
20th Century Novel  Name ____________________ 
Peer Edit Questions  Date __________ Blk. ______ 

Instructions: Answer the following questions on this sheet about your partner’s paper.  Then, return 
this sheet to your partner along with his paper.  The page numbers under each question refer to our 
writing text, A Writer’s Reference.  The specific skills which each particular question addresses are 
further explained or examined in A Writer’s Reference (referred to as “Hacker” below). 
 
 
Name of Writer __________________________ Name of Editor _________________________ 
 
1. Underline and label the main idea or thesis of the entire essay.  Is it clear and arguable?  If not, how 
should the writer fix it? (Hacker, C2-a) 
 
 
2. Underline and label the topic sentence of each body paragraph.  Is each topic sentence clear and 
arguable?  Are they appropriate sub-topics of the thesis statement? (Hacker, C4-a, b, c, d) 
 
 
3. Does the writer use specific examples and details to support each topic sentence and the thesis?  Are 
there any places that need more information, examples, details, or analysis?  If so, clearly label those 
spots in the paragraph. (Hacker, C4-a) 
 
 
4. Underline the concluding sentence of each paragraph.  This sentence should link the paragraph to 
the topic sentence and thesis, and reveal the “so what” of the paragraph.  If this does not exist, indicate 
so on the paper. (Hacker, C4-a, b) 
 
 
5. Does the introduction catch the reader’s attention?  How can it be improved? (Hacker, C2-a) 
 
 
6. Does the conclusion refer back to the thesis without restating it, and does it give the “so what” or 
larger picture in a new and interesting way? (Hacker, C2-c) 
 
 
7. Does the author use transitions to link ideas together?  Does the paper flow smoothly?  Circle and 
label those transitions. (Hacker, C4-d: Providing Transitions-Transitions Between Blocks of Text) 
 
 
Other helpful information from A Writer’s Reference: 
• Revising Checklist: C3-a    • Using Quotations: MLA-3a, b 
• Verb Tense: S4-b, c     • MLA format: MLA-5a, b 
• Concrete Subjects: W5-b    • Active Verbs: W3a, b 
 
Other writing reminders: 

- write in third person: no “I”, “we”, “ us”, “you”, or “your” statements 
- use concrete subjects and action verbs in present tense 
- include one to three arguable supports and specific examples for each body paragraph 
- Do not use “etc.”, “due to”, “stuff”, “thing”, “good”, “bad”, “a lot”, “really”, “very” or any 

other elementary, empty words and phrases that are speech-based. 


