
 
 

Riverwood Classical School 
Rhetoric Class Syllabus 2018-2019 

Schedule 
Rhetoric 

Class Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:00 Omnibus Omnibus Omnibus Omnibus Omnibus 

8:30 “ “ “ “ “ 

9:00 “ “ “ “ “ 

9:30 “ “ “ “ “ 

10:00 Snack Snack Snack Snack Snack 

10:20 Science Science Science Science Science 

10:50 “ “ “ “ “ 

11:20 Math Math Math Math Math 

11:50 “ “ “ “ “ 

12:20 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

1:00 Logic Logic Logic Logic Logic 

1:30 Upper German “ “ “ “ 

2:00 Upper Latin Upper Latin Upper Latin Upper Latin Speaking 

2:30 Music  Art Music Art  

3:00 Singing PE/Gardening PE/Gardening PE/Gardening  
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Teachers and Curriculum 

Class Teacher(s) Curriculum 

Art Adam Condra Annotated Mona Lisa: Neoclassicism-Contemporary 
The Fundamentals of Drawing Portraits: facial work 

Upper German Clay Staggs Vocabulary, Grammar, and Conversation 

Greek Jeff Pate A New Testament Greek Primer, from Lesson 14 

Upper Latin Kimberly 
Staggs 

Latin Alive! Books 1-2 

Logic (Interm.) Diane Powers James Nance, Intermediate Logic 

Math Diane Powers Math-U-See Zeta through Algebra 2 

Music Brittany 
Nelson 

Professor Carol: Early Sacred Music; Professor Carol: 
Discovering Music, American Music; Classical Conversations’ 
Math in Motion for Note/Notation Reading; Handchimes; Singing 

Omnibus 
(Bible/ 
History/ 
Literature/ 
Geography/ 
Composition) 

Kimberly 
Staggs 

Bible: Ecclesiastes-Luke 
History & Literature: 
Omnibus III: Reformation to the Present 

● The Social Contract, Declaration of Independence, 
Articles of Confederation, U.S. Constitution, Federalist 
and Anti-Federalist Papers (selected), A Tale of Two 
Cities, Reflections on the Revolution in France, Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin, Lincoln’s Speeches (selected), Slave 
Narratives (selected), The Communist Manifesto, Treaty 
of Versailles, The Great Gatsby, Mein Kampf (selected 
parts), 1984 

Omnibus IV:  
● The Iliad, The Peloponnesian Wars, Hippocratic Oath, 

Plato’s Republic, The Bacchae, The Clouds, Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle’s Poetics, Apocrypha 
(selected), Euclid’s Elements (Book I selections), Livy’s 
War with Hannibal (Books XXI, XXII, XXX) 

Geography: Places in Bible, History, and Literature Readings 
Composition: Institutes for Excellence in Writing 

P.E. Adam Condra Strength and Conditioning, Leadership Skills 

Science Diane Powers 
Jacob Bell 

Exploring Creation with Biology 
Exploring Creation with Chemistry 
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Supply List 

4 packs of lined paper (wide or college ruled) 2 3-subject spiral notebooks 

2 packs of graph paper 1 composition notebook for science 

2 packs of #2 pencils (24 total pencils) 
(may also bring personal mechanical pencils) 

1 sketchbook no larger than 9”x12” 

1 package of rectangle erasers 1 personal calendar/planner (if desired) 
(otherwise assignment sheets can be used) 

1 box of colored pencils or twistables 
(not crayons or markers) 

A sweater or light jacket (dress code appropriate) 
to be kept at school 

At least 12 subject dividers with tabs 1 package of black pens 

1 1.5-inch or 2-inch 3-ring binder 1 box of tissues & 1 container disinfectant wipes 

4 packs of lined paper (wide or college ruled) 2 3-subject spiral notebooks 

2 packs of graph paper 1 composition notebook for science 

 
Teacher Information 

Teacher Email Address Telephone Number 

Jacob Bell lostmartian00@gmail.com 205-526-6789 

Adam Condra mrcondra@riverwoodclassical.org 205-305-4558 

Brittany Nelson mrsnelson@riverwoodclassical.org 205-563-0268 

Diane Powers mrspowers@riverwoodclassical.org 205-799-7617 

Clay Staggs clay@smithstaggs.com 205-886-3829 

Kimberly Staggs grammarprincipal@riverwoodclassical.org 205-657-3775 

 
Don’t-Be-Absent Days! -- September 26 - October 5 (Fall Midterms), December 10-18 (Fall Finals),              
February 27 - March 8 (Spring Midterms), April 1-5 (CogAT & Iowa Testing), May 7-16 (Spring Finals) 
 
Expectations, Policies, and Procedures 
Homework 

Homework will be assigned regularly. Daily homework may include art history reading, math             
practice, science reading or review, Latin practice, logic practice, Omnibus reading assignments, and             
composition assignments. 
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All homework assignments should be written down in the student’s daily planner. Homework             
may take up to an an hour and a half to complete as allowed in the Parent and Student Handbook. The                     
hour and a half may or may not include assigned reading. In general, only reading homework will be                  
assigned over the weekends, and no homework will be assigned over holidays or vacation periods. 

Failure to do homework will simply be reflected in a student’s substantive grade with either a “0”                 
or a reduced grade for being turned in late. 

Students who miss school must check with every teacher to determine what homework was              
missed and is due. Homework that is delayed by reason of illness or absence is due within 2 class days                    
for each day missed of the student's return to school (a student who has missed 2 days of school would                    
have 4 days following his return in which to submit all homework that was due during the two days                   
missed and on the day of his return). In the event of an extended illness or absence, special arrangements                   
regarding homework should be made with each teacher. It should be noted, however, that in Omnibus                
and other classes there will be some grades that it will not be possible to make-up. 

All homework is due upon arrival at school. It is the student’s responsibility to turn in                
homework as soon as he or she arrives on campus. A student who does not turn in his or her                    
homework on time should expect to remain inside at snack or to stay after school that day in order                   
to complete the homework. 
 
Tests 

Tests missed by reason of illness or absence will be given at snack, lunch, or after school as soon                   
as possible after the student's return. Any tests not made up within 2 days per day missed, following the                   
student's return to school, may be given a “0.” 

Please, please, please DO NOT MISS midterm or final examinations for any reason other than a                
gross and serious illness! 

Fall Midterms: September 26 - October 5 Spring Midterms: February 27 - March 8 
Fall Finals: December 10 - 18 Spring Finals: May 7 - 16 

 
Grading 

Students will receive standard letter grades (A, B, C, D, F) for the following subjects: Art,                
Composition, Etiquette, German, Latin, Logic, Math, Music, Omnibus, Physical Education, and Science.            
Many of these grades will contain a substantial participation component. Students should remember that              
though their God-given talents may vary, they can still participate in classes cheerfully and fully to the                 
glory of God. 

Classwork, homework, and tests will be sent home regularly. Parents should please check these              
to see how a student is progressing. If a student is receiving a 73% or below in any subject, the parents                     
will be notified during the 5th week of each quarter. Otherwise, progress reports will be sent out in                  
October and March, and report cards will be sent out after the end of each semester in January and May.                    
Please note that only the report card grades are included on a student’s transcript. 
 
Classroom Expectations 

Students are expected to comply with the RCS Expectations at all times. In the event that a                 
student fails to so comply, the student will receive a verbal warning. If student does not heed the verbal                   
warning, students should expect to spend snack, lunch time, or time after school in service to the school.                  
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Students are always encouraged to quietly ask themselves three questions in order to check on their own                 
behavior: 

(1) Am I doing what I am supposed to do? 
(2) Am I doing what I am doing to the glory of God? 
(3) Am I treating others the way I want to be treated? 

Thinking about the answers to these three questions can enable a student to catch his or her own mistakes                   
(hopefully, before the teacher catches them :). 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Parent-teacher conferences may be held with any teacher(s) at the parent’s or teacher’s request.              
The contact information for your teachers is listed earlier in this document. Additionally, parent              
conferences will be held toward the end of each semester. 
 
Standardized Testing 

All students in this class will take the Iowa and CogAT tests the week of April 1-5. Please make                   
sure students are well rested and fed and in school on time during this week! 
 
Specific Class Information 
 
Omnibus 

Students will primarily read and discuss in the Omnibus class; therefore, much of the Omnibus               
grade will be based on evaluation of class participation. Class discussions may often be based upon                
comprehension assignments, the completion of which will figure into a student’s grade, as well. Oral               
and/or written midterm examinations and final examinations will comprise at least half of a student’s               
grade. 

Most of the work for this class will be done in the classroom and much of the grade will be based                     
upon participation in that work. There will be some writing assignments to be completed outside of class,                 
though, and typing will be a part of those assignments. 

 
Latin 

Students will be given regular practice homework in Latin class, which may not always be               
written. If a student does not complete his or her homework, the student will not do very well on the                    
tests!  

 
All class activities, homework, and reading for Mrs. Staggs’s classes can be found at              

sites.google.com/a/riverwoodclassical.org/mrsstaggs/home. There are links to each class’s page on the          
left-hand side of the announcements. 
 
Math and Logic 

Students should expect math and logic homework on Monday through Thursday evenings, unless             
they have a math or logic test the next day. Homework will be due first thing in the morning. Students                    
must come to class ready with their own pencils, erasers, graph paper (for math), and logic book. 
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Music/Singing 
Students should expect a quiz every other week (unless notified otherwise) that will reiterate              

everything that has been learned up to that point. These quizzes help to cement the theory and history we                   
will learn on Tuesday and Thursday mornings and will help with reading music during singing.  
 
Science 
Materials: 

~ Exploring Creation with Biology, Second Edition (by Wile and Durnell) 
~ Exploring Creation with Chemistry, 3rd Edition (by Plourde and Hughes) 
~ Personal science notebook 

Homework: 
~ Handed out between Monday-Thursday 
~ Will mostly consist of prescribed reading (for accountability purposes, we would encourage 
parental participation). 
~ Any homework that requires collection will be collected by Mrs. Powers BEFORE THE 
BEGINNING OF CLASS. Any homework not turned in by this time will be considered late 
(extensions/exceptions will be considered under extenuating circumstances) 
~ Handwriting must be legible (answers may also be typed) 

Labs: 
~ Students must be present in class to get credit for lab participation.  If, for some reason, the 
student cannot attend class that day, a written note from the parent(s) explaining the situation will 
prevent the missed lab from counting against their grade. 
~ We will provide parental notification for any take-home lab assignments given to the students. 
Periodically, students will be required to submit a structured lab report. 

Questions? 
~ Feel free to contact us with any questions/concerns you may have.  Our contact info is listed on 
page 3 (Diane Powers or Jacob Bell).  We would prefer contact in the form of text messages (as 
our schedules are busy and erratic, and we might not be able to answer a phone call), but if you 
would like a more direct form of contact, we are happy to schedule a meeting. 

 

 


