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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE CATECHISM / FROM THE HYMNAL 
January 6 is the traditional date in the church year to celebrate the visit of the Magi (St. Matthew 2:1–12).   The 
following hymn meditation on TLH 127 will introduce the Epiphany of our Lord and do triple duty in 
expounding the Word, the catechism, and the hymnal.  

 
1. As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led by Thee! 

 

he star over Bethlehem was the original GPS––a satellite-guided positioning system 
that saved men from stopping to ask for directions, and took them right to their 
destination.  The Magi or Wise Men no doubt studied astrology as part of their 
education, so star gazing was part of their very being.  But this star was different, for 
it was uniquely positioned by the Creator Himself to reveal the Christ to the Gentiles.  
No wonder the hymn says that “with joy they hailed its light,” for here was a true 
epiphany, a physical star to guide these scholars to the greater Star of Jacob, Christ 

Himself.  And what about us?  Many people are still being led by the stars, but in an unholy and unhealthy way.  
It’s called astrology, literally “the discourse of the stars,” embodied, of course, in the daily horoscope.  It is not 
to be confused with astronomy, “the distribution of the stars,” such as gazing at the Big Dipper and joining the 
Psalmist to marvel at God’s creation.  I don’t know how influenced modern slaves to the horoscope are by the 
episode in Matthew 2.  But whenever someone asks me for my sign, I always hope that they’re just teasing.  
Our days and our deeds have not been ordered by the stars, but by the Lord who leads us by His Word.  It is 
ironic that the antagonist in this Gospel lesson, Herod the Great, went to the right source to discover the place 
where Jesus was to be born: the Word of God.  He asked the chief priests and the scribes to explore the external 
Word of God, albeit for evil purposes.  And so it is for us.  We do not follow the stars, although we rejoice in 
them as part of God’s good creation.  We have something even better: the Divine Word of God, to lead us in the 
path of righteousness all the days of our lives. 
 

2. As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before Thee whom heav’n and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet ever seek Thy mercy seat! 

 

The Wise Men made an incredible journey, one that might have taken up to four years of their life.  You do the 
math:  Herod killed all the baby boys in Bethlehem under two years old, based on the time the wise men said 
the star first appeared.  This implies a two-year trip to Bethlehem.  Then they had to re-check their luggage, go 
through another security check, and return home by a different route.  Assuming two more years to go home, 
that’s a four-year sabbatical to see a boy in Bethlehem.  Imagine how that looked to their supervisors: top 
(Continued on page 3) 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE CATECHISM / FROM THE HYMNAL (continued) 
 

 

scholars need eight semesters (including summers) of paid leave (including travel expenses) to find a poor 
Jewish boy in a cow-town named Bethlehem!  And yet they went with joyful steps, risked their lives by 
speaking to Herod (he killed anyone who threatened his throne), and identified the boy Jesus as the Lord of 
heaven and earth.  Then the hymn writer anchors this story at the cross: “So may we with willing feet ever seek 
Thy mercy seat!”  Recall the mercy seat of the Old Testament, the place atop the Ark of the Covenant that was 
quite literally the seat or place of God’s mercy.  For from the mercy seat, based on the bloody sacrifices at the 
altar, God forgave the sins of the repentant and made Israel holy before Him.  The mercy seat was fulfilled in 
the cross, the place where God’s ultimate mercy was manifest in His Son’s sacrifice.  And we seek that mercy 
seat every time we plead for mercy before God’s throne.  Here, in the divine liturgy, we stand before God with 
clean hands and a pure heart, receiving the gifts of His lovingkindness.  So with willing feet we come to church 
at any hour of the day or night, for Christ is here, revealing Himself to us.  
 

3. As they offered gifts most rare at Thy cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasure bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King! 

 

his stanza extols the gifts the Magi gave to the Holy Family.  The scene of richly costumed sages entering 
the house (rather than the manger) at Bethlehem and falling down before the boy Jesus (rather than the baby) 

has been the stuff of paintings, pageants, and Epiphany celebrations since the earliest days of the church.  See 
the “Great Reversal”!  Sages from afar, leading scholars 
and gurus of their day, worship a young boy of poor 
Jewish roots, growing up in a borrowed home in 
Bethlehem!  And they gave Him the finest gifts of their 
country: gold, the most precious metal of them all; 
frankincense, a fine incense that was stuff of royalty; and 
myrrh, a costly ointment that was fit for the King of Kings.  
Our hymn of the day uses one quality of these gifts as a 
hinge to our own worship of Christ: “pure and free from 
sin’s alloy.”  According to the custom of the day, 
silversmiths would refine precious metals by melting them 
down and then looking at their reflection in the liquid.  
Once they could see a perfect image of their own face, 
they knew the metal was pure.  So it is for us.  We come 

before God as sinners, full of the alloy of sin, tainted with our false gods, and not worthy to stand in the 
presence of our King.  But through repentance, He purifies us as a refiner of silver by killing everything in us 
that is not a perfect reflection of Christ and giving us His own righteousness. 

 

4. Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 

his stanza deals with how God comes to His people in the Old Testament, the New Testament, and finally in 
eternal life.  The hymn writer mentions the cloud, which recalls the journey of ancient Israel in the 

wilderness.  To this we could add the fire that led Israel by day, the manna in the wilderness, and the various 
revelations through the prophets.  Moreover, God came to Old Testament Israel through circumcision, 
preaching/Word, and the Passover meal.  These were God’s “means of grace” in the Old Testament, the ways 
that He came to His people to keep them in the narrow way, and to bring their ransomed souls through this life 
to eternal life.  In the New Testament, however, He no longer comes by fire, cloud, or even by the star over 
Bethlehem.  He now comes to us in baptism, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Here, though hidden from our  

T 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE CATECHISM / FROM THE HYMNAL (continued) 

 

eye, He is fully revealed by faith.  By faith we know that baptism is an epiphany, for it reveals Christ to the 
nations.  Preaching is an epiphany, for it preaches Christ to our ears and tells us of His person and work.  The 
Lord’s Supper is an epiphany, for it delivers the very body and blood of Christ into our mouths.  Finally, when 
earthly things are past, He will bring our ransomed souls at last, “Where they need no star to guide, where no 
clouds Thy glory hide.”  But whether God is coming to us in the Old Testament means, the New Testament 
means, or simply abiding with us in the chambers of heaven, the common theme is this: God’s deepest desire is 
to live with us, where we may worship Him and enjoy Him forever. 

 

5. In the heavenly country bright need they no created light; 
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, Thou its Sun which goes not down. 
There forever may we sing alleluias to our King!  

 

his stanza describes what we call “eschatological hope,” the Christian’s desire for the final consummation of 
the Gospel in the heavenly life of the blessed.  There we will need no created light, for Christ, the light of 

the world, will be our eternal Light.  He will be our Joy, for the joys of heaven know no limit.  He will be our 
crown, for He who endured the crown of thorns has stored up for us the crown of eternal life.  He will be our 
sun, the sun that never sets.  In short, God has promised to lavish not mere things but chiefly Himself on the 
people He created and re-created in His own image.  And what will we do in eternity?  “There forever may we 
sing / Alleluias to our King!”  On earth, we join the heavenly choir for a while, every time we worship Him in 
spirit and in truth.  Then we must return to the valley of the shadow of death.  But in heaven, we will join the 
heavenly choir of angels, archangels, and all the company of heaven to worship Him without end, singing 
“Alleluia!” and “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12).   
 

A PASTORAL REVIEW 
Questions and Answers on Our Ministry to the Armed Forces 
 

What is Pastor Hamer’s status with his opportunity to serve the armed forces? 
I was recently commissioned to serve in the Chaplain Corps of the U. S. Navy Reserves.  Recall that I announced 
this good news at the congregational meeting in November, which was conveniently held the Sunday after the 
U.S. Navy sent the commission.  As of December 16, I have been sworn in as a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy. 

 

What sort of work will this entail? 
In the general scheme of things, serving as a reservist in the Chaplain Corps involves “drilling” two days a month 
and two weeks in the Summer.  The idea of drilling in the military is a catch-all term for being on a base and doing 
whatever your unit is doing to serve and protect our country.  In the case of a chaplain, this entails bringing our 
troops the same sort of pastoral care that we receive in the local parish––liturgy, preaching, sacraments, etc.   

 

What sort of training commitments are required? 
Reserve officers are expected to attend several weeks of Officer Development School (ODS) at the Naval War 
College in Newport, RI, and several weeks of chaplain orientation at Ft. Jackson, SC.  I will have two years to 
complete his training.  However, the weekend drill commitment at Ft. Schuyler in the Bronx can commence 
immediately.  

 

Who will cover pastoral services at Redeemer  when Pastor is gone? 
We are currently developing a comprehensive plan for pastoral care at Redeemer.  Since the reserves are designed 
to supplement a fulltime vocation, there is no need to panic.  Area pastors will be on hand to cover all forms of 
pastoral care.  We will also have to revisit certain stipulations about my absence, since call documents obviously 
do not include Sundays for ministering to the armed forces.  

 

Most reservists drill on Saturday and Sunday to fulfill their monthly obligation.  However, parish pastors normally 
drill on Friday and Saturday to accommodate their Sunday schedule.  Nevertheless, this opportunity to “flex drill” 
is the decision of the commanding officer of the unit in which the reservist serves.   

T 
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Is there a possibility of deployment? 
Yes, but only after two years of service.  Naval officers serve at the leisure of the Commander in Chief, who has 
the right to deploy reservists for up to 364 days at a time.  Since the U.S. has been recalling troops, it is reasonable 
to hope that I will not be deployed.  However, it is part of the commitment to God and country.  A deployment 
agreement from our Ministry to the Armed Forces at the LCMS International Center, which outlines the 
provisional terms for possible wartime service, will I hope, be presented to the church council early in 2012 and to 
the congregation at the May meeting.   
 

What opportunities will we have as a congregation to reach out to military personnel in our area? 
By cooperating with this venture and encouraging our pastor to serve the men and women who risk all for God 
and country, we are, in effect, reaching out to the medical unit I hope to serve at Ft. Schuyler.  There is a parallel 
here in our day-to-day ministry.  When I visit the shut-in and the hospitalized, I am not doing so autonomously, 
but rather as the called and ordained servant of Redeemer.  So also my service to the armed forces. I am 
representing us and taking the gifts of the Gospel to those who risk all that we might have all.   

 

LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces encourages congregations to open a Barnabas chapter [Editor: Operation 
Barnabas is an LCMS network of care to the members of our nation’s military, with specific emphasis on reserve 
members and their families.  For more information see <www.lcms.org/page,aspx?pid=732>].  This is similar to 
our food pantry, but more specific and more comprehensive.  Through a Barnabas chapter, we can make 
provisions to send care packages to the troops overseas, open correspondence with specific members of the 
military, and reach out “to those in peril on the sea,” as the navy hymn puts it.  2 
 

 

LIVING NATIVITY 

 

hanks to everyone who helped with the 2011 Living Nativity!  This includes the many generous 
donations to the Angel Fund.  A special thank you to the “two Franks,” Frank DiCarlo and Frank 
Krupicka, who contributed much time, talent, and treasure behind the scenes, making sure this year’s 

performance went forward, and working to streamline the technical aspects of the LN so that things can be done 
more easily in the future.   

 

It won’t be long before we will be celebrating 50 years of preaching the Christmas Gospel in word, ritual, and 
pageantry!  Our scenery is in need of some upgrade and repair, so please look forward to volunteering during 
the warm-weather months to paint, upgrade, and repair the sets. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

 

any thanks to all who assisted in decorating the church for the 
celebrations which began at the Feast of the  Nativity of Our Lord, 
and ended with the Feast of the Epiphany, observed January 8.  

Untold hours of work went into purchasing, transporting, decorating, and 
putting up the wreaths, pine garlands, Christmas tree, and poinsettias. Thank 
you to those who donated plants and greenery, the good and faithful group 
which came out on the evening of December 21 to decorate the church, those 
who “undecorated” the church on January 10, and those who cleaned the 
sanctuary each time. May God bless you richly in this new year. Without all 
of these contributions the work could not have been accomplished.  

T 
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The Church Year 
 

ost of us do not really give a thought to what Sunday of the church year it is, except for important days 
like Easter and seasons like Advent and Lent.  But in order to plan services, sermons, lessons, hymns 
and other music, and what paraments to use, whether a Sunday is the Fifth Sunday after Trinity or St. 

James the Elder is very important, since each has its own appointed readings, chants (The Lutheran Hymnal pp. 
54–94 and 159–161), colors, and themes.  
 

In former times, the church year was so central to peoples’ lives that the dates of Easter and other movable days 
were announced in church on Epiphany.  The calendar also appeared in popular almanacs.  The illustration at 
the bottom of this page is from a book printed in 1731 for the 200th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession. It 
provides an observance for every single day of the calendar year! 
 

Nowadays the work involved in setting up the calendar seems to be a mystery to most people, but since the 
church year is one of my areas of interest and expertise, I thought an explanation might be in order.  The place 
to start is the historical list of Sundays and feast days we observe, as listed in our hymnal (TLH p. 3).  At the 
spiritual center, appropriately, is Easter.  Since the date of Easter can vary by as much as a month, the number 
of Sundays before and after Easter change every year.  Once the date of Easter is known, April 4 in 2012, one 
can calculate Ash Wednesday (February 22), the three pre-Lent Sundays, and the number of Sundays after the 
Epiphany (this year four).  On the far side of Easter, one adds the five Sundays after Easter, the Sunday after 
Ascension, Pentecost, and Trinity.  Then until Advent (the four Sundays before Christmas Day), we observe 
Sundays after Trinity, varying between 22 and 27 Sundays, which fill in the remaining gaps depending on how 
late Easter is. Easy enough.   
 

You may have noticed on page 3 of the hymnal that there are a number of feast and saints’ days that do not 
necessarily fall on a Sunday.  In the history of the Christian church the number of saints’ days often became so 
numerous that they overwhelmed the patterns and cycles of the church year, in the same way that “Mission,” 
“Fellowship,” “LWML,” and “LCEF” Sundays, etc., threaten to do in our own time.  At the time of the 
Reformation, the calendar was also reformed and the number of these observances drastically reduced.  Even 
so, in small parish churches it is not really practical to celebrate these days in the middle of the week.  At 
Redeemer we transfer the major festivals in the life of Christ (Epiphany and Ascension) to one of the near 
Sundays.  It is also traditional in the Lutheran Church to celebrate the last Sunday in October as Reformation 
Sunday (Reformation Day, October 31) and the first in November as All Saints’ Sunday (All Saints’ Day, 
November 1).   
 

M 
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Sometimes, special feast days do fall on a Sunday.  If we had a morning and evening service on those days, we 
could observe both, but another bit of knowledge helps to work out this dilemma.  All the Sundays and feast 
days of the church calendar are ranked: privileged; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd class; and unprivileged.  If two feast days 
coincide, the higher-ranking one takes precedence.  If both have the same rank, the Sunday takes precedence.  
This explains why we never celebrate the Annunciation (March 25, 1st class), because all the Sundays on which 
it could fall are in Lent and are privileged.  Most of the Sundays after Trinity are unprivileged, so days like St. 
Mary Magdalene (July 22, 3rd class) and the Nativity of John the Baptist (June 24, 1st class) will be celebrated 
this year. 
 

There is additional complexity around Christmas and Epiphany, however, because so many notable holidays are 
clustered around the birth of Christ, and the Sundays after Christmas and New Year’s are unprivileged. So, 
those Sundays are not often observed, instead replaced by St. Stephen (26 December), St. John (27) or Holy 
Innocents (28), and the latter Sunday by the Circumcision (January 1).  Then, if Epiphany (January 6) is 
observed on a Sunday, the tradition is to celebrate it on the Sunday falling between January 2 and 8.  This year 
Epiphany was January 8.  So, if we celebrate January 8 as Epiphany, what Sunday is January 15?  Answer: the 
Second Sunday after Epiphany. This may not seem logical, but remember, each Sunday is a specific feast day.  
If one Sunday is replaced by the observance of another feast day, it does not change all the others down the line.  
Despite our observance, Epiphany really was January 6, and January 15 is the second Sunday after that date. 
 

If you are interested in a copy of the church year calendar for 2012, I have copies available, and am happy to 
share them. 

Richard Schaefer 
Chairman, Board of Elders  

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
 

 new church council was elected at the congregational meeting, held this past November 20, and 
installed during the divine service on November 27.  The newly elected and reelected officers are: 
 
 
 

Annette Leroux, President  Richard Schaefer, Chairman, Board of Elders 
Frank Krupicka, Vice President  George Lai, Elder  
Melissa Krahn, Secretary  Mike Pappacena, Elder 
Ada Kam, Treasurer  Joe Petraglia, Elder 
Brenda DiCarlo, Buildings and Grounds Jonathan Trager, Elder 
 
 

May God bless and guide the new council during the coming two years.  Thanks to outgoing 2010–2011 council 
members: Paula Bodin, Jeanna and Nick Singh, and Maggie Wang; as well as the members of the 2011–2012 
nominating committee: Susan Camera, Pastor Hamer, Irene Heim, Bill Hettrick, Sue Parks, Richard Schaefer, 
and Maggie Wang. 
 
 

LENT IS COMING!!! 
We may not have all our Christmas decorations down yet, but by the time the 

next issue of the Epistle comes out, it will be Lent.  
 

A S H  W E D N E S D A Y  
February 22, 7:30 P.M. 

 Divine Service with the Imposition of Ashes 
 

Wednesday Lenten Vespers 7:30 p.m.., February 29, March 7, 14, 21 & 28 

A 


