
TRANSITION WORDS AND PHRASES 
Transitions carry the audience from idea to idea, reason to reason, example to example, etc.  They also 
carry the audience from one paragraph to the next.  Decide what logical relationship exists between 
your ideas, and then pick the best transition word or phrase from the categories listed below.   
 
To add an idea 
 
  next 
  besides 
  in the same way 
  similarly 
  in like manner 
  in addition 
  further 
  furthermore 
  moreover 
  also 
  likewise 
  first of all 
  in the first place 
  and 
  and then 
  too 
  again 
  equally important 
  first, second, third, etc. 
  finally 
  last 
  at the same time 
  another way 
  with this in mind 
  additionally 

To contrast ideas 
 
  yet 
  still 
  but 
  however 
  otherwise 
  nevertheless 
  on the contrary 
  on the other hand 
  conversely 
  nonetheless 
  notwithstanding 
  just the same 
  and yet 
  after all 
  for all that 
  in contrast to this 
  although this may be true 
  anyhow 
  instead, instead of 
  whereas 
  unlike 
  in contrast 
 

To compare ideas 
 
  similarly 
  likewise 
  in like manner 
  at the same time 
  by way of comparison 
  correspondingly 
  equally 
 
To show frequency 
   
  now and then 
  often 
  sometimes 
  frequently 
  usually 
 

 
To move in a logical order 
 
  first 
  second 
  secondly 
  in the first place 
  in the second place 
  then 
  to begin with 
  finally 
  in conclusion 
  more important 

To show time 
 
  and then 
  then 
  meanwhile 
  later, later on 
  afterward 
  presently 
  eventually 
  subsequently 
  thereafter 
  shortly 
  soon 
  in that time 
  in the mean time 
  at length 
  immediately 

 
 
after a few days 
as soon as 
whereupon 
now 
henceforth 
before 
after 
earlier 
next 
finally 
 
 
 
 
                                     
(continues on back) 



 
To show place 
 
  here 
  beyond 
  nearby 
  opposite to 
  adjacent to 
  on the opposite side 
  where 
  next to 
  to the right (left) of 
  on the top (bottom) of 
  above 
  below 

To introduce an example 
 
  for example 
  for instance 
  to illustrate 
  as a case in point 
  as an illustration 
  according to 
  accordingly 
  consider the following 

To signal purpose 
 
  to this end 
  for this purpose 
  with this object 
  in order that 
  in order to 

 
To show result of conclusion 
 
  clearly 
  finally 
  therefore 
  accordingly 
  for this reason 
  hence 
  thus 
  consequently 
  as a result  
  it follows that 
  thereupon 
  then 
  henceforth 
  the point is 
  all in all 
  altogether 
  from what has been said 
  namely 

To summarize ideas 
 
  to sum up 
  in brief 
  on the whole 
  in short 
  to summarize 
 
To signal repetition 
 
  in other words 
  that is 
  to be sure 
  again 
  to put it differently 
  that is to say 
  to repeat 

 
To intensify what you say 
 
  in fact 
  indeed 
  in any event 
  most of all 
  of course 
  truly 
  naturally 
  certainly 
  to be sure 
  the point is 

To concede to a different point 
 
  true 
  to be sure 
  granted 
  of course 
  certainly 
  there is no doubt that 
  It is true that 
  although 

 
One final rule: Please DO NOT use “In conclusion,” to start any sentence! 


