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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD 
In this issue, I would like to focus on Christian prayer.  For starters, Eugene Peterson, a leading authority on 
pastoral practice, comments on the need for the psalter to guide our prayer life.  His pastoral comments also 
apply to the laity. 

 
f we insist on being self-taught in prayer, 
our prayers, however eloquent, will be 
[meager].  Inevitably they will be shaped 
on the one hand by whatever the 
congregational “market” demands, and 
restricted by our own little faith on the 
other.  But pastors must live in the 
spacious country of the covenant and be 
on familiar terms with all the people and 
their dialects, know every nook and 
cranny in the landscape–not merely be 
informed about them as a tour guide 
might but at ease among them as one who 
has grown up there, playing in the 
mountains and working in the fields, 
falling in and out of love, getting hurt and 
getting well.  It is no easy thing, 
venturing out of our cozy small-minded 
religious programs into a large-souled 
obedience, leaving the secure successes of 
our professionally defined lives and living 
by faith and love in prayer (which 

frequently involves failure and suffering).  Where will we acquire a language that is adequate for 
these intensities?  Where else but in the Psalms?  For [pastors], apprenticeship in the Psalms is not an 
option; it is a mandate.  Most of the church has agreed on this for most of the centuries.  The Roman 
Catholic breviary, the Anglican Book of Common Prayer, and the Scottish Presbyterian Psalter, [and 
the Lutheran Treasury of Daily Prayer] all “textbooks” for their respective clergy [and laity], are 
constructed from the Psalms.  [As someone said], “The Psalms teach mankind, especially those 
vowed to a life of worship, how God is to be praised.” 
 

(from Working the Angles, p. 57) 
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 Divine Service . . . 9:00 A.M.  
 Senior Choir . . . 8:30 A.M.  
    
    

           
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, John Hamer, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Richard Branch, Dorothea Petraglia, Melissa 
Ramos, Brent White, Bob DiSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Martin Davidowitz, Melinda Leon, Paul Russ, 
Adolf Kiefer, Taelyn Albert, Yean-Min Wang, Arlene Benson, Bill Hundt, Marcia McHugh, Philip Petraglia, 
Carol Conen, Connie Cahn, Donald Moss, Denis Salmone, Terry Calhoun, Elaine Fendt, Edward Pflum, Ethel 
Tompkins, and the family and friends of Richard Balling. 
 

Shut-Ins: Debbie Lee, Doris Colvin, Marion Balling, and Miriam Trager. 
 

           
 

Longtime member Richard Balling (1920–2011) passed away on June 15.  The funeral service was held at 
Redeemer on June 20, with burial that morning at Calverton National Cemetery.  Memorials for Richard will 
appear in the next issue of the Epistle. Additional memorial forms are available in the narthex. 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE CATECHISM 
In your local Christian bookstore, books of doctrine (if they exist!) and prayer books are no doubt shelved in 
two different locations.  What brings them together in Lutheran theology?  The Small Catechism.  I recently  
(June 12, 2011) reviewed the two-fold genius of this doctrinal prayer book in a confirmation sermon. 
 

e should also mention two unique aspects of Luther’s Small Catechism that set it apart as an 
important book for your Christian faith and life.  First, it truly summarizes all that you need to 
know of Christian doctrine.  Every question of Christian doctrine is answered in the Small 

Catechism.  Any question of Christian doctrine that is not answered in the Small Catechism is either not 
revealed by God or not worth knowing.  Second, of all the catechisms in Christianity, only Luther’s Small 
Catechism can be prayed.  Yes, it is a prayer book.  Do not do as many before you have done, placing the Small 
Catechism on the shelf and eventually, one presumes, on the used book market.  Rather, pray your catechism 
every day.  Pray the six chief parts, the Table of Duties, the daily prayers, and the Christian questions and 
answers.  For here the Holy Spirit will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that Jesus has 
taught you. 
 

And so today I will ask you, “Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the 
Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?”  If so answer, “I 
do.”  That is to say, you will read, pray, mark, and learn the Small Catechism for life because it preaches the 
Lord of Life and His Word of Life. 
 
FROM THE HYMNAL 
A Hitchhiker’s Guide to Using The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH) for Private Prayer in a Public Setting 
 

n the history of the Christian church, the prayer offices generally developed along two lines: (1) the cathedral 
or public office, somewhat parallel to our corporate worship life in God’s house;  and (2) the monastic office, 
similar to our private prayer life.  A lesser known fact, however, is the good news that public and private 

prayer are not mutually exclusive.  Any given Sunday, we pray together (corporate prayer, such as the Our 
Father), and we also have the opportunity to pray privately in a public setting.   
 

Our hymnal, TLH, can help guide us in these private prayers.  A list of “Short Prayers” is included on page 4, 
including prayers upon entering the church, the close of the service, before communion, and after communion.  
Personally, I think this is the starting point for private prayer in a public setting.  How tempted we are to use the 
time before and after the service or the Supper as a social hour, a time to write a check for the offering, or even 
a time to check our emails or text messages.  One friend of mine, for instance, once stood in the narthex of a 
LCMS church in Wisconsin, discussing the old “glory days” of our college life.  A solid 20 minutes before the 
service, he told me that he needed to attend to his pre-service preparation.  It was time to stop talking to a mere 
mortal such as I and start a celestial conversation with His Father in heaven.   
 

Other prayers for personal meditation are included on pages 102–119.  This lesser known yet very rich section 
of the hymnal includes 77 collects, general prayers, suffrages, and the Bidding Prayer.  Time will not permit one 
to pray all of these prayers any given Sunday or possibly any given week.  Those of us who were not raised on 
the King James translation may also find some of the language stilted and antiquated.  But this section is a 
treasure trove nonetheless.  Especially note the prayers before and after the Sacrament on pages 118–119.  
These are richer and longer than the prayer on page 4 and will greatly enrich your sacramental piety. 
 

Prayers during the Lord’s Supper are also meet, right, and salutary.  Please see the prayer cards in the narthex 
for a rich set of prayers, along with rubrics to accompany your prayers.  If time permits and if we run out of 
distribution hymns, the entire Lord’s Supper section of the hymnal (hymns 304–316) is a fitting “prayer chain” 
for the distribution of the Lord’s body and blood.   
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
One Lutheran pastor comments on the Lutheran theology of prayer in a preface to Treasury of Daily Prayer, 
entitled “Encouragement to Pray.” 
 

here is nothing more basic to the Christian faith and life than prayer.  For prayer is the very voice of 
faith itself and the primary good work of the Christian life, an act of love for both God and the neighbor.  
It is of first importance, St. Paul writes, that “prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 

people” (I Timothy 2:1) in the name of and for the sake of Jesus Christ, who died for all and desires that all are 
saved.  Christians are therefore to pray at all times, “without ceasing,” and not to lost heart (I Thessalonians 
5:17; Luke 18:1). 
 

How, then, shall we pray?  The Lord Himself must teach us by His Word and with His Holy Spirit, because we 
do not know how to pray as we should (Luke 11:1–4; Romans 8:14–27).  Not only has Jesus commanded us to 
pray and promised to hear us, but He also has given us the words with which to pray in His name (John 15:16; 
16:26–27; Matthew 6:6–13; 18:19–20).  He not only teaches but also exemplifies the life of prayer: from the 
waters of the Jordan (Luke 3:21) to the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:39–46); from His transfiguration (Luke 
9:29) to His crucifixion (Luke 23:33–34, 46; Hebrews 5:7).  What is more, having sacrificed Himself for us 
upon the cross as our great High Priest, Jesus has also risen from the dead and ascended to the right hand of the 
Father, where He ever lives to make intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25). 
 

This is our sure and certain confidence in prayer; that Christ and His Spirit pray with us and for us (John 17; 
Hebrew 7:25; Romans 8:14–27).  We pray to “our Father in heaven” as those who are baptized into Christ 
Jesus, the beloved and well-pleasing Son (Luke 3:21–22).  His God and Father is our God and Father (John 
20:17; Galatians 4:4–7), and His prayer is our prayer.  It is for this reason that we “ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach,” and that we do so “in faith, with no doubting” (James 1:5–6).   

 

(from Treasury of Daily Prayer, p. 14) 
 

A PASTORAL REVIEW 
 

Treasury of Daily Prayer 
Scott A. Kinnaman, et al. (editors), Concordia, St. Louis, MO, 2008. 
 

reasury of Daily Prayer (hereafter TDP) follows closely on the heels of Lutheran Service Book (LSB) as 
a comprehensive, “all in one volume” for liturgical life at home.  The editor summarizes the aims of 
TDP in the introduction: 

 

[TDP] is designed to met the needs of the Christian who wishes to follow a disciplined order of daily 
prayer centered in the Scriptures.  It employs the rich resources of liturgy, hymnody, prayer, and 
writings from the Church Fathers and the Confessions.  And it is designed so this period of devotion can 
be part of any schedule.  [TDP], as much as possible, unites the resources for daily devotion in one 
single place.   

 

The following commentary on four aspects of the contents of this volume will help the reader determine the 
success or failure of the editor’s claim.   
 

1. Church Year 
The church year in TDP is the same church year in LSB.  It accommodates, as much as possible, the one-year 
lectionary (for example, the -gesima Sundays make a triumphant return, after about 25 years in captivity) and 
the three-year lectionary.  The standard feasts and festivals are included, along with a number of 
commemorations–days appointed in the year to honor selected saints.  On the plus side, the strength of the 
church year in presenting a comprehensive picture of the countenance of God cannot be overstated.  On the 
negative side, the juxtaposition of the one-year lectionary with the three-year lectionary can be confusing.  
(Would the real lectionary please stand up?)  Moreover, the commemorations are vast and numerous.  They 
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should not become the central focus of our liturgical life; if they are used properly, however, they can help us remember 
the saints and imitate their faith, without distracting from the life and words of Christ.  
 

2. Devotional Material arranged according to the Church Year 

Following the church year, the bulk of TDP is devoted to printed readings and other resources for every day of the year.  
For example, the following is provided for the Feast of Pentecost:  Psalm 135:8–14 is printed in its entirety, including 
textual pointing to accommodate its singing.  Psalm 58 is referenced as an additional psalm, but its text is not printed.  
Two somewhat lengthy readings are provided: Numbers 21:10–35 and Luke 21:20–38.  An additional writing appropriate 
for the occasion is also included, in this case, an excerpt from Martin Luther on the New Testament lesson.  One hymn 
stanza is then printed (text only), “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord.”  The collect of the day for Pentecost is printed, 
followed by a paragraph-length explanation of Pentecost and the reference for an appropriate reading from the Book of 
Concord. 
 

The strength of the devotional material is its breadth and depth.  The psalms, readings, hymns, and additional readings and 
prayers are well chosen from a vast repository of several thousand years of the faith.  One cannot offer enough praise for 
the editorial legwork that went into bringing all this material into one volume.  Well done, thou good and faithful servants!  
Many Lutherans may not be able to cover all of the material in one year.  Others may find the sheer volume to be 
numbing.  But it is far better to have too much and cut it down (why not read the Old Testament in the morning and the 
New Testament at night?) than to have too little and be forced to supplement it with a heretical book by Rick Warren or 
Joel Osteen. 
 

For every strength, there is also a weakness.  The lessons in TDP are designed to cover a great deal of Scripture in one 
church year.  This is known as a “continuous lectionary,” not to be confused with our Sunday morning order, a “thematic 
lectionary” (thematic to the person and work of Christ).  The readings from Numbers 21 and Luke 21, for example, have 
no direct connection to the Feast of Pentecost, but they are buttressed by the propers for Pentecost.  The lesson is clear: 
TDP is appropriate for liturgical life at home, but it must not be used as a replacement for the Sunday morning service of 
word and sacrament. 
 

3. Orders of Prayer 
This is one of the most unique and enduring features of TDP.  The non-communion orders of daily prayer from LSB are 
provided in the center of the volume, highlighted by a maroon border.  Matins, vespers, compline, morning prayer, 
evening prayer, orders of daily prayer, and responsive prayer are all printed in their entirety, including music.  This cuts 
right to the heart of the aim of TDP, namely, to provide the Lutheran with everything he needs for a rich liturgical life at 
home, without the need to juggle multiple volumes.  The corresponding caveat, however, is the need to pick one order for 
morning and one for evening.  Those who try to learn them all will probably be overwhelmed. 
 

4.  Psalms and Other Resources 

TDP includes the entire psalter, along with psalm tones, pointing (those little marks that help you sing the psalms), 
instructions for singing the psalms, Luther’s Small Catechism, preparation for individual confession and absolution, and 
preparation for the Sacrament of the Altar.  One might quibble about the translation chosen for LSB and subsequently for 
TDP–the English Standard Version of the psalms (and other readings).  The King James and New King James versions 
certainly retain more poetical eloquence in the psalms, especially for singing.  But the inclusion of the entire psalter, a 
great rarity in devotional works, is a major strength of this volume.  The other items included are also valuable for one’s 
personal piety as they aid the penitent in preparing to rightly receive the gifts of the Gospel in word and sacrament. 
 
When I was growing up Lutheran in the Midwest, a good friend of mine in high school used to lament that her father, a 
faithful and pious Lutheran, would not hold family devotions.  His participation in the corporate service of word and 
sacrament was faithful and regular, however.  I am convinced to this day that he did not hold family devotions because he 
did not know how to be liturgical head of the household.  Perhaps he thought, as many others have told me from time to 
time, that he was expected to write a short sermon for every day of the year and wax eloquent about the Trinity and the 
two natures in Christ?  While developing one’s theological prowess is an admirable aim, this is simply not the intent of 
our daily devotional life at home.  It is incumbent upon the church at large to provide a rich resource with everything one 
needs for private prayer.  The editors of TDP have done just that.  One gladly welcomes Treasury of Daily Prayer to 
church and home, for pastors and laymen alike.  It will lead us all deeper into the treasures of the Gospel as we pray with 
the psalmist, “Every day will I bless Thee.” 



 6

Quotable and Notable 

 

The point of evangelism is conversion, not recruitment. 
––––Rev. John T. Pless, LCMS professor and theologian 

 

Confirmation 
he rite of confirmation was celebrated on two Sundays this past June.  On June 12, Sabrina Gamage, 
Catherine Krahn, and Madison and Sarah Johnson, on completion of three years of catechetical and 
biblical study, made their profession of faith at the Divine Service.  On June 26, also at the Divine 

Service, adults Grace Cerulla and Nick Lombardi, having completed the course of adult instruction, were 
welcomed into membership at Redeemer upon their public profession, vowing to “suffer all, even death,” rather 
than fall away from the faith.  Nick has the distinction of being the first new member who was introduced to 
Redeemer via our website, <http://www.rlcb.org>. 
 

Congratulations and welcome to our fellowship to all the confirmands.  May the means of  grace strengthen and 
preserve you in the true faith, unto life everlasting. 
 

Evangelism 
The number of opportunities for sharing the Gospel with our neighbors are ever increasing.  May God bless our 
efforts. 
 

PRAYER SERVICES: As this issue of the Epistle goes to press, the fourth of Redeemer’s special prayer services 
will have taken place.  Previous prayer services have been scheduled to coincide with the National Days of 
Prayer, the beginning of Lent, and this past July 1, with Independence Day.  The sanctuary is open for an 
afternoon of private, silent prayer, which ends with a short spoken vespers service, and is followed by simple 
refreshments in the narthex or outside beneath the portico.  The latter offers a pleasant opportunity to meet and 
connect with visitors.   
 

The next prayer service will be in September, for the 10th anniversary of 9/11.  Just your presence at the service 
would be a wonderful encouragement to all involved. If you would like to help spread the word, dates for 
canvassing (mainly distributing flyers) will be announced in the weeks preceding the event.  If you have any 
suggestions for improving this outreach program, your ideas are welcome.  For any or all of the above, contact 
Pastor Hamer, Annette Leroux, Joe Petraglia, or Richard Schaefer. 
 

WITNESS CARDS: Since we have started our summer schedule as of July 3, and this schedule is not listed on 
the witness cards (What must I do to be saved?), please do NOT distribute these cards UNLESS you write the 
words––SUMMER SCHEDULE: Divine Service 9 AM, July 3 to Sept. 4––on the back of the card.  The 
omission will be fixed shortly. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Thanks to everyone who helped out with VBS this year, held on June 27 to July 1, 
from 10 AM to 1 PM. It was no small feat in these difficult economic times that the program finished in the black.  
More importantly, though, the theme was “Follow the Lamb,” and 23 children got to follow and learn about the 
whole church year beginning with Advent/Christmas on Monday to Pentecost on Friday, as well as do crafts and 
play games.  There are too many names to mention without fear of leaving someone out: so thanks to those who 
taught, supervised, and administered; donated, prepared, and served food; hung around to help out doing odd jobs 
(some very odd); purchased supplies, did neighborhood canvassing and other publicity, and on and on and on ... 

 
SUMMER SCHEDULE has already begun!   DIVINE SERVICE  9:00 AM 

  July 3 through September 4    CHOIR PRACTICE 8:30 AM 

 
 

You may go away in the summer, but please remember your tithes and offerings,  
so that the church will still be here when you get back.   


