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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

THREE BOOKS FOR THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

A Reformation sermon from “Hamer’s Homiletical Helps” on St. Matthew 11:12–15.  Since it addresses the 
Bible, catechism, and hymnal, it will do triple duty as “From the Word,” “From the Catechism,” and “From 
the Hymnal.” 

  In the name of Jesus   

 
 

he Festival of the Reformation is a day rich in grace.  So rich, in fact, that it is difficult to 
settle on one sermon theme.  We’ve talked from time to time about the “New Song” of the 
Reformation, building on the first Lutheran hymn, “A New Song Here Shall Be Begun.”  
We’ve often explored the two defining focal points of Lutheran theology, justification and 
the Real Presence in the sacrament, and the Nintey-five Theses could easily yield 95 
sermons!  Today, however, I’d like to peek over Luther’s shoulder and recall three events 
from the 1520's that have given us the three most important books in our life.  We need to 

know these Reformation stories and we need to know these three books for the Lutheran church.  For they are 
our John the Baptist and our Elijah, calling us to repentance and faith. 
 

In 1521, Luther appeared at the Diet of Worms, stood up to the Holy 
Roman Emperor, and was declared an outlaw for the rest of his life. 
Knowing Luther could be shot on sight,  Luther’s protector, Frederick 
the Wise, hid him as the Wartburg Castle.  Suddenly back in monastic 
isolation, Luther turned to the book that could offer the most comfort, 
the Scriptures.  But the Bible was not yet widely available in German, 
the native language of Luther’s land.  So Luther, working directly with 
the Greek NT, set out to translate the New Testament into German.  
Working nearly around the clock, in poor lighting and bad health and at 
a breakneck pace, Luther translated the entire New Testament in just 11 
weeks.  The German New Testament was published in the Fall of 1522.  
The Old Testament followed about a decade later as the work of a 
translation team.  The New Testament sold about 5,000 copies in the 
first two months alone.  Its impact on the faith and life of the church and 
even the culture of the entire world is beyond measure.  On the cultural 
side, it set the precedent for words and phrases that are still in use today.  
On the churchly side, it brought the divine Word of God to the land of 
the Reformation.  It was the finest “coffee table” book of its day, the 
stuff of family heirlooms, family devotions, and even fine art. The Augsburg Confession and Apology, title page of an 

edition of 1530. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, John Hamer, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Peggy Slater, Richard Branch, Dorothea Petraglia, 
Danielle Shinn, Andy Shinn, Melissa Ramos, Brent White, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Martin 
Davidowitz, Melinda Leon, Connie Cahn, Paul Russ, Adolf Kiefer, Taelyn Albert, Yean-Min Wang, Arleen 
Benson, and Paige Jensen. 
 

Shut-Ins: Mabel Gorreck, Doris Colvin, Debbie Lee, Marion and Richard Balling, Marie Hallett, and Miriam 
Trager. 

 

           
 

MEMORIAL 
 

A donation in memory of MARIANNA FRANK was made by Ellie and John Kehoe. 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR (continued from page 1) 

 

ut the story only begins with having the Bible in our own language.  The point of having a Bible is to 
rightly preach Law and Gospel from the scriptures.  First, the Law.  Today’s Old Testament lesson 
describes the purification of the Temple under good King Hezekiah.  The Levites, the priestly tribe of the 

OT, cleansed the Temple of all that evil King Ahaz had done.  Ahaz trusted in himself and defiled the Temple.  
Hezekiah trusted in God alone and wanted the Temple to be a house of prayer, a place of forgiveness, yes, the 
very dwelling place of God that Solomon intended.  So it’s a basic, two-part plan: out with the old (repentance) 
and in with the new (forgiveness).  The Law, then, casts out the old from your soul.  The Law says to you, “You 
are unclean.  You have defiled God’s temple, your own body, by your fault, by your own fault, by your own 
most grievous fault.  You have trusted in yourself, defiled God’s name, and dishonored His Sabbath Day.  You 
have disobeyed God’s authorities in your life, hurt your neighbor by your words and deeds, and coveted what 
God has not given to you.  Repent!  Yes, repent or die!”   

 B

 

Having been crushed by the Law, the right preaching of the Word of God gives us the healing power of 
forgiveness.  This is the lively legacy of Luther’s Bible translation: that pastors may read the Scriptures aloud to 
people in their own language and preach Christ to the ears of the people.  Luther was fond of saying that you 
can slice the Scriptures any way you want and they will always reveal Christ; for in them Christ alone is named, 
preached, and pictured.  Listen to Luther’s own words from a sermon preached just a year before his New 
Testament translation: “The [pastors] have no other office than to preach the clear sun [of righteousness], 
Christ.  Therefore, preaching is a dangerous thing.  Let the preachers take care that they preach thus or let them 
be silent.  A bad preacher is more dangerous than a thousand [enemies]. ... Whoever does not preach about 
God’s kingdom has not been sent by Christ. ... Now to preach God’s kingdom is nothing else than to preach the 
gospel which teaches faith in Christ––through which alone God dwells in us” (Meuser, Luther the Preacher, p. 

17).  Do you see how it’s all about Christ for us?  See, for instance, how 
today’s Old Testament lesson is a shadow of Christ and His gifts.  The 
new Levites are the pastors, who minister before the Lord.  The new 
temple is Christ, who is our dwelling place.  The New Jerusalem is the 
church, the place where Christ lives with us.  The once-for-all bloody 
sacrifice is the crucified One, who shed His blood for us and for our 
salvation.  So in the sacred scriptures Christ is preached, Christ is given, 
and Christ is received. 
 

   Enchiridion. The Small Catechism, edition of 1554. 

The Law and Gospel in the Bible are explained in layman’s terms in the 
second book for the Lutheran church, the Small Catechism.  It is not 
sufficient to simply own the New Testament as a magical talisman, 
although that’s a good start.  Rather, the Scriptures must be rightly 
interpreted.  Our compass to guide us through the Scriptures is the Small 
Catechism (1529).  Listen to what Luther says about the conditions he 
encountered when visiting the local laymen: “The deplorable, miserable 
conditions which I recently observed when visiting the parishes have 
constrained and pressed me to put this catechism of Christian doctrine 
into brief, plain, and simple form.  How pitiable, so help me God, were 

the things I saw: the common man, especially in the villages, knows practically nothing of Christian doctrine, 
and many of the pastors are almost entirely incompetent and unable to teach.  Yet all the people are supposed to 
be Christians, have been baptized, and receive the Holy Sacrament even though they do not know the Lord’s 
Prayer, the creed, or the Ten Commandments and live like poor animals of the barnyard and pigpen.”  After 
offering some practical tips on how to teach the catechism, Luther gives us the six chief parts of the faith with 
explanation: The Ten Commandments show us our sin and bring us to repentance; the creed preaches the work 
of the Trinity for us and for our salvation; the Lord’s Prayer preaches the holy life of faith in Christ;  Baptism 
regenerates sinners and makes us Christians; confession returns us to promises of our baptism; and the Lord’s
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR (continued) 

Supper gives us the body and blood of Christ for our salvation.  It’s all there––Word and Sacrament, Law and 
Gospel, in plain and simple form. 
 

ee how nothing has changed!  The need for the Law and Gospel in the Small Catechism as a handbook to 
your Christian faith and life.  On the Law side, the conditions that Luther encountered have not changed.  
The common Lutheran, especially those who were confirmed so long ago that they no longer know their 

Small Catechism, knows nothing of Christian doctrine.  To quote a few anonymous “Lutherans,” “I’m stick of 
that catechism”; “I’m going to shove that catechism down the pastor’s throat”; “I’m not sitting through some 
catechism class!”  Oh, the deplorable, wretched conditions that you have maintained!  Are you apathetic about 
the doctrine in the catechism?  Can you name the six chief parts?  Can you pray them by heart?  Do you pray 
the Small Catechism every day?  Do you keep it by your bed, upon your heart, and in your mouth and ears every 
day?  Do you willingly and gladly teach it to your children?   

 S

 

See how the Small Catechism overcomes our apathy and our deplorable state.  Of all the catechisms in 
Christendom (they go back to about the first century), Luther’s Small Catechism is the only one that (1) can be 
prayed, so it is always on our hearts; (2) is legitimately small, by contrast, the current Roman Catholic 
catechism has nearly 800 pages; and (3) answers every question of Christian doctrine.  As the catechism that is 
a prayerbook, a small book, and a handbook, the Small Catechism is like the angel in today’s epistle, flying over 
our heads “with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation, and tribe and 
language and people.”  Many have interpreted the angel in today’s epistle as Luther.  I think that’s pushing it.  
It’s probably fair to say, however, that all faithful preachers join with this angel flying overhead to preach the 
Gospel to every living creature; and after the Sacred Scriptures, no book is of more value for Christian 
preaching than Luther’s Small Catechism. 
 

The doctrine given in the Bible and summarized in the catechism takes 
wings in our worship life through the third book for the Lutheran church, 
the hymnal.  You now how it goes: books of doctrine might collect dust 
and even be forgotten over time.  But words that are borne on the wings 
of music and become an important part of our worship life tend to stay.  
So it was for the explosion of Lutheran hymns and hymnals in the 1520's.  
It started in 1523 with the “Brussels Tragedy.”  Two young men in the 
Netherlands were following Luther’s doctrine, were publicly condemned, 
and refused to recant.  As today’s Gospel lesson puts it, “The kingdom of 
heaven suffers violence and the violent take it by force.”  When word of 
their martyrdom reached Luther, he wrote the first Lutheran hymn.  By 
January 1524, the first Lutheran hymnal was published.  It contained a 
whopping eight hymns, and so it was known as the “Book of Eight.”  
There were three hymns by Paul Speratus (known best for “Salvation 
Unto Us Has Come”); one by an anonymous author; and four by Luther, 
including “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice.”  Three other Luthrean 
hymnals followed in 1524, making four hymnals in one year (most 
Lutheran church bodies today publish about one every 25 years); from 
there, the explosion did not stop.  Through poets, pastors, and church 
musicians from Luther to Bach and beyond, the Lutherans made their mark as “the singing church.” 

Title page of Etlich Cristlich lider, hymnal of 1524. 

 

But what are we singing?   As with the first two books for our church, it’s not enough to own the book.  Rather, 
the books exist to guide our preaching of  Law and Gospel.  Consider, for instance, Luther’s hymn from the first 
Lutheran hymnal, “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” (TLH 387).  It is clearly anchored in the Scriptures, 
preaches the same Law and Gospel that you know from the catechism, and presents the entire story of salvation.  
Consider the full-strength law of this stanza: “Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay, death brooded darkly o’er me, 
sin was my torment night and day, in sin my mother bore me; Yea, deep and deeper still I fell, life had become a 
living hell, so firmly sin possessed me” (387.2).  It sounds like Luther’s early days as a monk and our own guilt 
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and despair, doesn’t it?  He goes to describe how good works attain nothing, how fear increases for those who 
work penance, and the pangs of hell loom large for those who do not trust in Christ alone. 
 

ut then listen to the Gospel in the following stanza on the incarnation: “[God] spoke to His beloved Son: 
‘tis time to have compassion.  Then go, bright Jewel of My crown, and bring to man salvation; from sin 
and sorrow set him free, slay bitter death for him that he may live with Thee forever” (387.5). Then on the 

obedience of Christ: “the Son obeyed His Father’s will,”  the Atonement: “Thy Ransom I Myself will be,”  the 
Resurrection: “the Foe shall not divide us,”  the Ascension: “now to My Father I depart,” Pentecost: “the Holy 
Spirit sending,”  and the ongoing life of the church: “what I have done and taught, teach thou.”  Do you see how 
the entire story of Christ is delivered in this one hymn?  The first Lutheran hymn grew out of violence and 
martyrdom, as the kingdom suffered violence and the violent tried to take it by force; But the voice of Luther 
and his fellow reformers would not be silenced.  Their voices continued what John the Baptist and Elijah 
started, prophesying from first to last that repentance and faith should be preached to all nations. 

 B

 

Finally, it is always interesting to look around the Lutheran church and today and see our kingdom suffers 
violence and the violent still take it by force.  This past summer, for instance, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America or the ELCA, voted to ordain clergy who live sexually impure and indecent lives.  Yet they still use 
(or, better, abuse) the name Lutheran.  Not so for the faithful sons of the Reformation.  We take our stand on the 
Divine Word, where God Himself has designed marriage for one man and one woman; on the Small Catechism, 
which admonishes us to lead a “sexually pure and decent life”; and on the hymnal, which gives us voice to sing, 
“Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy word.”  So, armed with three books for the Lutheran Church, the church of the 
Reformation stands with Luther to faithfully confess “the Lord of hosts is with us: the God of Jacob is our 
Refuge.”   
 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 

REDEEMER NEWS & NOTES  
 

● Adult Bible Class will begin studying the book and video series, Heaven on Earth: The Gifts of Christ in the 
Divine Liturgy on September 12.  The class consists of about 25 minutes of video hosted by a seminary 
professor, and about 20 minutes of discussion. To get the most out of the class, be sure to order the book under 
this title from <http://www.cph.org>.  One minor change this year is that due to time contraints, CLASS MUST 
BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 9:30 A.M., and corporate Morning Prayer will be omitted.   
 

● Confessional Lutherans for Christ’s Commission will be at Redeemer on Saturday, November 6, for a one-
day seminar on synodical structure and governance.  While this is not the foremost topic in all of our minds, it 
has risen to prominence via our recent synodical convention, which radically overhauled (for better or for 
worse) our synodical structure.  Come to CLCC for a lively discussion on how we mediate between the twin 
evils of “bottom up” polity (strict congregationalism) and “top down” ecclesiology (Roman hierarchy).  Visit 
Redeemer’s website for a registration form, or contact Joe Petraglia. 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
BS was held at Redeemer from August 16 through 20, and 19 children attended.  Our VBS is an evening 
program, with a supper served from 5 to 6 P.M., prepared and served this year by the able kitchen staff 
led by Melissa Krahn, Larraine DeSalvio, Lily Lai, Jennifer Hamer, and Jeanna Singh, with support from 

a number of student parents.  Dinner was followed by a vespers led by Pastor Hamer from 6 to 6:30.  After the 
service, adults who attended studied a Bible lesson with the pastor, and children went to Bible study taught by 
Maggie Wang and Nicholas Singh.  Jeanna Singh led arts and crafts at 7 P.M., and the entire staff supervised 
games from 7:30 to 8 P.M.  Thanks to all who assisted––during a very hot week––including this year’s teen 
assistants, Seth Johnson and Taryn Codner.  They did an outstanding job, and the program raised $435! 

 V

       Nicholas Singh, VBS Director 
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Church Cleaning Volunteers  

 

edeemer continues to save a great deal of badly needed money by using an all-volunteer cleaning crew, 
yet despite the many people who thought this was a great idea, the number of volunteers coming forward 
to help has been underwhelming.  The good people who are doing the work every week could use a hand 

so that the responsibility does not become too burdensome. There are simple chores such as dusting and 
vacuuming that must be done weekly.  The more people that volunteer, the easier the job will be.  If you would 
like to help, please contact (and thank) Anneliese Schaefer who is coordinating the efforts.  

 R
 

                
 
 

Church Work Day 

 

he summer work days, in July and August, were poorly attended in general. The major task set for us was 
to complete the painting of the main hallway stretching from the office to the kitchen, and as far as the 
gate leading to the school corridor.  Paula Bodin had made a good start on this, coming to volunteer on 

her own time in July.  On the July work day, Richard Schaefer and Ada Kam showed up to paint, and 
fortunately Ada brought three friends with her (!), who were quite a blessing, and much was accomplished.  
Frank DiCarlo was there to do electrical work, and gave some helpful advice on the painting.  Joe Petraglia also 
came that day to finish the hedge trimming begun on the June workday, and Flora Schaefer, recovering from a 
minor operation, came to pull out weeds and spruce up the grounds.  In August, Lily Lai and Richard painted, 
and Flora and Joan Firmery worked cleaning up the grounds and watering. Please consider volunteering for the 
upcoming September OUTDOOR workday on Saturday, September 25, 9 a.m. to noon.  This will be one of our 
last chances to do gardening work before the cold weather. The INDOOR workday will probably be on the 
following day (Sunday afternoon) in order to accommodate those who must work on Saturdays.  Stay tuned for 
more information.  

 T

 
 
 

                 
 
 

A PASTORAL REVIEW 

 
 

On the Schizophrenic Nature of Synodical Conventions 
 

r. Larry Rast, a teaching theologian at our Fort Wayne seminary, has often noted the schizophrenic 
character of our triennial synodical conventions.  For example, in 1992, the delegates elected a 
confessional president, Dr. A. L. Barry, but passed the agenda of a moderate president, Dr. Ralph 

Bohlman.  (The floor committees are appointed by the sitting president, so the agenda of the convention reflects 
the theology and practice of the incumbent.)  Fast forward to 2010: during his third term of service, Dr. Gerald 
Kieschnick, who is more of a politician than a theologian, was poised to grab more power than any president in 
the history of the synod, perhaps enough to rival that of the pope himself!  On Monday, July 12, the delegates 
voted by a narrow margin (about 51%) to restructure the synod.  Briefly summarized, they eliminated numerous 
boards and commissions and consolidated most of the power in the president’s office.  After hearing this news, 
supporters of Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, the confessional candidate for synodical president, suspected that the 
51% majority would carry over to Tuesday’s election and deliver a fourth term to Dr. Kieschnick.  Rev. 
Harrison won the presidency on the first ballot, however.  In short, the delegates centralized power in the 
president’s office on Monday, and then handed it over to a new president on Tuesday.  (Anything that happened 
on Wednesday or later was lame by comparison, but that’s a different story.) 

 D

 

Regarding Monday, it is worth noting that the delegates did not pass every proposal from Floor Committee No. 
8.  For example, they voted down the proposal to meet in convention every four years instead of every three.  
But by and large, they completely overhauled our governance, including a new method of voting for synodical 
president (each congregation will cast one clergy and one lay vote in advance of the convention), added a new 
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vice-presidential slot, gave the president the power to hand pick his part-time vice presidents, and handed over 
most committee work to two missions boards, one domestic and one international.  So are these changes 
positive or negative?  Personally, I think it is too soon to tell.  I am the first to admit that our synodical structure 
has been overgrown for some time.  I suspect it hails from the baby boom (1946–1964), when the synod 
decided to prepare for the future by adding more colleges, boards, commissions, meetings, etc.  The baby bust 
made that obsolete, but the structure remained in place.  Jurisprudence has been a nightmare, the cost has been 
staggering, and the fruits have been meager.  So will these recent changes help?  On the positive side, we have 
trimmed some bureaucratic “fat,” and taking off a few pounds is usually a good thing.  On the negative side, the 
consolidation of a great deal of power in the president’s office is both a blessing and a curse––a blessing with 
Rev. Harrison as president, but a curse if a moderate candidate is elected.  (Did I mention that schizophrenic 
character of synodical conventions?)  
 

Regarding Tuesday, the election of Rev. Matthew Harrison was a surprise if you did not look at the 
nominations.  Rev. Kieschnick had won three prior elections, usually by about 52%.  He had a likeminded 
praesidium and control of most Boards of Regents at our colleges and seminaries.  Rev. Harrison received 
almost twice as many nominations from the congregations of the synod. however.  While the number of 
nominations does not necessarily translate into the number of votes on the convention floor, the staggering 
number of nominations for Rev. Harrison indicated that the grassroots of our synod were ready for a change, 
and they got it!  As aforementioned, Rev. Kieschnick is a master politician.  If you watched the live video 
stream at <http://www.lcms.org/convention>, you noticed his “down home” Texas demeanor, his willingness to 
call people “brother” or “sister,” and his impressive knowledge of parliamentary procedure.  But he is a 
politician nonetheless, dressed in the finest clothes of the world, spending large amounts of money to “glad 
hand the high rollers,” and relating to the common man in a common way.  Rev. Harrison, on the other hand, is 
a true theologian of the cross.  He has impressive theological prowess, with advanced theological work at both 
seminaries.  His publication record is equally impressive, most notably At Home in the House of My Fathers, a 
massive collection of sermons and essays by LCMS presidents, mostly translated from German by Rev. 
Harrison.  My favorite line from his acceptance speech was the following confession: “I wish to inform you that 
you have kept your perfect record of electing sinners as president of the Missouri Synod.”  Amen!  He stands in 
continuity with the publican in Luke’s Gospel who beat his breast, prayed for God’s mercy, and went home 
justified.  To be sure, the election of a sound, theologically minded president is not a magical talisman to put the 
entire synod on the right track; but it is a major step in the right direction. 
 

Perhaps an anecdote from 1992 is in order.  During the aforementioned schizophrenic convention in 1992, I was 
serving a summer vicarage at St. Thomas Lutheran Church in Baltimore.  On the opening day of the convention, 
I got in my car on a hot day to discover that my rearview mirror, along with my parking permit from the 
seminary, had fallen off the windshield.  I’m not much of a typologist or symbologist, but it was hard not to take 
note.  On the very day that many expected the synod to split, my synodical seminary parking permit split on the 
hump that separated the driver’s and passenger seat in the old 1978 Buick Regal.  What’s more, the larger half 
of the permit fell to the right.  This little object lesson is indicative of the 2010 convention, with the synodical 
pendulum swinging to the right, after nine years of being to the left.  The challenge now is to remain faithful, to 
continue to preach, catechize, and practice the liturgy the Lutheran way, and to reach out to those who are 
struggling with the tension between doctrine and practice, liturgy and mission.  Then may we, by God’s grace, 
be the living incarnation of the theme of this year’s convention: “One People––Forgiven.” 
 

Study the Lutheran Confessions 
the documents that define what  it  is to be Lutheran! 

Redeemer’s ongoing study of  the Book of Concord has already begun with the 
Augsburg Confession and its Apology, but that doesn’t mean you can’t be a part of 
it.  Come and join your fellow members in a convivial atmosphere of study and 
discussion at the parsonage (78-47 222nd Street), led by Pastor Hamer on the last 
Monday of each month, at 7:30 P.M.  The next session will be September 27.  
Don’t miss this chance! 
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Sunday, October 31, 2010 

 

We Lutherans are the only church which sets aside a special feast day to thank God for the blessings of the 
Reformation.  October 31 commemorates the date in 1517 on which the blessed Dr. Martin Luther nailed the 
Ninety-five Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, protesting the wicked sale of forgiveness of 
sins known as indulgences.  The Church of Rome was not willing to repent of this and other evils, and those 
who desired––often at the peril of their lives––to have the Gospel rightly taught and the Sacraments rightly 
administered were forced to separate themselves from Rome. 
 

Having recaptured the Biblical doctrine of justification by grace through faith, ours was a conservative 
reformation.  Unlike the radicals who threw out everything––including the Sacraments––the Lutheran churches 
tested all things against Holy Scripture, and retained that which was good, helpful, and beautiful: art, music, 
vestments, liturgy, chanting, incense, crucifixes, and the Church Year, to name a few.  As the true heirs of the 
early church, these things are ours by right.  Let us jealously guard Word and Sacraments and celebrate this 
legacy, giving thanks to God for the blessings He has showered upon the Church through its faithful leaders. 

 
 
 
 

Salvation free by faith in Thee, that is Thy Gospel’s preaching, 
The heart and core of Bible lore in all its sacred teaching. 

In Christ we must put all our trust, not in our deeds or labor; 
With conscience pure and heart secure 

Love Thee, Lord, and our neighbor. (TLH 266, stanza 2) 
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he Church is the congregation of saints,  
in

the Sac
T  which the Gospel is rightly taught and  

raments are rightly administered. 
(from the Augsburg Confession, Article VII:  
Of the Church) 
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