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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD 

Our Lenten series for 2011 is entitled “Words of Life from the Cross,” based on Jesus’ seven last words from 
the cross.  Martin Luther comments on the words, “Father, forgive them” in a 1529 sermon from Holy 
Saturday. 
 

ow follows an example to confirm his teaching about “Father, forgive them!” It is an example to us of 
the thief who rebukes his brothers: “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? [Luke 23:40]. As if he were to say: Are you simply going to follow the crowd? Are you 

crazy and foolish? Don’t you see that you must die? Others in your predicament might have ceased their wicked 
deeds, but you still do such evil in the face of death! This is one fine, sharp rebuke coming right from the spirit: 
“We are getting what we deserve for our deeds” [Luke 23:41]. 
 

Look at what the Gospel is doing here! Where those around him are silent, then the stones (Luke 19:40) and the 
thief must confess Christ. In the entire Bible I have found no example that is more filled with comfort than this 
verse: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” [Luke 23:41]. There he hangs in his pain, 
where he should have despaired, and yet he becomes a preacher and preaches the whole of Moses to his brother 
and speaks openly against the priests and scribes who had opened wide their traps and regarded Christ as 
nothing. This thief had so strong a heart that he does not consider this at all. “This man has done nothing 
wrong” [Luke 23:42]. What faith! Since all judge Christ to be 
guilty, only this man stands against them all. This is like a judge’s 
verdict. He condemns all enemies of Christ and the offense of the 
cross; he does not look at all on the humiliation but instead 
appeals to Christ alone as his mediator. Pilate and all the rest do 
Christ an injustice. “This man has done nothing wrong.” 
 

These are simple words, but the heart of the thief is greater than 
heaven and earth. Even in the midst of this gruesome affair he 
could confess the Christian faith! Is this not a terrible scandal that 
Christ dies and they all mock him? And yet because of such 
humiliation, Christ does not climb down from the cross as he 
should have. Indeed the thief does not look at such scandal but 
looks at and appeals to Christ alone. He must have had pure eyes. 
For he does not see what is weak in Christ but he sees what does 
not appear, namely, that he is a king and has a kingdom in which 
to live. 

 

(From The 1529 Holy Week and Easter Sermons of Dr. Martin 
Luther, 109–110) 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE CATECHISM 
The focus of the Sundays in Pre-Lent is justification.  It is also the heart of Good Friday and Easter Sunday, 
and the first word from the cross, “Father, forgive.”  The following excerpt is a helpful explanation of “by 
grace” and “through faith,” the necessary components of justification. 

 

 For by grace you have been saved through faith –– Ephesians 2:8 

 

he first preposition [in Eph. 2:8] concerns God’s grace: Paul says we are saved by grace.  This 
prepositional phrase is constructed by use of the Greek dative case to signify agency.  “By grace” 
means “by the agency of grace.”  This answers the question, Who saves us?  Paul’s answer is that God 

saves us by his grace.  Paul has insisted that we “were dead” in our “trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1), so that we 
are not able to do anything to initiate our salvation.  Paul thus explains the agency of our salvation: “But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ––by grace you have been saved” (Eph. 2:4–5).  So “by grace” 
means “because God graciously saved, making us alive with Christ.”  This is why Paul literally writes, “by the 
grace you have been saved.”  It is not by grace as a principle that we are saved, but by the particular grace 
which God has given us in Christ that we gain salvation. 
 

So what is faith’s role?  To answer this, Paul continues, “through faith” (Eph. 2:8), that is, faith “in Christ 
Jesus” (Eph. 2:7).  The key preposition for faith is “through,” expressed by Paul’s use of the preposition dia 
[through].  In the construction used here, dia refers to the means or instrumentality by which we are saved.  We 
are saved by God’s grace––grace is the ground and agency of our salvation–through faith, which is the means 
by which we receive the gift of salvation.  Faith is viewed as a channel, so that just as water flows through a 
pipe, God’s gracious gift of salvation is received through our faith. 
 

When we line up the relationship between grace, faith, and salvation in terms of these prepositions, we discover 
a glorious gospel.  It is because our salvation is “by grace” that we may rest all of our hopes upon God.  God 
does not and cannot change, and so his grace is completely reliable.  God’s gifts––and salvation by grace means 
that salvation is God’s free gift––are never taken back (cf. Rom. 11:29).  If we have been saved by grace, we 
have been saved by God, and what God begins he always finishes (cf. Phil. 1:6). 

 

(From Modern Reformation 16(5):30) 
 
 

 
 
 

NOTABLE & QUOTABLE 

 

Adult Bible Study is currently studying the Sunday sermons of 
Martin Luther for Pre-Lent and Lent.  Fred W. Meuser 
comments on Luther’s view of preaching as the very voice of 
God among us. 
 

or Luther, preaching was not a preacher’s ideas stimulated 
by the prod of a text.  It was not human reflections about 
God and life.  It was not searching around in one’s 

personal religious insights for some kind of contemporary 
message that one thinks people need.  Christian preaching–when 
it is faithful to the word of God in the Scriptures about our need 
and God’s response to it–is God speaking.  When it focuses on 
what God has done for the world in Jesus Christ, it is God 
speaking.  When it invites faith and presents Christ so that faith 
becomes possible, it is God speaking.  It is God’s very own 
audible address to all who hear it, just as surely as if Christ 
himself had spoken it.   

 

(From Luther the Preacher, p. 12) 
 

T 

F 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  
 

FROM THE HYMNAL 
The seven last words in The Lutheran Hymnal.. 
 

he seven last words of Jesus are the stuff of choral music, Good Friday services from noon to 3 p.m., 
and much, much more.  Two series of hymns from TLH focus on the seven last words, 177 and 180–
186. 

 

TLH 177, “Our Blessed Savior Seven Times Spoke,” is probably the lesser known of the two hymns on the 
seven last words.  The text and tune are both pre-Reformation, suggesting it might have been known and 
beloved by our Lutheran fathers.  Unfortunately, it is rarely sung today outside Redeemer. 
 

The structure of the hymn is simple: one stanza to summarize why Jesus spoke from the cross, one stanza for 
each of the seven last words, and two stanzas to capture the theological significance of Jesus’ words.  The first, 
ninth, and tenth stanzas read as follows:  

 

1. Our blessed Savior sev’n times spoke  
 When on the cross our sins He took 
 And died lest man should perish.  
 Let us His last and dying words  
 In our remembrance cherish. 

 

9. Whoe’er, by sense of sin opprest,  
 Upon these words his thoughts will rest, 

 He joy and hopes obtaineth  
 And through God’s love and boundless grace   

 A peaceful conscience gaineth. 

 

10. O Jesus Christ, Thou Crucified,  
 Who hast for our offenses died, 

 Grant that we e’er may ponder  
 Thy wounds, Thy cross, Thy bitter death, 
 Both here below and yonder. 
 

The second series of hymnic settings of the seven last words is TLH 180–186.  This is the more frequently sung 
of the two sets.  The structure flows out of Jesus’ last words, devoting three stanzas to each of the seven last 
statements.  TLH assigns a new hymn number to each set of three stanzas, probably to avoid possible confusion 
by the singers.  Consider the richness of these stanzas, based on the words, “Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My spirit” (TLH 186): 

 

1. Jesus, all Thy labor vast, All Thy woe and conflict past, 
 Yielding up Thy soul at last: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

2. When the death shades round us lower, Guard us from the Tempter’s power, 
 Keep us in that trial hour: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

3. May Thy life and death supply grace to live and grace to die, 
 Grace to reach the home on high: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

One minor weakness of this hymn is that, while the biblical references of the seven last words are given, the 
actual last words are not provided.  But the strength of this hymn is certainly the personal application of the 
words to the believers of every age, as shown in stanzas 2 and 3 above.  

 

Musically, the hymn is set to a simple melody in the minor mode.  It climbs to a high point after four measures 
and gradually descends to the tonic. Most of the motion is stepwise, making it accessible and memorable.  It is 
also fitting for small children and non-readers, since each stanza ends with the refrain, “Hear us, holy Jesus.”   

 

Taken together, both of these fine hymns will help guide us to the cross and empty tomb, focusing our 
undivided attention on the words of life from the cross. 

 

“Let us His last and dying words in our remembrance cherish.” 

T 
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ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 

 

A Layman’s Guide to being Liturgical 

 

Why are there Latin titles for the Sundays in Lent and what do they mean? 
 

The titles for the first five Sundays in Lent are drawn from the first word of the Latin text of the 
introit (“entrance” psalm) according to the following pattern: 

 

Lent I The Temptation of Our Lord 
Invocavit –– He shall call upon me and I will answer him (Psalm 91) 
 

     Lent II    The Prayers of the Canaanite Woman 
Reminiscere –– Remember, O Lord, Thy tender mercies and Thy loving-kindnesses (Psalm 25) 
 

Lent III The Healing of the Deaf Mute 
Oculi ––  Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of the net (Psalm 25) 
  

Lent IV The Feeding of the 5,000 
Laetare –– Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all yet that love her  (Isaiah 66) 
 

Lent V “Before Abraham was, I AM” 
Judica –– Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation (Psalm 43) 
 

 
In addition to helping us all “Latin” our tongues in a meet and salutary way, the Latin titles help us remember 
the theme of each Sunday as we journey toward Holy Week.  Hence, the prayer of the psalmist for Lent I (“He 
shall call . . .”) is Jesus’ prayer during His temptation and our prayer for God to deliver us from evil.  The 
prayer of the psalmist for Lent II (“Mine eyes . . .”) echoes the prayer of the Canaanite woman.  The eyes of the 
deaf mute are on the Lord (Lent III), the multitudes who are fed by Jesus have great cause for rejoicing (Lent 
IV), and Jesus is judged to be righteous by His Father as He pleads the cause of the great I AM against the 
ungodly nation of unbelievers (Lent V). 
 
PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 
 
+ Adult Bible Study continues to meet every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  As noted above, the adults are currently 
examining Luther’s Sunday sermons for Pre-Lent and Lent.  There will be no Sunday School or Adult Bible 
Study on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.  After Easter, the adults will study the book of Acts.   
 

+ Sunday School also meets every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  The wee little ones meet in the room adjacent to the 
music room with Ms. Bodin.  The young readers meet with Ms. Wang down the hall in the first classroom on 
the left, past the gate into the school.   
 

+ Prayers for Holy Communion are available on card-stock paper in the narthex.  These will help shape your 
sacramental piety for praying before the Lord’s Supper and after the Lord’s Supper.   
 

+ Pastor Hamer is available for individual confession and absolution by appointment.  
 

+ Confirmation is scheduled for the Divine Service on Whitsunday, the Feast of Pentecost, June 12.   There 
will also be an LSF&B pre-graduation choral matins for Pentecost on Saturday, June 11, at 10:00 a.m. 
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HYMNS: HANDLE WITH CARE 
 

laying the hymns may appear to be the simplest part of the organist’s job.  After all, organ preludes and 
postludes can be long and complex, and choral accompaniments (often written for piano or not given at 
all) may prove challenging to realize on the organ.  By contrast, a hymn is short, rarely more than one 

page long, and simple—a melody of limited range, with straightforward rhythms, and (usually) harmonized in 
four-part chords.  Even for the less-experienced organist, hymns hardly present technical difficulties.  So what 
more do you need to know about playing hymns?  
 

To start, like the advice traditionally given to physicians, “first do no harm.”  Or, to put this maxim in positive 
terms, “treat hymns with respect.” What does this mean? Hymns, especially the great hymns of the Lutheran 

heritage, are works of art with their own integrity.  A hymn like Philip 
Nicolai’s “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” (Wake, awake, for night is 
flying, TLH 609) comes down to us in finished form, with a well-suited 
harmonization.  A musical and theological gem, it deserves to be played 
with dignity, at a pace allowing the singer and hearer to ponder its 
message and take in its beauty.  Racing through a hymn impedes these 
benefits.  Moreover, an excessively fast tempo leads to inconsistent 
timing: slowing down, speeding up, drawing out the end of each verse, 
etc.  Organists should also resist the impulse to exaggerate the gaiety in 
a joyful hymn by playing it with detached articulation, thinking to make 
it sound “upbeat.”  Wrong! The composer has already accomplished this 
goal.  All that’s needed is to play the notes.  Applying a staccato touch, 
especially in a dry acoustic, turns a profound hymn into a light-weight 
piece, more like a patter aria in comic opera than a serious work of 
sacred music. 
 

Organists must realize that a musical masterwork needs no 
embellishment.  A great hymn speaks for itself.  So the musician who 
has the honor of recreating the chorales of a giant like, say Johann 
Crüger, dare not impose his feeble decorations on an already perfect 
work.  Lest we forget, the purpose of the organ accompaniment is to 
lead and support congregational singing.  A hymn accompaniment is not 
a vehicle for the organist to experiment with or to draw attention to 
himself.  Thus, the organist who asks himself “what can I do with this 
hymn?” is starting from a flawed premise.  Gimmicks such as reducing 
the texture to open octaves, plugging in dissonant harmonies, dropping 
out suddenly mid-verse, altering rhythmic accents, inserting “wrong 

notes,” and “phrasing” individual words, merely amount to disorganized static.  They violate the very essence 
of a fine hymn, they sap its elemental strength. 
  

The purpose of the introduction to a hymn is to refresh its melody in the ears of the congregation and to 
establish the tempo and mood for singing.  A plain unwavering play-through does this job best.  St. Paul wisely 
observed: “For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?” (I Cor. 14:8).  
To be sure, Lutheran tradition allows for a chorale prelude (a varied setting of a hymn tune) to introduce a 
congregational hymn, and historically, such pieces were improvised as well as written down.  Indeed, one 
wishes that 18th-century technology had been able to preserve the improvisations of geniuses like J. S. Bach or 
Buxtehude.  Today, however, improvisation is close to a lost art.  Organ instructors rarely teach it, and most 
organists have not practiced it, let alone mastered it.  Even from the hands of a technically competent organist, 
improvised introductions often give an “uncertain” if not haphazard sound, and in the end, they diminish the 
hymn and weaken the singing.  Modern published volumes of prefabricated “improvisations” offer equally 
weak fare. 

P 
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An 18th-century German composer and music critic, Friedrich Wilhelm Marpurg, faulted organists for messing 
with hymns: “If organists would only realize that during the singing of hymns, it is the organ that must keep the 
congregation in tune and in order.  However, the way most organists play, one would think that the 
congregation sings the melody in order for the organist to rummage all over it with hands and feet.  The 
resulting dissonances are so disagreeable to listen to that they defy description.  Since these organists are so 
enamoured of their rambling and noisy variations, they play so irresolutely that it sounds as if they were 
unfamiliar with the melody and needed to learn it from the congregation” (Historisch-kritischen Beiträgen zur 
Aufnahme der Musik, quoted in Daniel Gottlob Türk: Von den wichtigsten Pflichten eines Organisten [1787]).  
 

There are several lessons here.  One is that a hymn, especially a great Lutheran hymn, is a complete artwork 
that deserves to be treated with reverence.  Furthermore, the purpose of hymn accompaniment is to lead and 
support congregational singing, not to put on a show.  There is ample opportunity for the organist to “interpret” 
the music by choice of registration (volume and sound quality), although even here, less is more.  To venture 
much beyond the basics, the player strays into the realm of theatrics and perhaps, ego gratification.  A famous 
organist once said: “just play the notes.” Perhaps this method is not as simple as it sounds.   
 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick 
Director of Parish Music 

 
 
 

A PASTORAL REVIEW 
Resources for Lenten Piety 

 

Gerard Joseph Stanley, Sr., He Was Crucified: Reflections on the Passion of Christ. Concordia, St. Louis, 2009. 

 

his handsome, 192-page volume is an impressive compilation of artwork and meditations on the Passion 
of our Lord.  After a helpful introduction, the author divides his work into the following major 
divisions: from the Last Supper to the arrest; from the arrest to the crucifixion; from the crucifixion to 

the burial.  A concluding chapter discusses the significance of the resurrection.  There are generally three facets 
of this tour of the Passion: artwork, poetic texts, and commentary.  The art is drawn from two millennia of 
Christianity and includes images of icons, pencil drawings, painting, and even three-dimensional works.  The 
“coffee table book” layout, along with superb printing and presentation, do justice to the artistic dimensions of 
this work.  The hymns are also indicative of two thousand years of meditation on the Passion, including the core 
hymnody of the Reformation, Latin chants, and some lesser-known prayers and hymns.  All of the prayers are 
Christ-centered and appropriate for the daily practice of Lenten piety.  The commentaries lend insight and 
significance to the Passion, the art, and even the medical dynamics of crucifixion.   

 

In addition to the good theology of this work, there are some unique first article matters that caught my 
attention.  The author is a medical doctor, not a theologian.  He has practiced family medicine for several 
decades and has traveled and lectured extensively on Christ’s Passion.  (The book was coedited by Kent J. 
Burreson, a professor at our St. Louis seminary.)  Stanley’s insights into the physiology of the suffering of 
Christ aids our Lenten meditation on Christ’s Passion.  Theologians generally preach that Christ suffered for us; 
but what, precisely, did He suffer?  Stanley fills in the gaps often left by the theologians.  As he says in a quote 
on the dust jacket, “Every time I reflect on Jesus’ Passion, I grow in my appreciation of what my Savior 
endured for me and for my sins.  As you reflect on the events presented in this book, I hope you, too, will 
meditate a little longer on the words and artistic depictions of the Passion.  If you receive insight into Christ’s 
suffering, then this book has accomplished its purpose.” 
 

Words of Life from the Cross (Devotional booklet based on our Lenten series for 2011)   

 

This slim volume is a series of Portals of Prayer–style devotions for the period from Ash Wednesday to Easter 
Sunday.  Each meditation includes a Scripture reading, suggested psalm, meditation, and a hymn/prayer.  Free 
copies are available in the narthex.   

T 
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EASTER  LILY MEMORIALS 
 

Forty plants will be available to decorate the sanctuary, for a 
donation of $10 per plant.  The plants may be taken home after 
the service on Easter Sunday.  Please fill out this form 
completely, and place it, with payment, in the offering plate or 
in the Newsletter mailbox by the Church office.  Please make  
checks out to Redeemer Lutheran Church.  
 
NUMBER OF PLANTS:  __________x  $10 = ___________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF __________________________________________________________________ 
 
OTHER: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DONOR: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

his year’s Easter egg hunt is scheduled for Holy Saturday, 
April 23, from 1 to 3 p.m., beginning with a short service 
in the sanctuary.  As in previous years, donations and 

volunteers will be needed.  Stay tuned for further announcements! 
 

 
 

Church Cleaning Volunteers STILL Needed!!! 
 

edeemer is saving a great deal of badly needed money by using an all-volunteer cleaning crew, 
yet despite the many people who thought this was a great idea, the number of volunteers coming 
forward to help has been underwhelming.  The good people who are doing the work every week 

could use a hand so that the responsibility does not become too burdensome.  The time to volunteer and 
put your elbow grease where your mouth is, so to speak, is NOW.  There are simple chores such as 
dusting and vacuuming that must be done weekly. The more people that volunteer, the easier the job 
will be.  If you would like to help, please contact (and thank) Anneliese Schaefer or Annette Leroux, 
who are coordinating the efforts.  

T 

R 
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SERVICES for LENT & HOLY WEEK  

 

         
 
 

REDEEMER  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
Lutheran Church ––Missouri Synod 

36-01 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
718-229-5770        www.rlcb.org 

Rev. Brian J. Hamer, Pastor

March 8  Shrove Tuesday 
Prayer Service  6:00 p.m. 
A brief, spoken Vespers service on the  
eve before the first day of Lent. 
 

March 9  Ash Wednesday 
Holy Communion  7:30 p.m. 
All are invited to gather before the  
service at 6 p.m. for supper in the Gym. 
 

March 16 –- April 13  
Wednesday Lenten Vespers 
7:30 p.m. 
The theme will be “Words of Life from the 
Cross,” the Seven Last Words of Christ. 
 

April 17  Palm Sunday  
Divine Service 10:30 a.m. 
Palm Sunday Brunch follows 
the service. 

 

 

April 18 & 19  Monday &
Tuesday of Holy Week

Matins 10:00 a.m.
With the students of LSF&B.

April 21 Maundy Thursday 
Holy Communion 

7:30 p.m. 
 

April 22  Good Friday 
Tenebrae Service 7:30 p.m. 

 

April 23  Holy Saturday 
Service 1:00 p.m. 

Immediately preceding the 
Easter-egg hunt. 

 

April 24  Easter Sunday 
Divine Service 10:30 a.m. 
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SUPPER CLUB 
 

Redeemer Night Out  

Westchester Broadway Dinner Theater 
Sunday, March 13, 2011 

 
See “I DO! I DO!” the hit musical comedy 

& enjoy a wonderful dinner 

 

Tickets $71.oo each 
(includes show, dinner, tax, & tip) 

See Ellie Kehoe for reservations  
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ere the true Paschal Lamb we see, 
Whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accurs-ed tree, 
So strong His love! to save us. 
See, His blood doth mark our door; 
Faith points to it, Death passes o’er, 
And Satan cannot harm us.  Hallelujah! 

 
 

Martin Luther, 1524, Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s  
Strong Bands, TLH 195, v. 3. 

H 


