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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD / FROM THE CATECHISM 
A sermon excerpt on St. Matthew 5:1–12 for All Saints’ Day.  Since it addresses the third article of the Creed, 
this snippet will do double duty as “From the Word” and “From the Catechism.” 
 

I BELIEVE IN . . . THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS––THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I. Where do you find the Communion of Saints?    
 

he Lutheran Confessions, those documents of sixteenth- 
century Lutheranism to which we fully subscribe, talk 
about “the marks of the church.”  These “marks” are signs 

or emblems which tell you where to find the church.  It’s similar 
to smelling smoke and knowing there must be a fire nearby.  The 
marks of the church are the right preaching of the gospel and the 
right giving of the sacraments.  Where full and free forgiveness 
is preached in Jesus’ name, there is the church.  Where baptism 
is given with full baptismal regeneration for babies and adults, 
there is the church.  Where the Lord’s Supper is given every 
Sunday with a clear confession of the real presence of Jesus’ true 
body and blood, there is the church.   
 

This stands in contrast to the belief that the church is to be found 
wherever people are gathered with smiles on their faces any 
given Sunday.  Perhaps you’ve heard people talk about how the 
church is people.  When I was a kid, we used to recite a childish 
saying (along with childish motions) about the church has a 
steeple and inside are a bunch of people.  But it’s not that simple, 
is it?  Today, we are not celebrating “All People’s Day,” but 
rather, “All Saints’ Day.”  So when you see a mass of people 
gathered together on “Christian” TV, but the preacher is telling 
them that they are not saved by baptism, that is not the church.  
When you see a new book from a popular protestant preacher on 
how to become a better you, that is not from the church.  The 
church does not teach you how to become a better you, but rather 
to crucify the old self through repentance and to be raised to a 
new life of full and free forgiveness in Christ. (Continued on page 3) 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE WORD / FROM THE CATECHISM (continued) 
 
The first half of today’s Gospel lesson helps us locate the church by describing the life and faith of the saints.  
The saints are poor in spirit (repentant), confessing their sins to the Lord.  They are those who mourn their life 
here and now, for they know that there are greater things to come in heaven.  The saints are meek, for they long 
for heavenly things more than earthly things.  They are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness or 
forgiveness, for the forgiveness of sins is the most important thing in the Christian church.  The saints are the 
merciful ones, for they have received mercy from Christ and now they do acts of mercy for their neighbor.  
They are pure heart, for their hearts have been purified with the forgiveness of sins and they now stand before 
God with clean hands and a pure heart.  The saints are the peacemakers, i.e., those who preach the gospel of 
peace between God and man in Christ.  They are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for they are willing to 
suffer all, even death rather than fall away from the faith.  And they rejoice even in the midst of their 
persecution, for they have a great reward waiting in heaven.  Where do you find the Communion of Saints?  
Where the gospel is rightly preached and the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are rightly given. 
 

II.  What do you get from the Communion of Saints?   
 

he third article of the Apostles’ Creed answers this question as well.  If the phrase “I believe in the holy 
Christian Church, the Communion of Saints” tells us where the church is to be found, then the following 
words tell us what we get out of church: “I believe in the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.”  Here are three glorious realities for you.  The forgiveness of sins is the main thing in 
the Christian church.  Christ has died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteousness.  And now He 
gives us that forgiveness in baptism, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  Where there is forgiveness of sins, there 
is the resurrection of the body.  Christ rose from the dead.  And so will all of you who are baptized into His 
death and resurrection.  And where there is the resurrection of the body, there is the life everlasting.  
Christianity is all about dying to sin and living unto God.  What do you get from the Communion of Saints?  
The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

This stands in contrast to the prevailing view of many in the church today that you should put other things first 
in the church.  Think, for a moment, of all the other things in the church that might distract you from the gifts of 
the gospel.  Camaraderie.  Social events. Friends.  Good advice.  Fundraisers.  Art for art’s sake.  Family for the 
sake of family.  Togetherness for the sake of togetherness.  And any other thing that is not necessarily wrong on 
its own merit, but can become a false god if it is placed before the forgiveness of sins.  Even opportunities to 
serve God and our neighbor, if placed ahead of the forgiveness of sins, can become false gods.  If you doubt this 
word of law, then I invite you to ask your friends and family some time why they go to their church.  A quick 
and honest answer, given without a lot of thought, can be very revealing.  “Well, even though I don’t agree with 
everything the Roman Catholic Church teaches, we’ve always gone there.”  “Oh, church attendance, well, that 
Lutheran Church on the corner has a day school, so we’ll go there until the kids graduate from eighth grade.”  
“Well, I married into the false church and we agreed to raise the children in my spouse’s church, and I’m going 
to live up to this agreement because I’m a good person.”  Do you see, Dearly Beloved, how these common 
approaches to church are false gods?  Repent! 
 

The second half of each beatitude tell us what to expect when we go to church.  We get “the kingdom of heaven,” 
i.e., the entire person, work, and reign of Christ.  He gives us the comfort of the gospel, for desperate people need the 
good news of Jesus’ cross and resurrection.  We inherit the earth, for the church is set up on this earth as a city set on 
a hill and the only place that will endure to eternity.  Christ fills us up with righteousness or forgiveness in baptism, 
preaching, and the Lord’s Supper.  We get the gifts of God’s mercy, His lovingkindness in Christ.  Indeed, by faith 
we see God in church, for though hidden from the eye, the gifts of the Gospel are fully revealed to faith.  Here, in 
this Christian church, we are called “sons of God.”  Not in metaphor, but in reality.  For we, the baptized, have the 
firstborn son’s full inheritance of forgiveness and eternal salvation.  And God gives us a great reward in heaven––a 
reward won by Christ’s death, sealed by His resurrection, and given in all its fullness in eternal life. 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

FROM THE HYMNAL  
One of the chief hymns for All Saints is TLH 463, For all the Saints.  Most of us are familiar with the eight 
stanzas that we will sing on November 6.  However, readers may also want to include the following “missing” 
stanzas in their devotional life: 
 

3. For the apostles’ glorious company 4. For the evangelists, by whose pure word 
Who, bearing forth the cross o’er land and sea,  Like fourfold stream, the garden of the Lord 
Shook all the mighty world, we sing to Thee.  Is fair and fruitful, be Thy name adored. 

 

5. For martyrs who with rapture-kindled eye 
Saw the bright crown descending from the sky 
And, dying, grasped it, Thee we glorify. 

 
ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
The editors of the Treasury of Daily Prayer (CPH 2008:870–871) describe the sum and substance of All Saints’ 
Day. 
 

his feast is the most comprehensive of the days of commemoration, encompassing the entire scope of that 
great cloud of witnesses with which we are surrounded (Hebrews 12:1).  It holds before the eyes of faith 
that great multitude which no one can number: all the saints of God in Christ––from every nation, race, 

culture, and language––who has come “out of the great tribulation . . . who have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9, 14).  As such, it sets before us the full height and depth 
and breadth and length of our dear Lord’s gracious salvation (Ephesians 3:17–19).  It shares with Easter a 
celebration of the resurrection, since all those who have died with Christ Jesus have also been raised with Him 
(Romans 6:3–8).  It shares with Pentecost a celebration of the ingathering of the entire Church catholic––in 
heaven and on earth, in all times and places––in the one Body of Christ, in the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.  Just as we have all been called to the one hope that belongs to our call, “one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Ephesians 4:4–6).  And the Feast 
of All Saints shares with the final Sundays of the Church Year an eschatological focus on the life everlasting 
and a confession that “the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us” (Romans 8:18).  In all of these emphases, the purpose of this feast is to fix our eyes upon Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of our faith, that we might not grow weary or fainthearted (Hebrews 12:2–3).  
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 

● Adult Bible Study is currently studying the Hymn of the Day and other hymns Sunday mornings at 9:30 A.M.   
 

● Youth Catechesis meets every Wednesday night at 6:30 P.M. at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 5 Durham Road, New 
Hyde Park.  This is a joint effort with Trinity, team taught by both pastors and attended by over one dozen youth.  Adult 
Catechesis currently has a session every Wednesday afternoon at 3:00 P.M.  Other slots are available by appointment.  
 

● Individual confession and absolution is available from the pastor by appointment.  Since he is doing much of his 
morning work out of his study at home, and  there is no longer a land line at the parsonage, please contact him on his cell 
phone, 718-791-3490. 
 

● Thanksgiving Eve/Advent/Christmas Schedule: See the flyer in this edition of the Epistle. Since Christmas Day falls 
on a Sunday this year, there will be no Bible Study or Sunday School on December 25. 
 

● Scheduling: If you have called a meeting or scheduled an event on our premises, please be sure to place the event on 
the large erasable-marker wall calendar in the church office with your own two hands, or pass it along to Richard 
Schaefer, Susan Camera, or Pastor Hamer.  Ideally, all events will be posted on the wall calendar, printed on the 
distributable calendar, listed in the bulletin, and posted on the website.   
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HELP DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR 
CHRISTMAS   

 

here will be work for everyone!  A tree to decorate, wreaths and pine garlands 
to hang, and other things to set up.  Everyone is guaranteed to end up 
smelling like a pine tree!  The date will be announced in church, but try to 

keep an evening the week before Christmas free.  Even if you can’t help with the 
physical labor, you can still help by donating toward the chancel tree, greenery, 
and poinsettias.  Memorial forms will be available in the narthex by mid-
November.  
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIVING NATIVITY WORKDAY  

 

his year the annual Living Nativity pagent is scheduled for December 
16, 17, and 18.  Before the wisemen and shepherds can make their way 
to the manger, a lot of work needs to be done.  The first and main 

workday day for the Living Nativity is scheduled for Saturday, November 19, 
from 9 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.  Teams will be doing wiring, set repair and set up, 
and general cleaning of the grounds.  LUNCH will be provided. 

 

     

 

CHURCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

he time to volunteer is now.  Ladies are needed to help staff the Altar Guild.  The 
main duty is to set up the altar for Holy Communion before the service and remove 
the vessels afterward.  The Altar Guild is in the extremely capable hands of 

Anneliese Schaefer, who would be happy to train anyone who is interested in volunteering.  
Additional help is also needed for cleaning the sanctuary.  These unsung heroes of our 
congregation save us untold numbers of dollars by donating their time and elbow grease 
toward keeping God’s house neat and in order.  Contact Anneliese if you are able to spare 
some time for this worthy effort. 

 
USHERS 
 

he ushers, administered by elder Nick Singh, has recently welcomed Corum Carter and Nick Lombardi to 
the usher “rotation.”  Don’t wait to be invited!  Additional ushers are always needed, and there are a 
number of gentlemen with years of experience to guide new volunteers––contact Nick Singh and be 

added to the new schedule: 
 

1st Sunday of the Month—Joe Trager & Seth Johnson 
2nd Sunday of the Month—Joe Petraglia & Corum Carter 
3rd Sunday of the Month—Tracy Clarke & Jonathan Trager 
4th Sunday of the Month—Mike Pappacena & Nick Lombardi 
5th Sunday of the Month—ALL ushers are asked to assist at the occasional 5th Sunday service. 
 

     

T 

T 

T 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

for 

ADVENT  &  CHRISTMAS  

 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
 Wednesday, November 23, 7:30 P.M. 

 

Wednesday Advent Vespers  
 Nov. 30, Dec. 7 & 14, 7:30 P.M. 

 

Annual Christmas Fair 
Saturday, December 3,  
         9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

 

Living Nativity Pageant 
On the Church Lawn 
December 16, 17, & 18,  7 & 8 P.M. 

 

Christmas Eve  
Service of Lessons & Carols 
Saturday, December 24, 8 P.M. 

 

Christmas Day Divine Service — Sunday, December 25, 10:30 A.M. 

 

Eve of the Circumcision & Name of Jesus (New Year’s Eve) 
Divine Service, Saturday, December 31, 7:30 P.M. 

 

         
 

R E D E E M E R  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
3 6 - 0 1  B e l l  B o u l e v a r d ,  B a y s i d e ,  N Y  1 1 3 6 1  

7 1 8 - 2 2 9 - 5 7 7 0        w w w . r l c b . o r g  
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on) and 
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reflecting the content of the G

ospel lesson 
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The H
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n of the D
ay is im

portant because it 
is generally appointed in com

panion volum
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to 
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given 
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not 
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to 

reflect 
the 
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dislikes of a few
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e sing w
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e 
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 forth in our lives.” 
 

 

A PASTORAL REVIEW: QUESTIONS 
Sunday Bible Study has spent the past several weeks studying the Hymn of the Day and related hymnody.  The 
following questions and answers will serve as a review for those who attended the study and as a primer for 
those who were unable to attend.  Answers are below. 
 

1. What is the greatest of all Christian 
hymns? 

2. What is the first Christian hymn 
(after the New Testament) for which 
we can identify an author? 

3. What was the first Lutheran hymn? 
4. What was the first congregational 

Lutheran hymn? 
5. What is the great doctrinal flagship 

hymn of the Lutheran church? 
6. What 16th-century hymn writers 

mastered text and tune (3)? 
7. What are the three basic components 

of a hymn? 
8. How many hymns were in the first 

Lutheran hymnal? 
9. What hymns are known as the King 

and Queen of chorales? 
10. What is the Hymn of the Day and 

why is it important to Lutheran 
worship? 
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SA T U R D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 1 1  
9 : 3 0  A . M .  t o  4 : 3 0  P . M .  

 
How can you help make the Fair a success?  

 
DONATIONS 

Including New and Gently-used Gifts, Handcrafts,  
Christmas Decorations, Plants, Baked Goods, Homemade Foods 

(Please refrain from donating store-bought baked goods) 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
Set-up Thursday, December 1, 3 to 6 P.M. 

Clean-up Saturday, December 3 
Time to staff a table on Friday December 2, 11 A.M. to 2:30 P.M. when the fair is open to LSF&B 

Time to staff a table on Saturday, December 3, from 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
Post/distribute flyers before the event ––  Tell your friends 

If you can volunteer, or for more information, contact Sue Parks, 718-224-7197. 
 

DON’T FORGET TO COME AND DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POINSETTIA & GREENERY 
MEMORIALS 

 
Forty plants will be available to decorate the sanctuary for a 
donation of $10 per plant.      The plants may be taken home after 
the last service on Christmas Day (December 25).  Donations are 
also welcome for the Christmas tree, pine garlands and wreaths.  
Please fill out this form completely, and place it, 
along with payment, in the offering plate or in the Newsletter 
mailbox by the Church Office.  Please make  checks out to 
Redeemer Lutheran Church.  

 

Number of plants:  __________x  $10 = ______  Greenery : $_____________ 
 

IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
OTHER: ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
GIVENBBY:________________________________________________________________________ 

 


