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Their Eyes Were Watching God: A Literary Discussion 

 
Objectives:  The pre-fishbowl task is the first component in the process and will be counted as an 
essay grade.  The objectives are to get you to think about a given topic and write about it before 
you participate in the fishbowl.  This method is a way for us to get into some of the deeper issues 
of the text.  We will also be using the fishbowl as a review of the novel and its issues. 
 
 
Suggested Preparation/Research Activities:  
• Review your Reader Response and “Janie’s Journal” questions. 
• Brainstorm ideas on a separate sheet and then make inferences based on your ideas (remember: 
Observe, Induct, State). 
• Take notes during your group discussion of your topic. 
• Identify ideas that you want to explore in the fishbowl. 
 
Task: 
• Write an extended paragraph supporting your topic sentence.  (This topic sentence will differ 
depending on your group.) 
• Make at least three points based on the above research that you have completed as a prewriting 
activity, and provide specific examples from the text to support your assertions. 
• Conclude with a clincher that pulls your response together. 
 
Assessment: 
• All elements of proper paragraph writing will be assessed: topic sentence, supporting details, 
elaboration of those details, and drawing a concluding inference (see rubric). 
• Punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and usage also count (see rubric). 
• Your paragraph must be typed, doubled-spaced, using a 12-point Times font (like the one used 
on this sheet), and an MLA heading. 
• MAJOR FOCUS will be your ability to answer your topic sentence and give evidence of 
support from the text.  
 
 
Write your topic sentence below: 
 

 
 
Significant ideas, questions, interesting facts, examples, etc. from my discussion group: 
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Their Eyes Were Watching God Discussion Questions 

 
1. Contrast the predominantly formal, or high diction of the narrator with the 
informal, or low diction of the characters.  What effect does it have on the novel as 
a whole? 
 
 
2. Choose two to three settings from the novel and show how they contribute to the 
plot. 
 
 
3. Reread the paragraph in Chapter 18 that contains the novel’s title, beginning 
with, “The wind came back with triple fury…” and ends with “…but their eyes 
were watching God.”  What is the significance of the title? 
 
 
4. Choose two to three symbols from the novel.  How do they contribute to the 
central theme of the novel? 
 
 
5. Interpret the following statement using two to three specific examples from the 
novel: “Two things everybody’s got tuh do fuh theyselves.  They got tuh go tuh 
God, and they got tuh find out about livin’ fuh theyselves.”  (Chapter 20). 
 
 
6. Identify and describe two to three of Janie’s major struggles in the novel.  How 
do these struggles lend meaning to the novel? 
 
 
7. Choose two to three examples of racism in the novel and discuss how they 
contribute to both Janie’s struggle and the meaning of the novel. 
 
 
8. Support or refute the following statement using two to three examples from the 
novel: Their Eyes Were Watching God is a story only meant for women like 
Pheoby Watson to hear to the exclusion of men. 
 


