm Sunday brunch; and thanks to Brenda and her Easter Egg Hunt staff for handling over 100 
children and parents on Holy Saturday.  Well done! 

 

● My naval chaplaincy is up and running.  I am preaching the Gospel at Ft. Schuyler, just on the other side of 
the Throggs Neck Bridge.  I am also flex drilling, i.e., serving the troops on days other than the usual Saturday-
Sunday combination.  (For example, I recently drilled Friday/Saturday.)  I have also requested dates for active 
duty (AT) training and am awaiting answers from the Navy.   

 

Redeemer will welcome the Rev. Mark Schreiber, from the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces, on the first 
Sunday in May.  He will host an informational meeting about military chaplaincy after church.  Chaplain 
Schreiber will discuss the blessings and challenges of reaching out to those who risk all that we might have all.  
He served for several years in the Navy, both as a reservist and on active duty, so he is well equipped to answer 
our questions. 
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THE FEAST  
oF THE HOLY 

TRINITY 
Sunday, June 3  

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES (continued) 

 

● Youth Catechism continues to meet every Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
New Hyde Park.  Adult Catechism and individual confession and absolution both meet with me by 
appointment.  Please call me as needed on my cell, 718-791-3490. 

 

● Adult Bible Study meets every Sunday morning in the science lab (upstairs in the school, south end of the 
hall) at 9:30 a.m.  The class is currently studying the Resurrection from every possible angle: Old Testament, 
New Testament, preaching and hearing, etc.  During June, we will explore a lesser known part of the life of 
Luther: Luther as parish pastor.  

 

● Lutheran Confessions Study, studying the Formula of Concord, meets on the last Monday of the month at 
7:30 p.m. in the parsonage (222 Street); next meeting May 28.  The study guide, I Believe, is available in the 
narthex. All are welcome.  
 

SPRING PLANTING 
 

As the warm days of summer approach, it is time to pitch in to beautify the grounds 
around God’s House.  Soon you will be invited to join in planting annual flowers in 
the beds around the church.  If you don’t know anything about horticulture, don’t 
worry, experienced gardeners will be there to provide guidance.  Who knows?  You 
may just learn something that will help you in your own garden or with your own 
houseplants.  Stay tuned for the announcement of the date. 

 

Even if you can’t be there that day, there will be ample opportunities to get dirty––weeding and watering goes 
on all summer.  Each Friday at 4 P.M., Flora and Richard Schaefer will be hosting the now cosmically famous 
“Gardening with the Schaefers.” 

 

Whether we realize it or not, the way the Redeemer looks on the outside sends a strong message to our 
neighbors about our respect for our Lord and His Church.  If you can’t garden, you can still help out.  As you 
enter or leave the building, if you see a candy wrapper, please pick it up.  If everyone disposed of just one piece 
of litter, Redeemer’s grounds would be immaculate, and the gardening volunteers would be able to concentrate 
on making things even more beautiful. 
 

 
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD  

Thursday, May 17 
Observed Exaudi Sunday, May 20 

 
 
 

WHITSUNDAY 
THE FEAST OF pENTECOST 
Sunday, May 27 
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MEMORY VERSES 
We are all familiar with various rhymes and poems that help us remember certain facts. Perhaps the most 
famous of these is “Thirty days hath September.” What makes the following verses novel for our over-
secularized age is that they are a poem that helps the reader/memorizer remember the names and order of the 
Sundays of the church year from Lent through Pentecost.  Say Quasimodogeniti to the average Lutheran today, 
and you will probably receive a puzzled look.  The other item of interest, outside the content, is the importance 
of the poet.  In German-speaking lands and beyond, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749–1832), is a towering 
figure: author, poet, scientist, academic, and diplomat; equivalent to our Shakespeare, Isaac Newton, and 
Benjamin Franklin rolled into one. Based on the identity of the poet, rather than the subject, the poem has been 
set to music a number of times.  That Goethe, a man indifferent and even hostile to the faith, would consider this 
an item on which to expend effort, suggests the centrality of the church year in Western culture, something 
subsequent generations seem to be working hard to eliminate.  
 

The rhyming translation is one I found online, with a few tweaks from me.  The typography is my own, it 
roughly  follows the old convention of differentiating between Latin and German by printing the former in a 
Roman font (in this case the font is called “Caligula”), and the latter in blackletter. For ease of reading, I used 
Times New Roman for the German. ––Richard Schaefer, chairman, board of elders 

 
VERSUS MEMORIALES 

 

INVOCAVIT wir rufen laut; 
REMINISCERE o wär' ich Braut! 
Die OCULI geh'n hin und her; 
LAETARE drüber nicht so sehr! 
O JUDICA uns nicht so streng! 
PALMARUM streuen wir die Meng'. 
Auf Ostereier freu'n sich hie 
Viel QUASIMODOGENITI. 
MISERICORDIAS brauchen wir All', 
JUBILATE ist ein seltner Fall. 
CANTATE freut der Menschen Sinn, 
ROGATE bringt nicht viel Gewinn. 
EXAUDI uns zu dieser Frist, 
SPIRITUS, der du der letzte bist. 

HE SHALL CALL we loudly say; 
REMEMBER, I hope for my wedding day! 
The EYES go both to-and-fro; 
REJOICE it’s nothing to celebrate so! 
Oh JUDGE us not so strictly! 
PALMS we are scattering thickly! 
Easter eggs are greeted with pleasure  
AS NEWBORN BABES without measure. 
MERCY and grace we all of us need, 
To BE JOYFUL is a rare thing indeed. 
SINGing makes for a happy mood; 
SUPPLICATION brings not too much good. 
HEAR our prayers at this time, please, 
PENTECOST, you are the last of these.

 
 

       
 

MAY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY MAY 20 
AFTER THE SERVICE 
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Palm Sunday 
Brunch 

 
 

There was an excellent turnout for the annual brunch this 
past Palm Sunday (April 1), as the attendees 
displayed their appreciation for the beautiful meal and 
the opportunity to enjoy each others’ company after 
receiving the good things of God in the worship service 
that morning. 
 
Our new Redeemer tradition has been a departure from 
the usual pancakes, and each egg dish prepared displayed 
creativity and offered a personal touch.  Julia and I were 
overjoyed by the entire experience, and want to extend 
our sincere thanks to everyone for all their efforts, as we 
all worked so well together in our service to the Lord and 
his people.   
 
   Your brother in Christ,  
   Joe Petraglia, elder 
 


