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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH        BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME XLVI       NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER                NO. 6 
 

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 
FROM THE WORD 
Icons of the Saints: An All Saints’ Meditation for Redeemer’s 95th Anniversary 
 

On November 7,  2010, Redeemer will be 95 years young.  This also happens to be the Sunday on which we will 
observe All Saints’ Day.  The following meditation on the lessons for All Saints’ Day is offered in celebration of 
95 years of making and being saints at Redeemer Bayside. 

 
he Old Testament lesson for All Saints’ Day (Deuteronomy 33:1–3) is an icon of 
saints who are in God’s hand.  Moses, the man of God, blessed the children of Israel 
before his death.  Recall the life and ministry of Moses: the childhood in the river and 
in Pharaoh’s house; the murder and flight of a young man; God’s call from the 
burning bush; the plagues on Egypt and the exodus through the Red Sea; forty years in 
the wilderness and finally the arrival at the threshold of the Promised Land.  Moses, 
the first and greatest prophet of the Old Testament, said to Israel, “The Lord came 
from Sinai, and dawned on them 
from Seir; He shone forth from 

Mount Paran.”  All three of these mountains are 
synonymous with the giving of the Ten Commandments, for 
these are the various name of the mountains on which the 
Lord of Hosts spoke to Moses and made Israel His own 
people.  “And [God] came with ten thousands of saints,” 
that is to say, God appeared to Moses on the mountains with 
angels, the holy ones who do His bidding.   “From His right 
hand came a fiery law for them,” for the Ten 
Commandments carried the fire of God’s judgment on the 
third and fourth generation of those who broke them, but 
love and blessings for the thousand generations of those 
who loved God and kept His commandments.   
 

So it is for us!  Christ is our Moses, the One born of 
miraculous circumstances and protected by God through 
His childhood.  He is the One who was told by God to go 
down from heaven, to become man, and the let sinners like 
you and me out of our bondage to sin and eternal death.  He 
is the Passover Lamb, the blood smeared on our churchly 
doorpost, the body and blood placed into our mouths.  
(Continued on page 3) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, John Hamer, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Peggy Slater, Richard Branch, Dorothea Petraglia, 
Danielle Shinn, Andy Shinn, Melissa Ramos, Brent White, Bob DiSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Tom 
Zangas, Martin Davidowitz, Melinda Leon, Paul Russ, Adolf Kiefer, Taelyn Albert, Yean-Min Wang, Arlene 
Benson, Betty Leon, and Dorothy Barth. 
 

Shut-Ins: Mabel Gorreck, Debbie Lee, Doris Colvin, Marion and Richard Balling, and Miriam Trager. 
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FROM THE WORD (Continued) 

 

e is our guide through the Red Sea of baptism and the wilderness of this life.  He is the serpent lifted high 
on the pole of the cross, that all who look on Him whom they have pierced may have life everlasting.  
Christ is both the Word of God incarnate and the giver of the Word of God.  He comes with angels and 

archangels and all the company of heaven, both now in Christian worship and at the end of time to judge the 
living and the dead.  And in the meantime, as we live in the valley of the shadow of death, we are in Christ’s 
strong hands.  He gives us the Law to bring us to repentance when we sin, and He preaches the gospel to our 
ears through the pastor to fully and freely forgive us all our sins.  So when the wilderness of this life has us 
parched and depressed, longing to return to the Egypt of sin, rejoice and be glad!  We are in God’s hands, and 
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

The epistle lesson for All Saints’ (Rev. 7:2–17) is an icon of the saints in heaven, the New Israel that has 
completed its journey through this life and now enjoys her eternal Sabbath rest.  St. John saw 12,000 of each of 
the tribes of Israel, all of whom had been sealed, that is, marked with God’s protection as those whom He 
watches over at all times.  And then St. John saw the New Israel, the entire company of all believers, “a great 
multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues.”  They were wearing white 
robes, recalling their baptism into Christ and the righteousness which Christ Himself gives them in baptism.  
They were holding palm branches, the symbol of victory, in their hands, because Christ Himself has won the 
victory over sin and death by His own suffering and death.  And they were doing what Christians do in the 
presence of the Lamb–they were singing!  “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!”   
 

The conversation between the heavenly elder and St. John then turns its attention to you and me, the saints on 
earth.  The elder asked about the identity of the white-robed saints and then answered His own question, saying, 
“These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.”  That’s you and me, the saints on earth!  We are in the great tribulation, that time between 
Jesus’ ascension and second coming when Satan attacks the church, trying to deceive even the elect of God.  
But we have washed our robes and made them white in the waters of baptism.  The blood of Jesus Christ, His 
Son, purifies us from all sin.  And baptism gives us the strength to live each day in the sure and certain hope of 
eternal life.  So whether we are in church on earth or the church in heaven, we “are before the throne of God, 
and serve Him day and night in His temple.”  And we who suffer here and now have a great reward to look 
forward to in Christ: We “shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike [us] . . . for 
the Lamb . . . will shepherd [us] and lead [us] to living fountains of waters.  And God will wipe away every tear 
from [our] eyes.” 
 

The Gospel lesson for All Saints’ (Matthew 5:1–12) is an icon of the tension the saints endure between 
suffering now and glory later.  Christ, the prophet greater than Moses, ascended the new Mt. Sinai, the Mount of 
the Beatitudes, and blessed the New Israel with the word of the Gospel.  The first part of each beatitude or 
blessing describes the suffering of the saints on this earth, what we call “the church militant.”  We, the believers 
are poor in spirit, for they see their sin and its deadly consequences and are brought to daily repentance.  The 
believers are those who mourn, for they enduring many forms of suffering and sorrow.  We are the meek, who 
live in the humility of Christ.  We hunger and thirst for righteousness, for only Christ can fill that hunger with 
the forgiveness of sins in His true body and blood.  We are merciful, anxious to reach out and help our neighbor 
in every bodily need.  We are pure heart, for we have been cleansed from our sin and made to stand before God 
with clean hands and a pure heart.  We are the peacemakers, those who preach peace between God and man 
through the blood of Jesus Christ.  We are those persecuted for righteousness’ sake and for Jesus’ sake, for we 
live under the cross of suffering for the sake of the gospel.  
 

But there is good news at the end of our life here and now.  The second half of each beatitude describes the 
great reward that is ours in Christ, though only in all its fullness at the end of time.  In Christ, we have the 
kingdom of heaven, the entire life and work, reign and rule of Jesus Himself.  In Christ, we are blessed with the  

H 
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FROM THE WORD (Continued) 

comfort that only the gospel can give, a comfort which infinitely transcends our suffering here and now.  We 
shall inherit the earth, for the goodness of this earth in all its bounty shall be ours in all its fullness when Jesus 
comes again.  In Christ, we are filled with righteousness or forgiveness, where there is also life and salvation.  
We have God’s mercy in Christ, all the gifts of lovingkindness that He has for His people who cry, “Lord, have 
mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.”  We shall see God, for we already wear the baptismal robe of 
membership in heaven and one day we will see God face to face.  We shall be called sons of God, now by virtue 
of our baptism and later by virtue of the fulfillment of baptism in the eternal life of the blessed.  In short, great 
is our reward in heaven.  For though we are persecuted and even martyred here and now, we rest in the sure and 
certain hope of everlasting life, where God Almighty has promised to lavish not mere things but chiefly Himself 
on the saints He created and re-created in His own image.  That is to say, those who are icons of Christ by faith 
in Him.  For in seeing the life and work of the saints, we see a vivid and living image of Christ Himself, who is 
the “icon of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15).   
 
FROM THE HYMNAL / ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
A Structural Commentary on the Collect for All Saints’ Day 
 

ADDRESS: O Almighty God 
DESCRIPTION: who hast knit together Thine elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of Thy 
Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
 

hree key words describe our identity as one church: communion, 
fellowship, and body.  The word “communion” here does mean 
just the Lord’s Supper, although that is part and parcel of the 

equation.  In a broader sense, it means those who are in communion 
with Christ by faith, i.e., the believers.  There is one church, i.e., there 
is one communion.  It is also called a fellowship, which probably 
echos the Greek word for sharing a common thing.  Taken together, 
the parallel expressions communion and fellowship remind us that, 
though spread throughout the world, the church is knit together as one 
communion or fellowship in Christ, as sure as there is one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.  
 

However, perhaps even more profound is the use of the word “body.”  
St. Paul often describes the church as the body of Christ.  I suppose 
that most Christians would assume that St. Paul was speaking 
metaphorically or symbolically.  Perhaps the word “mystical” in this 
collect has contributed to the confusion, leading people to believe that 
we are the body of Christ only in a spiritual or mysterious way, but not in reality.  However, the word “body” in 
the New Testament doctrine of the church is no more a metaphor than it is in the Lord’s Supper.  As you all 
know from the Small Catechism, the Lord’s Supper is the very body of Christ, not just an image of His body.  
And so it is with the church.  The church is the body of Christ in her very essence as the Christ-bearer to the 
world.  The incarnational connection between the second person of the Trinity and the church as His body could 
hardly be clearer than the Lord’s words to St. Paul, “Why do you persecute me?”   
 

PETITION: grant us grace so to follow Thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living 
 

he Lutheran Confessions note that we honor the saints in part to imitate their faith.  To be sure, we do not 
worship the saints, but we see their lives of suffering under the cross as paradigmatic for our own lives in 

Christ.  Consider, for instance, the story of Thomas Cranmer in this issue’s column, “Notable and Quotable.”  
He was martyred for his faith, yet received the crown of eternal life.  In this way, the saints gone before us teach 
us to love the truth more than we love external peace, yes, to love the truth more than we love our own lives!  

T 
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No wonder we pledge in the Confirmation Rite to “suffer all, even death,” rather than fall away from the faith 
once delivered to all the saints. 
 

REASON: that we may come to those unspeakable joys which Thou hast prepared for those who unfeignedly love 
Thee; 

hy do we petition God for grace to follow the faith of the saints?  That we may be kept safely in the church 
and its one, true faith unto life everlasting. We call it “the Church Triumphant,” i.e., the church in heaven, 

where those who have died in the faith have received the final consummation of the Gospel in the heavenly life 
of the blessed.  It defies description, except to say that God Almighty has promised to lavish His very self on 
the creatures He made and refashioned in His own image. As the hymn (TLH 463.8) puts it: “The golden 
evening brightens in the west; soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest. Sweet is the calm of Paradise the 
blest. Alleluia!”  
 

TERMINATION: through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  Amen. 
 

FROM THE CATECHISM 
Martin Luther comments on the phrase “Communion of Saints” in the Large Catechism. 
 

his is the sum and substance of this phrase: I believe that there is on earth a little flock or community of 
pure saints under one head, Christ.  It is called together by the Holy Ghost in one faith, mind, and 
understanding.  It possesses a variety of gifts, yet is united in love without sect of schism.  Of this 

community I also am a part and member, participant and co-partner in all the blessings it possesses.  I was 
brought to it by the Holy Ghost and incorporated into it through the face that I have heard and still hear God’s 
Word, which is the first step in entering it.  Before we had advanced this far, we were entirely of the devil, 
knowing nothing of God and of Christ.  Until the last day the Holy Ghost remains with the holy community or 
Christian people.  Through it he gathers us, using it to teach and preach the Word.  By it he creates and 
increases sanctification, causing it daily to grow and become strong in the faith and in the fruits of the Spirit. 
 

Further we believe that in this Christian church we have the forgiveness of sins, which is granted through the 
holy sacraments and absolution as well as through all the comforting words of the entire Gospel.  Toward 
forgiveness is directed everything that is to be preached concerning the sacraments and, in short, the entire 
Gospel and all the duties of Christianity.  Forgiveness is needed constantly, for although God’s grace has been 
won by Christ, and holiness has been wrought by the Holy Ghost through God’s Word in the unity of the 
Christian church, yet because we are encumbered with our flesh we are never without sin. 
 

Therefore everything in the Christian church is so ordered that we may daily obtain full forgiveness of sins 
through the Word and through signs [i.e., the sacraments] appointed to comfort and revive our consciences as 
long as we live.   

NEWS & NOTES 

 

● As people of the Word, please consider committing to at least one opportunity for Bible Study.  Sunday 
morning Bible Study meets at 9:30 A.M. in the center classroom upstairs in the school wing.  We will be 
studying the Divine Liturgy through the end of the church or calendar year, depending on our pacing.  The 
Lutheran Difference Series meets every Thursday at 1:00 P.M. at Trinity New Hyde Park.  We are currently 
studying angels and demons.  The Lutheran Confessions study of the Augsburg Confession meets on the last 
Monday of the month at 7:30 P.M. at the parsonage (78-47 222nd Street).  The date of the November study will 
be Monday November 22, NOT the 29th, however.  
 

● Plans for Redeemer’s 95th anniversary are a bit modest compared to our celebrations for our 90th and our 
upcoming 100th.  This is somewhat parallel to the midterm elections in Congress, which do not get as much 
hype as the years of presidential elections.  On the official date, Sunday, November 7  (All Saints’ Day, 
observed), the anniversary will be recognized during the Divine Service.  On Sunday, November 21, the Last 
Sunday of the Church Year, a potluck luncheon will follow the service, and our November Congregational 
Meeting will follow the luncheon. 

W 
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God the Father, Lord of All 
 

1   God the Father, Lord of all, 
King of all creation; 

Keep us steadfast in Thy word, 
Thou art our salvation. 

 

2   Dearest Jesus, Lord of Life 
Let our hearts not anguish; 

Died, He rose to conquer sin, 
Evil foe to vanquish. 

 

3   Holy Ghost, sweet Comforter, 
Whom the Father sendeth; 

Teach us of our Christ our Lord, 
Even as life endeth. 

 

4   God the Father, God the Son, 
God the Holy Spirit; 

Praise to Thee and Thee alone, 
Naught can our works merit. 

 

5   Triune God shine light on this 
Evil generation; 

From the error of their way 
Keep Thy congregation. 

 

6   Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
God our mighty fortress; 

We proclaim with one true voice, 
“Faith in Thee shall save us.” 

Amen. 

 

To the Glory of God 

 
 

On the Occasion of the 95th Anniversary of Redeemer Lutheran Church 
36-01 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

Hymn Text and Music: ©Jonathan D. K. Trager, 2010 
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Help Decorate the Church for Christmas   

 

here will be work for everyone!  A tree to decorate, wreaths and 
pine garlands to hang, and other things to set up.  Everyone is 
guaranteed to end up smelling like a pine tree!  The date will be 

announced in church, but try to keep an evening the week immediately 
before Christmas free.  Even if you can’t help with the physical labor, 
you can still help by donating toward the chancel tree, greenery, and 
poinsettias.  A poinsettia form is below, and copies will also be 
available in the narthex by Thanksgiving Eve.  You may leave the plant 
at church if you do not wish to take it home, and they will be kept for 
decoration as long as they are attractive.  
 

       
 

Advent Candles 
 new set of Advent-wreath candles were recently donated in 
memory of Fred Schaefer by Anneliese Schaefer. They will be 
used beginning November 28, the First Sunday in Advent.  

These “perpetual” candles, like the “candles” on the altar, are filled with oil, so they will grace our services for 
many years to come.  Many thanks to Anneliese for her thoughtfulness. 
 

 

       

 

Outdoor Living Nativity  
 

his year the annual outdoor Living Nativity will be held Friday through Sunday, December 17, 18, and 19.  
The November 20 workday will be devoted to putting up the scenery.  The boy scouts will be helping out 
that day, but all able-bodied members are needed to see this gets done.  Attention all angels, shepherds, 

and magi! Be ready and willing to volunteer to play your roles as you are accosted in the narthex by someone 
with a clipboard! 
 
 
 

Poinsettias & Greenery 
 
Forty poinsettia plants will be available to decorate our sanctuary for 
Christmas.  You may also donate money toward the wreaths, pine garlands and 
tree. 

The cost is $10 per plant.  Fill out this form and place it, with payment, in the 
offering plate or in the newsletter mailbox by the church office.  Please make 
checks payable to Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

Poinsettia(s):           x $10        Greenery: $ ____________      

 

Your name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In memory of or other: ____________________________________________________________________ 

T 
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THANKSGIVING, ADVENT, 

 

& CHRISTMAS  

 
 

SPECIAL SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 24, 7:30 P.M. 

 

Mid-week Advent Vespers  
December 1, 8, and 15, 7:30 P.M. 

 

Christmas Eve  
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
Friday, December 24, 8 P.M. 

 

Christmas Day Divine Service 
Saturday, December 25, 10:30 A.M. 

 

Feast of St. Stephen, Martyr 
Sunday, December 26, 10:30 A.M 

 

Eve of the Circumcision of 
Jesus (New Year’s Eve) 

       Friday, December 31, 7:30 P.M. 

 
 
 

 

R E D E E M E R  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
3 6 - 0 1  B e l l  B o u l e v a r d  

B a y s i d e ,  N Y  1 1 3 6 1  
7 1 8 - 2 2 9 - 5 7 7 0  
w w w . r l c b . o r g  
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Saturday, December 4, 2010 
9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

 
How can you help make the Fair a success?  

 
DONATIONS 

New and gently-used Gifts, Handcrafts,  
Christmas Decorations, Plants, Baked Goods, Homemade Foods 

(Please refrain from donating store-bought baked goods) 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
Set-up Thursday, December 2, 3 to 6 P.M. 

Clean-up Saturday, December 4 
Time to staff a table on Friday December 3, noon to 2:30 P.M. when the Fair is open to LSF&B 

Time to staff a table on Saturday, December 4, from 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
Post flyers before the event 

If you can volunteer, or for more information, call the church office at 229-5770 or contact Sue Parks. 
 

DON’T FORGET TO COME AND DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING! 
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Hark! A voice from yonder manger, soft and  
sweet, doth entreat: “Flee from woe and danger.  
Brethren, from all ills that grieve you, you are freed;  
All you need I will surely give you.”  
Paul Gerhardt, 1653 (TLH 77, verse 7) 

 


