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to Ski
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Andrea Harnett explains why being in an
environment that offers complex and diverse
experinces can be life changing for those
involved.

M Y T H S  A B O U T
SKIING

PLUS MORE
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Most people will say that taking children on a Ski Camp is dangerous; 
When LC9 left the carpark the morning of the first trip up the mountain this
year, there was no way we could tell that everything would align perfectly so
that by weeks end 140 students, teachers and parent volunteers would return
having taken part in the first of many Ski Camps to come for Riverdale School.
From spectacular sunrises being watched from the lodge windows high up
Mount Ruapehu each morning to the sun going down behind Ngauruhoe at
dusk, the children and adults were immersed in a world people dream about.
The days, although long and tiring brought together the perfect mix of risk,
and learning so that participants could really find out their limits and what
they were made of on every level. No other camp offers an experience
similar.
The BOT and teachers at Riverdale School have made the decision that this
would not be a one off and that all children throughout their EOTC journey at
Riverdale would be able to experience Tukino Ski Field when they reach their
Year 5-6 level. The alternative camp to this is held at Camp Rangiwoods in
Pohangina Valley and is based in the bush - it will kick off next year in March.  

DP's Note

Teacher In Charge

Three classes over four days
experienced the splendor of the
National Park high up on Mount
Ruapehu. Most of the staff at
Tukino are volunteers and life time
members of this gem of a Ski Field.
Unlike commercial Ski Fields
Tuknio offers lodges on the
mountain and a rich history of real
kiwi ingenuity to have created
such a wonderful club. Now run by
Sue with a world class Ski Patrol
this has become a go to for
schools during the winter season.

A N D R E A  H A R N E T T

The next Ski Camp for Riverdale
School will be in 2018 and each
class will spend two nights at
Tukino Ski Field.

This issue celebrates the courage and determination of
Riverdale School, right in the middle of an explosion of
safety, took their students on an experience of a
lifetime.
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The new
Generation
of Camp
The BOT, students, teachers and parent
volunteers unanimously decide that Ski
Camp will be here to stay with 100%
satisfaction up the mountain this year.

M O U N T  R U A P E H U

This is amazing news for the future of EOTC at Riverdale School
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THE MYTHS
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Most people will say that children
cannot learn to ski in one day, you
may even here that the cost outweighs
the benefits or that it is far too risky for
this age group. All of this in fact, is just
not the case.
What ever the reason to go on an
EOTC adventure with a group of
children, the underlying learning
outcome must always be on top.
This year we knew that resilience and
perseverance was something that 

our students at Riverdale School
could really benefit from.
Andrea Harnett, our Deputy Principal
had come to us in 2015 with a
passion and vast experience with
EOTC. While she was principal at
Bainesse School she was able to
develop a connection with Tukino Ski
Field and took Year 3-8 students up
the mountain each year noticing that
skiing was not the only thing they
learnt. In fact, while skiing maybe the
vehicle for learning the mountain

The Truth
About Skiing

offered so much more. Pushing through
your own set beliefs and barriers you
have for yourself can be life changing.
Seeing children persevere when under
pressure, while up a mountain and
succeed is more breath taking than the
scenery itself. Can children learn to ski in
one day; hell YES! This can be the most
worthwhile experience any one is lucky
to witness.

Parents get to see their children push through
their own limits to succeed on the mountain.

S K I  C A M P

SCHOOL EOTC CULTURE

Riverdale School helped
many families take part in Ski
Camp this year with PTA
donation of $3000 and the
special fund for parents who
meet the equity criteria. 
Through appointment only.

EQUITY DOES NOT MEAN EQUAL

Riverdale School offers so many
wonderful opportunities for our students;
students from Year 1-6 are involved in the
Electives Programme which is happening
is Term Four for 2016. We have a school
sleepover at Year 4 which prepares
students for either Ski Camp at Tukino or
Bush Camp at Rangiwoods. 
Having diverse and differing experiences
means that children have the opportunity
to succeed in a myriad of ways.
EOTC is a compulsory part of the Health
and Physical Education curriculum area in
New Zealand.

If you ever think that you cannot take part
due to financial problems please make an
appointment to meet either Andrea or
Debra, we can help in many ways if you ask. 

DID YOU KNOW?


